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INTERSTATE COMUMEZFCE CCMMISSION

RTPORT OF THZ DIRICTOR OF THE 3URTaU OF S.FETY IN RI INVES~
TIGATION OF aN ACCIDIUT WHICH OCCURRED CN THT CTI'TRAL
OF GIORGIA RAILWAY "EaR GLINWO0D, aLa., O AUGUST 29,
1920.

Deceber 14, 1929
Tn b©hne Cormiaission:

On Auprust 29, 1929, there was a derarl.ient of &
Jeeserger train on tae Central of Georgia Railway neor
Glen ged, Ala., vkicno resulted 1n the death of one e ployee
arnd the 1anjury of one enployee.

Location *né rmethod of operation

This sccident occurred on the Andalusia District
of tle Ceolumbusg Division, extendins between Andalusia, Ala.,
er.d Columous, Ga., a distence of 138 3 niles. In the
vicinaty of the point of accident this 1s a sindle-track
ling cver which trains are operated by time—table zad train
orders, nao block-gi~aal systen being in use., The point of
cccident was at a hichway grede crossing located gporoxinate—
1y 1 mile east of the station at Glenwood, 2pproaching this
polav from the vest the track 1s tangent Jor & distance of
ore taan 1 rale. The pgrade for eastzound trains 1s 0.9 per
cent ascending for & distance of 2,250 feet, followed by &
descerding grade of 0.567 per cent to the noint of accident,
a distance of 450 fest, and extending some distance beyond
taat point.  The track i1s laid vith 63i-pound rails, 30
feet 1n length, vwith an average of 16 pine ties to che rail-
lenrsh, 35 per cent tie-nlated, ond 18 sin~le-spiked. The
track is ballasted with gravel to a depth of 4 inches, on a
subgr.de of sand, and 1s well maintained,

The highway crossing 1nvolved 1s located in a
slirht cut and crosses the track at a slight anfle. There
18 2 degcendlng rrade toward the traclk on cach side,
aoprosehning on the hiphway from the south the crads 1s 5
cer cent aescending for a distance of 145 feet to tns cross-
1ng, and approaching from the north 1t 1s 3.9 per cant
descenclng; for a distance of 130 feet, followed by 3.2 per
canv descendiaz (rade for a disticnge of 156 Fset to the
crossing. At a point about 25 feet Srom each side of the
treck thare are bulkheads, or ricpes, which extend across
the hisaway, for the purpose or diverting the flow of water
fro.1 reanfell to the ditcues on eitaer side. There «re 2lso
surt. ce Aditches a4t the ton of the cut on che north si1de of
the troeck walcn divert ths water go 1t will not flow cown
the highma-- toward the treck. The track 18 parallaslad on
each s1de vi1th 1l2-inch terra cotta drainape pipes extending
uncder the highway., The highway 1s 24 feet in widta, un-
liproved, and surfaced with a mixturc of sand and cley, and
the crossing 18 constructed of plain dirt and 1s not vlanked.
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Due to tare T "¢ ol the “rock (pnroaciin, this cross—
107 frev tne ross, thie viar nad by creve of ewstbound
trains 18 restrrcted to A dis. nce of aocout 700 fzed
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Thcre .ad Deen @ n2davy TIwln stnin botween 3 and 3.230
5. . 1M a0 vierai.v of Ylznmiood, ' a1en cov rad mn drca of
20Ut & 11les, out 1L Wag not iciningr at taz o1 we ol <he
cceident, viich occir-red anout 2.40 p.a.

Descraintion

Tooonound pas: encer train No. 18 coasistzd of oone
co Wiadtion 11l anc bo, e oo r 2ac v cocancs, oll of
Tooden conrtraction, hauled by cn 1ne b5, aad was 1n
czerge of Conductor Rewls and ZTncine *an Lecdost.er. Tais
treIn dencrted froi Biantley, 3 4 males - et of Glenvood,
tre lest open oflice, at 3 20 p 11, on time, stopned &3
Glenm™cod, ¢(nd on reachine the B1i-aw. v crogsing loct-ed
ennro~imately 1 m1le peyond Glenmood 1t wee dsrailsd rhile
travelines at a snced esti ated to aove 2een frol ¥0 to 35
lleg me™ nour.

The zn-1a3 vis Clrarled to tane ri at <nd coe te

rest on 1ts 1sft si1de at & point 150 fese fron cshe 1nitinl
noint ol derailient, v1ta the verr vheels ond coo resting
on the track .o $12e miloet onried 1n the 27k Tae tender
weg torn loncz Sro 1te Tveve cnd or12 tn 1ect on ot 1eft
s1ce on the Toft »or north side of the tri-"z, S13 tenfer
froae bac'zled #nd s torn fron tae tiuczis, 2at reined
couvled 12 the first car The first crr ondé S:2 front
track of the s.cond car ware cdoreiled to the left pat re-
gined uprirht.,. Ths rzar car was ot derairled ool stopped
cn the crossiag. Tne emloyec killed vas the Jirs-an and

the crmlovree i1njured was the enclnelad.
Surmary of evidence

Incinenan Ledbetter stoacscd that west of Gleawood taere
hed been a licht sprinkle, but 1t was net reiniag to any
extent waien he arrived at Glenrcod and he sav ac evicdence
of tacre having ceen 4 nzavy rain at ary tiuc. On
apsroaching tha hichway crossing, wihile 1t vas cloudy, the
visiollity wag «ood and he wag ratching the hi~hwey closely
cs tha troftic 18 usually haeavy there, wnd vaza acoat =0
fect fron the crossine he noticed sand on thz trecll, he
medietely cpplied the alr brooxes 1n gasrgancy bat the
Cerailnent occurred celfore the brakes nad time to take ef-
foet, he cst1wted the speced of the trein to ndve osen about
320 or 35 1leg per hour ot the time Due %o taie rise of
the track on avnrozcning this crossinge the vizvy 1s consid-
eraoly resuricted anc vhen he starts soundinge the rood
crossing "21stle the firenan wsually [lfixes the “i1re so he
cin vatch tne crogsing, and Zanineman Leddetter thought the
i1reien was standing in the nengwey vaen they aporocched
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the crossing on that aftzrnoon. His tr2in westbouwad on
the vworning of tne same d.¥ Tas Lhe 10si one To Dass over
the crossing pr.or to the acciosnt, #fnd % thel t112 noth-
Lap, wrong wis noticed. Enginzqcn Ledpettar nad boen run-
niny aver lais territcry for the lost five or 31y vears,
and dvring tnat Line he nnd never s2.p sa1d was2.g on this
crnssing.  de farther stated thet tie brakes had been test-
cd vhnet Mornias 81 Colurnbuas, <nd also at aacalucin, and
were Iound to o2 1n ocod condluion ance nad vorted properly
en route. Ths .n-11ie wa3 in ,00d condition, aid ane did not
think there vas anvi-ains avout 1t tnit could have cuiged
trhe Orreilnent, and 1t vwae his orinion thet the sand on

the treck caused t23 theels to 1 . and the florre oo run
ovsr on tnc sice nf Jhe ratl.

Conduacrior Re -1~ stated 1
rad of omytoine wroar wos v hen ae £
apply 1n ererreacy just oe.o tne dereiliient occurred. On
Lls ey vack to t.e station a lenvood, to tzlephone for
tedieid 210 And report tie accident, we naticed v there
ves cvoat 8) or Z 1aches of sond on the rails ag tas cross-
1n o, end ae waeg of bac opinion tnat thig so'nd 2ad 2een wash-—
ed on tnz {rdck oy o 1a1n storm Just »nrior to cne arival
0> aifc triaxnm and tws 1t weo tae cause of the dorail.ient.
Tozre hed veca @ 11 at rain wast of Glea nod, oat on arriv-—
in~ ot Gliarood the _ein 20¢ seopred, and < loaarh e
noticed taiere o neen considoracle rein ot tar s poilat, tac
ondv delinite (for1iton e 2.d 2f « hea v orrea vad frTon
tiree voonr 1ad e o sorrded the trein ot Glzooood ard
teld min they nod gigouat:red o verry hexve ro1a ~torm cn
trzi> wov w0 ths 8%t uion frem Lhelr hooes Comdictor
harlg' steotenents corrocozcted shiose of Zuerinenan Leadbetter
ar to the f1r oruce, and he alwo setr ated thng cnead of
the train at tac ti.e of %ho recerdent 10 aave dewn @ out
S8 miles ver Mour. Condactor Ra ls Jurther stated thet
they .od never orymor.aiced any troucle 2t this croesing.

The stateerts of Brakeran 1cloin and Tupress Iessoner
Childs srournt out nothias additional of ziportuarce. They
felt the 11 bra'os apply 1n eiergancy practicilly atb the
tioe the deincilrent occur—-ed,

2a% Laa L1ret 1ntidcion he
m1t the a1r brakess
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Track Supervisor FHoward, in charge of thoe section of
troc on valch cols cccidonl occurred, st oLed baet e
arrived a. the sccnce of tac fcoewndeat  Zous foar ~ow s e fver
1te 00CUTL®uCo, N 118 Cx. "1.07 5100 of The c10%8ln” Cis-
closed tne® tailve mag obout £- uncozs of gonce 01 the ovt-
c1ce of t12 touw. ro1l for a figtorce of aoout 10 Ceot, and
for ¢ distorce of faout 4 feed alon,, tho nortn roil.

It zohearad vooe the en iae left thic traci at Sac cact
snd of ths crossing, as tacre vras a wlanoc 0Tk ot bt
™olnage, but on excainine Jhe @enrime truck ne fouwnd actlaing
thet could hrve contricoted Lo fae derarlment T1o0k
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Superviscr hovard stated $het the ditchez ~n the seuth side
of 1he rrossing were cpen, but rne of the ditches on the
north si1de was Ii1lled with water fror the bulkhead T~ Ghe
tracls, and .t appeared ¢o him that the sand had prared 1n
Trom the wast side of the highiway end had run down and
spread cver the s»ouch reil, while en the ncrth ravl the sand
saered to nave fleved dcewn frep the bulkhead in the ruls of
vehicles on bthe highway. Track Supervisor Howard further
sbtated tlhat he had had scme Troubls wilh a small amount oI
sano having been washed on otlher cropsingg, but he had never
had any previous trouble of this nasure at tnis parvicular
Crussing It is an old crossing bat he had always felbu that
by keeping up the bulkheads 1v would be periectly safc, he
had grne over this territory cn the day previous tc the cco-
~urrence ~f the acr-~1dent, and his section 1coreman nad cover-
ed Llhat territnry on the merning o7 the accident, at which
time nothing unussal was neted. 10 alse appeared from the
statements > the track svpervissr that he had personally
given rigid instructicns tc all of his sectionmen teo patrel
their track after heavy rains, and wnai cn ene cfcasicn he
had dismissed g man for failing to perform thisc duty. At
e fTime of tue accident none of the secticnmen was ~n duty,
Tne sectilnn forsman lives at Gosghewn, 435 riles east of the
crossing, and the rain had been so recent and within suen a
Jimi%ted arsa that zno »ne had had an opoortunity tw discover
Tne condrtion »7 the rrossing befere the ariival of train
Nro 16,

Seatirn Foreman lleads staved that wren ae arrived at
the sreme ni fthe ancident he made an examninavicn of the
tra~k and f~und *thal on the crossing 1t was coversed with
sand for a distanre ~f about & feet, and the first mark of
derailrent was on the seath Tail al a point about 1C fest
beycnd that peint. Is thoaght thatl the sand was heavy en~ugh
sn that there were nn flange marks ~n the ball ~f the rail
until the wheels had passed rver the crossing. He did act
see any Tlange marks cn the hall ~f the rs1l cn the oppreite
21de out Foand wiere the wvheel had drepped off »n ine ties
cn tne inside of the north ra1l. He had patreolled the track
nver this erossing on the day oir the accident, walking over
1t in botn dirertions, bub Touand notning wrong., The surface
and aliznment o[ the track were good, there were no lcw
plares and the drzinage was guod, while the clt had been
ditrhed ~1t en the north side of ihe track, up toc the cross-
1ing, avovs 10 days previous to t.e cceurrence of the accident)
1t was noc needed on the scutn side. Sccetlon Foreran Meads
stated that he las verv rigid inetructions tc patrel his
track aster steorns, and has always done so. (On this ccca-
5jon, hewever, Jhere aad beern only a light rain at Goshen,
and he did not know ol thers having osen a Leavy rTain at
Glenwocd, consequently e did nes 1nlend te paticl the irack
agaln uhae day. This trach 1s pairolled akout twice a week.
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The stoterents of Pcajamaster Doughtig, Road Foreman
of Tngines Thormpson and laster llechanic Mcbalfnrfy brought
oLt nothing additional or importance, except taat they
vtated they mtde an sxmiination of the encine after the
icerdent and could find nothing that contributed 1n any
way tovard th: derailment, which fact was subsiansiated by
the exaimanation of the engine .-ade by the Cormisstion's
1nspectors.

Opnclvsions,

This accident vas cauced by tne track at a nichway
Frede croseclng pelng covered 'rith sand.

The evidence 10di1cetes thot tnere had been an unusvally
neevy ro1in storm 1in the 1r.edicte vicinity of tae point of
accirdent Just prior to the arrival of train No, 18, result-
1ng, (n sand being wasned down on the track to suca an extent
thet tie enmine bscams derailed vhen 1t encountzred ithe sand.
The hiohiay 1s =ell drained, but due to the heavry deccend-
ing crade toverd toe track on bota sides, 1t emmanTe that
the dralnace vas unasle to take care of the excess vater on
thie occasinon, Neither the train crew eporoaching frou
the mest nor the section crew located eacst of the crossing
nad any knovlcedne of such a storm having prevaileg. The
track had been patinlled @ few hours befcre the occurrence
of the accident, @&t which %ine nothing wiong was noted.

The viewv of tae highway crgssing had py the crew of an
eetbound train 18 considerably reﬂtrlcted, owin7 To the
r?de of thz track, and ' 1th the engineman giving his
ttentinoa to the treffic on this creseins,, 1t 1s doubtiul
waether the swerd covld nave been ssen on the track except
Trom a very short distance, 25 the sand 1s of the stne
genoral colol ag the crossiasg, vhich 1s coanstructed of plain
C1it and 18 not »ranked.
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All of the esmployecs 1avolved v ore eynerlenced .en and
at the tirs of tae <ccident none of them had oeen on duty
in violaiion of any of the provisions of tﬂe hours of ger-
vice law,

Regsnectfully svomittad,

e P BORLAND,
Director.
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