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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSICHN

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR CF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDEKT WHICH CCCURRED ON THE
TRACKS OF THE CENTRAL UNICN DEPCT AND RAILWAY
COIPANY AT CIWCINNATI, OHIO, ON FERRUARY 8,

1929.

May 16, 1929,
To the Commaigsion:

On Februvary 8, 19289, there was a side collision
hetween tne Torvard nortion of a passeaper train of the
Baltiunre & Ohio Railrocad, consisting of eupty marl and
bagrage care, making a back-up movenent, and a stending
passznger train of tne Louilsville & Nashville Railroad
on the tracks of the Qentr2l Union Depot and Railway
Commany at Cincinrati, Chio, resulting in the death of
one employee, and the injury of one emwnloyee and two
other personc. This accident was investipated in con-
junctien with a recoresertative of the Ohio Comriscicn of
Public Utzlitires,.

Locakion and method of operation

The Central Urion Dcwot and Raillway Conpany onerates
the Union Station, used by the traing ol eight divisions
of five different railwavs, and also onerates a double-
track main iine exteniino wegtward from the statinn to
Harrict Btreet, a distance ol 1.2 miles. Thie section of
track 1gs used by pasceanger trains of tne Loulsvaille &
Nashville and Baltimore & Ohio Railrcads, and also by
pascenger trarns of otuer railroads. There 1s no bleck
sional system in use i1n the vicinity of the point of
accildens, nor are train orders used, movements baing
handled entirely bv gaitch tenders. In the case of move-
ments with the current nf traftic the siernals given by
svitch tendersherely indicate whether the gvitchss 1in
question are properly lincd up for the =movemsnt to be made,
while 1n the cose of movéments against the current of
traific the switch ftanders first make the necescary
arrangenents petTaen themselves before authorizing such
movements to be madr.

There are eicht parallel tracks, numbered from
north to routh, under the train shed of the Central
Union passenger staticn. The distance from the bumnping
posts, westward, to the ond of the train rhed 1+ apnrox-
imately 600 feet, track 2 connects with track 3 at a
point about 400 feet west of thec western end of the train
shed. The accident occurrea at lhe favling point of the
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Jurction of theeo twe tyacks, 203 fezt west of the bump-
1.0 peste. Startine at the bumping vost ané vroczsdlng
ertvild track 3 1g temeont for a distance of ~bout 750

fe t and then 1t curves sliwhtly tev-rd the left for a
itetanee of sbout 75 fu=t, folloing Thich 1% 1s tarnzent
to the pcint of ~ccident,the grade 18 O 97 wer cant de-
scending for - distance of =ovroximatz:ly 550 fcet ond then
1t 18 0.74 per cert for 100 fecot,ollowine -thich 1t 1s
level to the point of ~ccident.

It was reinine at the time of the acecidurt, vhich
occurrad At about E.47 n.m.

Degeriniton
Brltranre & Orb1o B8%. Louls Divisinn passenTter trawn
No. 22 arrived at ihe Cont: ] Union vassenger station
nt about 8.05 p.1 Thz rix rear core 73rc snved restrard

to Park Street conch yard ov ~ ywrd enrine at about 8.18
p.w.,le~ving the forvaird portion of the train,coasictiag
of B&D engince 5115, henced ¢r-t, orme mnstal cor nd tre
bregage care, 11 of eteel construction, in chrroe of ¥Yord
Ccvcuctor Carrncr -rd Eagicrcnn Black, strndine on finck 3
uncder the train shcd ritr the cngine neircst the burine
port. After trcse threz cars “rer~ uvnload.d the contewnpnlnt-
cd back-up movemont 7n startec but ghortly ~fter7irds,on
r~oching the fouling vnoint 1t the junction of trizre 23 and
5, traveling ot 2 epe2d cetil ated to have beer betieen 5
ard 10 miles ocr hour, tle northeoest corner of 1he lending
c.r struck the south ¢rde of the rear car 1n L&N mnssenger
troin ¥o. 17

Loutsvilie & Nachvviila n.resenger toain No. 17 con-
sresed of on enwinz, Mesiwed 2wst and standing near tne
buoping post on traock 2, t7o boggywe care, one coabination
cir,one coach, oae dinii~ car, five slespinz cors, ond
obcervation car, and L& vard ergine 880, headed 7est
ard couwnled Yo the west cnd of the trzin Thig train "70s
mode un on trock 2 and Tae 10 charge of Yard Conductor
Grivman and Yard Incincwan Herroa, while being oovzrnted
within tle Cincinnati terminal, and 1t was intended that
Tard. enripe BBO shovrld Z-ul the trair backward to Vhod
Street mnd then az.ist 1t across the bridge over tue OChio
River ta Covingtn.a,Ev., however, while gstandine »n track
2 obstructin~ track 3, mreparatery to startin~ *he con-
temelated movement, thoe nbscrvati— car vas struck oy the
cars 1n B&D train Hn. 272,
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The leading basrage car in the B&C train scraped
the side of the L&N obszrvaftion car a distance of about
58 feet, damaging the obsecrvation car gli:rshtly and re-
sulting in the derailment of the baggage car, which car
then continued westward until 1t struck the tender cistern
of L&N yard engine 880. The impact forced the cistern
against the cab of the engrine, breaking the counling
bztween the tender and obcervation car,and sevarating
the yard engine from the obsarvation car a distance of
about 15 feet. The emplovee killed was the coanductor
of the yard engine, who wae caught between the tender
cistern and the engine cab.

Summary of evidencs

Yard Conductor Carner stated that his duty consisted
of backing trains in and out of the nassenger statioa. He
atlached the back-up hose to the leading car of ihe B&O
cut about 20 or 2B minuter kefore 1t was ready to back out
of the train shed. He then anchored the hose 1in the door
hasp hele, and, as was customary, terted the air merely
as a matter of precaution, by opening the back-up hose
valve slightly, not in ader to get the brakes but just to
ascertain that there was a flow of air. After receiving
a. signal from the platform foreman 1indicating that the
cars were unloaded he again onened the valve to asgure
nimsclf that there was a vprover flow of air, also to give
warning to anyocody who happencd to be working around the
cars that the bhack-up movement was about to start. He
then went to the deocor of the leadins car and gave the
engineman a back-u» gignal by means of the air-whistle,
and also waved a back-up signal with his lantern. The
movement was then started and as the cars aponroached the
end of the train shad Conductor Carner saw that the L&N
train was blocking track 3 and that the switch tender was
giving stop signals, he g21d that he opened the tail hose
valve slightly and that the air apparently was working but
the brakes did not seem to take effecct,so he opened the
valve wider, but without result, and tren he opened the
valve completely and 3s he noticed no reduction 1n the
speed, which he estimated to have been between 8 and 10
miles per hour, he jumped of f on the engineman's gide,
wvhen about two or two and one-half car-~lengths from the
fouling poirnt, shouted a warning of danger and vaved
gstop signals with his lantern, but to no avail. After the
accident he walked toward the leading car and on hig way
he requestéd Passenger Car Inswector Campbell, of the
CCC&StLRy, to accompany him whichhe did Steam and
water were escapinZ and there was considerable exciltement
at the time But Conductor Carner held his lantern over
to look at the wosition of the angle cock and he seid
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the air wns cut 1n and fleving freecly, he d1¢ not racall
having ¢logsrd the anele cock at 1bis time but =sard that
cupseoguent ito the arrival of the wrecker, while i1n company
ir1ith Yardmaster Gray, the yerdmaster codled his attention
to thc fact that the engle cock wae cloused. Conductor
Cerner sai1d that he afticrwards acked Passenger Car In-
gspecter Camwpbell 1f he bad looked at the wack-un hose and
wnether the latter went to that point vith him to verify
the position of ihe anwle cock, but received nigntive re-
plise, Conductoi Caraner's ciztements ac to hov he handled
the air before startin~ the brck-up movement were very
cenflicting, at one poirt he ga1d that after he r-ceived
the signal from the olatform foreman indicating that 1he
cars were unloadced he made a 15 or 20-vound brake-pive re-
ductinn and that this rhould have apnlied the nir Traker,
yet he did nct kncow whother they did =poly, at another
point he si11d that he could not rccall raving heara any
cscape of air when he first tcsted 1t. Ee dicd not try the
alr after starting out nnd before secirg the danger ahced,
d1d not get the required signal fromin: switch tender

to gtart the back-up movement, and did net kncexr that the
troin on treck 2 ras fo.liny track 3 until he received lhe
gtop signals from the switch tender, at which timr his
Train Wac about six car—-len~ths from the fouling point.
After the accident tha air prakes were tested in liis
nregence and he 3aw th~t they apmlied prowerly on 21l
three cors, he 41¢ not krow 5o tokhe sneine

Switch Tender Crooqgg 5 the CUD&RyCo, statod
°5 ﬂd% . !
that he heard no signal/on Theé back-up hose

wihigtle ag 3&0 train No. 22 apnprcachked. Fe saw that
train before and vhen 1t started the back-up movement
and commenced givaing stop signals, continuing to do so
until the colilision occurred, at wvhich tire the swneed »F
the traoin #1s about 8 or 10 miles per hour.

Engineman Black, of B&0 train Fo. 27, stated that
at acout 8.40 p.m. he receivaed an air-vhistle back-up
signal, as vell as a lantern signal, and he therefore
released the i1ndependcnt enzine broke, vorked cteam for
a distance »7 four or five car-lengths and then sghut off,
at vhich time he entinated the speed to have been about 5
or 6 miles 2er honr, the brake valve was 1n running ©vosl-—
tion during this movemant. The first he knew cf anything
wrong woag when tha acciacnt occurr~d and re dcd nro think
ithe speed at that time could have beem 1n excecs of 6 oT
8 miles per hour. Engiaecrman Black said that he di1d rot
at any time feel an air-brakxe apolication made bv ~eonsg
of the bgck-up hose, th.t he did not t2at the air hrnkes
before gtartine the back-upr woveaeni, nor was thsr2, =o
far as he knew, any tert made of the air brakes aftle:
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the tack-up hose 7ag atiached, although ke sai1d that 1t
Jags custorary to makeé such a2 test. He only looked back
aleng the troin frow the t11e 1t started unti1l 1t nad
noved abcut too car-lengths aad then dreyr his head in-
side on account of the inclement weather He left the cab
vindow open but did n>t agaila look back prior to the
accident, at wvhich time the engine "~s drifting, as he
depended upot the ~on at the ra2or end to overaite the
train and Pe Jas nnt 1n mosition, thorefere, to raceive
hand signals. Engineran Black did act rermcmber having
made an air-brake -pplication when he looked back to
gee what the trouble wras at the time the accident
occurred but said thot he right have donc so, no stop
signal was sounded on the air—rhistle signal prior

to the accident.

Fircman Cverturf, of B&0 train No 22, stated that
he wes mutting in a fare vhen the =accident occurred.
Pagsencer Qar Inspector Zutter, of the L&NRR, r tated that
he vas encoged 1n tosting the airr brokeson L&N train
Wo. 17 and was about s1x car-lengths from the rear end
of that troin when the air brakes annlied 1n eumeTgeacy
as a result of the nccident, he 1wmnediately vnroceeded to
the point of collig-on and on examining the anfle cock on
the leading car of tne B& cut, about cne minute after
the accidert nccurr:d, found 1t to be closged, while the
valve 1n the back-uop hose ves wide oven; the brakes on
this car were set; houvever, and they were also sc¢t on the
adjacent car. Pasmenger Car Insncetor Camnbell, of the
CCC&StLRy, stated that be vae starding about 40 feet frow
There the collision occurred and immadiately thercafter
Yard Cconductor Carner regquested him to go alnnz to the
leading car, which he did, ond exs-inatioa of the angle
cock at that tine disélosed 1t to be in the clesed
nositicen, he then saw Conductor Caraer cpen 1t. After
the arrival cf the wrecker Conductor Carner called him
2g1de and asked him about having seen everything lined
up propeETrly but at that ti1ae he told the conductor that
he had not paid attention and then walked away, as he did
nat want to talk obout 1t. Passenger Car Inspector
Camwpbell was of the opinion that Yard Conductor Carner
fai1led to mpen the anvle cock at the time the back-up
nuege was attacheé. Staftenente of Tassenger Car Foremah
Crowe, of the B&0ORR, vere to the cffect that a test
of the air trakes and back-up hose failed to disclose
any eondition thal vould have caused 2r contribul~d to
the accident, and 1n his opilnion the alr brales would have
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functioned wnroperly had the angle cock teen omen and
proper connecticn made between the tr-in line and the
bace—upr hnge Testi1ory given 0y ~ther Witnesses broucht
forth nnthing aavinz ony odeiltionel bearne on the
acoldent.

Uonclusi-ns

This accident 7as caused primarily by the Trilure
of Yard Conductor Carner, cf B&D tran No. 22, to open the
angle cock or the leading car, oo as to bz able ta cnatrel
the maywenent by aeans of the back-un hese, A contributing
cauge vWas the fri1lurz of Znrinoian Black teo kn~r that the
brakes had been set on the train by the wman at the rear
end, which the rules rtedquire tn be d-ne in order to
1ndicate tn the engincman that the train 1s ready to back
out, and hisg further feilure t2 e 1n pesition to rzceave
any hand sionq1ls vhich =w1~ht be given hin,

Rule 15 for the gevernnent of the ovwerating depart-
mcnt of the Ceontral Uninn Dewost and Ruilyay Comuwany roads
as fellomwa:

"(a) Brakemen or backup men, ~ust b2 at th:
rear end of treir troin froi1 the time of arrival
nntil the train backs -Hut.

"(b) WMhen a train 1s urinided and ready to
back nut, C.U.D =wl-tfrrr foroman "r111 so
indicate by s1gnal te the man at the roar end, rho
w1ll kzep hraself 1n o siti-m tc corerve such a
gignal., g enon as the - at the recar end gets the
signal, Le will 1ndicate teo the Siitchteader by
tne whiatle signal on ta» back uo hhge that
the train 1s ready 1o back oul Ten the
Svifichtender wivez the piover signal, the man at
the Tear erd will st the brakes on ths train
thues indicating to tre zngincer thait the tr=1in
13 aboat ready tz brck ~ut The enginear will
not wova, nowever, until ho receives a whistle
g1zngl wad also a hand or lamp gignal frorm the
man at the rear end."

While ¥nrd Conductor Carner warp cer*al» *hat he
one .ed the ane=le cock, and gyiwd he zde o 15 or 20-prun’
brake-pipe radvction after receiving a sipnal froa tle
platform f-ra=aa that tne cars were unlnaded, he r1in1tted
that ae did a~t kn-u whetber *re brakcs ansmlied Eaiwzan
Black felt no air broke annlicatinn madec by weans »f the
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back-up hnge at ~ny siv.e, and iniwediately folloringe the
wccrdent the anglc corck 733 observed t~ be closed,
Anparently Yird C nducter Carner foiled t2 open the angle
crck bofore starting the back-un ovement and rthon he
tealized that the br_akes rere act aonlying he dif nnt
Tait to give th2 cnginoman t stom signal on the envuni-
cating 2ir-whistle, but Junszed off and gave him hand
signal~ to stnn. These sizgmals Tere not observed because
of the frct that the cnfinamen ras not 1r position to
receivc ther. The rul.e obove quoted requires that the
1man at the rear enc »f o back-un ".r~vement set the brakes
cn th: train to indicite t> the encinzmen that the train
is reacy to bneck cut, Engineran Black ehould not have
gtartcd the back-up movement unt:l this had been done,
ard he then would have known vhether the brakes could

be onerated prowerly from the back-up hesa,

Yard Crncuctcr Carner and Encineran Black vere men
of 1ong exserieace, at the tiwe of the accident they

had becn 2n duty 4 hours and 42 minutes and 7 hourrs

and 28 minutes, reswnectively, wri-r to irhich they had
been off duty 18 bnurs or ~1orc. Nune of the other esw-
wleoyecs 1nvnlvegd had paocn on dutr contrary to any ~f the
wrovigicns of the hours of gervice law,

-
<

Resnoecetfully subriatted,

W. P. BORLAND,

Director,



