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April 6, 1912.

IN RE IRVISTIGATION OF ACCIDENT ON THE
CENTHAL OF GEORGIA RAILWAY, Jaunuary 26, 1912.

TG THE COKMISGION:

On January 26, 1912, there wna a head-on ccllislon on
the Cantral of Georgle Railwsy about two miles enst of Leeaburg,
Gn., boetveen east-bound passenger train No. 8 snd weat-hound extra
freight Ho. 1362, resulting in the death of the engineman and fire-
pen of train Ho. 8, the engineman mnd eonductor of ertrn freight
Ho. 1362, the injury of one employee neot on duty, the newaboy on
the passenger trolin, mell clerk snd four passengers.

Thils sceldent w3 reported by telegraph by the Cantral
af Georgla Rallway on the date of its ¢ccurrance, snd afier la-
vestigetlion the Chief Inspeetor of Bofety Applisncea rejorts as
follows:

This usceldent was csused by the fallure of the eraw of
extra Freipht Yo. 1362 to keep thelr train alesr of passenger traln
do, 8, a supericr truin both by olsss end direction.

The Central af Ceorglia Railway is a single trock rallrosd,
and traing are opersted by the deuble train order system, no
hloek signals belng used on that portion of the ro:td where the
neeldant accurred,

On the date of the kceldent Central of Ceorpris pasnenger
train No, 8, consisting of engine Ko, 1585, one combination mall
arel bogynge car and two conches, with Conduetior Leyfield and
Eagineman Taylor in charge, left Albany, Gu., at ?:25 be Moy

pussad Loesburg, On., at 5545 A. M., ond wus on schedule tine

wheh Lhe accident ccourred.
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\/ BExtra freight train No. 1362, econsisting of twelve lcaded
and twd empty oars, with Conductor (assatt nndiunxineman Lindsey in
cherge, left Buithville, CGa., ifts initial terminel, for Albany,
Ga., at 5120 A« ¥, The eonductor and engineman signed for and
received three train orders at Smithville at 4345 A. ¥,, one hour
and six minutes before the accldent occurred. Hone of these
orders affected train Ko, 8.

This traln should have takan the siding for train Ro, 8
at Adams, the firsat ststion west of Bmithville, but it proceeded
past that station to the point of collision, whieh oecurred about
2=1/4 miles east of Leesburg at 5151 4. H.

At the time of the uccldent the apeed of the tr.ins was
approximetely 30 alles per hour. The track 13 straight for sevsrel
miles In both dirsctions from the point of colllision, but the range
of wviaion was short ¢nh account of & heavy fog which pravalled st
the tine of the mceident,

Botli engines were badly dsmaged, but neither was deralled.
The eombination mall and hagzage e«r on train No. 8 was complete-
1y broken up. The first day cousch turned over at an engle of
about forty-five degrees, -nd was but alightly damaged. The
second day coach was not derslled, and suffered no appreciable
damage. These asrs were open plztform cars of wooden construc~
ticn.

Orie of the orders reecived by the conductor sad engine-
man of extrs frelght train Yo, 1362 st Szithville was train order
No, #, reading ss followsi

#%c. 15, engine 1555, will run 30 minutes late Emith-
ville to Alibany.®

It 12 supposed thut thla conductor and engineman, btoth of whom
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ware killed in the scoldent, misread or misunderstood this order,
and essumed that the information it ocontelned applied to train
Wo. 8 instead of traln Ro. 15. After extra Ho. 1362 hud passed
Adams, snd Just previons to the golllsion, the conductor, who

wis riding on the englne, atated to the enginemsn, 1n answer to

a guostion, "We have {ifteen minutes to meke Leeaburg for No, 8."

The flagman on extra Ho. 1362 stated that st Adamg he
s8ked the conductor where they were going for Ho. 8, and he re-
plied, "Wo have 20 minutes to malte Leesburg.”

The ecnductor and englneman responsible for the azeccident
e:ch had slx years exparience on thias divislon, were considered
coppetent men, and were thoroughly femiliar with conditions in
that territory. They hud been on duty at the tice of the necident
one hour and flfiy-five minutes, and were off duty nine hours and

fifty minutes prior to starting on this trip.



