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Cn Catober 4, 1919, there wue ua resr-end seiliglion betwasn
two sleoatrioe passenger ours on the line of the Suflalo & lake
Brile Iraetion Jompany at unkirk, H. ., whioa resulted ln the
doath of & passengers ari injury of 26 passsenzers and J employecs.
afteor inveatigzation of this sooaldent, the Jhief of the Burewn of
Jufety repovta as foilows:

Thes lins of th: Buffalo and Lake irie lrection vompsuny ox~
tenda froa Buffalo, . Lo, to zriv, Fe., 8 dlcwence of #l.2
miles, and in the vielnisy of the point of mocident it is a
deudle~traok line over whioh tralos are operated by tlme~
table apd iralm orders. Tho susident ooourred on veatral
avenus withln the southern iimitas of the alty of Junkirk,
Contrsl svenue rung &bout north ana south, im 40 feet wile be-
twmen ourba snd ls iighted with incandsucent slectrio lemps
bing from pole breoust® whicn sxtenu nearly over ihe troeks.
Approadhing the point o mooldent from the morsh, the iraack 1s
tangent for appreximately one mile mud Lhe arade is .27 per eeat
sgsoending for ocare runuoing in a southeriy ulraeotion.

The gnrsof ths Bu.lule & &uke srie Traation Jompany are
elogbrisully propellod slth dlrect ourreut, aud sre of tha
overngasd-troilley %type. 3So-sailec idoml gsre are operated be-
betwoan Dunikirk end Fredonla, & distanca of 5.4 miloes, on & hmif-
bourly sssumed sonecula, begiuning at .20 a.ms and conéinuing

until 12,00 midaignt and the le u oar leavesd .aunkirk for #fredunia
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8t 12-40 a.,m,, making a total of &8 logal cars in eaoh directlion
daily. ‘There is mo .rintel wohedule ix effeat for these locel
oars apd their movements are nut 1n eny way indlceated on the print-
ad schedules for the interurben cars. The looel aars snber upen
comon track with the Interurban oers st Fourth and Maim 3trecta,
Dunkirk, continuing on this gommon track o Fredonia. The inter-
sactivn of Fourth and Maein Zéreets im located about 1,000 feet
from the FNoew *ork (entrsl Reflrosd depot, whiah is the sastarn ter-
mainal for the local ears. EHastern Divislon interurbanm oars opsrate
between Buffalo aud Fredonis on & printed aschedule there being
18 traing in esoh dirsotion dsily. PBetwsan Dunkirk and Fre-
donie the logal oars have IZ7 stops at whish paesengers may de
taksn on or diesharged, while the interurban esrs have but
? suoh stope in covering the same territory., 4ll gars have
sgqual rights over this plece of trsck,

On the danie of the socident, loosl oar No. 440, in charge
of Conduetor Hlmer Fiok spd Hotorman lLeBarron, left the Hew York
Central Railroad depot, Dunmkirk, en route to Predonie at 9,00
Pele , On time, lMoving socuthward on Central Avemus, over the
$rank used by both the local and infernrban aars, sar Ho. 400
stoponad at Ennia Btop t0 disoherge 2 paspsnger and then procesied
%o Corwin Stop, a distance of 440 fast, wheras one pessonger
slighted and two passengers wers tsken om; this oar ther atarted
forward szein and had moved = distance about ejqusl %0 ite own
lopgth when 1its resr end waes struck by interurban oar Ne. €02,
the asoldent ogourring st sbout 9,22 p.m,

Interurban oer Ho, 602, dssignstsd on the time-table as

train Jo, 37, wes in charge of Cendustor isrrin and Motorman



Irving Fick. ©On the dey of the eccideni thls esr left

Duffelo st 7.00 p.m., &nd srrived ot Dunklrk st 9.06 p.;., b

minutaes 1lecie. It 7ate its leet ston prier to the sccident at

the Jouniry Club, locsated on lentrel ,venue about half & mile

. portk of lorwin 3tov snd nt 9.57 n.m., collided with the rear
end of anr Ho. 400 nt Zorwin 3tom, A% phout 9.00 p.2. &
hanyy rein had fallen Mt =t the tize of the accident only e
1ight =ist wce 1n the eir.

Lecal aar No. 400 wes Adrivsn forward about 150 or E0D
foet by the celliston snd ite renr vaptibunle wes deatroyed, aus
wen oler the fron%t westitule of the interurbsm onr. Peyond
the dogtruation o the two veatibdules, Boither of the cars
wag bodly damsgad, Yingt of the killed amd injured were
riding in the ruemr vesztibule of tha loozl sar. The resr
bumper of this osr was 13 inchas lower than the forward bumper
o2 sar Jo. 602, resuliing 1In the forward end of esr 602 over-
riding the vastibule fiocor of cer Ho., 420, .

Motormen LeFarvon of car Ho. 400, whe wae injured in the
eclliasien, atated st the tiwe he received the bell signel from
his conduetor to proocesd frem Corwin ttop, he observed the
rsfleetion of the headlight of oar Ho. 608 snd heard & blast of
ite whistle. [Raalizing thet the oczr fellowing waz vary oloas
hs ndeavored to rat hia osr in motion me quiokly sz posaille,
but wee le tg move 1t only about one car length when the

.aautamn ocovrred.
Gomduvotor Piok of oar Ho, 400 was interviewed at his home

whers he waa agonfimed on macount of injuries _recelved, but could

not give a very slear sacount of ths scoldent. He could net
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Teoall whether or not he had given his motcormam n sigmal to
prossed from Corwin Stop, nor wes he sure whether or pot his oar
wen in motlon when strusk. He atated that ha neither eaw nor
heard the avproseh of the interurben car. He eaild that the
seatu ir his car were all oocupled and the resr veaztilbule wane
erowded with staniling pusvengere; at the time of the secldent
he was standing on the flover of the aar at the fare Lox, whieh
was looated in front of the bulkhead and about in the oenter of
$he maip alsle of the sar.

Condnetor Perrinm of scar Ho. 602 stated that se fer as ba
knaew, the motorman wasm in normsl condition duripg the trip
from Buffalo to Dunkirk, snd be kvew of no trouble haviag been
snoountered with the ailr brakas. Lt one point the motorman
ral the onr about 10 feet beyond a stop, dut he attributed
this to wet ralls. ¢n arrival et Jonghty Gtreat in Junkirk,
he raported to the dispatohsr send while deoinz 80, not ioed hias
motornan on the ground in front of the osr; hs thought the motor-
man was dimming the hsudlight, bat wes not surs, He oald the
omly method they have of diming headlights ies by inserting &
plece of newsparer within the hondlight and over the lens. Om
coming out of the telephons booth the oonductor told Hotorman
Flok that they sould shange oars at Predonia and take 02;7611
baak io Baffalo instesd of car Ho., 608, aAfter leaving Doughty
3treet and befors reesshing the point of socident seversl stops
wore made and at & railroad croseing Conduetor Perrin wexnt
ahead to flag over it. He stated thut st the time ke 412 this

he notload that the heedlight om hie car wus bmrning but did
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not notioe whether or not it was dimmed, The lant atop
mads by hie ager prior t0o the accident waz at tha Country
Olud on Contral ivemug, nd ke estimated that if the motor-
man applied fpll power uafter leuvimg that polnt ke would
not Bo gkle to attain s epeed groater then 20 or -5 miles en houy
on reaching the point of agcidens, He gould not, However, give
sny eatimate of the znesd at the time of the socidant. He stat-
ad thet he falt the brakus being applied at the time of the ool-
1fsion Put was uncertsin whethor they were applied bty the metor
men Oor by the dreaking of the air pipes due to the orash. EHe
bad no oonversatidn with the motorman &t the weens of the
gaailent sfter its occeurremce, sxseprt thet the motormen told him
&8 he wns gotting Iinto en avtomodile that he wonld report
the mooident %¢ the trpinmaster st Fredomis. Conduotor
Perrin forther stated that on the day aftey the aocident he
saw Hotorman Piok nt his home an)l when he ssked him how far
awsy he saw osr Fo, 400, the motorman replied thet he 414 not
gee it until after he hud passed Zmmis dtop, or & distance of
less than 440 feet. Hotorman Piok also told hi: that the
braken on the arr woare sleck &t the time.

¥otormen Irving Flek of safﬁ%bz was interviewed at his
home by Attormey Pernow, & member of the firm representing
the receiver of ths traotion oompeany. socsording 6o Hr.
Pernow's affidavit the motorasn stated thet on the day ef
the adsoldent he took eur Ho. 602 from Fredoala to Buffsle and
returned with {%t #8 far avw the peint of s&acldent, and thet he

had no 4iffieulty with the hrakes or equipment until he rewohed
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Lakeside on hip return trip. It wee his impression that s% Lake-
side ho told Copdustor Ferrin that the trakes were & little
slaok, and he vem 10 or 20 feet teyond two different steps.

Ho eaid the headlight was burning properly and he 41d mot dim
it &t Doughty Street, /mnkirk, as 1t was raining hard at that
time., Heo 414 at this polnt, howevar, gst out on the ground
in order to wips off the dutside of the front window, and
while here the condugtor teld his that thesy would leave qer
fio. 808 at Predopis ani taks ocsar Ho. 611 beck to Buffalo,
a8 ths trolley om sar Ho. 62 was spitting fire and the
brakes wers becoming slaok, Ls stated thet ne onms rodas
in ths front vestibule with him during any part of the trip from
Baffalo, but he allowed pasaengers to pass in and out through
the vestibule st steope. He stated further that he made 8 stop
at the Country Olub en Central Avenue and on starting agaia,
put on full power, Put before rosching Lafayette.Strest, about
800 feet north of the point ¢f mcoident he reduced to half power.
Appromching the point of secident there were autcmedlles mvving
toward him frox the oppeslte direction snd with the waternon
the glusas of the front window he was umable t0 B8ae the loesl
car shesd until ghout the time he passed Ennis 3tep. 4t that time
he threow off his powor,threw on sand, epplied the brekes, and
sounds: a l.ng blast op ths whistle. He oould nct remember
what opourred after hils asr got within 15 foet of the ear
ahoad Or how he got out of the vestibule.

¥otorman Woodwerd steated thet on the day of tho aseldant

he mple & trip with ear lo. 80£ from Fredonla te Buffelo and

reture, and en his roeturn to Frelonia wse rulieved by Motorman
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#lek. He stated thst the sir brakes and other mechanical end
sloctriosl dsvicesas worked propsrly during his itrip., otormen
Woodward alsp Btated that three or four years age & epeed limit
wog in offeot throngh the eity limits of unkirk, but at prasent
orows u®e their own dimcrstion with regard to mpeed and when
late do not fesl probibited from making up time through the
oity lintta, He stated thut nothing has been mald t¢ him
reoently when he haa lxseaﬁadiths speed limit, slthongh arews
used to be reprimsnded éﬁ::iiﬁfgiﬁiiik for this violation of

rulos,
Hoohsnlo: 1 dxpert Cameron, employed by the Yestinghouse

Alr Brake Company, stnted thap two deye after the acoeldant he
mbde B vareful inespeotlion ¢f oer Ho, 60 et Zire, Zu., and found
the entira brake eguipmant in goud working cenditicm. 4t the
tise of his inspestion he found no evidence of repalre having
been msde, exoept the plugging of the air pipes where uroken
in the coilision. Ho estimsted that with car Heo. 602 mnaning
at &8 spoed of 25 miles an hour on lavel treak and with all
sonditione proper, it ocould be atopped withih a dlatance of

260 or 276 f:ot, and running at %0 ailes an bour under the

same conditiecns 1t could be etopped within a distanee of 300 o
3860 feat.

Gocr g8 duckloskie, emplcoyed by the Genersl Lileetris Company
a8 desipgning enginser in the alr lWwrske enginsering depertmantd,
gtatod that ho mede an exsmination of the brakes on ear Ho. 6OR
the Beqond day after the asuident and found thom in good con-
dition. He statsd that at the time of the examination there

wag no evidance of repiirs having been made einme the sooildent,

e
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Oarbarn Porsman Pell, looetad at Prsdonias, atatad that
hs gave oer ¥0. 602 m eareful inmspeotion om the morning ¢f the
day of the me:ldent; & new by-pans valve was put iato the triple

. valve end an axle bearing was pecked. He seld ths sar left
the barnm at about 11.20 s.m., with tke brakes and sll o mipment
in good condition.

Dispetoher Gmlvin stated that instruotions in the rule beck
reatriot the spre. & of ocars through Dunkirk te 1& miles an hour,
bat thut he hes never had cocasion to ocautlon any orew with re-
gard te exeeeding the spead limit and thst he was ot awers Shat
ths rule was being viclated.

Aasintant Gensral MBnsger Fuker steted that from time to
timg employees have been oanlioned by himmelf and other officiels
in charge ¢of thse divisicn with reperd %o co=zplyinz with:the
#peed roestriotions within the oity limites ¢f Duakirk. He ststed
further that the officiale of the ocompsny have not deemed 1t nesss-
aary to re uire that red lighte de digplayed on the resar ends of
ths looal ears, dPellevineg thsat thse white lights 1in the resr veati-
bules of ths ecers sre suffislent proteotiomn mzainet following
trains. He alec sald that the offliciale endeavor rigldly to
snforee rule 84 regquiring treins running in the szeme direction %o
koep st leawt 1,600 feet apart.

General Henmger Mysers stmted that jJjudging from the

.appcaranae of the damsged oars, 1t 414 not secm to him that oar
Ho. 80Z oould have beem running at & speed greater than 20 milea

an hour at the time of the oollislon,
Bernard Pullook, realding on Central Avenus about 125 feefl

from the point of acoident, steted that on the sveninz of the
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seoidsnt hs sagompsnied his father apd mother t0 Jorwin Stop and
after senigting thom 0 board car ¥o. 400, he started to returas
%0 his homs, Ho had Just resched ths osurd of the street when
he szw the interurben ear approsching st a high rate of apeed
with the headlight dimmed. He thought the interurban oar was
about 100 feat from Corwin 3t¢p when he firet moticed it, at
whioh time the Looel ear wae Just sterting shesd end bad moved
only £bout 10 faet wher atrnoks He 412 not heer or <2¢ eIy
indiestion of the brakee db:img applied on the imtermrban osr.
Be sald $he ptreot lighie were Murning at the time,

Zhomses ulmn, aleo reaiding on Central ivemns mear $he
sgene of the aovgldent, etasted that ke hed buenm 4 passonger eon
oar Ho. 400 end nad gotteneff st Corwin 3%0p. Whan he reaahed
the surd he heard the interurdon ear spproaching and s moment
later heard thes oresh of the eollisiom. He 414 not sea the
headlight of the interm ben o»v when he alighted from ocsr No.
400 und wes positive that he looksd in the Zdiveetion frem whish
it approeehed to mee 1f sny sntemobiles were ceming that would
endenger kis oromaing.

0u the night of OGutobar 17th, obasrveticne verd mads from
the front vestitule of an intsrurven ear for the purpose of
lesrning the nethod of operatier and %o whet extant the lights
of svtomokllez met sleng Cenirel ivenuae interfare with the
elear viglen of the motorman. Red 1ighte on the rear of
sutomobiles running in the asme direction an the sar geuld be
assn slasrly whan thres-fourths of & mils ahead and ths rangs
ef vipion was not seriocusly lmpaired by thoe handlights of anic-
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mobiles muning in the (ppoaite direotien. It wss slso cbserved
thut when loosl oars were 300 or 400 feet ahead, the relleotion of
the lighte in their rear veatibules asould soarcely bs asesn, snd et
RO tima were the lights suspendsd from the ossilinee of the vostilmle
viaible, However, by reascn of the osiling lights in the body of
the onr beiny loostoed in line with $he panel windowa st the rear
of the ventilator saation of the oar roof, She reflscted light
£rom those windowa, which are 2841 x 4% inshes in sise, 0ould be
plainly seen for half a mile. In soms of the loeal cars, these
windows are of clear glsus but in osr Ho. 400 they are of wire
met#h glas: having s seml-~frosted appesrancs.

Zhere 1s in effast in the oity of Dunkirk &n erdinanse re-
guiring hesdlights on &ll vehlelea to be dimmed while passing slong
its etreots, and as the headlizhte en the interurden eare of the
Buffale & Lske Erie Traoticn Company wre not equipped with any dime
ming device, motormen make & praotios of switobing off their head-
lighta before meeting an antomobile und mgeim switobing them on after
the autcvmobile has passed, with the result thst &t timee the oars
2ay 3o run & oonsiderable distanos without thse headlighte burailng.
In & te5t mads with sn interurban osr, sbout 66 ssoonds were 00N~
sued 1n psssinog from the Country Cluk te Corwin 3top, a distanos
o2 about bhelf & mile, or at a speed of about £85 miles sy hour, show=
ing thut 1t w8 poseible for the interurben car to hawe been trevel-
ing st s speed gresnter than that indiczted by Condustor Ferrin.

Shis acoldent was oaumed by the fallure of lotormean PFlok,
of oar Ho, G0B, to exeroise propor eeution in the orerativn &f his
aar, resulting in overtsking ths ser theed of him, Hotormsn Flok
ie sluo at Tmult for hie feilure properly to obey rule o. & of the
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Steetsl Instruationa, primted in the surrent time-table, whidh
raudo ns follows:
wour LAEops SHAELEE Sebeery st il nat. sneed 5 apect
of twelve (12) miles per bour through ¥estfield, Fredonia,
Dumkirk snd Silver Creck.”
The ubsends of e red 1light or markey, vn the rear emd of car
Ho. 400 undcubteily ecntrituted ir & mnessure tov the sgoldent. Suokh
lights are ocseily dlstinguishsd sud there is 1ittle likithood of
their being taksn fcr other indjications, It 1s vrodable that if a
red light bed been Lurnipg en thes resr cof sar Ho. 400, ¥otorman
ek would have meen it sconer than he sew the reflesotion of the
oeliing lighte snd =ould have Been sble to ged his oar under
eentrel in time to &void the eclliision,
Yotorman Irving Fick entersd the emplsy of the Eunffalo &
Lake irle Treotion Conpany, in Cetobar, 1917, was é&rafted
intc the irmy 1ln daruary, 1918, ard was reinateled ino Janusry,
1918, Hie raocord was gocd,
&t the time of the spoident, mane of the emgployess Iinvolved

had %eom on duty in viclation of the Hours of Servioe Law,
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