MRER 23, 1910,
I¥ A¥ INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCINZKY WHICH OOCURRED o

THE CINTRAL OF GROROIA BAILYWAY HYAR MUSCQOER, Ol
¥ ROVIMDER 21, 191B,

On Howenbor 22, 1915, there war & headeond eollision
between o passengsy train and s slreus trein running as an extvs,
on the Csutral of Seoygis Rallwmy, noeay Muscogos, 8., viioh rew
solZed 40 the death of 7 alrous wmployees and the fnjury of 29
oirens empleyees, J passonsers aud 4 esploywes of $h» rallrzosd.
Artay Investigation of this aceldend the Chief of the Division
of Safety mbulits the folloviuz reporss

Botwesn Jolumbue end Hasom, On., Sraine sre operibed
ovor she Columbus &fstrict from Columbus %o Fors Valley, sut Phen
over bhe Aldany distrdat from Yors Valley to Esoon. The Columius
dianrict 15 o Jouble fwacx line from Coliumbis b0 Puseozed, & 4lgw~
sange of 2.3 miles, beyond whioh 1% io simgle~tyaoke The sociw
dent asstivred ofl the aingle-traak portlen of She dlustriel, of &
volnt shout 3+1/2 niles g+ut of the ond of the double Syrooke No
Ylaok signel system Lo im use, tralns being oportted by Hims-teble
and tyain orders, #hich nre Sranenitbed By telephone, Following
movements sre spaced 10 pinutes aparss There $2 10 telegraph
ptation or register as HYu.oogve an. $he normal positicn of the
switteh at the ood of the Jouble track 1s for ssstbound tralino,
Approsehing the soens of she scolient fdyrom the east Lhere la
8,500 foet of tangemt track, Tollowed By a eurve 0¥ 2 degress $o
the left for a distance sf 1,100 feet, The $rack Lo Skea taagent

for a dlstanoe of =boat 3,50 fret, The #nlllzolon aecurred at
A poind about ‘A8 fewt eaas of $No sastern end of $he ourve, The
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grade 1is slightly desownding for saatdound tyainse The waather
wps oloaps

Veortbound extys 1716 sonzisted of 16 flat ours, earyye~
ing the wagons and other equipseny of the ofiwous, I stoek cars
snd ¢ sleeving ears, in the order pomed, Bauled by lecomvive 1716,
and was In ohuryge of Uonduotor (nnlesy and Rogineman Bigtiok. IG
lert Hacon ot 14D aee, ond as Reynolde, the orew recsived & vopy
of srain arder Ho, 20, reading as followes

“Ros B, enzine 1810, w41l wald at Hosenges vntil

Z;;g r:higg:iﬁe L1308 gete Tor Woe IV, englne 1759 and

Bebrs 1710 Lot Seynolde =t 11127 asme, passed Upatol, tho land
gpen Selegrash offles, 10,7 miles from the point of eollision, b
1107 pette, mmd abt about 1520 peie o0’ 1i8ed with enathound passen~
gor tyain Nos 3 widle wusoing 4t 2 zpresd estimated 30 havs Hown
ahout 39 miles per bours

Faptbound pasesnger Sraln Hoe 2 coneisted of 1 conbin-
sBion mell, bugeese and sxpress gay asnd 2 eomolen, heulad by l0a0-
motive 1810, and waz in charge off Qunduobéxr Reloherd and ¥Vnginsman
Flokling. At Columbus, Conduotor Relobevs received train order
Bos %8 veading as followel

*Hos 3, engine 1610, w»ill wait ot Musecgee uniil
ane thirty-£ive 1106 pelte fOr Moy 37 and axtrn 17146.7

C:ndugtor Helolert alaec regelvesd e messege resding ss follgwsd
"o, 37 hBop maine Bo. 1700,*

Train Hoe 2 loft Columbun at 1112 Dame, coms %o 8 3%0: b Nusooe

gee and then procsedsd eastuard without waiting ror extya 1716,

golliding with the exbra whlle Funning af & spsed eublmatad to

Bave been about 90 milas por bouds i
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Ae n Tesult of tho enllistion beth locamesives were Badly
gamaged. The fivat ¢ pars of the sxtya were dezollsbed and ocught

five, belnz ontirsly censumed. ALl of ¢he desd azd injured wers
riding on thene gaprs,

Baggnge Master Frievson, of trala Nos 2, stuted thut
before Boapding the traim at Columbus ke Pread $he erder to wald nt
¥ -goges Tor traiu Vo, OF and extra 1718, Truln Bos % pasaed traie
Bos 37 on tha doutile-traok scotion betwsen Columbue snd Muspogees
Ehon $he enginoen ssunded the ptatfonm whtlatle for Euvooges he
sounded three blssts oh the aly whistle signal, whieh siag:]l wus
aoknowliedged hy the smgineman, who brought the train o & stop o
Bussogoes Dagasgze Maptor Frisreon stated that Do then held ay
w0 fingers to ths suglneman ond ulled dowm one of dhes, isdiog~
ting tc She engln:gmp $that thorz had Baep Vet Srains 8o mesh and
thnt only one oF the two had pusecds Then empineman then started
to pull ous of ¥uscogoe, at the sawe time seying Shef Be Bad o
nossage, BAggsge Mustey Pricrsop then zounded the air vhistle a- .
goln and the enginean Yyousht the 2ralo #o g stop and Shon tolad
hizn that he had a mesosge snd sbarted tBe traln on 1ty way, Bage
goge Mantor Prisrecon steted thHst ho thwe wend Bask into the reay
gay, gave the ordern %o the -~onduckor and Sodd be $het exiva 1718
hod not been met and that $he snginesen hed sald he had o moRage,
The eonductor told him Shat the engineman knew Ble Yusiness, Bag-
gage Raater Frieveon then thousht that ho 2ight have Been nistaken
gnd voturaed ¢ the Duggusze GHP.

foginesan Flokling, of tyeim Nos 2, etulsd that when he

{
wen® $0 the Solegraph offige at Columdus $o gheol the tradn reglias-
ter and to reglstor out on Srein No. 2, he aaked the operator 4if
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thare wore any arders wod was told Shst Ghers wire. Mo Shen
walked ayound the esuntey anf looked of traln ordey Roy 38, and
gtnbod that ss be repembercd, the oMier rend ae followes

*rrain Bo, 2, englne 1810, wiil waid ot Muego
Junatich Getil 1:08 pems £OF traim Nos 2¥, enginie 1718,

He then told the ouernter that he would gond the mn%gmr to aien
for the ovdors Ne went %o Mo looczotlve emd sfter/hed been Sheve
seversl nfmates the srain porter hrowghs the erder %0 hin, topsther
with & eleurcuos asd & mesmages He Pasd the srder to Mo Pleeauan,
who was on the rumning Sesrd wiping the locomotive, nnd gtated
that he roed 1t at this timpp the save as be Bed read 3% i be
telograph offiaes Ee steted fhot de almg reald She pessoge, which
stnted Shot lovewadive 1759 wie on fnin Ho. 37 DBefore ks traln
reached Hucengee, locouptive i¥89, bDanling traln 80 3V, was
saesed om She double-trask pegtieB. Ha stated that beo thought

ke Bed pacsed he only train for whiok Be war resulred to walt ab
Mrxeoges, and peld Shat £ there were tep train mamborz on the
erier, with the lecomotive nunber omitsed for train Ho. 37, he _
wes misled and overlooked one tralp. Be sbaved thnt ailer sounde
fug the sistioh whfstle at Wncosges Mo Tesslyed Shrse Blasta on tho
alr whiatle, the sigoal to stop ot the vext sbation, asd De Shought
thet thare wers passengers to Lo dlsoharged, Unscogue belag & [lag
830 for sredn Mo, Q. AfSer Dringius the traim ta @ atop, the
firenan told him the Baggoge mestey bad an o¥dsy and he ¢rosoed
over to the fireman®s side of the looomstive and aaw\m baggaze

paster standing in the Jdoor of the degguge sar belding in hls amd
what ayupesred 4o be a troin ovders EHe 412 20t sse him boldd up his
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fingors, Thers were Yhen sounded two Ylaaks on the akr whintle
signal, the signal fic proceed. Ho them abarbed the trlin, o furw
thor signal belng sounded on the aly whisties Uhen he ssw extrs
1?‘51#, he applied the air brakes in soergeney, Foversed the looco-
eotive apd Jun-ed, He shought the cpesd of Bia tralnu was ahont

3¢ wiles per hour when bBe Cirs% sow gxtra A¥its Englowosn Fiek~
1ing furtber sBated th:t br 414 nou otey twlee o Buacogee and
that no stop signals were 3iven B Anyone i 8Be train, I the
Laggage mastor eald angshing o hlm a1t Naseoges o d44 nob hazw
tin. Ho sbutod, owever, that he thoughd $hat while the bBrygeae
nagter vas atanding in t&e door ¢f the bogpege eor a6 Euseogoe he
teld the Dafgoge Jecber thol Yo Bzl g monsages He alao siaotad
st 1t war sonwom ractice for Alsputahers 80 980 BEYSECH SUTw
recting s trnin ordier when the muphey of the looduobtive hnd been
glven igoorrsotly, anl $u-3 che mule reguiriasg tredn oxders to

be deliversd %o She ~ogineman s~raopslly by She sondusior, was mod
sheerved whan train oprder Mo, ©% wu gives 40 R, sod that iz Wis
epindon 4% wns Aot ob.grviu 4B She eszs £F any oTow OB tke Toad
and that everyoms ecmnwoies  L%h kv yoed Zsew that L% waz not
being vbhservod.

Pogdneman Plalis: csaved thet when Ais sttention was
selled 6o the opdew B, vne s.gspy peatew, be 4id not lcok of ble
own S0pyY 0F Bhe oxder o o 1Y 1% wes poessible th 6 b heu made
an RITOY, 4 §o s osiiive o ou the Srain heuled By loccmotive
1799 was the oaly Srain he bnd Lo meets He eald Phat 17 the bag-
cuge maaber knsw het Shore cors two traime for wi&ah he had %0
alt ab Mueocges, he sould orrtsialy buve somo forward to the logg-
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motive with the ordor snd have Suid him that Shere wers $wo Gralis
Tor whiok to =mis, inatesd 6F one tyaim,

Pirepen Allison ststed that be was warking apound tbe
logomptive when the train portor Beought the arders te Znglasesn
Fiekling and the latter ca:led §3 Bin that b6 had un order to waid
s% Eusgoges until 10358 pese fop STain Moo 37, decouotive 1718, and
thet he also bad o mossage that losomotive 1950 wes hauling train
Hoe 37, instend of loecowmotive 1718, Piresen Allison slso stated
that lmmedfstely after the emgincinn sounded €he statlon whistle
s proacking Buzcoges the aly whistle sigmal wns sounded Gwide and
e thought thers were passengers Go Ua dlsoharged at Muasooges.

The Syalu was Broughs %o & 2%0p end remalned there abowt one and
one~Balf miniSese Whils Ghe brain wos standing sheve, he looked
boak for 3 25zns) end saw the Beggupe Saster stesting in the dour
of the boggoge oaf Bolding wp ves fingers and saylng stmeining
which Be thougbs indleated that Shexe were twe suctiouz of tyain
Kos 37 %0 he zats Ao then oalled to Fnglinstan Pleklling std saked
W 4f he had auy opders sosserzing seoond Noe %Y, a2ud he sald Shat
he hed nobe Fiyemap Allisos furdher stated shat sblle standing

8% Musoogse, comsoms was standing on the enginsments aide of the
locomotive talkfag te him, and %Be hesrd the englueman say that tiey
hnd alresdy med trsin No. 37, locomotive 1789, Xmediolely sftep
this the sip whiztle signal was sounded Swise spd the Spain pre-
psueded. A_proaching the soiant of aseldsnt, Fireman Alllson wan
atting 1z a fire sod on looking un sew Che Mnm pulling on

the revesss lever and ab onee god Jown on the steps, jJumping Just
befors the geolllalon ceourreds He subizuted the sfoed Yo bave beed
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ebout 38 miles por hour st the time She Drakes were applied and
bo shought 4% Bed Deen reduced Bo obout 70 miles per hour vhen
the oollision acourred.

Conduotor Belohsrt ststed $hat at Qolumins, Enginasan
¥laokling told Mn Shers waz an order ot the telesrash office row
jeiring thetn o it ot Euscoges uabdl 1538 pae, ssd Boe suppossd
thut the sngineman had read 4% Er then went to the telegraph
orfice and reculved the oyder to wait for the two tyains, logetley
with a mesaage stating thet locomotive 1VEQ was on truln Ro. 37,
and o olearense, Be sent the inginmumn's sopy of she onder %o hin
by the Strain porter and gnre Nis cun SopPY 0 the Buggage mastors
¥hen the YPaggege master sounded the alr whistle slignal for She dne
Rinsman %o 2%0p 6% Husodzee, ke surpoand 1€ wes on sospunt of extyra
1718 He staled fhad the basgzage master sounded tHo aly whlotle
algpal =zt two Aifferent Limes, Wt that e was iB the yoay of the
Srafn upnd thought ket evtra 1716 hed gome, stating thot he 414 not
go oud of She gaw Lo gee whab wag kuoneninge Ke stoted tant he wet
train Ho. 27 o8 the double-iyae: seotiom, Dut when asked how he
Buewr 1t wma trainp Nos 37, be ro.li+d thot he 414 not know thut 1t
was tanh particalur train, >ut only that w Srain Bed posced. He
farthey stated thet no procped signal was soundsd leaving Musceogse
3nd thnt {4 was oustapary for tinm te glve @ hand eignal 8o the Dage
gage moatoer axd Yoy the lottor to then «0und $he ely whistle slgnmld
for the enginsman 0 procesd, Cnnduaior Relshert farthear sbatod
thet when the train left ifu:eogee, (he Dogguge Taster eame buok
shrouzk the train and tols nim thot ke thought tae{ﬁ\ma another

train coming and tbot be d4id npt think the englosman waderstood She
order. Conduchor Rolehsrt o6-lLed that ho @18 pok, hewever, 2igpkl
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ginemun to sbop end stated sbat bo 414 sot knew why be

4id not do s0s He also stated 6hat be 414 not mako any veply to
the Bageeaxe master, but that he was gubisflied $hsi the extra had
besn me%, on scsvunt of the englneman stavtisg she train on ite
wa¥e He them wemt forwnzd nto $be swoond esy of ths Grain and
wag sibAing In & Tear sest in thad exr when the sceldent covurred.
Hr stated Shat the rules vowdired Bim $o deliwey & truin order
Foxm 33 perascnally to the onglinenuen and do have the engineman pocd
tho order %o Riw, end be almitted shap 17 the pales had bLeon obe
porved the sasldend prodalily wosld Beve Bess averted. Bs suppesed,
bowarar, shad the sngineman undersboend the opder wrrectly, as he
bod aend a oopy of $6 %o hin, together with a ¢opy of the olearw
ancos Ho furtier atated thet ascnetimes he deliversd orders pepe
womaliy Yo the snginamup snd comebizoe gave Shes $0 She porier o
Ye esryisd to tho cnginenan,

Train 20:6er Lookett sdated Shet ke woe standing Ia the
traln shed at Coluntme whew the scnduodbur gave dinz 2 traln ovdey
snd 8 meoseegs and instroetoed hio e ke ther §o fhe englinezpu.

Be guve the order and wespsze to 42 engluemand end the iatter
ceallad t0 She firemen Shat he Lnd an onder S0 walt untll L1i38 pete
Tor trein Bos 37, ctgine 1716, and a sessage that looometive 1740
was hapling the train instead of locosotive 1716 Traln Porter
Lookett further steted thot at Pnceogee, three Wlasts were avundsd
on She alr shlstle signel, by vhax he 444 not Epow, snd $he train
atosped for three or four minutes, Aftey lanving Rusougae, he gaw

the bagpsge masber gowe Bech through the Sraia, bué 4id ned say
anyihing %o hine
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Train Portar Les stoted shat befors lesving Colunbus,
Conductor Relalerd told him that he Bad an edder te sait af Euase
& soges natil 31358 p.oe Tor Svain Nee 37 snd extra 171&: The trauin
EI ( ate; ped 8t Huseoges when the bogguge master seunded the alr whistle
] signsl, snd then eayrted sheod shd & stop efgnal wes egain given
| en the sir whlatle, He thouzht the enginemesn startcd absad agﬁ.ﬂu L
without any signoel to 4o so Daving Bean glvens He stated $hut he
kpew Shore were %x0 frains to Yo mat snd Nud fotended sponking
about 16 to tho cohfgetor, Bub 4id4 not 4o 20 when he may the baggea:
meatay coming back through the tradp %o Sali with the sonduetol.
Train Dispatober Bercer stabed thad in tyain order Ne.
2%, as firsy Lasued by Blm, the nusber oFf the locomotlve hangling
train Bo. 57 wis cuttted. This order wee lssued elmulftascously
to the operniora of Columbus and Beynslds, The operator at Colimmwe
bus oalled bis attention o the faos Chat the mmber of the lesow
aotive waz omitted., The opowvstor at Heynolds Gold hla that he
hod suffisfent room oR the order, no wyidbenm by Atm, to insert the
number oF the logomotive and »ap aireatod 0 40 30 The dlaw
patober stated that he thon -ave b e opuritor abt Columbun a Sege
Rzge to the erew of tpralam Wo. 2, Shis sespage efating Uhat loese
sotive 1752 wer hauling irain Ho. 39. Disputeler Heroer furthsr
States that arfter sntisfylng Rlmnelf that the operstor at Colusmbus

% hod twn teains mentionsd in the =il order, £8 484 86t gomr $o
( bim that 4t vould mot be safe, ang he Phen sost She messagze Shet
logomotive 17058 wes hsuiinz srain Mo, 357 EBe stated that ho had

no inetetions suthorizing hie %o violate rule E&{ E#E, whieh

Rl
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vos:o a5 followel .
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Be stated, bowever, that ot nob Sime 414 1% ooouy %o Ifm that the
erdey was not suhlrely sare, the messsge werely Yeloy faformation
to the orvew of txain No. £, tisb the looGmotive mizbor of train
foe 37 hud beon omdAtiad on the erder keld By them.

Operator ¥ilkereon, ot Columbus, etuted thet vhen Cole
4uotoe? Relokeyd eame fnts the offies ho wipned TUr drder No. 8
and then yead 1% besk B Rim. Be then sslked She poniustor 4f he
zoticed anything unasusl about 1% and the sorduster eald tha% he
418 nots Operstor ¥ilkowvson them ealled Bs atisution %o the food
that the aunber of She loccmotive dén train Noe 27 hod been cmitSed
snd gave him the messeye seying thet Lloeomotive 1750 wes hauling
tpain Koe 37 Ho fudther stavted $ht Consnetor Relohert twlowe
veed the ofder %3 bio end sach time dlstinetly rasd it se reoulre
iz hio traln %o wallt ot Eusesgee for tyeln Noe 57 and oxtrn 1716,

Thin socsident sme geuged by the Lfallure of trein Hoe 2
o walt at Musoogoe uatil 1:35 pese for extys 1718, for whiosh
fondustor Rolchert and Eroginemmn Fidiing are responsible

The statomeuts of the waployesas favalwod indleule thak
the baggage pastar aniled the astantion of budk fondustoy Reloherd
and Inglaemen Fiekling to the fuod fhead ordey Boy 28 hsd fol heen
fulfilied, and th't mefthor of Shem pafd mny attentlion whudeyey
to hin, ¢ atuctor Helohers apparently lesving =18k the englneman
the entire resyonsibility for the safe sovement of the train, whlle
the engipcman was oo sortaln that he Rad mod pads o mistake that

he even 414 not look at his eopy of the axdey afber the baggege
mastoer had ga Jeod kia attepbion o 1%, _

-
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Condugtor Rutobert had been emplaysd as a gunduator sines
1086 asd Bad & eoleur procord, Kaglnemay na&m anborsd the e
wige 23 ¢ Pivennn In 188] and wes promoted %o spglossan in 10884,
Bis yosord wes alag olesrs Tha beagsge gester and fireosas hove
Beon enployed 18 traln gervice for 1O and 16 years, respustively,
and Both had 2ood Paonrdr,

¥hile the direst eause of Shin Réd1Swnd ‘waw the failu »
of the orew of train Mo, 2 %o walt ot Huseoges for eatra 17186,
$% Is bulloved thad hed Train Dispataher Meroar Lfesed train or-
sep Hos &85 to the crow of traln Hoe 2, in the same soxain whiech
1% was fasurd to She apov of extza 1714, =e resuired By mule
Ho. 208, 4% 15 probadie %1 % this sooldent woulld not Bave oo~
ourred.,




