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INTZASTATE COMLTIELE COMMIBSICH

REPORT OF TYUE DIRZOTOR 0F THE SURSAU OF SAFETY IN #E
INVISTIGATION OF AN ACCIDELT J9IQH OCCURRED ON
THE CEUTRAL OF GEORGIA RATLWAY NEAR ZELLOBEE,
GA , OW WMARCH 7, 13%

Marcn 28, 1970
To the Comrisgion:

On Uarch 7, 193G, there was a rear—end colllslon
between two pagsenger trains on the Central of Georzia
Railway ncar Zellopee, Ga , which resulted in the death
of 1 emplovee, rud Jhe injury of B3 rassengers, o
emploveesg, and 4 Pullmen norters

Locntroa and methad of operation

This acclldent occurred oa the Anericis District of
the Coluribus Division, =walch extends betveen Anericus
and Columbue, Ga , a disto.ce of 63 7 milec, and 13 a
sinzle~track line over wnich ftrains are opecreted by tire-
table and tr=1n ordare, no block-sizrnal gvsteo Leing 1n
use Treing 10 the scrie direction are reguirsd to keep
at lesst 10 minutes mart, excent 1a clesiang up at stations
The accident occurvred at a point apnroximately 4,800 feet
regt of Zellobee, approaching this noint fror the east,
the track 1e tangent for a distomce of 3,440 feet,
followed by a 49 curve lo the left 756 3 feet 1a length and
then tangent track for a dist-ace of 1,902 7 feet, the
accldent occurring on this lattcr tanpemt at a point
1,048 7 feet from 1ts eastern eud. The grade for west-
cound trains 1s proctically level for acout 4,000 feet.

Due to the curve anid trees on the left side of the
track, ths range of vision for =m engine crew approaching
the point of accident frowm the cast 2= restricted on the
%ef% side to 1,435 fect aad oo the right sicde to 1,018

ee

It was raining ant very dark at the tire of the
accident, which occurred atouvt 5,05 » r.

Deserivtion

The traoing involved were two secticns of train Yo. 9,
known es tle Seminole Limited, and during the wionter
tourist aad pericheble fruit and vegetable ecasown, which
obtalned at the time of the accident, the e: . c- =7d
rpassenger traflfic heondled by this train 18 vely o 7Y,
and t-o sections are mode up at Albanr, 32 , ocae ¢ Lsisb-
ing nostly of namsenger cars, =nd the other of thiough
express cars. Ordinarily the expregs sect-on 1s run
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first from Albany, dug %9 1v8 not Laving any stops to
make, while the passenger section does the usual station
work at a nuvber of points en route, on this particular
date, however, the expregs section was being operated as
the second scction

Westbound pagsenger train first No 9 consisted of
two express cars, one baggase car, two ccaches, seven
Pullman slesping cars, ¢nd one Pullman obssrvafion car,
all of steel coustruction, hruled by engine 472, and was
1n charge of Conductor Grider and Engincman Temple This
train departed from Americus, 36 4 miles east of Zellobee,
at 4 08 2 m., 38 minutes late, departed from Buena Vista,
8 2 miles east of Zellobee, at 4 52 a m , 30 minates late,
was flagged o ghort distence beyond Zellobee, and wes
traveling o2t a speed estimated to have besn about 10
miles per hour shenm 1t was struck by train second No 9.

Westbound passenger train second No. 9 comnsisted of
scven express cars, of steel-underframe construction,
and one coach, of wooden construction, hguled by engine
478, and was 1n charge of Jonc.ctor Cutcliff ~nd Lngineman
Messey Tals train dep~rted Trom fimericus at 4 18 -~ m ,
10 minates aftecr the departurc of irain first Fo ©
paseed Bucn~ Viaste about 4 55 a m , three minutes offer
the deporture of the firet section, and was treveling at
a speed variovasly estimated tc h=ve been bet7ecen 25 and
45 miles per heour when 4t collided vith tvhe first scction

The rear end of the observation cor of train first
No 9 was demolished anc the drayber in the rear end of
the f1fth car wze bioken, pariiap the train, <+hile 011
the cars sustained rinor damag=2 Tngine 478, of train
secont o 9, sasteined cons-<=2rable d=age, but o
oniy partly derallea. The %tender velescoped the first
car o distance of 30 feet, practicnlly demolishiling the car
and congideraply damaging the tencer Tre cmployee
killed was the flag~an of train first No. 9, while those
injured were the fireman, conductor, brakeman, =nd four
Pullman portcrs, of itrain firet No 9, s#nd the cnginemon
and fireman of train sccond lo. 9.

Sumi.ary of evideace

Section Foreran Evans, who hag charge of the section
on hich the accicdent occurred, si~ted 1hat on ~ccount of
eXCes31ve Talns duriag the nicat, ke decided to nailrel
his section, as the track about 1 nile west of Zellobee
had previously gilven trounle during wet woather At
aocout 4 a.m., Joouary 7, he colled toe dispal-her from
Elmvienr, his headguartecrs, locnted ambout 5 m .38 - =t of
Zellobec, obtained a lineap of treins, and thon piccceded
mesfiward on his motor car, accompanled Ly three scotion
men. While 1oundaing the curve wegt of Zellovee, he sew
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the reflection of the hendlight of train first Fo 8,
threw off o lighted fusee, and a short distance farther
west he removed the motor car from the treock The engine—
man of trein first o. 9 acknovledged the fusee with 7o
ghort blasts of the whistle and vag about to stop /hen he
gave o signal with his 7hite lontern for the engineaqon to
corie ohead, and he thought the train was traveling al a
speed between 6 and 10 mileg ner hour when the collision
occurred The section foreman had not seen or heard the
gecond section as 1t approached, nor had he secn 2ny
fusces displayed at the rear end of the first section

Engineman Temple, of train first ¥Wo ¢, stezted that
on rounding the curve west of Zellobee he sav a burning
fusee., He was operating his trnin at a speed between 45
and B0 miles per hour and immedistely reduced speed, 10—
tending to pick up the fusee, -nd had reduced to 3 or 4
niles per hour and had nearly reached the fusee, *Then he
received o signaol from the section foreman to come nrhend,
and he thought he had attained n speed of T0 riles per
hour when the colliszion occurred Engineman Temple stated
that train second No 9 was standing at Aqericus when he
left that poiat; he rmade two stops én roave, consuriing Avout
two minutes at each place, Ellaville =nd Buena Vista, He
further stated that he sounded the usual whistle signel
acknowledging the fusee, but he did not sound the signal
for the flagman to go out, as about the time he i1ntended
to stop, the scction foreman signaled him to procead
The statements of Fireman Stovall brought out nothing
additional of importeonce, except that he did not think the
speed of their train had been reduced below 7 or 8 rniiles
per hour at the time they rere flagged by the section
foreman.

Conductor Grider, of train first No G, stated that
he was 1a the fifth car from the rear at the time his
Train was flagged, ~ad as his train slowed down he Tent
to the rear platfor.i of that car and started to look
ahead, and 1t wes just a-out at that time that the
collision occurred He was 1n the rear of the observation
car ithen they stopped at Ellaville, and smv the flagman
place a lighted fusee on the platform, but he did not see
the flagman throw 1t off on the track, as he 7Tent forvard
through the train before leaving the station  When the
atop was riade 2t Buena Vista, he was 1a the second car
from the rear, adjusting some matters pertsining to
properly locating some passengers i1n the Pullman cors, and
di1d not know ~hat protection was afforded his train.
Conductor Grider sald he hed told the flagman on several
occasions that vhen a section wns following their o™ train
he was to drop fusees and 1o note the time he dropped thon,
in order to mace sure that he tould keep the trrins properly
spaced, and 1n cases of this kind he had ridden in the
observation car with the flagman and found that the flagmen
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cnrried out his 1nstrugtions; he hrd nlso cnutloned the
flngran on the d~y of the necident, before they left
Albany  Flagrian White hnd been working —ith him since
January 2, and he considered him to be » careful man, and
had ncver had any occasion to criticise his flagging
Jonductor Grider thought the speed of their traan h-d
been reduced to 5 or & 11les per hour, but had incre~sed
to about 8 riiles per hour at the tuie of the accident.

Brakerman Scaborn vnz riding 1n the first coach at
the time of the accident and did not knos 1f ~ny fusces had
been throvn off en route He stated, howverer, that at
Albany he filled the gignal coee 71th fusees rnd torpedoes,
ond Flrgn-n Shite nsked for five fusecs i1n addition to ~hat
vers 1n the sign~l cnse, =8 he Zelt ancosy

Porter Ivey, -rho was tre Pullrman porter on the
observation car, the rear cor in train first ¥o 9,
stnted that he had been riding i1n the snoker and rent to
the observation end of the c-r just vefore the sccident
occurred, he saw the flagurn go cout on the pletforn cnd
wave his white lantern just before the collision occurred,
but he saw no fusecs buarning At any time nfter le~ving
Aierilous He n~lso si~ted thrt he d1d not see the hend-
light of the spproaching train

Engineman Massey, of train second ¥o. S, stoted that
he sa7 nothing of the first section at srny ti.c afler
lewving Americus until just before the accident occurred,
ond that at no place did he see o fusece He w7s on the
lookout for fusees at Ellaville and Buenn Vist:, flog
stops for the first section, and redaced the speed of his
troin fo about 20 riles per hour at Ellnville znd between
35 and 40 1ules per hour at Buenn Vizta  He 7as operailng
his ftrain ~t about the usunl speed of 50 miles per hour ~rhe
he saw the rear end of train first Vo 9 =pparcntly about
five car-lengths distant Thre flagmn wng standing on The
platforn waving a Thite lantern very slowly - he rppenTed
to ve paralyzed and made no attenpt to leave the cor,
Enginerian llnssev irnedi~tely cpplied the air brakes in
emergency but did not think the speed hed Leen reduced
below 40 or 45 riiles per hour before the nccident occurred.
He stated that the air brakes Torked sroperly aad had the
flagman displayed a fusee he would have ssen 1ts reflection
for o considerable distance around the curve and would have
been ~ble to stop his train before tne collision occurred.
The headlight on his ovn enginc —as burning brightly.
Enginenen [lassey further stated that Flagnan White cane
to him at Americus and {old him to look out for their
train and 1f he, the flagr-n, s~ the second section at
Zellobee he would throw off a fusee on the tongent trock.
The statements of Firemen Wilson, rvho hed been gorking
on the fire until he felt the engine round the curve to
the left, practically corroborated .those of Engineman
Massey, but he added that vhen ho saw the flagman of the
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first section waving the white lantern 1t ~ppeared to hin
that he nlso had a red light 1n his other hrnd, but he
saxw no fusees at any tin.e.

Conductor Cuteliff, of train second Vo. 9, stnted
that he d14 not k¥nor thy his secction did not leave first,
ag “ag the usunl practice, since the trnin-ng ready vith
the exception of the air-brexe inspection, vhich took avout
three ninutes His stateqents as to tiae operation of the
train from Aiericus to the point of accident brought out
nothing odditionnl to those of the enginenen and firenan
ic stanted that 1t hod becen his custom Then his train was
the first section to reguire fusees to be thrown off at
flag stops, and occesionally hig train hod been flogged
when 1t vas Tunning as the second section

Flagnan Ferreli, of train seccond No €, stated that
1t —as the prectice on the first section, vhen nnking flag
stops, for the flagnan 1o throw ofl a fusee before the
train re-~ched the station

Concductor Jennett, of train No. 54, which wes writing
ot Putnar, 15 8 miles e-st of Zellobee, for trains first
and second ¥o ©, gtated that he -tas on the reer platiorn
of his ceboose when botlh sectiong pagsed, the farst
section at 4 42 a2 m and tne second section nt 4 51 a m.,
nine minutcs apart. He later corrected this statenent,
however, ond sa1d that he 7as sure the first gecticn
passed at 4 42 a ., but right have misread his watch -rhen
the second section pasgsed. Both traing were troveling
about the usunl schedule spead, and he consicdered them to
be far enough sparbt 5o that 1t was not necessary for hinm
to space them. On occasions, wken tro sections rere too
close together, he had spaced them. Enginsmon Smith, of
train No. 54, was busy —ith some -tork on his engine when
the second section passcd, aad did not look at his watch
at that time, although 1t was his imprecsion there wag
arple tire betreen thea.

Conclusions

This accident was caused by tne failure of Flagman
White, of train fairst No. 9, properly to protect the rear
of his train.

Under the rules, when a train 1s moving under clrcum-
stances 1n which 1% may be overtaken by snother train, the
flagnan sust take such action 2g uay be anecessary to insure
full protection By night, lighted fusees must be thrown
of f at proper intervals Flagrion White vas & &a waving a
white lnnteran just before the accident occur-zd, but at
no tire did ae diasnlay a fusee It 18 probaslc that
not riore then three minites 'were congumed from the time
the air-brake application was rade, when flagged by the
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gection foreran, to the tine of the collision When
this train -7ae flogged, nomever, 1ts rear end ~ag still
on the tangent track, where » fusee could have been seen
for a considerable distnnce, ond 1t 1s believed that if
Flagnan white had been alert and throm off a fusee
during that tine, 1t w7ould no doubt hnve Deen seen by
the engineuan of the approaching train in tuie to have
averted the accident. TFlagnan White 7as fanllinar wath
the operstion of the to sectiomns of this train, urs
arare that the only mears ol spacing ther was by Means
of fasces, nnd rust hrve known that the secend sectichn
Tould close up on the first section, since the second
gection would have o stops o n~ke en reute Under
thecse circumstances, no explsanation can be advanced
for his failure to throT off n fusce as soon as the
speed of his train vas reduced, nor can any expl-nation
be advanced for hig fallure to tnkxe any steps toworc
saving his o n life, for at tre low retve of speed at
wvhich his traoin ras roving, 1% vould have been a sirple
mrtter for him to have gotten off just beforc the nccident
ocovurred.
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There are no open telegraph stations betveen 5 p n.
»nd 8 a1 on this entire district, a distance of &3 7
M1les, and under such circunmstances, the spoacing of trains
rnust be accoiplished by the use of fusees. The fusees
used are of the 10-minute tyne and 1f dropped off at
proper intervals, there 1s no reason way accidents of this
character cannot boc prevented. The traffic density on
this line 18 not heovy, and at night, —then the telegraph
offices are closed, there are only one passenger ond one
freight train in ench direction The operation of the
express car section ag the first section, however, vould
provide on added factor of safety.

All of the employees involved were experienced nen,
and at the tirme of the accident none of then had been on
duty in violation of any of the provisions of the hours
of service law,

Respectfully subriitted,

' 7 P. BORLAND,

Director.



