
9 76 

INTERSTATE COMMERCE COTiIISSIOU. 

REPOPT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE INVES­
TIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT UHICH OCCURRED ON THE CENTRAL R A I L ­
ROAD OF NEW JERSEY NEAR CARTERET, N . J . , ON JULY 19, 1933. 

Augus t 7, 1933. 

To tne Commission: 

On Ju ly 19, 1923, t n e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t cf a f r e i g n t 
t r a i n on tne C e n t r a l R a i l r o a d o f New J e r s e y near C a r t e r e t , 
N . J . , ffnicn r e s u l t e a i n the a e a t h o f one employee ana t he 
i n j u r y o f one e m p l o y e e . 

L o c a t i o n ana method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

The C a r t e r e t E x t e n s i o n branch o f tne C e n t r a l D i v i s i o n 
i s a s i n g l e - t r u c k l i n e e x t s n c m g be tween Eas t Rahway t o w e r , 
cn tne P e r t h Amboy oranch , a c r o s s the Sound Shcr© branch, to 
"che R e f o r m a t o r y branch, New J e r s e y T e r m i n a l crunch, ana t o 
v c r i o t s i n d u s t r i a l conce rns m tne v i c i n i t y o f C a r t e r e t and 
Chrome. There a r e no p a s s e n g e r movements o v e r t h i s l i n e , 
i t b e i n g used to a s s e f i o l e ana a i s t r i o u t e f r e i g n t c a r s to tne 
i n d u s t r i e s i n t n i s v i c i n i t y ana t c r e l i e v e t ne c o n g e s t i o n m 
tne v a r a s a t E l i z & o e t n p c r t , a l l movements o e i n g g o v e r n e d oy 
yarn r a l e s . Tne p c m t o f d e r a i l m e n t w&s on a c o n n e c t i c n 
l e a n i n g tc tne r i g n t fron. t he C a r t e r e t E x t e n s i o n branch, t o 
the New J e r s e y T e r m i n a l o r anch . T h i s c o n n e c t i c n i s about 
500 f e e t l o n g o e t n e e n s w i t c h p o i n t s , ana i t s c e n t e r p o r t i o n 
f o r a, d i s t a n c e c f 370 f e e t i s on a c u r v e t o tne r i g h t o f 
17 1 5 ' . A t a p o i n t aoou t 140 f e e t from the s ^ i t c n on tne 
C a r t e r e t E x t e n s i o n branch, the c o n n e c t i o n c r o s s e s tne Souna 
Shore branch , and aoout 4t0 f e e t oeyona t h i s c r o s s i n g t h e r e 
i s a s w i t c h l e a d i n g t o tne l e f t t c an i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t . 
Tne f i r s t marks o f d e r a i l m e n t » e r e between the f r o g o f the 
C a r t e r e t E x t e n s i o n s w i t c h and the Souna Shore Branch c r o s s i n g , 
c h i l e tne t r a m became e n t i r e l y a e r a i l e a a t the s t f i t c l u l e a d ­
i n g co tne m a u s t r i a l p l a n t . The t r a c k on the C a r t e r e t 
E x t e n s i o n branch i s t a n g e n t f o r 3,300 f e e t tfhiie the g rade 
f o r tne e n t i r e d i s t a n c e i s l e v e l . The w e a t h e r was c l e a r 
a t the t ime c f the a c c i a e n t , whicn o c c u r r e d a t aoou t 6 .45 a.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Swi tch e n g i n e 46, m c h a r g e o f Conduc to r iiurphy and 
Engmeman McCar thy , was s w i t c h i n g m t h e v i c i n i t y o f t he p o i n t 
o f d e r a i l m e n t , a t aoou t 6 .35 a . m . , i t c o u p l e d t o a cu t of 
c a r s , a p p r o x i m a t e l y 35 o r 40 , t h e e n g i n e b a c k i n g up , w i t h 
h e l p e r eng ine m cha rge c f Conduc to r L e a r y and Engmeman 
Byrnes coup lea t o the r e a r o f tne cu t , which e n g i n e was a l s o 
b a c k i n g up . T h i s t r a i n was e n r o u t e westward t o a p o i n t on 



the New J e r s e y T e r m i n a l t r a c k s . I t f i r s t movec back e a s t ­
ward u n t i l the l e a d i n g e n g i n e was about 4 ,300 f e e t f rom tne 
Sound Shore c r o s s i n g , in o r a e r t o i n c r e a s e speea so as t o be 
a b l e t c ascend a heavy g r a a e on the New J e r s e y T e r m i n a l t r a c e s 
j u s t beyona the c o n n e c t i o n . The t r a i n e n t e r e d tne c o n n e c t i o n 
t r a c x s w i t c h ana was then d e r a i l e d w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed 
e s t i m a t e d by the c rew t o have been Dettfeen 10 ana 15 m i l e s an 
hou r . 

The e n g i n e and t e n a e r were d e r a i l e d t o the l e f t , the 
e n g i n e coming t o r e s t on i t s r i g h t s i d e a t a p o i n t aoou t 350 
f e e t f rcm tne i n i t i a l p u n t o f d e r a i l m e n t , t h e f o l l o w i n g n ine 
ca r s *<ere d e r a i l e d on bo th s i d e s o f t n e t r a c x , p i l e d u p , and 
more o r l e s s o a a l y aanaged . The employee k i l l e d was the 
engmeman o f e n g i n e 4 6 . 

Summary of e v i d e n c e . 

Fireman Kenny, o f e n g i n e -±6. s t a t e d t h a t tne f i r s t 
knowledge he nad o f a n y t h i n g wrong Aias when he heard a c l i c k ­
i n g n o i s e us tne e n g i n e 'was r o u n a m g the c u r v e , he he.a j u s t 
f m i s n e a c u t t i n g m a f i r e and s a i d t n a t a t f i r s t he thought 
the e n g i n e was a l l r i g h t , out m a moment ne f e l t i t on tne 
g round . '.i h i I s h o l d i n g on t o t he t enue r ne saw the DOS ca r s 
p i l i n g up ana t n e eng ine oeg&n t o t u rn u v e r . He s a i d t n e a i r 
o rakes were ecu p l e d on p e r t o f tne t r a i n , out ne a i a no t know 
on ho v i.=-ny ca r s t hey were o p e r a t i n g . He e s t i m a t e d the speed 
o f the t r a i n a t tne t ime c f t h e d e r a i l m e n t t o have been aoout 
l i . i i l e s an n c r , » n a A & S c f tne o p i n i o n t h a t the e n g i n e Was 
tne f i r s t to oe u e r a i l e a . 

Conductor L e a r y , o f t he h e l p e r e n g i n e , was r i d i n g m the 
cao o f e n g i n e 46, j u s t b e n i n a Engmeman McCar thy . He s a i d 
the f i r s t i n t i m a t i o n ne had c f a n y t h i n g wrong Acts when tne 
e n g i n e p&aseu o v e r the s w i t c h p e m t s o f t n e C c r t e r e t E x t e n ­
s i o n orancn s w i t c n , a t union t ime the e n g i n e seemed t c sway 
and tnen r i g h t i t s e l f , Engmeman .cCar tny a p p l i e d the a i r 
c r a v e s ana i t a g a i n swayed and r o c k e d , ana he jumped. 

Conductor LIurphy s t a t e d tha t ne A as s i t t i n g on the top 
o f a c o a l ca r a c c t t 19 c a r s back o f the e n g i n e , and t na t tne 
t r a m had a t t a i n e d a speed ne thought t c have oeen l e s s than 
I d m i l e s an hour when he n o t i c e d t ha t tne engmeman had shut 
o f f s t3an, h i s f i r s t i m p r e s s i o n rvas t n ^ t p o s s i b l y one o f tne 
o t n e r s w i t c h e n g i n e s worKing i n t n i s v i c i n i t y nas a p p r o a c h i n g 
on the New J e r s e y T e r m i n a l oranch , out a t aboi t t h a t t ime he 
saw o, tank c a r , .".hich Was tne f i r s t o r secon^ Car Oack c f tne 
e n g i n e , sway and then s t a r t t u r n i n g o v e r . He i m m e d i a t e l y 
jumped to t he ground and began g i v i n g s t e p s i g n a l s t o the 
engmeman o f the h e l p e r e n g i n e , t h e s e o e m g a c t e a upon promptly . 
He s a i d t n a t i t o.as n e t cus tomary t o c o u p l e a i r b r a k e s -on a l l 
o f t he c a r s m a t r a i n o f t h i s k i n « , bu t r a t h e r to c o u p l e o n l y 
the numoer thought n e c e s s a r y , i n t h i s i n s t a n c e ne h i m s e l f had 
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no t c o u p l e a any o f t he a i r b r a k e s , ne knew tha t Erakeman 
B l a n m c k had c o u p l e a tne a i r cn some o f tne c a r s , but he d id 
no t know on how many. In h i s o p i n i o n , oi-rned marks on the 
r a i l s i n d i c & t e d t h a t a d r i v i n g wneel had been d e r a i l e a f i r s t . 

Brakeman B l a h n i c k s t a t e d t h a t he was r i d i n g on the 
f o u r t h c a r back o f the e n g i n e , and t ha t he had coup led the 
a i r on t he f i r s t s i x c a r s . A f t e r p a s s i n g tne Sound Shore 
c r o s s i n g he n o t i c e d t h a t the eng ine was o f f o f the t r a c k and 
bounc ing on the t i e s , a t a o o u t which t ime one o f the tank 
ca r s nea r the e n g i n e a l s o became d e r a i l e d and he jumped. 
He d i d no t t h i n k the h e l p e r e n g i n e c o n t i n u e d to push tne ca rs 
a f t e r the d e r a i l m e n t . He e s t i m a t e d t h e speed to have Deen 
aoout 10 m i l e s an hour , ana s a i d he d id no t know what caused 
the d e r a i l m e n t - Braxeman Van Doren was aoout o n e - t h i r d o f 
a m i l e m a d v a n c e , p r o t e c t i n g a h ighway c r o s s i n g , ana s a i a 
he saw t h e e n g i n e ana a tank c&r d e r a i l j u s t beyona tne Souna 
Shore c r o s s i n g . 

Engineman B y r n e s , o f t ne h e l p e r e n g i n e , s a i d tha t a f t e r 
c o u p l i n g t o t h e r e a r c f t ne c a r s , and as soon as he f e l t 
e n g i n e 46 b e g i n to p u l l , he s t a r t e d aheaa ana c o n t i n u e d t o 
push u n t i l he f e l t a s l i g h t j a r , j u s t p r e v i o u s t o which he 
had n o t i c e d t h a t e n g i n e 46 had shut o f f s team, but in a i e f f 
seconaa ne f e l t eng ine 45 p u l l a g a i n ana he a g a i n s t a r t e d t o 
push m ^ ne a g a i n f e l t a l a g g i n g m the t r a m ; a o c i t t h i s 
t i i r e tno speed was about 16 or £5 ^ l l e s an hour , &na he saw 
Conduc tor llurpny g i v i n g s t e p s i g n a l s and a t ence a p p l i e d tne 
o rakes cn h i s e n g i n e m emergency . He thought the t r a i n 
t r a v e l e d t*ocvt a c a r l e n g t h a f t e r ne had a p p l i e d the b rakes 
i n emergency . 

D i v i s i o n E n g i n e e r Reamer made cn e x a m i n a t i o n o f tne 
t r a c k s n o r t l y a f t e r the a c c i d e n t , he feu no a. mark on the top 
c f tne o u t s i o e o r l e f t r a i l , c t &. p o i n t 3 0 . c f e e t wes t o f tne 
f r o g o f tne C a r t e r e t E x t e n s i o n branch s w i t c h , t h i s mark c o n ­
t inued on top o f the r a i l f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 1 3 . 4 f e e t , ax 
which p o i n t the wnee l e v i d e n t l y dropped down on the o u t s i d e 
o f tne r a i l ana rubbeo the o u t s i d e f o r a d i s t a n c e o f *i0.6 
f e e t , si-t t h i s p o i n t i t came m c o n t a c t «vi th t n e end o f an 
e a s e r r a i l o f the c r o s s i n g f r o g c f the Souna Shcre branch, 
mcin ted ana ran on the top c f t h i s r a i l f o r i t s f u l l l e n g t h , 
18 f e e t , and a g a i n dropped down ana ran a l o n g the o u t s i d e of 
the r a i l & d i s t a n c e c f 31 .4 f e e t to a p o m t o p p o s i t e tne 
s i v i t c h p o i n t s o f tne s w i t c n l e a d i n g t o the i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t , 
the s w i t c h b r a c e s .?ere oroken &t t h i s p o i n t end tne marks 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t tne wnee l c r o s s e d the l e f t r a i l a f t e r t r a v e l ­
i n g an a d d i t i o n a l d i s t a n c e of 36 f e e t . T h i s s w i t c h wo-s b a o l y 
damaged and the t r a c k t o r n ^p f o r some d i s t a n c e . 

Road Foreman o f Eng ines K i r k e n d o . l l i n s p e c t e d eng ine 46 
a f t e r the a c c i d e n t , forma n c t n m g which c c u l a nave c o n t n o u t e a 
to the Casue c f tne a c c i d e n t , & nu advanced no reason f o r i t s 

http://Kirkendo.ll


- 4 -

o c c u r r e n c e . He s t a t e d t h a t Engmeman McCarthy was c o n s i a e r e d 
one c f tne bes t ana most c a r e f u l engmemen m t he s e r v i c e . 

An i n s p e c t i o n was maae o f the t r a c k between t h e s w i t c h e s 
cn tne c o n n e c t i o n t r a c k , and i t was gauged from a p o i n t 3 
f e e t e a s t c f t he s w i t c h p o i n t s o f the C a r t e r e t E x t e n s i o n branch 
t o the s w i t c h p o i n t s o f the s w i t c h l e a d i n g t o the i n d u s t r i a l 
p l a n t , a d i s t a n c e o f about 1 8 0 f e e t , w h i l e e l e v a t i o n s were 
taken a t v a r i o u s p o i n t s ! n c t n m g was found which cou ld have 
caused tne a c c i d e n t . 

Engine 4 6 I B o f the 0 - 6 - 0 d o u b l e - c a o t y p e , i t came out 
o f the snops on Ju ly 7 a f t e r h a v i n g r e c e i v e d c l a s s 5 r e p a i r s 
C a r e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n of t h i s e n g i n e , i n c l u d i n g tramming, s p r i n g 
ana braice r i g g i n g , d r i v i n g k n e e l s and Doxes , gauge o f w h e e l s , 
l a t e r a l m o t i o n , e t c . , f a i l e d t o d i s c l o s e tne p r e s e n c e o f any­
t h i n g cn i cn cou ld h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d t o t ne o c c u r r e n c e c f the 
a c c i d e n t . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

The cause o f t h i s a c c i d e n t was n o t d e f i n i t e l y a s c e r t a i n e d . 

A l t h o u g h v e r y c a r e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n was mace bo th of t r a c k 
ano equipment , n o t h i n g was founa wnich haa any o e a r m g on the 
cause o f the a c c i d e n t . I t i s t c oe n o t e d , however , t h a t the 
a i r b r akes & e r e coup led on c n l y a f ew c a r s a t tne head end o f 
the t r a m , haa the a i r o r a t e s been c o u p l e d th roughou t ana m 
o p e r a t i o n , i t i s p r o o a o l e th~t tne r e s u l t s would have been 
l e s s s e r i o a s -

None o f the employees i n v o l v e d hao oeen on duty i n 
v i o l a t i o n of a,ny c f the p r o v i s i o n s o f tne hours o f s e r v i c e 
l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


