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AT JERBIY QITY, H. J., Muy 1R, 19d9, ; . /f
Juw 80, 1019,

C e ,,,*:fm My AR, lili, $00re WS & GOFNALMSRY G gpuiitiiindaen oo
pasuengef train on the Jentral dsiirosd of New Jeryey s

Jerpey City, i. J., whiah reaulted in the dedth 5&‘ i em

Ploges aad the injury of E saployees. Thie weolident wip
investigeted in conjunction with the Hew Jarmey °blie

i

Utilitiss Vommixsion, wnd 4u & result of thia investighw
tion the Ghief of the Buresu of Safety repurts &a followss

Fhe dersilmest cecurred neay Sowsr "4,” whioh 1is
logeted 8t the entrunce to ioe pansenger pition st Jerwsy
Gity. Cperetion of trwins over the treok om whieh the dew
raillment goourred iw dirested and Iuyfﬂilﬂ by truln 43~
repturu in Wower "A.Y trein mvwwt& hﬂns puatnorized ’hy
interiveking signale sontrolled froa sbis towex. There ia
s gpsed restrietion in the eurrent time=tanle, Heotion 7,
FARsgTeLE 4, Teadlng as follows;

A=  ILrains sust 2ol exseed & spoel

of ten {10) miles per hour in passiag

througlh: the slip ewitohes at Zower "“A®

Jerpey City,"

The trucr &t the point of derailume is lald
with 100-pound stesl raile and tredtsd yellow pine tie

tizbery, spxesd £2 inonee from center t© gentsy, bullusted *


http://pe.ee

-:ﬂ

with trap roek, The %Imex and &1l twmout sliy ewitahes
Are geoured with tie piutes and reil druces, double spiked,
I gusxd raile are squipped with speoisl gwmyd weil tis
platss, gomdined with the guerd rail base. ZIThe t¥kek way
is good-eondition, ower "G" ia looused spproximmdely
3,800 feet waat of Tower "B," while lower "i” im spyrom-
Imtely 2,100°Toet weat OF Towsd ®h,¥ fhe Wintnnes beivesn
Tower "G” snd Towsr "a¥ being, thersfore, mbout b,600 feed.
At the time 0L the sgoident Sus wanthnr wog elaar,

Tiw tréin lavolvei was ecastbound lookl phesenpgelr
No. L84, en routs from Crunford, M. J. %0 Jersey Uity, 8, 4,
A% sousisted of loouaotive 608, a 10~-whwel loeomative
squisoed with the ~eotten type Lire box, § all-stesl acvaches
and 1 all-stesl ocomiination osr, wnd was ia oherge of Som~
dustor DLennis and dnginemsn Koshler., I% ceparted from Uruie
ford &t Y.b4 a, m,, on time, passed Tower “C” o% B:50 8, ™.,
1 minuts lete, and at Gikb 8. me, while meking whe diverging
Rovassnt Irom mein Wesk Ho, 1 t0 terminsi simtion txwox Mo,
18, wed derslled juat afier pessing over & 4o, ¥ doubls slip
swiltech &4 fes$ long &nd desigisted «a Hdipy 0. 1El.

The engine o8 30 & wicp 4% & voint BEL.16 Teet enat
of the weaterly switeh t6 5lip No. 1R1. The sagioe broke
ansy rom the temier and onae to rest {n & yb{lﬁsim disgonally
S4rope ihe tIkeks, resting om its rignt side, 8lusey yeverssi
i direstion, ahile $he tencer chuns to & stop & BTt distance

west Of the engins, but was not Wdly dumaged. The first
¥
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soaok in the trais iwd both trusks dersiled and sume %0
rest leaning slightiy t¢ the nerth. The sesend oossh i
its front truok derailed, wihile its rear trueils wWere on
the Srezi and toe eur remmined upright, Ihe lest four
ovashas rsmmined on the relie. 4l'tay being deraulled, the
enyine travelled a distanse of RGO Teet sust of the puint
where 1§ wppavently Firet left 4he YEiIW, Wnd’ in%%-w ’
9f its movemsnt gollided with Signal éridge g ., 50 teet
w888 of Tower “aA," demclishing 1t, Baginemn Loehler wes
killed, the fireman and the road foremn of engines, whe
was also riding on the englne at the Sime, sere injured,

Exsaination of the treek after the deruilment
disglosed the first murkas of derailment en she right sidas
92 the truck to be clesrly defined flange merks on the head
of the guard yuil 8t & point YK Lest sast 0f tha pwitch
isading 0 Slip Ko, LEl. Ths ﬂn} marks os the tiey on
the laslda of the guaxd Tall were about & isches figm the
Wise snd ¥O0 Toet eoat Of the mmiteh. The firet mrks om
the left side ware found on the bass Of the rwil, on e
cataide, 47 Teat sast of the switsh,

Firensn Gullagher stated that the trein passed
Towar "0” at o speed of about R5 or 30 miles an hour and
it maz moving about ¥ or 8 alles an hour aver Slip 1£1 %o
Tower YA." ZThe train dad bhaen hrought alwmost o & slend-
#8111 Just belare the conanes left the trapk. ls 4id net
look eut t0 see slgnals, ca he thowght Lis wes being doxwe
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Y the rosd foreman of sngines, who wes Tiding with him
an the left side of the ongine, ‘
Conduotor lennia stated that te drskes were
spplied spd shie syeed reduaet at Jowery "0," and timt whan
they wers betwoen Sower "C" and Zower "B," the aaginewan
slowed down with %« seaond braks application before yaasing
over the switohds, Approrchlfp ¥he teralnal he Ml wes ~
netics shether the breles ware applield, dut ssid s spasd
el the treia was slackaned and eatimsted the sjeed ot Tower
"A™ and over 3lip 181 at 10 or 1E milss &b howr, Mo had g
gons to the resr end of the Lirat oar snd rad sterted e
spen the Wwap 400re when b8 fealt & surge of tha train, sn
smargeney appiliention of the alyr bruxes being feld at abous
the sase time. He looked outside snd suw She cure swisging
$0 one side, dut the engine had et yet turnad ovar.
Jegpageamater Skiliman estimated the mpeed assing
Tower "G" at fyam 4B V0 5O Miles um hour, an spplisetion of
the braies being m-u Gbout that point. He did m;t TLink
fhe apeed 2t Sosexr "™ wes o8 high s B0 miiss an hour, Us
notiswd & servies applloation of tis brakes shen Sisy wers
botwon Tower “B" and Zowar A" and the speed wes rcﬁw.
then sll &% onae un emsrgensy &pplicution wus made, after
wcickh the traim gsntinued & ahors cisteangs, followd by &
more severe jar, the train then coming %0 & s%0p. He alkexw
ward ssil the emergeney spjplicstion was muds when the trein
was in the vicianity of Tower “B"™ and be noted it sa mml-
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Be thouvght 1o relsase of brakes was Wnde and thet the tysin
sontipued with brekes appliesd % the point of dersilmeat.

Eyakemun Yugwoer atetsd thst he felt & ssrvies
agplication of the Drakes &8 the train cams around she Uome
muaipsaw Curve, neny Towsr “0," whioh he notiosd was Telesssd,
thed shen hotween Tower “B" and ToweX "A,Y sunovher service
ATPITENT10n and ebond Ywo sessndn Hiter sa Eermensy EOLL-
sation, folldwed almost immedis tely By the sgoiient, He
41é no% thiank the speed spproashing the terainsil wis Wne
wsubl.

Pansenger Traffie Manager Eope, whe Was 4 pARSen~
goF on train Ho, E34, stuted he wus fumiliar with trealX sen-
ditione spprosching Jerssy Cily Swtion. Xe was riding 3;!
the firet coash and 4i¢ not notise smy reduatisn in apeed
An pessing arvusd Cesaualpaw Curve, nor wis Le ewkre of any
suaTpensy Applisktion of brawss until after the truin passed
ever the switehi, Ehile he stated hw chuld uot glve exierxt
tedtimony a8 10 apesd, he was aemulaui; ol the feot that
the train was ruzning at & high rate of apesd sempidering
ite loeation, and he estimmted the spewd at the time of &o-
reilment at from £0 to 25 nilea an hour.

Apsistant Trein Lireetor deshan, stationed in
Towsr “A" at tho tlae of the sgcident, atated thnt 1t was
8:52 . w, when the bell gootrolled from Tower “U" was rung,
jndiestiog tie approsch of train 854. dhen shis Arsin wes
opposite the pardwsater's office, aluvas to Jower "A," he
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lsaked st his wateh and it wae then adomt U84 8. n. B
thought two or thres minutes eluised froz the tine the
trein wis sunounced by the bell cw being &% Tower "¢® nmtil
the asgldent cesurred, )

Engineer of Waintensnos of ay Heutwr sthted that
after the soaildent he sxnined $he switoh polnts wand found
Shom in geed womdition. He Wmousht fhet Frow-tml-dekbas
point of traek somstruation this switoh newid He wafe for a
spasd ol &b ox 30 mila sn hour and oould nat Lind auy stk
oopdition which, in his Judgment, hné eomtributed to the
dexailment.

Asuistant Juperintendent of otive Sower Riok
stated thit mugine 606 was releasgsd from the shope on My
15, after maving recsivet gersrnl rapuirs; it bud besn thoye
vaghly broken im before being ansignad %0 rond service; this
losaaw tive had made adoat throee trips after deing plaoced in
servise und bafors the £erellaent ocouxred, After the sdod-
dent ne —unninad s flunges Qu hot}z cin:ung &na trﬁnh ;vh:olnl
sl spplied & guuge o the sngioe trucks of both puire of
whesls, founi them t0 be in £0od ad Justasst, das 3448 not apply
the gauge $0 the front drivers. He found one axie beid,
He said their nsuul practios wasz to provide 1/6 snsh alear-
aAge Detween hubp and hoxem an trusk whaels, and 1/4 insh
total gleurunos L£or tie driving whesls. un tis pertieniar
spgines tha clearance hetwesn boxes and hubs on main wheels
was about 3/18 of sa imch, ia his Judgment Shers was uothing
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in the denign or aonstruction ¢f the engioe t¥usk which
would snotrest from the rovision for latersal oF radisl) .
movensat and whish misht Imve asused the derellment.
Guneral idsemstive Imspsator Ven -hy stated thad
about 48 mismies after the sceldent he sxuminsed the trucks

uul I.Lmn of lumuvm 668, fonﬁ t}un tﬁ by umwm .

T D

unm; ba htlhﬂi the sagine truei had faulli and propsy
provision for latersl movemsnt and eould find sothing whish
stuld Luve contriduted to the dersilamt., He #id mt*ﬁm
et treia Bo. B34, rumniag &t only 10 or 1% ailes an WAey
entaring the switah on Wi alip, would nave travallad the
distanse 1t 344 after an emsrpgensy appliostion of tha brekes
Before coming 0 & stop., [s sttributed the seslismt ¥ sx-
s8aslve speed snd theeught thet bdad the awitoh hesn thien at
a spoed ¢f 10 miles ox houy, theye would bave Been mo Sersil-
wsat; be was of the opinion shat the speed was not lews thasn
&5 milas su hour through the switeh. Mo believel - that, S
reunmative of sae sxgine dalig new anid gonsepently not se
frae in its motion as oo which md Desn raunniagy for saveral
months, bad the spewd been in escvrdance with Xule ?,Ym
aselidsut wuld not ave ccourred., Since lesving the sheps,
engine §06 had been Operated ulthout diffisulty ever the
suitenen a% Jersey Giyy Terminel, alasv over aiallar swlitohes
at Cranfard, ae well ap abort ewitohes &t Usk Island, But
at those polmta there bBad dessn no gppertunity of getiing

up epeed,
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& sareful 1nspection by tie Uomalesisn's inayes=
Sors of the type, seratructi-a and eondition of the eagine
Sruoxs, whesls and wiibel flunges fuiled to dizclome smny-
Shing whickh could hmve been responnibie for the deruilment.
The testimony of the cundustor, corroborated by the entire
ersw, weas to tis effeot tiet torminml tests of the gﬂ‘llr t
braxps Had been mkds, ﬂutlun bruke y were operstive aud in
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#9004 gondition and tmt no 4i7ficulty had deen sxserisnced
in properiy controlliing the trsin for all sseation stope and
#low dowas.

The result of the dernilusnt does ot support the
Sestineny vl the trein orew osncerning ths spesd of She rain,
but indleites that o oonsidessbly highwr rate of wpeed wb~
Seinnd 4t the time of snterling 311ip Ho. IR1 and &% the tm'
of Sexilzent. This dreisn wes squipped with high-npeed
Wpncen, with l8~-ineh oylinders end olsey Wrakes on all ours,
ead 4t » apesd of from ¥ 0 10 miisd an hour ap ssblmmied
By some of ths witnwsases, 1t unldoubledly oculd buve been
stopped DY an cxsrgensy Breke appiloation in & shorter diste
angce than E50 fest from the first marke of dum {lment.

Thin cozsilment wun caused by train L4 entering
B8lip Be. 1£1 at & rete of spesed conmiderably in axoess of
that permitied by Special dule Jo. 7 in the currsaty tlasw
tehls, for whioch Enginesaa koehler is responsible.

Engloesen soehler had been euployed by thin rosd

El -



botn pennlized at 4iffexent times by reusva of suxines in
bis oharge hoving been invelved in minor dersilments, ol
listons wod overrmoaing of switahes.

The erew of this trein ped been on duty leus ‘
tha 4 houra, #ith rest paricds wyying from § to 80 howrs.
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