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. _ ~ _- . . f l» Jejqr JJL* tear* w*c » flwgwjt „ ^ . ^ ^ W ^ A * * 

pe.ee eu#er tarn, l a on the uentrel <d*vilro*4 of flew Jeree? *>t 

Jereey Gity t it. J , , wiiioh resulted l a the d«fitb of 1 am-

pluyee *j*d to* injury of £ ma ploy 9*9, "Shis ueoieent « * * 

in*eeti#eted in conjunction with the itew Jereey 'ublle 

U t l H t i * » OooMiiwion, una *e » reeul t of this inve»t i«e« . 

t ion the Qhief of the eureeu of sofety report* » c fe l low* I 

leeetcd e t the entrance to tne p»e*ene;er rtfttion e t Jereey 

City* Operation of train* orer the track on ehivh the de~ 

rui iaent occurred i i directed end ou**rvlce& toy train di-> 

reetexu in Vower trein AOTeaento Uelug uatnorleed by 

interlocking eigjaule control led fro/a th i s tower* ?horc ie 

e epeed reetr le t lon in the current t iee-t*ole* tteetlou 7, 

percjrrcvh reeding * * follow** 

Xreine euet net exceed e epeed 
of ten (10) * i i « * per hour in p*oei*-t 
tnrough the c l i p ewltehee e t Tower M * 
Jereey City ," 

fi*t tr*e* *t the point of derei laent ie ie id 

with 100 - p e u u d eteel rc-ile end tree ted yel low pJLao t i e 

H a b e r e , epkvced ££ inooee f r o * center to center, buXZeerted 

?he der&iiaejit eeeurreti neer Sower M « " which i e 
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wit A. trap reek* %im tree* and a l l turnout a l ly switches 

ere seouxod with t i e plet#» and ra i l braooa, double spiked* 

Xb* «u*rd rail* *re a^uippad with opaoial guard ra i l t ie 

olatoa* oesfelnod with the guard r a i l bass. She tr*s* wan 

la goo a condition. 5fewor ~Q* ia looated atfsroxlamtely 

3,000 foot veet of Sower "n." while ?ow*r n'd" lo ej>yre»-

laertoly ^ W f t t t *c»t oT ToooaF tn# <5 ietnnos Tsotwooa 

loser "U" and fewer " A " eel**, tfcorerero* about b.OhO root, 

At th« t ioe of tho aooidoat the weataer *a» eleer, 

Sao train iarelvou ooo eaeteoaad looal posaen#-or 

So. * M » ea route free Ctfmferd, M. J# to Joroejr tflty, S* 

i t eoaoiatod of looomotire oOd, a 10-ehoel looonotivo 

ooulpped eita the ..oottoa tree f i r e boa, o allHitoel ooaohea 

and 1 all*oteol oo*»lttatlen oar, ana ono in oharge of Sen-

das tor £oonie and Jngiaosjan Keefcler* I t ^opartod from Cm** 

ford at f jod a* aw, on t ie* , paoeed fewor at 0;£3 a* a., 

1 adnuto la te , And at 8ifce a* a,, wnilo asking the dirertiDf ; 

•er««#at free) s» in traok So* 1 to w n i n a l station trao* a*e« 

I s , w*a derailed Jaat after passing over a «*o# 9 donela sl ip 

a*l ten od foot lon«r and dssl#«*ted aa d l i » &o+ 1£1. 

7&o on* las oaaa to a o top at a point dag. 14 foot o u t 

Of tts a»a tor l r eel ten to ol io tfo, 1£1. fho online broko 

aoay from tbo tool or and oaaw to root in a petition diagonally 

aorooo tba tmoJeo, resting on i t s rlgnt aids, elo&e* rovwroed 

in dirootioB, anile the tensor oatat to a atop a short dlotaneo 

esst of tne oojtins, bat wao not badly d& tat gad, fho f i r s t 



* a • 

eoceh in toe train had both truck* derailed and eame to 

r « « t leaning a l ight ly to tho north* the ee«*md eeemh hod 

it* front truoJi detailed, while l t « rear truck* wore on 

th* traok end tho ear remained upright, 2h* laet four 

eeeoheo remained on the rail** After feeing derailed, the 

engine travelled e die/tanee of AdO feet e*et of tho puint 

wfcore i t eypewewtly ft ret l e f t the W i t ^ r e * « ' Inlt^eeourwe 

Of i t e movement collided with Signal tr iage ^ , #0 feet 

veet of lower demolishing it* a**fln**»a Jieefcler wee 

k i l l ed , the fireman and the road feremma of en*ln*«, wh* 

warn eleo riding en the •Aflne « t the time, were injured. 

fftwamtnetion of the track after the derailment 

dieoloeed the f l re t mark* of derailment en tho right eide 

of the traok to be clearly defined flange mark* on th* heed 

ef the gruerd ra i l et a point fft feet eaet of the cwitch 

leading to Slip tfo. 1*1. The f l re t mark* on the t i e* * » 

tke Incite of the guard ra i l vera about 6 iaehe* from the 

bace omd *0 feet eaet ef the em ten* Kb* f l re t mark* on 

tke l e f t side were found ea tke bee* of th* ra i l* an the 

outeide, 8T feet eaet of the ewltch* 

•firemen 9*Hecher stated that th* train panned 

fewer • C at a epeed of about 16 or 99 mile* an hour and 

I t wee movim* about T or 0 ai lee am hoar ever Slip 111 t* 

Sower "a*1* the train *ad teen brou*fht aluoct to a etend~ 

e t i l l jast before the eeaek** l e f t tke track* He did met 

look out to see ei*nale, o* be thoof ht tni* *a* being dome 



* 7 TFEE R E A D F O R N A A N of O A G L N A A , W H O woo R I D I N G A I T H N L A 

O M T A O L E F T E L D O of T H O « N F I N E * 

G E N D U O T E I R UONNLFL S T A T E D T H A T T O O A V A J T E A W O R O 

A P P L L O D A N A T N O E Y E E D R E D U E E D A T S E W E R * C , " E N D T H A T W H E N 

T H E Y W E R E B E T W E E N S E W E R " C W A N D " O W O R * » # • T H O * > O * : I A S * E * N 

S L E W E D D O W N W I T H A A O O O N D B R A K E A P P L I C A T I O N B O F ORE * * A S I N £ 

OTer T H O T»tf I T O H E A . J ^ P R O F E C H I R I ^ T ^E ' V ^R ^ t n a l H O I f l t noV' ' """" 

S O T I O E A M E T B O R T H O B R A K E S W O R E A P P L I E D , H A T E E L D T B O E P E O D 

O F T H E T R A I N W A O A L A O H O N E D A N D E E T L O O T E D T H E O P E E D A T T O W O R 

"A* A N D O R O R F L I P 1*1 A T 10 O R 1* M I L A A A N H O A R . H O B A D 

F E N O T O T H E R E A R A N D of T H E F I R O T O A R A N D TED S T A R T E D T O 

O P E N T H O T R A P D O O R O W H E N H E F A I T A S U R G E of T H E T R A I N * A N 

E O O R X E N E Y E P P L I E E T I O A O F T H O A I R O R N K E E B E I N G F E L T A T A B O U T 

T H E A N A E T I N E . B E L O O K E D O U T S I D E A N D A A W T H E C U R E S W I N G I N * 

T O O N O A I D E , H U T T O E E N G I N E H A D N O T Y E T T U R N E D O V E R * 

* * G K * G E < A A E T * R S H I L L A M O E S T I A N T E D T H O S P E E D G E S O I N G 

T O A E R " C * A T F R O M D O T O *0 FTILES A N H O U R , A N E P P H O E T L O N O F _ 

T H E B R A I I « O S O L A * A A D E A T oho A T T H A T I > O I N T . H O D I D N O T T H I N K 

T H O S P E E D A T S O W E R " » * WAO A O H I G H N O <0 N I L O O A N H O U R , H O 

N E T L O A D A S E R R I E E A P P L I E A T I O N of T H E B R U M * A O M E N T I T E R W O R O 

B E T W E E N T E S E R *B* A N D S O O E R *A* A N D T H E S>>EED WAA R E D U C E D , 

T H E N A L L A T O A O E A N E E W R W O A E Y A P P L I E A T I E N woo W A D E * A F T E R 

O N I O N T H E T R A I N E A N T I N N AD A A B O R T D I S T E O O E , F O L L O W E D B Y A 

M O R A S E V E R E I A R , TFCE T R A I N T H E N OOTELNG T O A A T O P . B E A F T E R * 

W A R D O A L D T H O E W E R G E N E Y A P P L I C A T I O N WAO A»ADO W H A N T H O T R A I N 

WAO I A T H O Tie L A I T Y O F J O E E R NM" A N D H O N O T O D I T A N U N U S U A L * 
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Be tbsegbt no release of brakes woo **de and toot tho train 

eon tinned with brakes applied to tho point of uemilswat. 

breJteatta Sigiaar etoted th*t bo f « l t e *«rr loe 

applieetlen of tho brakes ee tho troia oo«o around tbo 45env» 

amnlpaw Carve, mar fowor "*0," wbloh be ootlooa 0 0 0 released, 

thee, shen between fowor "£* end tower *A, * another sortiee 

ocpiitotlos en* 0 0 0 0 % two see and a l e to r to one rff obey dftfrl* 

eeuou, followed elaoot ias*di*tsly Or tbo aoeifient. Ho 

did not think tho speed epproaehin? too terminal woo OA

KS oo l . 

faoeenger Sroffle hnnager oops, who ems e, paneon-

for on train So. L&A, stated he wao familiar with traek eon-

i l t loao approaobloff Jera«y City Station. So wan rid in* in 

tbo f i r s t eoaeh and did not no ties any reduction in speed 

in peeelnjr around eoosnuslpaw Curre, nor wao bo owfcre of any 

emergenoy applloatioa of brakes until after tho truin F assoc. 

over tbo swlteh. anile no eta tod no could not give export 

toot lawny as to speed, be was oenoolouo or tho f^et that 

tbo train » * * running at a hi^h rate of speed ewnaUlerin-

i t s leemtien, and ho eotismted tbo opeod at tbo time of do* 

smilaoat at from £0 to aft miles an hour* 

A S S I S T A N T Srain Dlreotor Meebaa, stationed ia 

loser **>" at T H E t i a» of tbo A E O I D E N T , stated THFET i t wow 

9 :£4 a. A* wbon the bell oootrollod frow T O W E R *<** mo rnng, 

Indieatin*. tbo approach of train * M . rfhen this 'train was 

opposite tbo yardaaster's o f f i ce , eloee to tower *A t * bo 



le*k*4 *vt hi* eaten «Ad i t wae then about tt;»d ft. a* B* 

thought two or three minute* elapsed from th« time the 

tr*in we* sun* ana ed by tke t e l l &• helm* *t 2owwr "<J* until 

th* eeeldeni oeeurred • 

fentneer of keintenanoe of -ay k**n*r etnted that 

after th* eoeident ** •sMiintd th* ewlteh point* and found 

tkem in **** eemditoon. K* thought tfetfr 

point of traok eoaotruotion this nwitea would h* safe for a 

speed of no or 30 al l** *n hour and could not find any traok 

vendition whit* a, in hi* Judgment, had contributed to th* 

derallaant. 

Assistant 3up«r intend eat of itotive i*ow«r Jlink 

stated that engine 60o « * * released f run the ohop* on A y 

Id* after havine; received general repair*. I t had bee* thor

oughly broken in before being oaeigned to road service; thin 

loeeaetive had made a to at three trip* after being placed la 

eerviee end before th* derallaoat ooourreu, after tho acci

dent he enaained Ute fltto&ctt ou both driving fenu truol. wheel* 

and applied a gauge to th* engine truek* ef both pa ire of 

wheels, found then to be l a rood adjustment, but eld hot apply 

tke taupe to the front driver*. Be found one eale teat* 

he said their usual pre*tie* *** to provide 1/e Sank elear* 

anee between nab* and boaee ea truck wheel*, end 1/d inek 

total elearaaee for the driving wheel*. On thin particular 

engine the olearaaoe between boxes and hubs ea a*in wheel* 

was about a/Id of aa iach. la hi* judgment there was nothing 



la tbe dOelga or eonstractioa of too engine trnek whloh 

weald enotreet from tae provleion for lateral or radial < 

aoveaent and whloh atftht Mvt eameed tat derailment* 

Oeaerel -uooonotive laapootor T O O ĥy A to T O D T H A T 

abeat do niaate* after too eeeldent a* eraaiaei too trnoka 

aad fiaagee of looemotive dOft, found thoa to bo iaj-^e^oojb* .... 

dltivat bo believed tho engine traefc bad fa l l and pro oar 

provlaloa for lateral neves* at and 0 0 old find no tain- V H L E H 

ooald bare eoniribated to too derailment. B O did not think 

toot train So. k34, runnia* at only 10 or Id a i l«a aa BOWER 

enterlat too ewiteb on tfcls a l i o , would t*rm travelled the 

dimtaaoe i t did af ter on emergency appllwetloA o f tbe brekaa 

oof ore cemlag to a stop* He attributed too aeoltent to oar* 

eosslve epeed end tfaemght that had the sol to h boon taissa a t 

a speed of 10 alien aa boor, there would bavo boon no derail* 

meat} bo van of the opinion that the opsod wao not less than 

4* a i lee aa hoar tbreagh tho ooltob* HO believed W H A T , t » > 

reopeetive of toe ens in* being new and ooaoofnoatlf not as 

free ia l ta action aa one oh lob bad boon ran&la* few several 

montha* bad tbo speed boon la eo cor dense with Sale ?, the 

aeaidant weald not bavo eeearred* ainee leaving tbo she P A » 

engine iOo bad boon Operated without t i f f lenity ever T H O 

•witobso at ewvoey 0 1 V feraiaol, also over similar swltabea 

at Craaford, ao woll as abort switches at Oak Island, bat 

at tbooo points there bad toes ao opportunity of getting; 

op speed. 



A careful inspection by the Uonaiselea's iaeyee-

tors of the typo, e#na truoti n and conditio** o f the eagia* 

true**, wheel* sad *beel flanges f a i l e d to disclose any

thing which ooaOd here been responsible fear the derallaeat* 

the tcstiaoay of the eonduetor, corroborated by the en t i re 

•row, wee to the e f f e c t toot teraiaal test* o f too pewer 

sraaes Aod b«en made, th»t h i l brakes wers operative and la 

food oo ad i t ion and that no d i f f i c u l t y and coca experienced 

in properly cont ro l l ing the train for a l l s tat ion stope and 

a l e* downs* 

She result o f the deral laeat deee not support tke 

testimony of the t ra in crew e*aocraia# th* speed of tke t ra in , 

eat lad lea tee that a considerably kicker rat* of speed ob

tained a t tke tin* of eater lag 31 ip Ho* 1*1 and at tke t in* 

e f dera l laea t . this t ra in *ee equipped tilth nigk-speed 

t reses , with Id-inch cylinder* and elaep brake* oa a l l ear*, 

and at a apeed of from 7 to 10 a l l ** aa near ac eatlaated ^ 

by eea* of the witnesses, i t undoubtedly could bare been 

stopped by an emergency areke application in a shorter d i e t -

aaee than 4*0 f ee t fro a the f i r s t merits of derallaant* 

This derailment was caused by t ra in entering 

Sl ip Je, I k l a t a rate of speed considerably l a awes** o f 

that permitted by Special jtole ie* 7 in the current time

table , fo r whiek fiaglueaaa l ee s l e r is responsible* 

Saglttotaw *'oehler had been eaaloyed by th i s road 



» E * A P E A O L L R O O » T Aiffwut T I A E * O R R * * « E A O F A A J F L A A * L A 

A T * O A A R F A N A T L A G E « * A I N V O L V E D L A M I N O R D T W I L W A T I , A O L -

11*LEA* nad O V E R R U N N I N G O F E V L T E N E * . 

T O * OJ-EW O F T H I * T R O L A B A N B E E N O N DATJR L O A A 

• B A A 4 H O U R * , E I T B . R O O T P E R I O D * T A R R L A R F R O A D T O 8 6 * V O U R » * 


