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INTERSTATE COMIZERCE CO'UISETICH.

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN 5E INVES-
TIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED 0N TEE CENTRAL RAIL-
ROAD OF NEW JERSEY NEZAR CARTERET, N.J., ON JULY 18, 12&3.

Aupgust 7, 1933.

To tne Cormnissicon:

L)

On July 19, 1923, tnere was « aeralluent of & freigat
traln on tne Centrel Railroed of New Jersey newl Carteret,
I.J., whicn resultea 1in the aewth of cne employee ana the
injury of ocne enployee.

Locatlion anc method of operation.

The Carteret Extension branch of tne Central Division
18 « alngle-track line extencing between East Rahway tower,
cn tae Perth Amboy branch, across the Scuna Shere branch, to
the Reform. tory obraach, New Jersey Terminal corench, &na o
Variclts 1adustriel ccncerns in tne vininity cf Carteret and
Chreme. There are no passenger novements over this line,
1t beirg used to assenole anc alstriocute freignt cars to toe
industries in tals viclnlty &ng e relleve tane congestion in
tne yaras ot Elizecetapcrt, all movewernts opelng governed oy
YaId TILles. Tne point ©f cerail.cnt was On & Clnnectlcn
leacaing ¢ toe right frow the Carteret Extension pDrancs 1O
the dew Jersey Terwinal cranch. This connecticn is abGl?t
o0 feet long oetween switch polnts, ard 1ts center pcrtion
I0r « digtance of 370 feet 1s on a curve to tne right of
17° 15!, At a point acout 140 feet from the switca on tae
carteret Lxtension brench, the connection crosses tae Scuna
Shore branch, and asout 40 feet peyonu this crossing there
1s & switch lewding to tne left tc an 1ndustrial plant.
Trne Tirst marks of aerail.ent were oetween the frog cof the
Carteret Extension switch and the Sounu Shore Branch crcssing,
while tne train became entirely aerailed at tae switch.lgac-
ing oo tne i1nagstrial plant. The track on the Carteret
Lxtension br=nch 1s tengent for 3,300 feet while the graae
for toe entire uistence 1s level. The weether wag Cléwr
ot the time cof the wcciaent, whicn occurred at woout 8.45 &, .

Descraiption.

Switch engine 46, in charge ¢f Concuctor durphy and
Engilneman wclarthy, was switcning in the vicinity of the poins
of dereilrent, at acout 8.35 &.,m., 1t couplea t¢ & cut of
Ccars, approximately 35 or 40, the engine béacking up, with
helper engine 1in charge of Conductor Leary and Engineman
Byrnes couplea to the rear of tne cut, which englne was &lso
backing ug. Thls trein wag enroute westwara to a point on



the New Jersey Terminal tracks. It first mcvec back east-
ward until the leaailng engine was about 4,300 feet frow tne
Sounc Shore crossing, 1n oraer toO 1ncrease speea S0 as G 06
able tc ascend a heavy graae on the New Jersey Teraminal tracis
just beyona ths connecticn. The train entered the ccnnection
track switch ana was then aerailew waile treveling =t a speed
estirwted by the crew to have been petween 10 ana 15 mlies &an
hour.

The engine and tenaer were derwiled to the left, the
englne coming t¢ rest on 1ts right side &t & point aodut 350
feet frcm tne initvial p.oint of derailument, tne following nine
Cars were oeralled on both sices of tae track, piled up, and
more ¢r less oadly acc.aged. The euwployee killea was the
englnemanl Of engine 46.

Summary of evidence.

Fireman Kenny, of engine 46, st.ted that tne first
kncwleage ne nad of anything wrong sas when he heard a click-
ing ncilse «s thne englne was rouncing the curve, he hed Just
finisneu outting 1n & fire ana saia tnat at first ne thought
the engins #&s «il right, ot 1n < moment ne felt 1t on tne
grounu.  whlle holaing on to the tenuer ne saw The DOS Cars
piling 1p «ou tne engine oegel tC turn over. He sald tae alr
crafeg ~ere ccigled on part of tas train, cut ne gia not know
¢n ho v ie=ny cars they were cperating. He estimatea the speed
cf the trein «t tne time cf tne cerwilwent tc have bDeen anoul
le ui1les wn n0.r, ana #as ci toe cpialon that the engilne was
tze first tc oe uer=iled.

Conductor Leary, of the helper engins, was riding in tas
Cad of engine 48, just beaina Engineman ivclerthy. He saia
the first intim=tion ne haa cf anything wrong was when tne
englre Lasgses over the switch pcirts of tae Certeret Exten-
Slin Jrencn switco, «t wnich time the erngine segued O swWay
ana toer right 1tseif, Enfineman .cCartny aprliea the alr
Pre£€3 &ni 1% agaln swayed and rocked, ana he juvmpea.

Conductor lurphy stated thet ne was sitting on the top
¢f o« coal car asct 19 cars back of the engine, and tast toe
train had attained & speed ne thougat tc have peen less tnan
ls m1les an hour when he noticec tnet tne engineren haa shut
¢ff stsan, nis first impression Wes tawt possibly ¢as of tne
Ctaoer switch engines workKing 1n tals vi1CLnliy wes approaching
on the New Jersey Terwlnal orench, st ot about that tame hne
saf o tank car, shich waes tne first cor seconu Car owck c¢f tas
engine, swey ant then start turning over. He imweaiately
Junpea to the ground and begen giving stcp signals to the
engineman ¢f the helpsr engilne, these teing «Ctea ugcn promptly
He sa1d vaat 1% sas nct crstemary to couple eir brakes .on all
of the Curs 1n & trein of this kin., brt rathsr to couple only
the numoer thougut necesgsary, in this instwnce ne himgelf had
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not couplea any of the air brakes, ne knew that Brakeman
Blannick had coupled the air con scme of tne cars, but he did
not know on how many. In his opinicn, ocurned marks on the
rallg indiceted that a driving wneel had been derailea first.

Erakeman Blahnick statea that he wag riding on the
fourth car back of the engine, &nd that he had coupled the
&1r on the first six cars. After passing the Soura Shore
crossing he noticed that the engine was off of the track and
bouncimg on the ties, at about which time one of the tank
cars near the engine <lso became deralled and he jumped.

He dic not think the helper engine continued to push tae cears
after the aerailment. He estimated the speed to have peen
aovout 1C miles an hour, anc sald he diax not know what caused
the derailment. Brakeman Ven Doren was acout one-thira of

& mile 1n advance, protecting a highway crossirng, anhld sald

he saw the englne and a tank car derwil just beyona tne Souna
Shore crossing.

Engineman Byrnes, of tne helper engine, said that after
coupling %o the rear of tne cars, and as scon as he félt
engine 48 begin to pull, he startea aheaa anc continuew to
push until ke feélt & slight jar, just previous to which he
had ncticed that engine 46 had shut off steam, but 1n a rew
seconas ae felt engine 40 pull again ano he agaln startea to
push .oy ne agaln felt & lagging in the train; aoct this
tire tas speeu was about ls or Ib siles an acur, wna he sa
Conuuster liurpny giving stcp signals and &t cnce zpplies tne
orakes cn hls engine 1n emergency. He thought the train
travelea wocvt & car length ofter ne had appliex the brakes
1n emergency.

Division kngineer Reamer mede on eXawwlnwbion of tne
track snortly after the accident, he fcluau « mark on the top
cf the cutsioe cr left rail, ot « polnt 30.c feet west of tne
frog of tne Carteret Extension brunch switch, this mark con-
tlnued on top of the rail for < aistance of 1l3.4 feet, at
which point the wneel eviaently arcpped down on the cufsige
of tne rail ano rubbea the cutsiae for a distance of <0.8
feet, «t this point 1t cawe in contect s1th tne ena of wn
easer raill of the crossing frog cf the Sound Shore oranch,
mcLnted ana ran on the top ¢f this rail for i1te full lengts,
18 feet, and &galn droppea aown ana Tan along the oubsiae of
the rail « aistance ¢f 31.4 feet to a pcint oppesite tae
swltca pcints of the switcn leading to the i1naustriel pilant,
the switch braces sere proken «t this point =nd tac marks
indicatea that the wneel crossea the left rail after travel-
1ng an &dditionel distance of 36 feet. This switch was bauly
danagea and the track torm up for soxe distance.

Roewa Foreman of Engines Kirkendell inspected engine 4o
oft2r the zccident, founa nctnaing which coula nave contrisutea
to the casue cf tnz accident, onu advancad no reaeson £or 1ts
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OCCLTITENCE. He stated thet Engineman McCorthy aas consilaered
one ¢f tine best ana mest cereful enginemen 1n the service.

An 1nspection was meoe o0Ff the track between the switches
cn the conrection track, and 1t was gaugea from a point 3
feet east ¢f the suiltch points of the Carteret Extension branch
to the switch points of the switch leading to the industrial
plant, a alstwnce of cpbout 180 feet, while elevations were
taken &t varicrs polntg; nctning was found which ccula have
caused tae accident.

Ynpire 4o i1s of the 0-6-C double-cap type, 1t came out
of the saocps on July 7 «fter having received class 5 repairs
Carefrl =Xarination of this engine, incluaiag tramming, spring
and breke rigglng, ariving wneels ana ocxes, geuge of wheels,
lateral moticn, etc., falled 1o alsclose tne presence of any-
thing waicn covla have contriouted to tas occurrence of the
aCilaent.

Conclusions.
The cause of this accident was not definitely ascertainea.

Alt.cuph very careful eXanlnation was maue both of track
anc evqulpment, ncothing was founa wnich hac any oearing on the
cal.se of tnes acciuent. It i1s tc oe notea, howsver, that the
alr brakes waere ccuplea on cnly a few cars &tv tne head end of
the train, has the alr orases been ccupled throaghout ana 1n
Cperation, 1%t 18 prooeocle thet tne results acula have been
less seriouas.

Nene cf the employees involvea haa osen on duty in
violation of wny cf the provisions of tne hours of service
law.

Respectfully submittea,
W. P. BORLAND,

Directer.



