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In re Inveatigation of accidant on ths Balltixore
& Ulla Southwestern Natlrond at 7egt Athens, Chlns, Oot. 2,
1012,

Sy i i v gy s

On Oetober 2, 1912, thers wap 2 head and
enllislon on the Baltinors & Ohlo Bouthwertern Aallroad
at vest Atheng, Chin, botwaen a TFraight train and a
owltehing engine, resulting in the 4esath of one employoe
and the injury 4o two passenpars.

After investigation, I beg % sulmit ths foOllowe
ing renorg:

Thin acoident cocurred on the main treak wlthin
yard linits at Yeaast Athens. At thla point the Haltl-
mors & Ohio Jdouthwestern Hailroad g a single firack line.
The grade ig prmotioslly level. Fron the noint vhere
the asoldent oopuryed the trask lo stralght for & dio-~
tance of 1680 feat % the ~agt =:nd 3250 feet to the west.

Zastbmnd el tratn Ho. 72 was hauled by
two englines, Ho. 2620 and ‘o WL, ed wag in aharge
of Sonduator Cenrad and Engincmen Sraen shd Dean. This
train laft Chillicothe, Ohio, at 7100 pe. M., thies hours
late, and &b the tlie 50 e aocoldent wag $wo hourd and
twenty-Ilve ninutaes oveorduo at /et Athena, At lahrig,
a atation about fonr 11~z waeqst 27 the peing where the
aanldent ccourred, =11 S aare in trein 72 wers aset ouy

and the engings wers tumad on a wye, ag thera ware no
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faailities for turming engineg at Athena. The frnin
than sanaloted of engine Ho. 2501, engine Mou 26272 and
a calmage; At atarted fio beok up from Luhrlg to Atheng,
and 00114dsd with awltohing anging 1576 at abont 1008
P e, approxinstely 350 feot weat of the west awitch o
Teut Athens yande. Thore was a denas fog at the %tlne »of
the asoldent, and the onginomet on #rain No. 72 had no
waming that the naln track was odoupiad untll within
about ones car length of engina 1876 ghen the 1ight from
a rad fuser wags aoan,

ngine Ho. 1670 oss in sharme of Jondugtor
Bonnells end “agineman “erbouy. The arew in oharge »f
this train went an duty a% 4:i30 p. 0., and was engnged
in switohing service at sdjlasoent mines and in the yords
at ‘Whans and Yea® Athens. Shortly bafore this socident
engine 1876 ptorted fron Athone with 20 loads of aoal and
nrogendsd toward the woot end of Tesnt Athens yard ovar the
pasainrn traol.  Un acoount of the awitoh lesding frop
the paoeing track do traok Yo, 1 a$ Yest Athens being out
nf servioe, thils engine nulled out on the main 1ins and
was godng to the west end of the yard and baok 1n from
there. Bafors loaving Athens, Oonduotosy Donnells, in
the prepence of Englneman Jarbour, wamed Bracenm Yoore
to look osut Par %rain o, 72,

i renan Hertanoteln atated that as engine Jo.
1876 apnroachad the gwitoh loading o the main Iine Broke-

man "ore ran ahend and threw the dwitch and the train
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pagged aver Lt without atoyming. Brekenon Hodre got a
fusee fvon the engine, and when elght or ten sad lengtha
woeat of the owitoh at the weat end af the yard he lightad
the fuses and stuok 1%t ind~ the nilot Boeam.  He gtated
the enplne then puansd Brakeman Moorei the Yaat finmg ho
oay brajitoman Moore e waa heok two oy thras eny lengtho
fron the engine, apsarantly loocting for o afgnal frmon the
rrar,  He thought the collision gogurred tws or three
minutes aftar brakeman Yoors atuck the fuges in the pllot
basn. Ongilnemen Barbony was zilled in the onllision.

Bralienmn Yoowme stated that he rode on the pllat
until =ithin 2z short Alztonce »f the main line gswitoh mnd
then went ghesd and thrsy the eviteh. He hnd some
difficulty in operating the wiich look ==d the englne
approanhed lust as ko sheew the awitch. He stated that
the engina wag moving fos £ant % parmit him to go ahead
and flag. Yhen the snglne hnd osasced auf on the main
treok he mo¥ a red fuzec Zro the onhe Then ha ren
ahepd of tha angine o Moz, o atated that after
pasaing the gwitch whaw thoy -ers o baok in he Jumped
on the pllet step, 1ightor s fuses and atuek Lt info
the 51let bose Hg ototed thet te was atteapting o
get into the aenglne cab -hon she gollision agourred.

At the tine 2r e coldent thers was a fog so
danse that lights oould Do seen only a very short dlatsnow.
Tha firsman of tho leading enpine of No. 72 atated that he
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gaw the light from the fuses when oaly about one gar
langth aoay frmn 1t and Enginensn Dean atzted that he
ould sae Juat a 13¢%le refleotion of Light fmm the
fures in the fog before the evllision, Buath traing wers
rmning at Tow opesd ot the fime of the sooident.

This aoctident wap onuged by the ovrew nf engina
Ha. 1576 allowing thely train to bs on the matn track
on the tire of train No. 72 without praper flagping pro-
tootlion, in viclation of ™ile 27 of the Baltimore & Chlo
Jouthwestern Hallway Conmpeany.  Bipglnaeman Haybosur and
frsheman “eore wers prinarily resoonsibls for this
violatlon.

ALY the eaployens inmlived in thilo aoceident
warse axperienced nen with good records, snd none of than
was working sontrary to the provisiona of the hours of

servioe low. |



