
ma* 
m m mmmmxm &w m Mscimw mam oecc 

Oa Soeassber S2, l « a f there »as a aeaa-ead collision 
between a pasaeag*r trala aad a eireua trala raaniag aa aa extra* 
aa baa Ceatral of georgia Bailaay* aeey aaeeo$eaf $a«, *?hieb re~ 
salted ia tao death of ? eireue esployeea aad the la4ury of s9 
eireua eâ ioyooe* 3 9aeoea&era aad 4 oapiafooo of the railroad* 
AfbAr iayeetigatioa of this aeeiaeat tbe ebief of tbe Bivieioa 
of Safety sutNBlta th« folteia^ report 5 

Botwooa CoXaabua aad Ha©aat 9a»* traiaa are operated 
or«?r tbo Colaabao dia&riot ffra colaabue to fort Tan ay* aad mm 

orer tho Alhaay dinbriefc fro®. Fort Yellty to Kaeea* the Colwshu* 
district is a doable tveox liae free Columbus to tteeotea* a dia~ 
t&aoe of s*s *Uea» beyaad sfhiab it ia oiâ le*trao&# ?b© aaal* 
deat oeearrmt oa tbo aiagls-traofe pertloa af the dietsdet, at a 
poiat shout 3*1/S vllm e*ot of the sad of tho double tvuok* 80 
feloeic signal systtsa it» ia %m$ tvaiaa bodat oeey'©ad by t!*u~t*ala 
aad train erdere, ̂hlab ore twa^iitted by telephoae. yeiie«i&$ 
ssmsaeate ssro oyoood id siaatea epos** fh^ro ia oo telegraph 
statioa or regietfr at sa^oo^e aa. the aoraal poaitioa of tho 
attibeh at tbo aad of tbe teubl® trao&: ia far oaetboaad traiae*. 
Aŷ faooaiad tbe eoeae of she aooidoat f̂ roa the oaot there ia 
«fflOO feet of fcangeafc tTtzk, followed by a eanre of a dagreeo to 
the loft for a gistaas© of ltlrtO feet* The. trae£ ie tbaa fcaa^eab 
for a iistaao© of <*boub 3,500 foot* the aolli®elea aooarred at 
a poiat about MS fee* eeat of tbo east̂ ra ead of tho eurre* The 



ia aii#feaiy d«ae«adlag for eeetbouad tradae* Tbo ewetae* 
«®» ©lear* 

Wsotbouad astra 191$ eoaaiabed of Id flat ears, eerry-
lag the wagona aad otber ê aipaeat of tbe oiroas, 3 atoefc ©are 
aad 9 oloô lag oare, la tbo ardor aaaed, hauled by loooaotlvo Iflt, 
aad ma la abarge of Oondootor Ctoaley aad Bidiaossoa Sittiok# Xt 
loft Maeea at 7? 40 a#»«, and at £eyaotdat tbo ore* received a copy 
of trala ardor ffo» a% readies aa folXawef 

*BO. ®* easiao 1610* will ̂ ait at teoagoa until oae thtrty>five lt3& for fto* 3-7* eaglaa ivg§ aad ea&ra m a . 4 * 

Kafcra l?id loft Seyaolie at lltm a*®*, passed ttpetoi, tbo Iset 
opea telegraph off lea, 10*7 ailea from tbo point of ealli*ioat ©a 
Is 07 aad at ®beub Xtsd p*a» oo'lldod with eaatbeu&d paaaea** 
for trala &o* $ afeilo r$&&£a§ at a ai*«ed eebia&t#d to- have bo*m 
ab©ut 30 ollea per beur# 

t̂ atbmiad £a$seager traia Bo* £ soaaiafĉ d of 1 oonsbia* 
atloa mdlt bag§^e aad es§*roae oar aad f eoaaheas hauled by laea* 
mzlir* idlO, aad *ms ia eb&f$« of Oeaduete? Seiefeert aad T'agin̂ aan 
JFiefcliag* At c©Xuabue» eontfuetor Beiebert reeeived trais ordar 
Ho* reading aa follavt* 

"So* 8, eagia© ldlQt will *alt at HHusec«ae aatil oao tblrtyfiro Is 36 p*a# for So* S? sad astro 1716." 
eaduetor Keiehort aleo received a m®m®# rtadiag m followe* 

"Ho* 37 ba» sagiao STe*. l W f * 
Trala Bo« $ loft eoiuabaa at Is IS ©oao to a sto- «t Kaaeo* 
gee aad tboa proaeeded eastward without neiti&s for e$tre 171 s f 

oolli&la* with tbe estra **hile raaalaf at a apeed ootlaatad to 
bare b©ea about 30 sll@a p«*r Boar* 



As a resalt *f tno eaUislon bath ioooaotiTa* ware badly 
ama$t%* Tho first ® oars of the extra tare dasoilomsa an4 eaugb* 
fire* being entirely eansnaa4* All of tao ***4 eafi ia|aroS mm 
rifling oa these oars* 

Baggage Master ?rls*aon# of traia Is* s f stated tb&b 
before boarding tao train at Ctiatitas aa ve&4 too orfier to wait at 
ttaaogee far traia E©# a* sad extra 1914* tarsia So* l pa*«o« traia 
So* oa tao 4o«bie~braok sootioa betttoea Colaabws sad Massages* 
Whoa tao enginonaa eoam&og tao station svat&tle forl̂ tsaoete he 

»©un4e4 three blasts oa tbs air whistle signal* i*toleh nlng*! ma 
0 0 ^ 0 ^ , 0^04 by the aa&laftaaa* who broa&ht the traia to a step at 
£aseo$ee* Baggage Ifast̂ r yrisraoa otato4 mast ho then hold a? 
too flavors to tho saglaofsen oa4 taiUe* 4om oa* of thm, ta4iea~ 
ting to th« enc*a<«aa that tbora had bsoa tao trwias* to asst «n4 
that osly one of fch# tvo hM ?aa*e£* fhoa oagimomsa then starto4 
to pall oat of Ihisnagoo* at the same tlete seyin® that ho had a 
aeeaage* Baggeg* Saetar vxiernoa than soaa4od the air ?/fei*ti« a** 
gain aad the saglaoBsa broa&ht tho grata to a stop s&4 than belt 
hies that ha had a ssssago sag starts the traia oa its way. Ban* 
gage Kanter Frlereoa stats4 ttet ho thoa «eab b®ak late tbo rear 
ear* ga?e tho orders to tb® ̂ oaauotor aad t&ta bisi that ox^ya 1713 
ha4 aot bsoa aot sat that tho es$laenaa baa sai4 ho had & ae&sage* 
She ooaoaotor told bi» that the sagi&easa haw Ida bnnlaosft* Sag*, 
gaga K&ster frî rsoa th«n fchongbb that ho mi$ht have beaa sisstakea 
aus returned to the ta&rago o&r* 

Sagiaemoa nomas* of traia la* &* stat*4 that whoa ho 
i 

west to the telegraph off loo at cola&hao to shook tho traia regis­
ter aad to register oat oa traia ffo* he •sh*4 tho operator If 



thare worn say ardor* and m& told that the** ***** Sa them 
walked « M the aauatsr aad laahed at train ardor »©• *»* tad 
etfitM that a* fe® «*jt*n4w*d, the ardor read *e follow 

"Traia So* * v engia* lal0# will emit et KUsooeo* Jusetiea until l i f t p*m* far traia Sa# £?• ensia* m « * * 
Sa than tali the â tf̂ ter that he nasld send the oonduotor ta sign 

he 
far tha order* He stmt ta Ma loeofcotire aad after/had h&aa thorn 
sevor&l aieatee the traia tartar brought tha ardor ta bia^ together 
with a olearoao* end a sesame, roM tha ardor to his flŷ taaa* 
aha was oa tho running bô rd «dpiag the laeonabiv** and stated 
that ho read it at thia time* tho mama ae ho hod r***d it ia tha 
telegraph offlo** Bo stated that ho also read tho awsag*, whioh 
fitted that loooatotir* l?S* -sse aa traia *** S*# Before hit traia 
r cashed Hassagoo* loeoaobire i*Wt hauling traia ®s* 3?* w 
paeeM. oa tho aoahls*traak sootiom* 8* stated that hs thought 
ho had passed the only traia for whioh ho was r*.$al?*d to *ait at 
Int* **«•*, &m said tast if there w e tm traia numbers oa fibs 
or&or# with the ioooaetirs number enitbsd for train 80* be 

misled aa*t eyorloofced ens traia* So stated that aft** sound* 
lag tn* station waime at il*ft*j**a« no rooaltad throe blasts on tha 
air thistle* tho signal to stop at tho next station* aad ho thought 
that there were pasaoagora to bo disnaargod, Unsaageo being a fins 
«to;> for train Wo* a* After bringing tho train to a stop, th* 
fireaaa tola hia th* a*wag* asstor had an ardor sad ho orossM 
orer to th* fireman** old* of the loooaatir* sad saw th* baggag* 
aaat@r standing in the 4oor of th* tem&m **r holding la his hand 
ishat eppe-*r*d to b* a train order* So did sat *s« bins hold up his 



—a** 

fiacre* $b®re mm tbea eeuaded im ulaaba m the air «hi#al# 
eigaalt the ei#iaX to aroeeea* Ho bbea etarted the tr*isf m fur­
ther signal b^ios eouaded oa tbo air ablatio* ffhea so e*w ©xtra 
171«* bo applied tbo sir brakoe ia eaeraeaey, yeyeraed tbo I o g o -

asjtiva aad Jua od« Hi thought tbo epaaa of hia train wao about 
30 ssliee par bour wfeen bt» flrat mw ô tra 19Xti« ®i$iises&&a ?ie&* 
liag further abated tb>t be lid not atop ttfioo at Haaoofoo aad 

aa atop ai^t&u #©re &irea b # w a a ia tao train* If tbo 
bsgg&ge ms%w said anything ta b£& at *ttsoo&*# aa d i d aot be&r 
him* Be otetedf havuyer, tbat h# tboâ it that wail® tb@ fcftggoge 
master fw ataadiug i» th* door of tbo ua®g«ig© *t Ĵ noogsje ha 
tela tbo bâ gâ e aeeter that hss a aoaaage* ia ai«© st&t^d 
tbat it was <x^oa ̂ raotico fur dlc^taaer* to o«a» ©e^aac® a#r» 
reotlag a tyaln order wt^a sb^ %sm£&m of tho looaaatire bad b©«a 
giyea laoarroetiy, as? 2 t!r<t ci« a£e rô uiriag trala orders to 
be daii**red to *ajjiaewitt waoaally by tha ©oa^tet£re waa aot 
observod wfeea trala ordor So* siyea to him* aad tbat ia bis 
e?iaiaa it aot ©b-ervn is m i © o^^o of say orow oa tbe road 
asi that eyeryeae ooaswotms -isi* road I e r o w tbat it ms aot 
being #bserr0d* 

Saoiaeuea yiou.ia'4 ^tv^ed that «&©a hi* atteatiea sm® 
mil®® to th® ©rd̂ r h/ * ̂ag«so abater, to did aot loefc at bio 
oiaa eoyy of th*» order to if it *mp poseihle th t be aado 
aa error* oa ̂ 3 oaitlre tfce trala hauled by looomotlvo 
17&a e»» tbo only brsia be had to meat* So eaid ̂ bat if tbo be$-

1 

aaator haou ta*vt thriv -ore two treiaa fur wfeiafc be had to 
(*ait at Btteeogee, h© «ouli oertalaly have eo&e forward to the iota-



aobiTe with the order oad bar* M l feia that there **re tm tralas 
far whieh to wait, iaetesd af erne trala* 

Pireaaa J&Uaoa atated tbat aa w i *&ma$ &roa$£ tba 
ioeoaetive when the trala parts* bftoaghb tbo oraara ta Saglaoasaa 
fi«feXia« aad tb« latter ealed ta hia tbat at bad aa m a r ta ®aib 
at tg&aaagae until is 36 p*s* far trala Ha* ft* loeeaotiva xnd» aad 
that ha aXa© aad a uaeeage that Xeeoaobtw %fm m& bmlln® trala 
Ho. iaabead of loeoEsotlve X9Xo* ?lroaaa AXlleoa alao atated 
tbat teodl^taiy «f«*r tbo m^emm ooaaded tho statioa ablatio 
â iaaohijig ̂ O O J S O O tho air whlatle aigaai ms eouade& t*4de aad 
bo thought th«ra vara paaaeagera to bo dlofta&rged at Maoeogeo* 
Tb© trala was brought to a ®te# aad reaalaed there about oaa aad 
oae*half adaatea* Whiio tbo trala m* etaadlag there, ha lookod 
b&ofc for % aigaal ead aaw tbo baggage aaator otaadiag ia tbo door 
of tbo baggae* o»r boidXag uf tao fiagero aad aayijtg ao&etfeiat 
whieh ho thought iadieated that tbara mm W&- aeotioaa of trala 
£e« 5? to bo aot* m tboa oaXlod to Sagiaeaaa Hofeilag aad eaŝ ed 
hia if ho had oar orders M«ey«iat ioooad fta* fcV* aad he said that 
be had aot* nranaa Alllisoa farther atated that while «taa*l8« 
at Haneegee, eoaeoae m$ atnaSias Oft the ettglaoaiaa+a side of the 
loeeaotive fcelkias to him* aad be aeard the oaglaoaaa ear tbat they 
had already aot trala So* 3?, laooaotlro i m # ^mediately after 
thia tbo ®lr wfeiatle aijiaal waa aoaadod twlee aad the trala pro* 
eroded. A proaeaiag tbo poiat of aeaidoat, firoaaa Allleou waa 
puttiag la a fire aad aa ioofeiag af eaw tbo easteeaao pulliag oa 
tbo rmroo lover aad at oaoe got dawa aa the otepe, Jaapiaa last 
before tho oolllaioa eeourred* So outlaauea tbe opeed to bare boea 



about »8 aile* &w ha«r at th* tdss tbe brakes were allied and 
ho thought it bad beca reduoe* to about m ttU*a »*y hoar *a*a 
«aa eollisioa ooourrod* 

Goaduotor Soiohart stated that at 0olaaha*> S&giaaasa 
$iokliu$ bald Mm basr* was aa order at baa telegraph office rs~ 
nulrlaft thea ta wait at Sguaeogee uatU X*2« **&•» aad be suppose 
tbat tba tasiaamaa bad road it, J£$ thou seat ta tbe telegraph 
office aad rsoslTsd tit* order ta *&lt for th* tao traia*t togsthsr 
with a aeaaage stating that looomtiv* Ifm aa* oa traia fte* 
aad a oloitranoe* 6% seat th* mgtoumum** e*w *f tbs ordor to him 
by fch© traia porter anil gar* his o*aa espy to tb* baggage ssst@r# 
ĥ*m the b*4g«&* mister @oumd«HI th* air ablatio 8t$m% for tho ©a* 
giaomaa to stop at Kasoo^*ot h# sû aa*** it *** oa aooouat of ostrs, 
I7id* Bo at&sad that th* master aottsded th* sir «rhiotle 
signal at two different tines, bat that ho ass ia tho roar of th* 
traia sad thought that s^tra m e had sane, stating that ho Sid aot 
«o oat of the osr So @©s That -sos bsrp*ainte fie abated tbat he mat 
traia $*• a? oa th* dauble*trAo, leotion* bat isasa naked no* ho 

avow it m& traia i?t he rĉ ii**" that ho did aot know aha* it 
*m* that parbisaiftr traia, ̂ ut mlp that « traia bad passed* So 
farther statod * W no proeaod signal m* saaadod issuing iteseag** 
and that it ws» «u&bo«Kry for rain to sire a haad signal to tho bag* 
gags waster and for tha latter to then «oua<l th* *1* *hisbl« algaal 
for tha enginanfttt to prosed* cr,n£uotey Jtoiohert farther stated 
that when tho train loft Ma>oog;e*, ta* h*i&*$* «**&«# eon* b&ofc 
through tho traia aad fcol* Hiss that ho thought ther* *ae another 
traia eoala* sad that &a did n&t fcbiafc the *a$ia*aaa understood the 
order* Coadaotor Boiohwrt tst^ed that ho did aot* howeror, sighs! 



the mg&nmm to stop end etated tbat bo did tot Vm» «fcy h* 

did aot de ao» So alao abated tbat bo did aot aa&e aay reply to 
tbo fe&ft&ge m&tQt s but that bo waa catiafled tbat tbo e*tr& bad 
booa aot, oa oooouat of tbo easlaeaaa etartiag tbo tmtn oa ito 
way* Ie tboa west forward lata tbo easaad ear of tbo trala aad 
wa® alttiag ta « roar aoat la tbat oar whoa tbo aooidaat oeearred* 
Be stated tbat tbe ralee roiaired hia to deliver a trala order 
Fossa 31 peraoaaliy to tbe eaglaaaa& aad aa asve tha ea$ia#&8& road 
tbo order to Mar, aad bo admitted tfcap if the rale* bad beea oh* 

served tbo aatldoat probably aaald aava teas overbad* Be #woeod f 

bowov#rf that tbe ea$ia*saaa iiaderatood tbo order eoweetly* ae ho 
had mnt a eopy of it to hie*, together *itb a oopy of the elear* 
aaoo# He further atated tbat aottotlwea bo delivered ordero paap» 
aoaally to tbo eaglaesa&a aad ooaotlaoe gave tboa to tho porter to 
to oarritd to tbo eaglaa&aa* 

fr*la Portey loeteebt atated tbat ao u&e afca»dia$ la tao 
tr&la abed at ColUMbaa Kfcea the oaaduotor gave hi& a trala order 
&&d a @$esa@e aad iaety&aM aim to ta&e baas* t$ bte eh#itt«f*a* 
Ee ga?a fcbs ord̂ r aad «e*aug* to tho aâ luoaaajlt aad tbo latter 
called to the firoaaa that bo bad aa ardor to *ait uatii 1* m p*«t* 
for trala So* 3*t e&glae m t , aad a aeaesge that leooaeUv© im 

w e baalias the tr*ia laataad of looaaotiva i n t * trala Fart** 
tookett further atated that at itoeegee* three alaato aouaied 
oa the air tttUtle elgaal« by *fco« ho did aot featw, aad tbe trala 
atocped for tbr©e or four aiaateo* After leaylag lto«uoafto» bo saw 
the tsamm* amatar aoae b*<& through the trala, bat aid aot oay 
aaytbtag to hiss* 



train Porter lee stated that before lem&ag « M a # i 
doaduotor Reiebert told aim that ho bad am t*6*w to tait at mm 

eegeo natii im p.a* for train n o , 39 and a t t r a i n t . tha traia 
atojped at ttuseo^ee K*hea tho t>gga«a a»ato» aanaded tho air ablatio 
signal, and than started aheaa and a stop signal m o again giron 
on tho air ablatio* m thought tho eaginenan otartod ahead agdla 
without any signal t o do oo harint boon given* St et&tod that ha 
anew thoro worn t̂ o trains to bo not and had intended spea&ing 
about it to tho o©ada©tort but aid not da no vaan ho nav the hngia&£ 
©aster toning bsefe through tho train t a tall* w i t h tho oonduotor* 

frain Slspatofeer Koroor stated that i n train ardor Jfo* 
*a* no first issued by hiss* tho numbs? o f tho loooaotlro hanging 
train 8 0 * 5? was csslttM* this orior was issued siaul̂ tsâ ou l̂r 
io the operators at Columbus aad BeyadUn* $ha operator at Coin®** 
bus oailsd his attention ta tho fast that tbo anaber of the loeo* 
satire m s omitted* Tha operator «t Jfcoynolds told hia test ho 
had suffioieat room on the or̂ er* ao written by hia, %o insert tho 
au&hor of the losoaotî s sad m& .areata* to do so* She 3is» 
pat@b#r stated tbat h® ttm ;aw o operator at Columbus a ass* 
sago to tho orsw of trnia a, this message stating that looo* 
satire 1?$9 v&* Hauling train %>« 3*. Diayatan** Seroer farther 
states that after antiefyiâ  hia-eelf that tha operator at Columbus 
hod two trains seationsd in zh& mi* order* i t did aot ooour to 
him that it noma not ha ««fo, auu ho then seat the noss^o that 
loeoaotire l?58 was hauling sraia m* <3f* So stated that hs had 
no iastruotioas aataorisiag Mm to vioiato rale 8s* «os# whioh 
roa-o as follow*: 



-10* 

•Kaeh trala order aae* aa l a tne eene 
mv&a to ell peraeaa or traiao at&dretaed** 

So atated, however, tbat at aot tSaa did it toaar ta aim tbat tbo 
order mss aot eatirely safe* tbe aaaaago aeroly tolas iaforaatloa 
to tbo orow of trala So* ft* bftat tbo laeaaotive aaaber of trala 
Ho* s* bad beoa oaittod oa tbe oador bold by tboa* 

Operator Sfil&eraoa, at Goluabaa, atated tbat whoa Coa* 
duotor aoioaert ooaa i&te tbo of floe bo al|a«d f̂ r order Ho* m 
aad tboa read It b&efe ta hia* So tboa «*£** tbe ooadaotor if bo 
aotioed eaytbiag unusual about It aad tao oaaaaotor aaid tbat bo 
did aot* Operator Wilfcoreoa tboa oallod aie atteatioa to tbo foot 
that tbo aaaaor of tha ioaeaotiva ta trala So* 3? had beoa oaittod 
aad gave hia tho mmm* aayiat that locomotive 1759 m® baaliag 
fcyaia ffo* 8?* So further ©based that Ccaduotor Beiohert twioe 
road the order to hi® aad oaah tlao dlatiaatly road it m r» uir-
lag ais trala to wait at Hmeag** for trala Ho* aad extra iria* 

Tble eoeideat eao oaaood by tho failure of trala Ho* $ 
to aait at SftiBoogeo aatli 1:38 p.is* for astro Ifis* for ̂ fcieh 
Soaduetor Beiabert aad la&laeaam MMMm tra w w l U o * 

Tbe atetoaoata of the oaployooa involved ladlê t® tbat 
tbo baggage ma*®? oallod tbo a-toatloa of both eoa&iotor Soiehert 
aad Sâ iaoaaa flobliag to tbo faat tbat order 9e* m had aot beoa 
fulfilled* aad tuit aoither of thorn paid aay atteatioa whatever 
to aim* 0 fldaotar aoiabert arpareatly le&viag with the eaglneaaa 
tha entire ros^aalbllity for tbo aafo aavoaoat of tbo treia* while 
tbo ea$iaeaaa mm w aortala that ha had est aado a ai^ta&e that 
be evea dl& aot look at bio oô y of tha ardor after the baggage 
master baa oa led hie atteatioa to it* 



eaaaaetar Baieaarb bad beea tapteyad aa a aaadaatay aiaaa 
aad bad a aia&r raeard*- Sagiaauaa Flefeliag aatirad ba* say* 

via* aa a flraaaa la 1$®1 aad m& promt** u «a§!a*aaa la imu 
Sla raaard aaa aJLaa alaar* $fes aaetay aad flswaa bay* 

e&̂ iayed la trala #e?*i«e far JO and Id yeare, raapeativaty* 
aad bath bad gaad raaarda* 

*aila tba dlraat aauae af thir aeaideat 'waa tha failtt a 
af tha o w of trala Ba# a ta «ait et tfaaaocaa far aatra int, 
It la hollared bh*t hod trala Biepatabo* aeroe? icaaad trala er-
4«r Se» to tha ©row af trala So* % la tha aaaa *ardaia whieh 
It waa isau#a ta fcb* erw af oxtra 171«, ta repaired by rale 
Ste* mz9 It ia yroh&bie tb t thia naelda&t «eai4 aab hare oo« 
ourr©d* 


