July 31, 191l.

Interstate Comnerce Comsziasion,

¥eshington, D. €,
Dosr Sirs:

The Boston & Albany Rzilroad reperted, on July 3, 1911,
aa aceldent near Tost Hoad, Hew York, where one of thelr pnge
senpoy trains struck an sutomobille on » highwsy eroasing, row-
sulding in the desth of 3 persons and the soricus injury of
one other. This acoildent w3 investigated by Ingpectors
mrly and Gibbons, sad I suwialt herewith s synepsis of thelr
regort,

ACCIUERNT .

Bagteh & Slbany psgzencer train %o, 361, hundled by sngine
Ho. 3533, known ag the Bpringlield loesl peasenper, hit a fouring
enr contaibiing 4 peopls on Sardnerts Cressing, near Post Road,
e Yoy nt 8315 P, Ma, July l, 1911. The sccldent resulted in the
death of 3 psersous and the zeriocus injury of one other,

$he Bonton & ilbany Bellrosd at Post Road station hans three
main treeks and s siding. Imosdictely =sst of the station g s
Wilghwey known na the Poat Road, whieh pjasses under the traek,
ard at thils tise wes being Ilnproved by the State Highway COpe
migzion, and fravel was divertaed to a crossing, 600 feet west-
mard, wnown ap lUardner's Crossing, vhere the agcldent ccourrced,
enieh 18 o eroasing ot grade. The rallirosd at Post ﬁséd stuticon

ig straight and runs aast and weat, snd Osrdner's Crossing erosses
1t 2t right angles. ALL the traeks st the erossing ~re pizgked



-Fe
inside and sutside the rails and are filled with dirt and stone
between the tracks. On the north and south sides of the railroad
are stendard eroasing signs in plain view. The rallroad traocks at
thls point are stralght for a long distance, but a2t the time of
this secident there were some oars on the slding which did ohsoure
the view of westhound trains for soms distance from the highwaey.
Gurdnerts Crossing approaches the rallrozd with an up (rude of
atout 8% for abeut 100 fest next 0 the track from the scuth snd
has about a 5% grode for 100 feet oOr more on the north.

The traln, at the tizne of the ancident, was sone few ainutes
late and running at s apeed of about 50 milea per hour., The whistle
was hlown for the rosd croszing. The englnemsn statas thot when
about 153 or 200 feeh from the croszasing he saw the automobile sbout
5% feet from the track; he immedistely scunded his dengsr whistle
and applied the smeprgengy brokes. The sutomobile eontinued ita
way until it resched the erossing and stopped directly on the
track. Aftar hitting the sutomobile, the traln pran sbout 4 of
2 mile hefore it stopped. Witnesses, who live near the crossing
state thrt they heurd the danger whistle and then hesyd the araéﬁ.

RECOMBTHEATIUNS,

On account of the hesvy grade 1n the highway spordaching this
rallrosd erossing, both from the north and south, It would appear
thet 4t could be sade an underground erossing without grest axe
pange and thus entliraely elinisete any poasidbllity ¢f the recurrence

of such an aceldent.

There 18 run an aversge of 100 truins dally, an tﬁg B0 g-

v

$on & Albany Railrond should %e adviged O atstion a\rtngﬁun 2% 4

tils crossing, or %0 install some of “ective warning device, until



-

guch tioe as an vndarground highwsy 18 suthorised and completed
undsr the railrond et this point.
Reapectlully subnitied,

Chief Inspaector of
Bafety ippliances.



