
November 3l, 1912. 
In re XavoatiRation of accident on tfos Baltic re 

& Ohio 3outhwe3fcem Ilallro&d at sr««t Athens, Ohio, Oets. 3, 
1913. 

On October 3, I0l£# there a head end 
eol 11 si an en th© Saltinore & Ohio Setithweetem Railroad 
at w©at Athene, Ohio, between a freight train mCL a 
switching engine, resulting In the death of one employae 
dad tiio injury ta tsro passengers. 

After inveotigatlen* 1 beg to submit the follow­
ing report r 

Thin aooident oceurrM on the asaln tracfe: within 
yard Unite at ^eat Athens. At thla point the Balti­
more & Ohio Southwestern Railroad' Is a Single traok line. 
Th& gr^ie la nmotie&Ily level. Fssra the point Whorv 
the aaolrlont occurred the tree's lo straight for a dis­
tance of 16So feat to ths "ast sna 3239 feet to the treat. 

Sastlmnd freight train ?S was hauled by 
two engines. Mo. 2*322 2nd lo« '^n, end in tsharga 
of £on&uotot» Oenvad and ^\g\n<$utm &n»en and Seen* this 
train left Ghilliootho, Ohio, at ?100 p. a-, th*»e hours 
late, and at the ti^e of aooident w&a two bourn and 
twenty-five zalnutas ovorduo at .*eet Athena* At Luhriff, 
a station atbout four rtfl̂ s west of the point where the 
aooident ooeurred, all care in train ?2 were set out 
and the engines mv*t turo<*n a srye, ae ther^ were no 



faotXitiess tor turning enginee at Athens. the train 
then eon elated of engine Mo. 29^1* engine tto* 2622 ana: 
a oafe^se; it alerted to b&ok up from Uthrig to Athenfl9 

and collided #lth Pitching engine 1576 at abont lQi?3 
p. m. f apTiraslciateiy 33o feet mat of the ̂ est switch to 
/oat Athens yarn1* fhoro waa a Sen so fog at the time af 
the aectdent% esnd the anninmen on train No. 73 had no 
earning that ttm ta&in tr.tcX m a eeetsnied until within 
about one oar length of engine 1576 tfhm t&e light fvam 
a r?5d fuseo waa aeon. 

%igino Mo. 1G7(> ̂ ras in ohar^e of Oanduetor 
Bonn all a and ^^tnenan ^srfcmuv The erew in oh&ife 
thl=3 train went in duty at 4:30 p. :a., ana wan engaged 
in switching serino© at adj&eenfc mines and in th© ynpao 
at iWmnn and feat Athene* Portly before till a aooident 
ehf̂ lne 1B79 started fmci Athens with SO lends of eoni m& 

TiV®Qm$j3& toward tha srost m& ot feat Athene yard ov&r tha 
pas sine traok. On account of the switch leading froa 
the panning traeK to traok Mo. 1 at ./est Athens bsing out 
of acrvioa, thin engine pulled out on the aain line snd 
was fping to the ̂ eat end of tfae yard and bacOi in frsra 
there. Before leaving Athena, Oonduotor Bonn alls, in 
tha preoenee of Qifjinewan BarbeiHP, warned Sffafccta&n ftsoor© 
to loot oixt tor train no. 

flresan El«rtenatein stated t!mt ae engine :io. 
1B7C ap^roaohod the switch leading to the arain line Brake-
mm *&ore %>m ahead and threw the switch and the train 



-3-

p&sm& over it tyitfoout atop-sine. BraKeaan Beere got a 
fuoee froia the en&ine, j*nd xthm eight or ton Oa** lengths 
west of the owltab at the went and of She yard he limited 
the fasee «n& stt?ofc it Int^ th® pilot baias. He stated 
the engine then parsed Brs&eraan I&JQV&I th© last time he 

brofteraan Moore he m a h&ofe taw or three oar lengHia 
fron the* engine, apparently looking for & slfp&l frois the 
rear. He thought the solution occurred two OP three 
saint* tea af tor brakesian itoore stuck the ftiaee in ttte pilot 
haaja* '&ig%nmm 3arbour was billed in the collision. 

Bra&eusm 9bo*e etated that he rode on the pilots 
until "TLTLI.in a short distance if the msin line awitoh and 
then ̂ «nt ahead m& thr*^ th«~ sswiteh. He had aome 
difficulty in operating tha i«itQh leek r̂td th® engine 
approaahsd Just 3 3 he tbrw the awiteh» He atated ttsat 
the angina moving too fait to pemifc him to ©0 ahead 
and flag* When the engine hnd sensed s«T on the aain 
traoic h*s sot a fu^ER* fiv 1 thf fhen he rsn 
ahead of the sngin© to flac. :?o atated that after 
passing th© switch whs?" thoy ^ore to bads: in he Jumped 
on the pilot step, LIGHTER 1 fuooe and 0tue& It into 
the pilot boora* Ho statod th-tt he wm atteiapting to 
get into the ©ngiae cab -hon the collision ooaurred. 

At tha tino :n' tfio A C C I D E N T there was a fog #0 

dense that lights could JH seen only a very short dletanao. 
Ilia fireman of tho leads ng online of Ho. 73 atated that he 



am tho light front 1510 fusee when only about one oar 
length away fron It and &igin®ae» Oosh stated that h$ 
could ©ge Just a littl© reflection of light from th« 
fusee in th© fog before the colllalrm. Both trains wera 
running at lew spaed at t3ie Sim of th® accident. 

this aocident isas soused by t3ie crew of cttigUui 
Ma, 1576 allaying their train to be an the main trade 
on tli© tine of train Ho- 72 without proper flagging pro-
tootlon, In viol^tidn of rule 97 of the Baltiiaore A Ohio 
Southwestern ft&ilway (fesB^any, &iginea?a* Barbour and 
Ura&eman floors were primarily t*em>an0iHes for this 
violation. 

All tlie oaployees In^l^d In this ̂ ooident 
were «&pen©»a<td sen ttltb good 2*©coi*g9, and none of thea 
was sorting oontrary to th« provisiona of the ho«r« o f 
aervlae l a w . 


