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On October 4, 191.% there ws a head-end collision be­
tween a passage? train end two electrio locomotives on the Butt a 
Anaocnda & Pacific Bsil̂ ay at locker, Mont*, which resulted in 
the injury of 31 pa^engsrs «nd 6 eia; loyess* Aft or investigation 
of this accident the Ohlof of th«? Division of Safety reports aa 
follows: 

tb© Butts, Anaconda & Pacific Ballmer is a single track 
lino, ®%tm&im betwaen Butte aad Anaconda, Mont** a distance* of 

2S»? ails©* Ho block signal syoti-ai ia in use, trains being oper­
ated by isi&e-table and train orders* Trains are hauled by elec­
tric ioeosaotives operated under the sailtli>le unit systom, ag 
many locomotives as m y be aê irô  be&ag coupled together aad 
operated by on® ̂ ngia^an .m& fir̂ioa* 

SatJtbouad ̂a,= ;jen̂ -?r t;r",ia Ifo* 6 ooanlated of 1 ooabi-
nation mail and ba.;̂ s*se e-*r -<BU 1 eoachea, hauled by electric 
locomotive 6S» aad TOS in oh>iiv,'c of Conductor Kerwia and Engine-
man Layton* It left Ana eon., a i.% tf*00 p*i»t, oa time, pa&aeS 311* 
v@r Bow at 5J 41 p,su, on sir,©, aad at 3t4? p*m* oolllded with 
eleotric locomotives so aad aoar tho western end of tho yard 
at Soefeer, as a point 3,.;co fr̂fc -*es»t of the passenger station, 
•wail© trawling si a speed eotlstscod to have been about 35 Mice 
m hour, 

Bleotrio locomotives m and a3, ia aharge of Conductor-



F&rrcll ojnd Bagiat&saa Powrs» had hauled a freight train from 
Aaaeoada to Reofcer, arriving at Hooker at 3t 20 p,ia* "Th© train 
had be&a set out at tills ftolat and another train sado ui> to haul 
bick to Aaaoea&a* After the eabeo»o had been placed on tho rear 
of thia train Conductor Faxreli omv out of the paae- agar station* 
near th© eastern ©ad of the yard* with train orders, end gave them 
to the ©rŝ inssaasu Hs then lined up th© main treek switch and save 
tbe smt£iM&n a atgBoi to book oat upon the &aln traofe* Th® Con* 
sluotor then olooad ĥ© switch and gave tho efiglnessaa a signal to 
proceed westerly oa th£ mala fcr&elt* la order to get the locomotives 
on the head end of tne train, thiu jaov̂ aeat oa tha jeaia lias be­
ing aecflssary on account of the oth#r tr&e&s ia tho y&rd baia& 
blocked -dta oars* ^hen the locomotives started down th© main 

tracfe the engiaenea antl fireman were In the roar onb of loeonsotivo 
65 ̂ v&tu locossotive sfeead of thcaf tale having been tho sab 
in which thay wcrs riding efaoa arriving at Seeker* Aft^r reach­
ing &h© head end of their train it bad been their intention to 
cfeang® from the rear aab of loaoisotive S3 ta the forward oao** of 
loccisotivc 53 for tho return tri to .Anaconda* %hea th® I O C O S J O * 

ttvm pacaed him Conductor Farrcll boardsd tbo rear Xeeomotiv© 
and tela th© dnginman that; they hod time snou&a fee A*O to tho 
western end of the yard, ^he two loooraotlves then started toward 
tbe astern end of the yard, sad had nearly reached it vrhen P»* 
isiaemaa Fovmrs saw th© pa.wager train approaching* at onoo 
applied the air brafeeo in emergency and reversed the current, 
re&ucinu the speed to about I S isilea aa bour wbm th© colli aioa 
occurred* 



All throe loaocotlv̂ o were derailed end considerably 
damaged* as well as tho combination ear of the passenger train* 
the fm coaches ̂ ere also damaged to some e&tent* 

The collision ooourrM a curve of 3 degrees to the 
right for eastbound trains* thin curve being 731 foot la length* 
'The point of collision TOO 460 foot west of tbo eastern and of 
the curve* Approaching thiii curve from tho east there ia a tan-

goat 4*0(50 feet la icâ th* Approaching from tho west there is 
1*400 feet of tangent* 2he grade 1© about eae~h@lf of erne per 
seat naoendiag for outbound trains* 

Conductor ?arroll staged that be had figured that they 
had tisw ©hough in Tj&ieh to go to the western end of she yard 
before train Mo* 6 arrived. 7%ea ho boarded the locomotive Ba-
gia&saa Powers said ecaothia*! ibout the tine and h© toU him 

that it was 3J41 p*«a* Conductor Jtarreil further stated tbat ho 
kaew thttt he -wild be* oooû yiaj tho rain tr>ack on the time of tho 
paasseng^r trala and that h* hnov' t) s h© had ao right to be ther̂ * 
The only reason he odvsnocd for spying to zaiike the jaovmeat was 
that be thought he could snfct I t bsafar© the arrival of train Ho» d« 

Fnglam^a Poronr* ot. te,i th^t after giving & signal to 
back up the Main l i a e , th. conductor boarded the ©aglae* locked 
at his watch* and said that it as 2;41 p«m* &n$lae&a& Powers 
then looked 'it his on -wtch «wsd stated tĥ t it was then exaotly 
one-half ssiaut© aft*r p.^, He ©bated that he than knew he 
should be occupying the mla ur-OK oa the time of trala tto* 6* 
whioh was due to leave Oliver 3ow at 3i41 p»a*t but the conductor 
told him to keep his ne«d sad to oaten to see if fe© could aee 1he 



pa'rscagor train eomlng* Hs also stated that cone flat oars on 
the lnslae of th<* our?© bad obcoured bis vision until be stooa 
up in tbe cab* Vihm Eafcisaaan Powers saw tb© pnsnonger train 
he applied the air brakes opened the sasdera, &n& had Juirb 
reversed tho current '?hen tfc© collision occurred. £s£lnoRisa 
Powers further stated that the speed of She two locomotives* whoa 
he i*t%*t ttm pmm®c®£ train was from IB to JSO isilea an hour* 

Firenaa Morion stated that a^es th© conductor boardea 
tha loeaEs©tiv« h** saw Biginamas Bowers iooic at ui» %mtGht and 
h© at onoa took out ni» vm watch* aad it was then a half min­
ute jftor 3* 4S p.rc* fi© stated that it did aot aomn msTa than 
a sainute ̂ ft**r tbia v?hau the collision occurred. 

Engia<msn Layton, &i train Ho* a, w&o WLO srriuu'&y 
injured,, stated that the sollisies occurred at 3:47 p*m.+ t ."bile 
th© eoacuotor aad eagiaeaan of a <TO& train on th« ebio< go, Mil-
aufeee a«<J St* Paul fceil -ay, -sboae track ie parsllol to th© 
track,* of the Butt©, Anaconda & Pacific Kallvsy at this point, 
stuted tfcut tfe&ir traia v^s >«ithl» 5*00 feet of tbo point of ool-
liaioa; they lao^sd at tbeir watches ltsrsdlM i*ly aft«»mirda aad 
it >*â» t^en 3:47 >m» 

Thia acoldeat * N S caused by eloctric leooirottv̂ s 50 
«nd aeeapying tb© main trade oa the tiao of a first-class 
tr-fln, for vbioh Conductor ?t.rrell aad 3&g£aeaan Povors are 
reopoaslblo* 

Bule He* £8 of the opomtlag ruleu of fchlo railway 
provides as folio' ."SJ 

»An inferior traia saut Keep cut of the way of 



Closing trains and failing to olo&r tha main traefe track by the tiaa required by rule, racunt be protected as prescribed by Kale 99»" 
*lxtra trains asnt clear the bis© of regular trains fire ssiaateo unless otherwise providedr and vill bo governed by trala orders with respect to ocroslag extra tr&iaa** 
Th« conductor and eagiaeasai la charge of tho tw else-

trio locomotives not only entirely disregarded these rale®, tmt 
attcoated to ran a distance of nearly 1 ille toward the passea* 
gcr train after it waa due to leave Silver Bow* a station 8*© 
utiles distant t 1 thou ft any protection Whatever* 

Sĥ Laotafja Powers was ea&loyed in 1905 aad waa made an 
caglaamaa ia 1909* Oa August 85* 1011, be was gives a aus pen­
sion of 6 months for running by a ©top signal, >md oa December 
S3* 13W, he was givea GO demerit© fcr responsibility la con-
aeotiaa with a oollisioa. Conductor Farrell Altered the service 
ia May, 1911, and a w aa4c a ccaauotor la 1914* Si® record wao 
clear* 

80a® of th*) oEiployecB involved ia tbia accident had 
been on duty ia violation of pay of tfe© provisioae of the Bour̂ i 
of Servioe law* 


