INTERSTATE COMMERCE COICIISSIOF

REPORT QOF THEE DIRECTCR COF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATIOY OF AN ACCIDENT “EICH OCCURRED ON THE
BLUE RIDGE RAILFAY AT AYDERSON, S.C., SEPTE.IBZR 1, 1926,

September 30, 1926.

To tie Conuigsion:

On September 1, 1938, therc was a derailaent
of a passenger train on tne Blue Ridge Railway at Anderson,
3.C., which resulted in tane d=a’th of one crployec anc the
injury of one employcc.

Locatzon axd Method of Opcration

This Tai1lway extends between Bzaton and Tal-
halla, S.C., a distznce of 44.2 .a1les, and 15 a siagle—
track line over which trains are oo=rated by tive-table
and train orders, no block-signel srysten belng 1o usc.
The accident occurred at the wogt wye—track switch, lo-
cated 1,870 feet west of the station at aAnderson, appTroach-
ing this point from the west tns track 1s taagent for a
distance of more than one-half nile, extending to and
beyond the point of accident., Beginning at uile vost 11,
3237.4 feet west of the voint of accident, tne grade 1is
slightly undulating for a distance of 2687.4 feet, from
which point 1t 1s practically level to the point of
accident.

The switch 1nvelved i1n this accident 1s ¢
facing-point switch for eastbound trains and leads off
to the north or left through a Fo. € turnout. Tac switch
stand, whica 1g of the low New Century type, 1s located
on the left or fireman's side of an castcound treoin, no
terget or switca lamp 1s used to indicote the position
Sf the switch, nor was the switch stand equipped vith a

ock,

The main track in the viciaity of tac poiat of
rccident 1s laid wita 60~pound rails, 30 fect 1in length,
v1th about 18 ties to the rail-length, ballcsted ~1tn
cinders. The track 1s weiatzined in fairly fool conditlon.

It wane daylight and thc Teather ras clenr ot

the time of the acecident, vwhich occurred at ~boat 5.57 a.m
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Descrintion

Eastbound passenger troia Yo. 18 consisted
of one combgnation ma1l and express car, one Coablactiion
baggage andipassenger car, ont¢ co=¢d, aad one Pullaan
sleeping car, hauled by enginc 1002, and T=2s 11 cazaTge
of Conducter Fredericks and Eazineman Coleran. It left
Seneca, 24.3 miles west of Andereon, 2t 5.10 2er., 235
minutes lase, and was derailed at the west switch of the
wye track at Anderson while traveling at a speed esti-
mated to have been between 12 and 14 miles an hour.

Engine 1002 wasg derniled to the left ond
overturned, couing to rest at ~ point 173 feet beyona
the switch; the tender was also derailed ond overturned,
while the first car end the forward truck of the second
car were derailed., The enployec killed 7os tne fireouan.

SurmeAry of evidence

The equipl.ent coriposing train No. 18 hed been
turned over to the Blue Ridge Reilwny at Belton by the
Southern Reilwsy on Aupgust 31 2nd a=d becen operated from
that pcint to Seneca, 1ts turn-around point, as 7Test-
bound train No. 17, 1n charge of the sane cuployees es
were i1n charge of train Fo. 18 2t the tiue of the acci-
dent, Exsnination of the swiich, -thich was a facing-
point switch for train No. 18, 1ndicated the probobility
That 1t had been damaged on account of neving been run
through by a westbound train; the last westbound troin
to pass was trein No. 17. Engineman Colen=n stated,
however, that whcn passing over tnis switch on troin
No. 17 e did not notice enytuing unuguel. When aaking
the return trip on train Mo. 1€ e reduced the specd of
his tr=in to about 15 miles an hour when azpproaching
Anderson, following whicli he furtoer reduced the gpecd
to about 4 miles an hour while pagsing over 2 street’
Grcgsing at a poilnt approximately 2,300 feet west of the
point of accident; ne then worked a little stemn, after
whlch the train was allowed to drift towards the staiion
at a speed of about 12 miles an haowr. Upon reschlag a
point about 200 feet west of the point of accident he
made a slight zir-brake ~pplication for the purpose of
reducing speed for snother street crossing and then stood
up for the purpose of putting on tne inyector. TWhcn
about 90 or 95 feet fron the switeh he meticed thet the
left switch point a1d not fit up to the stock rail and
lmrediately pleced the brakewvalve handle 1n tihc crergency
rosition. The cngire passed cover the gwitch, on the uoin
trogk, but on looking back he szw the resr of the tender
start to turn over and it was sbout &t this tine that
the engine beceme dernileda
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Conductor Fredericks was un-warc of anything
wrong until the eunergency application of the air brakes
was nade and the train was brought to a stops Shorsly
afterwards he inspected the egquiprient ~nd found notihing
that would have contributed to the cause of the accident.
He threw the switch for the main track and found the
points fitted properly, nlthough the switch 1lztched
rather hard} he did not notice how the points fitted Then

he switch was opens He further stated that the gpecizl
rules governing the speed of trains within city liiits
wWere coaplied vith and estirated the speed of his trein
at the time of the accident at about 12 or 14 .a1les an
hour.

Baggageian Lynch stated thnat obout an hour
ofter the derriluent occurred he exmruned the switch
and found thst the left switch point did not fit properly
for the wye track. He estuiated the speed of the troin
2t the fime of the accident at 12 to 15 wuiles ~n hour.
The statenents of Flagnan Mathews added nothing of 1u-
portance.

Section Foreman Drennan stated th-~t he rrrived
at the scene of the accident about 15 ummtas~fter 1t
occurred sand iriediztely exarined the switch. He found
the switch set for the wye track ond latched, wita & car
truck standing on the peoints, which fitted tightly et
that time. After the truck w2s moved from the points,
however, he noticed the switch was partly open, due to
a bridle bar having been bent, which narrowed the gauge.
He did not think this condition necessarily indiccted
that the switch had been run through prior to the ncci-
dent. BHe further stated that 1t 18 not the pr-ctice
to lock the switches, except in the case of three switches
located 1n the yard,apd that frequently he finds _oila-
track switches set for side tracks.

Roadmaster Sutphen stated when he arrived at
the point of accident a few ninutes after 1t occurred he
lnmediately examined the track and found 1t badly draaged
beyond the frog, but from the switch points to the frog
1t was only slightly daiinged. He found the switch con-
pletely thrown and latched for the wye track, but when
set for the moin track the left point remained panrtly
open. He thought of the possibility of west-bound trein
No. 17 having run through the switch, but in this event
the points would have been scarred and daunged and he
found no evidence of =nything of this kind. Roxdn-ster
Sutphen strated, however, that 1t was possible for > train
to run through o switch, with the lever unletched, ~nd
produce the szi"e condition ns existed when the derniliient
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ococurred. He further stated that in his opinion ghef
switch hed been tampered with pricr to the ~rrival ©
troln Ko, 18 and left in a partly-cpenec positlons

The statsments of Supe:intendent Arcaar, Who Was 21=0

=t\the ecene of accident shortly after 1% occurred,
practically corroborated those made by Reoadmaster

Sutphen.

Inspection nade of the equiplient of troin
¥o. 18 subsequent to the nccident failed to disclose
anythiag %hnt might have czused or contributed to t?e
dersilnient. Inspection cf the switch showed t§1t the
bridie bar, vhich wrs secur=d to ke neints 2% incle s
from their tip ends, exiendirng under the left rail to
118 joint ~1*h %ae connecting rod, was bent dovmiard
rbocut 2 inches nn t22 ine.de of the left rail, ~nd wos
~lso bent akeut 2 ir--ce cub ¢f line, there vere no

norks on 11 to 1naicse ta=35 1t had been struck violently
by any forelgn olleCTo

Cecneluricns

This sccident was caused hy the damaged con--
dition of 2 switch which had probably been run through
by ancother train.

While the evidence 1s not clear as to lhe
cause of the dauaged condition of the switch, 1t 1s
believed thet 1t had been run through by train No. 17
on 1ts westbound trip. There was no damage to tlie
switch pointe, but the bridle bar had been bent 1n such
a w2y as to pernit the switch to stand partly open
when set for the wmain track.

The testimony of the crew of this troin indi-
cated that the 21T brrkes were tested and kad functioned
proverly prior to the nccident. Engireman Colenan testi-
Tied thaw he uade 2 service zpolication of the brakes
when about 200 feet west of the point of accident and an
cnergency application when ahout 90 feet from the switch;
the distance the train trpve'ed, however, indicated that
1t was moving rmuch faster tnan 12 or 14 rmiles an hour at
the time the brakes wers first applied.

The testivn-—y <hcw- that cnly three of the
switches 1n Anderson ~se £o0% locked, tnei the tracks
?re used os public tnorouiars ennd tnet on mony occa-
slons the rain-track a7 tcses
side tracks; 1t Fartncr appears in=t all of 4he gritch
stends »re of the low tvpe with neitier targets nor laaps
To naex their positions. This 1s 3z very unsafe condition
for the operation of trains, ond 1s one vhich snould be
remedied with toe least possible delay. Had the switch
1nvelved 1n this ncceident beer equipped with a lock, this
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accident probably would not have occurred,
. The caployvees i1nvolved werc experienced ricn
rnd none of thai1 hed becn on duty in viol~ticn of eny

of the provisions of the nours of service 1-7.

Respcctiully subaitted,

. P. BORLAWD,

Director.



