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On January 1.5, 1919, to are was a rear-end. colli­
sion between two freight trains on the Qentrai jaiiroad ef 
ilm jeraey near > hits House, is. J*, whioh resulted in the 
do '.th. of 1 employee and injury of £ employees. . Iter 
investigation t«f this accident, the Chief of tbe £uretn of 
afetj submit e lb a followin report* 

westbound freight tr ia extra. 45$ Consisted oi 
45 oars i.nd a c>buose, hauled by engine 469, and waa in 
charge of J0ndactor Oadden &nd lineman Jhoop* ihe traia 
left .bound ijrcok Junction at £.00 a,,.** and at about 4.05 
a.m. etopped for Rater at a water tank located <*frout 5,000 
feet eaet of »hlte Eouae station* ^hile standing at thia 
roint, the rear af the train was streak by westbound extra 
478* 

. eethounA freight train extra 47$ ooneiated of 35 
ears and caboose, hauled by engine 478, aad wae ia charge 
of Conductor aertman and &ngiisen»a Miller. It pasted Bound 
Brock Janctien at a , as a.m. atoms tic Signal HO* 391, a 
little east of lane1 a Croasing, a boat 4 miles from unite 
House, was observed to be la the caution position* The 
traia seemed to slow up at this point and tbe engineman 
dropped tbe rev© *»e lever dawn & few notches in order to 
net the train over tbe grade* ^ooordlag to hla own state-



meat, he then fell aelefp, remaning eeleep until the opl-
11BIon occurred* She speed at toe time of the collision 
was estimates: to hare been about 15 miles an hoar* 

'ihe caboose of ax to* 4£9 was demolished, a& em­
ployee deadheading in it killed, i-'ix care on th«? pear af 
xtra 459 ware considerably damaged, while engine 47® was 
derailed and slightly taagad, 

Thia part o f tha Ueniral Sailread of flaw Jersey 
is a 4-track road* 1 rains ara operated by tlaa table and 
t?ain orders, thalr movemente being pro teat*4 fay an a u toast tie 
block signal system* The traok la straight for at least 
two alios in each direction, and the gra<ie slightly descend­
ing for westbound trains* The weather was clear and cold* 

flagaaa fa mat of eaa thorn, d extra 458 f whose caboose 
was on a adjoining track a Gout IS or £0 ear length* east o* 

where tbe collie ion occurred, stated taat ha w a« getting o f f 

the oabooaa whan he heard extra 47$ approaching, ant that he 
aaw the flaga&n or extra 469 ^swinging hia red and wait* l^a-
teraa* Ha did not bear aaj torpedoes explcde, but aald that 
hia failure te boar thea might bare been aaa to his exalte-
raent, % thought the flags*, a cf extra 419 «he °aak a dis­
tance of 10 or 1£ car lengths. 

Flagitaa 1» B* oaddon af extra 469 eald that ha pat 
down oae torpedo «awm the train slowed down approaching tha 
water tank, After the traia stopped he werrt back to flag, 
;;eing hack a distance of about 1£ aar lengths. Ha saw extra 
478 approach!*,, hoard the expioeidn of tha torpedo, and 



began giving atop signals with bin red aaa white lanterns. 
There wae no response to his Bign&le, aad aa the engine 
pasted hla, working a team, he threw hie lanterns ai the 
e&a windows. 

Conductor M* E, Sadden of extra 459 atatad that 
when the tre In lowed down approaching the water task he told 
the flagman to pat down a torpedo, when the w i n etopped, 
he aaw tha xlagfoaa start back and he himeeif started forward* 
Eo stated that he waa about 12 or 15 ear length0 flfora the rear 
whoa he beard the exhaust of the engine of 417* He looked 
back and saw th© flagsmn giving stop El^sala, He Witched hla, 
@&w him swing hie lantern* for a eaaple ef «alnatefl and appara. 
antly then start to run, aad be himself at once started for th* 
caboose, sat the collision occurred when he m a a or 7 ear 
lengths from it. Conductor Co.dden alee etated tbat he eaw 
the ilaga»n tare*/ his lanterns at the engine whan it paeaed 
hla* He oould not say definitely aaw far back the flagman 
v;ent. 

•̂ nginesaan Millar staled that the la.pt ©utossatio 
signal seen by him was a signal aaat ef Lane*a aroseing, 
After dropping tbe r ere roe lever down a oouple of nota&ea, 
he be^an to feel & little drowsy ana said that be remembered 
nothing mere until the time of the collision. He did not 
hear «ny torpedoes or ee* any/thine; of the flagman* On 
Jeunaarj £E, Engine man Miller went on daty at 7«0Q f «m# and 
registered off duty at IE ©6clook noon oa J&ntiary SSrd, this 

http://la.pt


-4-

being aftar a period of 16& hours duty* Ha want to baft 
at about £«@G p.m. and got up at about 9 p.m. ita reported 
for duty at midnight in order to go out at 1 a»m#. janaary 
£4th, He regie tared in at i.4I5 p.m. f jaguar 7 S4th, want to 
bed at about p.m., and was called at 9»£5 p.m. to go on 
duty at 10.£0 p.m. on the trip on * hioh thia ©aai dent occurred. 

Head 3rakeasan Boe&u stated that, at he felt cold, 
h@ had shut the cab windows on the left side. There waa 
cor* eteam In th© oat, and it nado him foal drowsy aad finally 
be fell asleep. He stated th* t he rem*>i berad when tbe en­
gine entered a out in the vicinity of X&ne*a Crossing; ha 
then fell asleep and anew nothing no re until the ccllliian 
occurred* 

On a c c o u n t of engine 478 hoiug of the double-cab 
or "Mother Hubbard" type with the engineman lo tho cab ever 
the boil»r, the fireman waa sot in direct oc naaanioation with 
the englneman, and ?ireraan -iauber etated that he knew nothing 
ahout the englnezaan or head brakeaan being asleep/ the firat 
tan? knew of the train &* ead being when tha collision occurred. 
He alao stated that he did not hear or small an exploded tor­
pedo; neither did he see &r,.j Gi^n of a flagman* 

From the statements of employees, it ia apparent 
th. t there is no corroboration of tl&gsaaa 0&dd«n*a statement 
%ht.% .ie put down a torpeSa. However, the statement of the 
flagman of the extra standing oa an adjoining track indicated 
that 7lagman Oadden was ha&k 10 or 12 aar lengths, giving atop 
signals* ..bile ."lagiaan Oadden did not by any means go b>ok 



a^ f&r an he could, nevert he lees: under the existing conditions 
he west back far eaoagfc ta have stopped ***** 4fS baft £ag**»-. 
ssari Miller heem awake* 

Shi* aocident was e&aeed by the ffeilure Of iaaglaeia&a 
t e l l e r to observe aa i obey attorn.* tie, block signal indications, 
as well aa tbe ctop signals fives by tha flagman* da* to tha 
fact that be wag aeioep. . contributing aaaa* was tha failure 
of Bead Br&keisan Boca® to observe tas a utaaa tic signal iadioa-. 
ticne, as w e l l as the signals e f the flagtsta* 

tween 7,00 n*m.f Jaaaary £8, and 4 # H **m. Jawaary 
£5, the approximate tiae of the collision, Sngineraan Ulller 
had been o f f duty an aggregate e f hours and 46 minatea* 
Of this time, only a little ever 9 bears had been spent in 
sleeping• Sinhour* sleep out o f 67 consecutive hears is 
m% enough sleep for anyone, a a i &agiaessta Hi Her is partisan 
larly a t fault for net obtaining more aleep la ths time a t 

hie disposal, 
^Qglnsman filler was employed as a brakemajt is frirmrfyt 

X907, resigning in l»rah. He was again employed as a brakf-
aan in Jtiise, 19 07, and ia July of the same year w e smd* a 
firesan* In A r c h , 191$, he was promoted to engineman* H a d 
Brakeman Beeam was employed a& a hxeJraman in December, 1915* 
sits record m e olear, 

lion* e f the employees involved had been en duty in 
violation of any of the provisions of the hoars of service law* 
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