
ITT P3 INVSSTI CATION 07 AN ACCTEI^T T~-[TCF OCCURRED OFT THE 
GEM TP AIi RAILROAD 97 N ^ JEPSET NEAR OHATS^ORTH, N . J , 
ON JULY 2 7 , 1 3 ? 1 . 

September 17, 19 31. 

On J u l y 3'/> 1931 , t h e r e was a head -end c o l l i s i c n 

be tween a p a s s e n g e r t r a m and a f r e i g h t t r a m on the C e n t r a l 

R a i l r o a d o f Kew Jexsey, n ea r C n a t s w o r m , N J . , v h i c h r e ­

s u l t e d m the i n j u r y o f 11 p a s s e n g e r s and ? employees The 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n o f t h i s a c c i d e n t was conduc ted m c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t n a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e NeT? J e r s e y B o a r d o f P u b l i c 

U t i l i t y Commiss ione r s , and as a r e s u l t o f t m s i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

t n e C h i e f o f t h e Bureau o f S a f e t y r e p o r t s a s f o l l o w s : 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t n a t p a i t o f t he New J e r s e y 

Southern D i v i s i o n e x t e n d m ^ be tween Red Bank ana B a y s i d e , N , J r 

a d i s t a n c e o f 104 .2 m i l e s . In t he v i c m i o y o f t h e p o i n t o f 

a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r wr,ic^i t r a m s a r e 

o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e , t r a m o r d s r s , and a b l o c k - s i g n a l 

sys tem f o l l o w i n g p a s s e n g e r movements o n l y . 

The p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t was nea r the west p a s s i n g - t r a c k 

s w i t c h a t Chats wor th , about 860 f e e t west o f the t r a m - o r d e r 

s i g n a l , A p p r o a c n i n g the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t f rom t h e ea s t t h e 

t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r about 3 m i l e s ; tne g r a d e v a r i e s , b e i n g 

0 . 3 p e r ; en t d e s c e n d i n g f o r aboat 1,000 f e e t t o t h e p o i n t o f 

a c c i d e n t . A p p r o a c h i n g from t h e west t n e r e a r e about 800 f e e t 

o f t a n g e n t , a 3 - d e g r e e c u r v e l e a d i n g t o t he l e f t 530 f e e t m 

l e n g t h , and about 600 f e e t o f t a n g e n t to the p o i n t o f a c c i ­

d e n t . The wea tner was c l e a r a t t n e t i m e o f the a c c i d e n t , 
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which o c c u r r e d a t about 5 . 3 4 p „ n . 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Eastbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m No . 334 c o n s i s t e d o f 3 

b a g g a g e c a r s , 1 c o m b i n a t i o n b a g g a g e and p a s s e n g e r c a r , 1 

c o a c n , and I b a g g e g e c a r , i n t h e o r d e r named, n a u l e d b y en­

g i n e 573, and was in c h a r g e o f Conductor Creby and E n g i n e -

man Chamber la in The f i r s t c a r was o f s t e e l c o n s t x a c t i o n , 

w h i l e The o t h e r s were o f vooden c o n S T r u c t i o n . Upon t h e a r n ^ 

v a l o f t . n s t r a m a t A t s i o n , 11 „ 4 m i l e s from Cha t swor th and 

t h e l a s t t e l e g r a p h s t a t i o n , t h e c r e w r e c e i v e d two t r a m 

o r d e r s , Form 3 1 , r e a a m g as f o l l o w s . 

N o . 53 : "E~:. . 133 v i l l run e x t r a Lakenur s t t o Wins low 
J e t . and meet No . a t H a r r i s , 1 1 

N o . 5 5 : " & o . 324 w i l l meet E x t r a 182 west a t Cha t s -
wor tn i n s t e a d of H a r r i s . " 

T r a i n No . 334 l e f t A t s i o n ax 5 .04 p . m . , on t i m e , and 

as i t was round ing t h e c u r v e west o f Chat swor tn , a t a speed 

e s t i m a t e d t o have been be tween 35 and 30 m i l e s an hour , 

Engmeman Chamber l a in o b s e r v e d e x t r a 183 a p p r o a c h i n g from t h e 

e a s t a t a h i g n r a t e o f speed ; he b r o u g h t n i s t r a m t o a s t o p , 

but b e f o r e he c o ^ l d r e l e a s e the b r a k e s and s t a r t t h e t r a m 

backwards , i t was s t ruck by e x t r a 183. 

Westbound f r e i g h t t r a m e x t r a 182 c o n s i s t e d o f 10 

c a r s and a c a b o o s e , h a o l e d by e n g i n e 182 , and was m c h a r g e 

o f Conductor B o g a r t and Engmeman W i l s o n . A t L a k e n u r s t t he 

c r e w r e c e i v e d a copy o f t r a m o r d e r N o . 53 , p r e v i o u s l y 

q u o t e d , w r i t t e n on Form 1 9 , E x t r a 182 l e f t Lakehur s t a t 4.46 

P . M . , l e f t W h i t m g f t n e l a s t t e l e g r a p h s t a t i o n , 13 .5 m i l e s 



- 3 -

frorr. Chat s w o r t h , at 5 .08 p . m . , p a s s e d t ^ e t r ;~m-order s i g n a l 

a t C h a t s w o r t h , c i c h was d i s p l a y i n g a atop i n d i c a t i o n f o r t h e 

pu rpose o f h a v i n g t h e c r e w r e c e i v e a Copy o f t r a m o r d e r N o . 

5 5 , and c o l l i d e d wi th t r a m U o . 334 w h i l e runn ing a t a speed 

e s t i m a t e d t o nave been about 45 m i l e s pe r hou r . 

The p a s s e n g e r t r a m was d r i v e n backwards a d i s t a n c e 

o f about 65 f e e t , t h e e n g i n e coming t o r e s t m an u p r i g h t 

p o s i t i o n . w i t h a l l whee l s d e r a i l e d . The t e n d e r b r o k e away 

f rom t h e e n g i n e and the f i r s t c a r , and came t o r e s t on t h e 

south s i d e o f t h e t r a c k , w i t h t h e c i s t e r n t o r n from t h e f r ame . 

None o f The c a r s m t r a m N o . 324 was d e r a i l e d . Eng ine 183 

came t o r e s t on i t s l e f t s i d e on t h e south s i d e o f t he t r a c k , 

and was q u i t e b a d l y damaged. The f r i s t c a r m t h e t r a m o f 

e x t r a 182 was d e m o l i s h e d , w h i l e the nex t two c a r s w e r e d e ­

r a i l e d and damaged. 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

Engmeman C h a m b e r l a i n , o f t r a m N o . 334, saw the w e s t ­

bound t r a m o r d e r b o a r d a t Chatsxvorth d i s p l a y i n g a s t op i n ­

d i c a t i o n and wnen he saw e x t r a 183 he t ho eight i t was u o v m g 

so f a s t t h a t i t would n o t b e a b l e t o s t o p ; on t h i s accoun t 

he a p p l i e d t h e a i r b r a k e s and b rougn t h i s own t r a i n t o a 

s t o p . The agen t on duty a t Cha t swor th s a i d he c o p i e d t r a m 

o r d e r N o . 55 and p l a c e d t h e t r a m o r d e r b o a r d in t h e s t o p 

p o s i t i o n f o r e x t r a 183 a t 4 ,59 p . n . When he saw t h e e x t r a 

a p p r o a c h i n g he though t i t would n o t be a b l e t o s t o p , and s a i d 

h e g a v e a s top s i g n a l Tith h i s hand from t h e f i r e m a n ' s s i d e 

o f t h e a p p r o a c h i n g t r a m , bu t t h a t no a t t e n t i o n was p a i d t o 

i t . 
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Engmeman F i i a o n , o f e x t r a 132 , s a i d ne had no t e x ­

p e c t e d t o r e c e i v e a t r a m o r d e r at Cnausworch r e l a t i v e t o 

t r a m N o . 324 , m a s r j c h a s i t -as t h e 3 a s t t e l e g r a p h o f f i c e 

b e f o r e r e a c h i n g H e r n s , t h e m e e t i n g p o i m ; f i x e d by t r a m a 

o r d e r H o . 53 . When a p p r o a c h i n g Cha t swor th , Head Brakeman 

L u n d e l l s a i d tr.e t r a i n o r d e r b o a r d was i n the c l e a r p o s i t i o n . 

Sngmeman 7 / i l son s a i d t he p o s i t i o n o f the ooard was d i f f i c u l t 

t o see and tha t ne d i d n e t see i t s i n d i c a t i o n u n t i l a f t e r t h e 

a c c i d e n t . H i s f i r s t i n t i m a t i o n o f dange r was wnen ne saw-

smoke, l o l l o p e d by t h e appearance o f t h e e n g i n e o f t r a m No 

324 coming around ; ; e c u r v e ; r e s a i d he tnan gave h i s 

a t t e n t i o n t o b r i n g i n g h i s t r a m t o & s t o p , and d i d n o t n o t i c e 

t h e i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e t r a m o r d e r s i g n a l a s h i s t r a m pas sed 

i t . Brakeman L u n d e l l s a i d he nad d i f f i c u l t y in s e e i n g t h e 

p o s i t i o n o f t he t r a m o r d e r boards but t o l l t n e engmeman i t 

was m t h e c l e a r p o s i t i o n , h e tnen n o t i c e d t h e e n g i n e o f 

t r a m H o . 324 a p p r o a c h i n g around t h e c u r v e and on l o o k i n g a t 

t h e t r a m o r d e r b o a r d when p a s s i n g i t , sair t h a t i t was m t h e 

s t o p p o s i t i o n . 

Brakeman L u n d e l l c o u l d g i v e no d e f i n i t e r e a s o n f o r 

n o t b e i n g a b l e t o see t h e t r a m o r d e r b o a r d or f o r m i s r e a d ­

i n g i t s i n d i c a t i o n , ba t thought t h e background made i t 

d i f f i c u l t t o see t h e s i g n a l , w h i l e t h e s t a tement o f E n g i n e -

man W i l s o n a l s o i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e s i g n a l was d i f f i c u l t t o 

s e e . Tne s t a t e m e n t s o f o t h e r employees were t o t h e c o n t r a r y , 

t h e i r e s t i m a t e s a s t o i t s v i s i b i l i t y runn ing as h i g h as 3, 

m i l e , d e p e n d i n g upon weather c o n d i t i o n s . By aexua l o b s e r v a -
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t i o n i t was found t h a t on account o f t h e v a r y i n g ^ rade 

a p p r o a c n m g Cha t swor th I r o n t h e e a s t , t h e r e a r e c e r t a i n 

p o i n t s f r o i i wnich i t i s d i f f i c u l t to ^ee t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e 

s i g n a l , out under u n f a v o r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s caused by t h e c l o u d s 

of an a p p r o a c h i n g t s u n d e r - s t o r m , i t was found t a a t t h e s i g n a l 

was p l a i n l y v i s i b l e a d i s t a n c e o f about 2 ,000 f e e t . 

F i reman Veckman, o f e x t r a 1 8 2 , v«as making h i s f i r s t 

t r i p o v e r t h i s d i v i s i o n , he d i d net know t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e 

s i g n a l and s a i d tha t at no t i n e d i d he see i t s i n d i c a t i o n . 

Conductor B o g a r t f e l t an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e a i r 

b r a k e s and on g o i n g t o t h e c a b o o s e p l a t f o r m sa r t h e t r a i n , 

o r d e r b o a r d d i s p l a y i n g a s t o p i n d i c a t i o n ; h e e s t m a t e d t h e 

speed a t t he t i m e t o h a v e been about 50 m i l e s an h o u r . The 

s t a ; e m e n t s o f Flagman S k i l l p a n and Brakenan B r e s l m , oo th 

o f wncm w e r e a l s o i n t h e c a b o o s e , c o r r o b o r a t e d t h o s e o f Con­

d u c t o r B o g a r t . 

D i s p a t c h e r Spence r , on du ty a t t h e t i u . e o f t h e a c c i ­

d e n t , s a i d tha t when e x t r a 183 was d e l a y e d t o such an e x t e n t 

as t o make i t n e c e s s a r y t o cnan^e i t s m e e t i n g p o i n t ,T i th 

t r a i n H o . 324 , he t r i e d t o r each t h e o p e r a t o r a t W h i t i n g s f o r 

t h e purpose o f i s s u i n g t r a i n o r d e r N o . 55 t o the c r e w o f 

e a t r a 183 a t t h a t p o i n t . On account o f b e i n g u n a b l e t o g e t 

m communicat ion n t n t h e o p e r a t o r , h o w e v e r , h e found i t 

n e c e s s a r y t o i s s u e t n e o r d e r t o e x t r a 183 a t t n e m e e t i n g 

p o i n t . 

C o n c l u s i o n . 

T n i s a c c i d e n t ?as caused by t h e f a i l u r e o f Enppne-
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^an E l i s o r . , o f e ; ; t ra 183 , ~c o b s ^ i v e ?nd be g o v e r n e d b y t h e 

s t o p i n d i c a t i o n o f t n e t r a o n o r a e i o o a r d . 

Acco3JG.i_--.g t o h i s o wi s t a _ € e n t , En^i <5-^_i ^ r l ^ o n ""'s 

o p e r a t i n g ' " i s t r a m at a s^-eed o f 40 o r 45 m i l e s an hour , 

pe rhaps more , when a p p r o a c h i n g tne t r j u n o r c e r b o a r d , and ve^ 

w h i l e moving a t t h i s r a t e o f sp^ed , e n d e a v o r i n g t o see i t s 

i n d i c a t i o n , n o t i c e a t h e approach o f t r a m Uo. 334. E n g m e ­

man W i l s o n shoa ld have had h i s t r - i n under sucn c o n t r o l a s t c 

e n a o l e him t o b r i n g i t t o a s t op b e f o r e p a s s m g the t r=nn 

o r d e r c o a r d i n t h e even t t h a t he found tr.at b o a r d t o be m 

t h e s t op p o s i t i o n a and nad he c o i x r o l l e d t h e speed o f h i s 

t r a i n m t m s manner, t h i s a c c i d e n t undoubtedly would no t 

h a v e o c c u r r e d . 

m i l e Braheman L u n d e l l n isreacl t n e m d i c a t i n o f xhe 

t r a m o r d e r b o a r d , t h e r e i s n o t h i n g t o i n d i c a t e t h a t h i s 

a c t i o m m so d o i n g i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r Engmeman ^ l l s o n ' s 

f a i l u r e t o nave n i s t r a m under p r o p e r c o n t r o l , inasmuch as 

i t was .gust a f t e r he t o l d t h e engmeman t h e boa rd iias c l e a r 

t h a t t h e engmeman saw t r a m H o . 324 a p p r o a c h i n g ; he i a open 

t o c e n s u r e , h o w e v e r , f o r c a l l i n g t h e i n d i c a t i o n o f a s i g n a l 

b e f o r e b e i n g a b s o l u t e l y sure t n a t he p r o p e r l y o b s e r v e d i t . 

A l l o f t h e emp loyees i n v o l v e d were e x p e r i e n c e d men, 

and a t t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t none o f them had been on d u t y 

m v i o l a t i o n o f any o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e Hours o f S e r v i c e 

L a w . 


