
In r» Tn**e ligation af en accident which occurred on tbe Central New £n&lan4 Railway near Canaan, Conn*, March ?5, 1916. 

On Karon 35, 1916, there « r*Hir*end col­
lision fcatwaaa t#o freight trains <»» the Central hV* England 
Railway Dear Canaan, Conn,, whioh resulted In tha death of 
one employee* Aftor investlARtien of tbia aeaicent the Chief 
of tha Division of Safety submits the following reporti 

The First ̂ ub-dlvlaloa of thia railway, upon 
wMoh thia accident occurred, extending from Efertford, Oean* 
to StFte £lne, Y*, 6 distance of 67*29 miles, la a single 
trnek line, So block al̂ nel system is in nee, train cove­
nant being governed by twin orders and tim*-e«rd rights, 

wejTtboune frala/ht t^in oxtr* Bo* 112-114, 
consisted of 14 loaded O P T S , 9 empty oars and a oftbcoEft, 
hauled by loooatetiv̂ e 112 «od 11 A, and was in charge of Oon­
dnotor Sio£#ett and ŝ Kifieaiea Bft&vm and Surr* <fbis tr«ln 
lof t Oranta, Conn*, 40*81 milea w#*at of Hartford, and 13.8? 
slice a®at of Canton, at sbonv 12,15 a*m», Sarah 25 th, and 
reached Canaan «t 2*0$ &*i&*, ooalnf to a atop ia tha yards at 
tbat place at 3*55 &*»*, with taa rear end of th© train about 
250 feat within th^ y r& limits and about 1,490 feet ©sat 



of ttso peetfen̂ nr station, ^hli* standing «* ft his locative, 
astra 11̂ *114 ̂ s strttek by west sound fr*i®h* train Ho* 195* 

Westbound fr"l£ftt tr«in #e* 199 o«aeisbad of 
12 loedod o«r» «n»T a caboose, b#niad by Xooosofcive 139* AB3 
w«e In e&ferf© of Conductor &oed *Rd £n$lnssu»n Bova» this 
train left ffortford, Conn., 7*45 »•# Sferoh. ?4th» ««4 
«f&sn entering Canaan v»ri at a sfiead of shout 1 or 4 islles 
an feour eolllded ̂ ith tha **«»* of o«tr# Ii3«ll4* 

As p result of tJss collision, ŝ trs 113*114 
m& forded forward *i?out 40 feet, the body of the asboos* 

ds&ollshed, and thg rear trucks of the e«r imediatoly 
s&ead of the ost̂ooifir were derailed* Th« rssr brakesaan ef 
sxtre 11SMJL4*. tho only person who riding in tae caboose, 
wee killed* 

AppfceRebin̂  tha point of sscid&nt from thft «»»t 
ther̂  is * 6*d«gr«*e servo to tae- icftt 058*5 feet la length, 
then 55© fee* of tangent tr̂ ck, fel.owed by a 4-dê res curve 
t-j the left, 51$ feet I K lnn#th» *t the astern and of #&!sh 
this ftcaidont occurred* In sfĉ  vieintty of tho saotdent 
la a seaeesidin̂  $r©de «7$ waatnejand trains, emf tha 
vi«« of an^in^ea of w*stboun>' tr&im is limited to about ddO 
feet* wather fit the tVi& of resident was el ear* 

9ula of* th* * * rating rules of this railway, 



roads m fellows! 
*Y«rd Halts will be d««iisnat#d on tho ,• tiae»t@eie &n* in4leat«a& by y»y<! 11%it s&ig&a* 
•tltfetn yard lltelts tha aein tr&ek soy be used prot̂ otiŝ  ©̂ aissat flretoeleea train®* 
M0eeend«>ei**» ana extra trales auat aove withio yard limit a prepared to eten unless the mala traek la aean or known to b& eisar** 
fisce-eard rule So* $005 provides in part 

follows I 
*̂ h#ra « bleak extends into or through £&r4 limitsi traia?? and eê lâ o «ya sot r̂ iî rad fraa 

the obft#nr$see of Bul$ 
Conductor 3ie<Sge£t, of extra 11?-VU, atatee' 

tbat he thought hia tr*ln left Ornate, at ia*10 or 12*15 &*sa*, 
with th# ioootaetiv«a baakiit#r up, ?sn$ that tba train âia® ta 
^ *&e? ©t Norfolk, 9*4? *il»s east of &«a«n, et i?*55 ^* 
He stated that SO alsufies ̂erfc spent there la loekl^ for 
tha ate?* tor, sserarefci&g for waybills *ad ohseking the train; 
thst Ma tr*l» left there #t 1*15 «**ut aad mm to a ato# 
in th* y?*rifta «t Cstn&&s, abavt 4ft e ? leaf the easi of th* ̂aa&essfer 
station, at 1.05 H# »t̂ t»d t£at he than waat to tba 
t*l*£r*ph offloe, &ot or£«r& and waybills, registered, ̂nd 
tbaa went to « lunah r#osa, a abort dletanee fro& the etatloa* 
fha first &bowlsd£e ae fed that his t,*ela h&<? bean struck -m® 
«?hea eaji-iaeaea of train $o* 191, sav r«l s&inutaa aft«r the 



oc«urr<suce of tao seeldent* oemo to too telegraph of f loo for > •' 
assistance* Conductor Siodgett stated that Mo train bed 
acma to a stop ebaut $ oar lengths within the yard liaslt, end 
for % W t reason, according to rule 93, no flagn&n was seat 
baek to protect tho train. &s no flrat*eis«a trains were duo* 

Baffin ejean Sovft, of train Ho* 195, stated that 
hie train left Hertford about 7*40 p#®*, Karen 2&bh« lie 
stated that ho thought M R train wea traveling st a spaed of 
19 or 1$ islles on hsur when round lag the eurve #e.ftt of tho 
point of accident, end th«t he considered lis tr&ia to ho 
running un>ier perfect control whoa ha entered tha yard U^lte* 
He farther stated th»t et « poî fc whioh So estimated to fcsve 
been 10 car lengths froa th® rear of eittre 117-114, his fir-"-
»&n told hist that therti wes <•• tr<? ia ehesd sad be at ones 
medo a service application of the brskss, but that be did 
aot see th© re»r ead of %h& axtr?- until he was only a few c®r 
lengths disfceat, boesuit® of oeln*- or *fee outside of the curve* 
Re atfted that tha brakeis Li'? tr̂ la wero working properly 
end he did aot think thnt the ©-pj?<3d of his treia wee suoh 
more then » alls* an hour tue tiro of tho colliaton. 8n-»" 
giaea&u &ev© further stated th*t this waa Ms seooad or third 
trip over t## section of tbe Centre! Mow laglead fteilwey, 
thet while he was lUeilfit^d ovpr th* road it wee seeoasory for 
him to be aiiiwatohfol In order to bo frowns lntsd at all 
tliaes with his exact location, **£d fctwt, ia this Issi&aaee, 



while he knew he was app?e*ealn& the ynrd ae Canaan, he did 
not know i«ftt where the yard limit bo*rd wee located* an* 
gloenea flovrs further at&ted that he know that the rule's re* 
qulred thAt yerd limit a ha approaohad with the apead of the 
train trader full control, prepared to stop, aad that eaeond 
aleas aad axtrs tralae are permitted to occupy the mala track 
within yard limits without protection, esaept «#aia$t first 
©laee trains* f&glBtag#a S O T S stated that the conductor aad 
fireman of his train, who were riding oa the fir$nsa*s side 
of the eaglae, oa the inside of the curve, aad aa u&ehstruetad 
view of the track for &fcout 2,000 feet} aad he was depend!n& 
upon then to a certain extent to aotify aim la the event that 
there -msr any train la the yard occupying the main treak. He 
stated that when the fIrenes told him ,&&out 10 ê r leegtha 
before reselling the point of collision, that there we a train 
ahead, bad there bean any la&ieetloa of excitement or appro* 
beasioa in the tone of hia vole® when he did so, be should at 
once have brought his train to a stop instead of meklag only 
a service application of the brakes* &e stated that when it 
was aaea that a collision was unavoidable tbe fireman jumped, 
aad $hat be then made an emergency application of tbe brakes* 

Conductor Wood, of train So* 195# stated *b*t 
approaching the sasae of accident ho wee sitting on the left 
side of the saline, is front of the firemen, and that hie firat 
kaowl̂ dg© that cay danger existed m$ when tbe firemen exiled 
to the engineman that; there wres a red light ahead* Ha then 



~6~ 
tew «ae Ted light ten or twelve o«r lengths diet ant, end eft«r 
the flraaan bed gotten off the seat hex he got down on tho 
step* fie stated that the collision occurred et ?*39 a.»*, 
and that* while be wee not certain, he thought the speed of hie 
trsin wee stout 2 tailee en hour at tfcs tl̂ e of the collision* 

Flratann Sweet, of train Be» 195 0 eta ted tost while 
he eonsl&srs hiisself fstgllisr with the road* be did not know 
the sxeot location of the yard limit board at Ganean* He 
stated that he esv the lights on the rear of extra 112-114 
before tie saw the yard limit board, end about ten ear lengths 
from the point of collision* Be stated that he st ones told 
the eegiaeftas! who lasted lately made a service application of 
the bre&es* and that he got off the engine about ten feet be­
fore reaching the point of Resident* 

Under rule 93, when extra 112*114 came to a 
stop within the yard limit* at gsnaas, inaesmsh as there was 
so fir«t«elcs8 timin dusi no flsgmaa ••vas sent out* 

Tha direct cause of tbis Resident was train 
So* if5 not being operated under full control, prepared to 
stop* when entering the yard st Cen®en* as required by rule 
93* for whleh igBginssan Bov» if? dlraotly responsible* During 
the investigation of this accident it was defends** that en 
sceount of his side of the engine being on the outside of the 
surra, his view of the track a«pranching tho yard limits was 

( 



*2h9 direct eau&e of tide accident *ae train Re* 
03 not being operated under full control, preptsred to etop, 
hen ecterlng tbo yard at Oaaaan, 00 required by rule 0 3 , for 
Mall ̂ incnaa Hare la directly responsible* Surljig the 
nveetlg«tioa of this aocldeat it was dovelê ed that on aceount 
f hie aide of the engine bel&$ oa tbe oataldo of the curre, 
la vi«» of the tree* approaebiag tae yard limit* me very much 
re«trieted, aad be «ee not certain aa to tbe exact location of 
Sfeae yard limit board* ffeia fact eloae provided tha moat urgent rc« 
aoa for his to have hi a trffin under perfect control, for ha fenetr, 

1 

approximately, where tbe yard limit board was leoa&ad* 
It wee alee developed that Ooadaotor ffood *ys© riding 

on tbe left aide of the loeemotl?e, oa the iaaldo of tfta curve 

spproaehin® tbe aeeae of tfcoldent, end could have aeon where tbe 
yard limit board *a» loo*ted• JS** be been exerelelng a %propt)r 

regard for tbe aafetjr of Ma train, eeneiderlng the fact tfeat 
hie oaginenan bad node bat & tm tri$e oyer able taction of the 

roed« be would have noticed that Ma train ma not being operated 
ander eoatral approaching tae yard limit beard, end would have 
Oeutî aed Ma engiaensn to bring the speed under control* H»d 
be dona to tbla accident would probably h*ve been averted* 

laslnemaB Beve entered tbo service of tble railway 
ia aa eaftlncnen Wav saber 30, 1909* Cooductor Wood one employed 
•a a bmleonaa July ?, dienleeeo Jaenary 35, 1907, waa 
?e*employed June 22, 1909, aad w*e promoted to conductor Sovesaber 
15, 1909* At tbe time of tbe <soldent soman love bad been 
oa duty d hours 45 minute** 


