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ITT !H I B V I H T L ' U R I O N C P Ah M I C Z CZQhJ.d&'j Oil T & i ^ r a 0 ? 

' ^ O V E A B E R ^0. 

On October 4, 1910, there was a rear-end oe I L L S ion between 

two C L E A T r l e P A S R A N G E R O A R S O N T H E L I A S of L B S iuflulo & . L A K E 

Sri a F R A C T I O N C O M P A N Y A T juaairk, A * I*, W H I C H R E S U L T E D L A T H S 

death G F 6 passengers SJ»£ I N J U R Y of & E naeeeogers and J eaplGye^s 

A F T E R investigation of T H I S accident, T H S Ohief O F T H E Sureun of 

Safety reports A S F O L L O W S ; 

Ths line O F T H J Buffalo and I A K E A r i a fraction Joap&uy O X * 

T E N D A fro a Buffalo, J. I . . T O &rie, R E « , A dla tanoe O F vl,£ 

alls a, A N D In T H E vlolnlty O F T H E P O I N T O F ao aidant it la a 

double-TRACK L I N E O Y E R W H I O H T R A I N S are O P E R A T E D B Y tloo-

table A N D -rain O R D E R S . S H E avoidant ooeurred O N O E A T R A L 

A V E N U E W I T H I N ths S O U T H E R N liavita O F T H S eity of D U N K I R K , 

Central £vonue R U N S A B O U T N O R T H ana S O U T H , I E 4 0 foot W I D E be­

tween our ha A N D in L I G H T E D * I T H I N O A A D S A O E U T E L E C T R I C la%»a 

hung F R O M pole B R A O A A T A W H I O U E X T E N U N E A R L Y O V E R T H E T R U C K S * 

A P P R O A C H I N G T H E P O I N T of A C C I D E N T froa T H E N O R T H , the trach is 

T A N G E N T for approximately O N E alio A N D the G R A D E la •»? per seat 

A S C E N D I N G F O R C A R S R U N N I N G I N A S O U T H E R L Y A I R M O T I O N , 

X H E C M S O F T H S B U J F U L O & M k a ^ R L E 2 R A E T L O N J O I A P A N Y A R E 

E L E C T R I C A L L Y P R O P E I L O D W I T H D I R E C T ourrcui, A N D A R E O F T H E 

everhesd-troILEY T Y P O * ^o- saxLEU X O O A L O A R S A R E O P E R A T E D B E * 

B E T W E E N D U N K I R K a t u i I * R E D C A I « & , a D I D T A N E A O F O . I I I I L A A , O N A H A L F * 

hourly U U E U A S D eonedulg, B E ^ I U A L N * ? at O » O 0 a ,a, A N D ooncluulng 

U N T I L 1 4 , 0 0 A I D A L G N T A N D T H E ; OAR L E A V E S J U A K L R K F O R R R A D S A I A 



at 12*40 a.m., making a total of local oars in eaoh direction 

daily. There ie no „rinted eohedule In off eat for thoee looal 

oars and their aovetaeats are not in any way indicated on the print* 

ed aohodolea for the interurban oars* fhe looal oars enter upon 

semen traok with the interurhan oars at Fourth and Main streets, 

.Dunkirk, continuing on this season traok to Fre&oalo* The inter* 

soot ion of fourth and Main Streets is located about 1,000 foot 

froa the lew *©rk Central Railroad depot, which is tho eastern ter­

minal for the looal oars* Eastern Division interurhan ears operate 

hot we en Buffalo and rrodoala on a printed schedule there being 

18 trains in eaoh direction dally. Between Dunkirk and Fre-

donla the looal oars have 27 stops at whioh passengers may he 

taken on or discharged, while the interurhan oara hare but 

9 such stopa In covering the same territory* A l l oara hove 

ecual riffhte over this piece of traok* 

On the date of the aooldent, looal oar So* 440, in charge 

ef Conductor Kliaer pick and hotorman ieBarron, left the Sew York 

Central Railroad depot, Dunkirk, en route to frodenla at 9*00 

p.ai. * on time. Moving southward on Central Avenue, over tike 

traok U9sd by both the local and interurban oars, oar So. 400 

stopped at Bnnls step to dla charge e passenger aad then proceeded 

to tiorwlm Stop, a distance of 440 foot, where one passenger 

alighted ana two passengers were taken oa; this oar than started 

forward again and had moved a distance about e^aal to its own 

length when its rear end was struck by interurhan oar Uo. 602, 

the aooldent occurring at about 9*£8 p.m. 

Interurhan cor So, 602, designated en the tirae-table as 

train So, 37, was in ohsrge of Conductor i err in and Motorman 



Irving fick. On the day of tha eooldeaf this sar Is ft 

Buffalo i*t 7.0k p.m., end Arrived at Dunkirk at 9.06 p-ft*. 5 

iqiimtoe lt.te« It ^ade tto Inst fit on prior to the accident at 

the Jesuitry Club, located on Central Avenue shout half a mile 

0 north of 'Jorwin Mo? and nt 9.22 p.m., oo 11 lded with the rear 

and of oer no. 400 at Cox-win stop, At about 9.00 p.m. a 

hear? rain had fallen but &t tho tl^s of the accident only a 

light :aist HUB in the a i r . 

local oar Ho* 400 ma driven forward about 160 ©r £00 

foet by the collision snd i ts rear vflstibnlo waa destroyed, as 

ens also the front vestibule of ths lntsrarbea oar. Beyond 

the destruction o+ the two vest1 train a, neither of the oars 

«as badly damsgod. Most of the killed and injured were 

riding in the r$ar vestibule of the loeal oar. Xhe rear 

bumper of this oar was 13 Inches lower than the forward bumper 

of ear So. 60g, resulting la th« forward end of oer &0B over-
4 

riding tha vestibule floor of oar Ho. 409. 

jjot or man LeBsrroa of ear So. 400, who wao in Jo red in the 

collision, stated et the time he received the hell signal from 

his conductor to proceed from Corwln fctop, he observed the 

reflection of the headlight of oar lo* 608 and heard a blast of 

its whistle. Realism? that the oar following waa very close 

ho ndeavored to vat his car In motion as qnickly as pessihis. 

but was l e to move it only about one wr length when tho 

^ c o l l i s i o n OCOXJrred. 

Conductor Fiak of car So* 400 was interviewed at his home 

where ho was confined on aooonnt of injurise_received, but could 

not give a very clear account of the accident* ho could not 



resell whether or not he had given kit motorman a signal to 

proceed froa Corwln 8top, sor was he flu re whether or not hia oar 

waa In motion when atrusk* go stated that ha neither oaw nor 

£ heard the aoproeeh of the interurfcan oar. He sals that the 

seat a in hie oar were al l oeeapied end the rear vestibule was 

erowded with staadiajt pae^engere; at the tine of the aooident 

he was standing oa the floor of the oar at the fare box, which 

was leoatod in front of tho bulkhead and about In ths oenter Of 

the stela el sis of the ear* 

Contactor Perria of oar go. 60S stated that as far as hs 

knew, ths aotorman was in normal condition daring tha trip 

from Buffalo to Dunkirk, and he know of ao trouble having been 

enooantered with the air brakes. At one point tha motoraaa 

ran the oar about 10 feet beyond a stop, but he attributed 

this to wot rails . On arrival at doughty Street in Dunkirk, 

he reported to ths dispatcher and while doing so* not load hia 

motorman on the ground in front of the oar; ha thought the motor* 

man was dimming the headlight, hat was aot sure. He said the 

only method they have of Aiming headlights is by Inserting a 

plsoe of newspaper within tha headlight aad over ths leas* Oa 

oeaing out of tha telephone booth ths conductor told Motorman 
Ho. 

lick that they would change oars at fro deals and take oar/fill 

back to Buffalo instead of oar So. 60$. After leaving Doughty 

£ Street aad before reaching the point of aooident several stops 

were made and at a railroad crossing Conductor Perria went 

ahead to flag over it* So stated that at the time hs did this 

he act iced that the headlight on hie car was burning bat did 
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not notice whether or mot it was aimed, 2 he loot stop 

made by hit oar prior to tho aoaidant we2 ot the Oountry 

Olnb On Control Avenue, and ho eatlooted that if tho motor-

r«iaa applied full power after le&ving that point ho would 

not he aeU to attain e speed greater than £Q or :£ is ilea an henj| 

on reaching the point of aooldent. He oould not, however, give 

any eatlmate of the e^esd at the tists of the aooldent. 3e stat­

ed that he felt the brakes being applied at tho time of the ool-

lieloa bat waa uncertain whether they wore applied by the motor* 

taan or by the breakta^ of tha air pipes dao to the crash• So 

had no sonverest ion with the motorman at the scene of the 

accident after Its Occurrence, except that the moteraan told him 

ae he WAS getting into an automobile that ho would report 

the aooldent te the truismarter at Fredoale* Conductor 

Perriu further stated that on the day after the accident he 

saw uutormaa ?iek at his home ani when he asked hia how far 

away he saw oar So. 400, the motor man replied that he did not 

see it until after he had passed Km is Stop, or & distance of 

less than 440 foot, Metoraan Flok also told hii that the 

bravo* on the ear were sleek at the time. 
go. 

W&tormn Irving flck of our foot was interviewed at his 

home by Attorney ?eroow, a swaber of the fir© representing 

the receiver of the traatloa oaapiujy. according to Mr. 

Pernow'e affidavit the motorman stated that on the day of 

ths aooldent he took oar Ho. 6H£ froa Jfredoate to Buffalo and 

returned with i t as far as the point of aooldent, and that he 

had no difficult? with the brakes or equipaent until ho rowohed 



Lakeside on hi* return trip. It W » B hlo Impreaaioa that at I***-

aide ho told Conductor Parr in that the brakes were a l i t t le 

elaok, and he ran 10 or 20 feet beyond two different steps. 

He aaid the headlight waa burning properly and he did not dim 

it at Doughty Street, imnklrk, aa it waa raining bard at that 

tine, he did at thie point, however, get out on the ground 

in order to wipe off the outalde of the front window, end 

while here tha oondnotor told hi ; that they would leave oar 

go. 602 at fredoaia and take oar So. 611 baok to Buffalo, 

aa the trolley on oar no. 622 waa aplttiag fire and the 

brakes were bseemlag slack. He stated that no one rods 

In the front vestibule with hia during any part of the trip from 

Buffalo, but he allowed paeaengore to pass in and out through 

tho vestibule at atop*. He stated further that hs made a stop 

at tha Country Club on Central Avenue and on starting again, 

put on full power, but before reaching Lafayette,street, about 

800 feet north of tha point of aooident he reduced to half power. 

Approaching tha point of aooident there wore automobiles moving 

toward hia from tho opposite direotion and with tha wateraoa 

the glass of the front window he was uaablo to see ths loosl 

oar ahead until shout the time he passed Snaie Step* At that time 

he threw off his power,threw en sand, applied the brakes, and 

sounded a l̂ ng blast on the whictle. He oould act remember 

what ooourred after his oar got within 13 fast of the ear 

ahead or how he got opt of the vestibule. 

list or man Woodward staled that on the day of tho aooident 

be made a trip with oar lo. &G£ from fredoaia to fiaffale aad 

return, and on his return to fredoaia was rel ioTed by Motorman 



Fick. He stated that the air brakes aad other mechanical aad 

electrioal devices worked properly during ale trip* Motormon 

Woodward also stated that three or four rears ago a speed limit 

waa la effsot through the city limits of l&nklrk, hut at present 

oa) erows use their own discretion with regard to speed and whoa 

late do not feel prohibited from making up time through the 

city Halts* Ee stated that nothing has been said to hia 

recently when he has exceeded tha Speed limit, alt hough crewe 

used to be reprimanded jneo-in a whlla for this violation of 

rales* 

EAeohaaloi 1 Expert Cameron, employed by the festlnghouae 

Air Brake Company, stated that two days after the aocidsnt he 

made a oarefal inspection of car lo. doe at Sire, f a . ( and found 

the entire brake equipment in good working condition. At the 

time of his inspection he foaad no evidence of repairs having 

boon made, except the plugging of the air pipes whore broken 

in the collision. He estimated that with oar So. 60£ running 

at a speed of ££ miles an hour on level track and with all 

conditions proper, it could be stopped wit hia a distance of 

£50 or 2,1B f et, and running at SO miles an hour under the 

same conditions it could ho stopped within a distance of 300 or 

350 feet. 

Ocor go iiaoklookle, employed by the Gen-cral aleetrlc Company 

as designing engineer in the air brake engineering department, 

stated that he mode on examination of the brakes on car So* 60S 

the second day after the accident and found then in good con­

dition. He statsd that at the time of the examination there 

was no evidence of repairs having beea made siaao the accident* 



Barbara Foreman Ball, located at ?rsdoaie, stated that 

he gave oar so. SOB a careful inspection oa too morning Of too 

day of tha accident; a new by-pas a voire waa pat Into tho triple 

i valve and an axle bearing wae packed. He aaid the oar left 

the bara at about 11*30 a.m,, with the brakes and a l l equipment 

In good condition* 

Dlaoetohor aalvin stated that lnetmotleaa In the rule booh 

restrlot the sped of oara through Dunkirk to 12 alles an hour, 

hut that he has never had oooaulon to caution any orew with re­

gard to exceeding tho speed limit and that he was hot aware that 

the rule was being violated. 

Assistsnt General Manager Baker stated that from time to 

time employees have been cautioned by himself and other of fioielsfc 

In charge of the division with regard to ooaplyin^ wit hit he 

Speed restrictions within the city Halts of Dunkirk. He stated 

further that the officials of the company have not deemed it neces­

sary to re juire that rod lights be displayed on the rear ende of 

the looal oars, believln* that the vhlte lights In ths rear veeti-

bulee of tho eare ere euffielent proteetlon against following 

trains. He also said that tho officials endeavor rigidly to 

enforce rule 34 requiring trains running in the same direction to 

keep at least 1,500 feet apart. 

General Manager Hyers stated that judging from the 

appearance of the damaged oars, it did not ssea to hia that oar 

Ho. 60 £ could have been running at a speed greater than 20 sal la d 

aa hour at the time of the collision. 

Bernard Bullock, residing oa Central Avenue about 1£S feet 

from the point of aooldent, stated that oa the evening of the 



asoldest ba sooompaaied his father end aether ta Qorwla Stop ana 

after aeeleting then te hoard ear to. 400, he started to rstnm 

te hie hone* Is had just reached the sure of the at root when 

he saw the intemrhan ear approaching at a high rata of speed 

with the headlight dia&se. Be thought the lnternrhan ear was 

about 100 feat frea Corwin step when he firet netieec it, at 

wfeleh tine the leeal ear was **uat starting ahead end had nored 

only aheat 10 feet when ntmeh* Be did not hear or oee eny 

indie at ion of toe feratcee fesing applied on the intemrhan oar* 

Ee anli the street lighto were homing at the time. 

fhoaae «£uinn, also residing on Oestrel 4venue near the 

eoeae of the aooident, stated that be had been a passenger on 

oar 9 0 * 400 end had got ton off at G r̂win Step* then he rose he A 

tho enrb he heard the intemrhan ear approaching and a neneat 

later heard the or ash of the collision* Ee did not see the 

headlight of the intern;. V A N t&r when he alighted frea oar Bo* 

400 and was positive that he looked I N the direction frea which 

it approached to oee i f any antoaohiles wore coning that woo Id 

endanger hie crossing. 

ea the night of October loth, observations were made from 

the front veet ibule of an Interarban ear far the purpose of 

learning tho aethcd of, ope ret lots and to what esrtent the lights 

of owtcaohiles not along Central Aveane Interfere with tho 

olear vie ion of the aotorana. Had lights en tbfl rear ef 

automobiles runnitts in the aaae direction as tho oar ccv.lt be 

S E E N clearly when three-fourths of a aile ahead and the range 

of vision was not seriously impaired by tho headlights of auto-

http://ccv.lt


a&© biles running in the upposita direction. It waa ale© observed 

that when local ears ware $00 or 400 foot ahead, tbe reflection of 

tho lights ia their rear vestibules a on Id scarcely he eeea, aad at 

ao time were the lights suspended from the osiim^a of the vestibule 

visible* However, by reason of the calling lights la ths body of 

ths oar be lag located la line with the panel windows at the rear 

of ths ventilator eoetion of the car roof, ths reflected light 

from tho§e windows, which are 2&1 z 4& inshss in site, could be 

plainly seen for half a mile* la some of the local oars, those 

windows are of clear glass bat in oar UQ. 400 they are of wire 

mash glasa haviag a ssmi-frostsd appsaraaes* 

there is in effect in the city of Dunkirk an ordinance re­

quiring headlights oa al l vehicles to bs dimmed while passing along 

its etrsots, and aa the headlights oa the lnterurban oars of ths 

Buffalo & Lake Erie fraction Company are aot equipped with any dim­

ming device, raotorsion make a practice of switching oft their head­

lights before asetiag an automobile and again switching them on after 

the automobile has passed, with the result that at times tha cars 

may be ran a ooasldorable distance without tha headlights burning. 

In a test mads with an lnterurban car, about Sd seconds ware con­

sumed ia passing from the Country Club to Sorwia Stop, a distance 

of about half a mils, or at a speed of about £8 miles aa hour, show*" 

log that it was possible for the intemrban car to hare been travel­

ing at a speed greater than that indicated by Conductor Perria* 

this accident was caused by the failure of Mot cream fish, 

of ear Ho, 60S, to sxsreise proper caution in the operation o f his 

oar, resultlm? ia overtaking the car ahead of him* &otormen Fiok 

is also at fault for his failure properly to obey rule So. d of the 
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$peeial Inetruationa, printed in the oar rent time-table, which 

reads ce fellow*i 

"grains will reduce epeed of five lo) mi lee per 
hour through Dunkirk Subway, and will not exceed a epecd 
of twelve (UJ mi lee per hour through test field. JTedoula. 
Dunkirk and Silver Cre«k.* 

The aboenoe of a reft light or marker, cn tho roar end of oar 

lo* 400 undoubtedly contributed in a measure to the accident* Such 

lights are easily distinguished and there is l ittle likllhood of 

their being taken for ether ladleetlone* It lo tjroaablc that if a 

rod light had hoen burning on tho rear of ear So, 400, Met or man 

risk would have seen it sooner than he saw the re fleet ion of the 

soiling lights end would have keen able to got hie oar under 

centre I in time to avoid tho collision* 

iiotorman Irving flek entered tha employ of the Buffalo & 

Lake Erie Traction Company, in October, 1917, was drafted 

late the Army in January. 1913, and was reinstated in January, 

1916. Els record was good. 

at the time of the accident, mnn« cf the employees involved 

had been on duty in violation of the lours of Service l*w. 


