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On Novemoer I S , 1934, there wa« a derailment of a 
senger train on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad at W ever ton, 
MdL , which resul ted in the death Of one employee, sad the 
injury of one employee, two mail c l erks , four cooks ajod 
one waiter. 

IJOOati^;&3^method, of operation 

This accident- occurred on that part of the Baltimore 
Divis ion extending: between Washington £. C . , a»d levertoa , 
Md. , a distance of 5§.£ miles; in- the v io in i ty of the point 
of accident th is i s a double-track l i a e over which t r a i « » 
s r s Operated by t ime-table , trairf- frrdlers, and an autoaatic 
blook-signal system. Extending westward from the ysdfd a t 
^emswick there are two fre ight tracks which end at: the 
ter loeking plant at Weverton; the passenger tracks are on 
the outside of the f r e i g h t tracks and in divert ing & t r a i n 
from track 1, the westbound passenger track, to track 2, the 
east bound passenger track, i t is necessary to move i t through 
a Bo. 8 crossover to ths west bound fre ight track then through 
a Ho. 16 aroseover to the eastbound fre ight traak and thence 
to the east bound passenger track. The accident occurred at 
the east switch of the Mo. 8 crossover leading from track 1, 
th i s switch being 1,463 feet east of the station at I ever ton. 
Approaching this crossover switch from the east there is a 
compound curve to the l e f t 2,400 feet in length with a maxi-
fflum curvature of o ° 15'; the track is then tangent to the 
Switch a distance of ?70 f ee t . 

The home interlocking s ignals are mounted on a bracket 
poet 6of fee t east of the east crossover switch. There are 
two signal masts on this post , the right-hand mast carrying 
fhe s ignals governing movements on track 1, There are three 
arms mounted on th is mast, the top arm, s ignal SO, governing 
high speed movements through the interlocking plant and th# 
middle arm, s ignal 4$, governing diverging aovsn$ast# 
traok 1 to the r i g h t t o the Washington County branch, while 
the bottom arm, s ignal 47, ia a slow-speed a l l - route or 
ca l l ing-on s ignal . The distant s ignal i s a two-arm 9$m&piM&& 
s ignal ; the bottom arm, which i s stagger3d, i s f ixed 



z ont a l p o s i t i o n and serves as a marker i n d i c a t i n g til a t the 
S i g n a l i s a d i s t a n t s i g n a l fox an i n t e r l o c k i n g p l a n t . t a # 
t op arm, s i g n a l 53, operates in t h r e e p o s i t i o n s J the" c l e a r 
p o s i t i o n s i g n i f i e s that horns s i g n a l 50 i s d i s p l a y i n g a c l e a r 
i n d i c a t i o n and that the h igh-npeed route through the i n t e r ­
l o c k i n g p ] a n t i a c l e a r ; the c a u t i o n p o s i t i o n s i g n i f i e s that 
the block i s c l e a r as f a r as the horns s i g n a l and t h a t the 
t r a i n should p r e p a r e to s top at the noma s i g n a l , whi l e the 
s top p o s i t i o n r e q u i r e s the t r a i n t o s top be fore p r o c e e d i n g . 

The weather was c loudy a t the time of the a c c i d e n t , 
which occurred at 4.18 p.m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n 

Westbound passenger t r a i n No. 5 c o n s i s t e d of one a a i l 
c a t , one o l u b c a r , two s l e e p i n g c a r s , two d i n i n g c a r s , f o u r 
s l e e p i n g o a r s , and one o b s e r v a t i o n G a r , a l l of s t e e l con­
s t r u c t i o n , hauled by engine 5318, and was i n charge of Con­
ductor Huffman and Engineman Roes, I t l e f t Washington, a c ­
c o r d i n g to the t r a i n sheet , a t 3 p*m*, ©n t ime, passed Bruns­
wick a t 4.14 p . m . , f o u r minutes l a t e , and was d e r a i l e d a t th--* 
&m% c r o s s o v e r switch at ft ever t on whi l e t r a v e l i n g a t & speed 
shown oy the speed r e c o r d e r on the eng ine , as w e l l as by the 
one i n the c l u b o a r , to have been 48 m i l e s an hour . 

The eng ine , f i r s t s i x o a r s , and the f o r w a r d t ruck of thr 
seventh c a r were d e r a i l e d . Ths engine and mai l car turned 
over to the l e f t , t h e engine coming to r e s t with i t s head end 
about 900 f e e t beyond the swi tch . The employee k i l l e d was 
the f ireman, 

Sunus&xy of evidence 

On the day of the acc ident westbound f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 
6117, c o n s i s t i n g of 135 empty cars and a caboose , passed 
Weverton, which i s the d i v i d i n g p o i n t between the Ba l t imore 
and Oumoerlani D i v i s i o n s , at 1 ] . 2 2 a . a u , and at 11.33 -a,is., 
Gumoerland D i v i s i o n Dispatcher Fluke was adv i sed that the 
t r a i n had broken i n two r e s u l t i n g in damage and dera i lment t o 
aevexa.1 c a r s . A r e l i e f t r a i n tfas sent to the scene and f o r a 
time i t was thought the main t r a c k cou ld be c l e a r e d i n time 
t o a l l o w t r a i n s Bos . 19 and 5 to p a s s , but ^ e n i t f i n a l l y 
deve loped t h a t t h i s could not be done o r d e r s were i s s u e d f o r 
those t r a i n s t o be de toured v i a the e a s t bound, main t r a c k , 
these o r d e r s , a s i s customary, b e i n g put out to the t r a i n s 
concerned at Wever ton , the po int where the detour movement 
was to be begun. T i -a in No, 19 was de toured , a f t e r which en­
g i n e 6141 a r r i v e d at Weverton with some damaged c a r s a t 4.11 
p . m . , moving e a s t w a r d on t r a c k 1 and coming to a s t o p w i th 
t h s engine a shor t d i s tance east of the s t a t i o n , a t which -
p o i n t i t was s tanding when t r a i n No. 5 approached ever ton 
on t rack 1. 



A f t e r t r a i n No, 19 had passed through the c r o s s o v e r s to 
tra-CK 2 , Operato": Mercfiecte changed the p o s i t i o n of the 
£),/•>' *.oh-3 a.j.'. ai^rjaJ ? :ui t h e ? ,tp3c';a!n on t h a t the a ^ s s w e x f , 
would bsed b v vh© e n g i n e of the r e l i e f t r a i n , engine fc>141, 
p ^ o r So the B i ' i i v a l o f ' t r a i n Ho. 5.' F r e i g h t t r a i n s are r g -
qfj.j?;ed ijO G i f c J ,.h-- t j ^ a of v F in No, 5 by 30 minute a and 
wnen the r ^ / j n f i of t i e > v i ? p i t r a m A i d not reach IF.'evertcn is 
t'me t o mEJjfi t he lauv-jment eer iv .gh the iritwrlOGkir>.g p l a n t , 
Cp^rmjo/ 1 } i - , r (x»o c t e oh^x*god fcho i"»u';e back f o r t l 1 e crossover 
movoa/iAl o f iTo, 5 j t h . s beslv.g anr^oximate ly J-0 minutes 
pv- .or co i t ? E J I U E L L . I V ? :n or IF? b o . 2 9 , OJI Fe rn 19, g i v i r ^ 
tr-a,;ri fie 5 -'i^nfcs e v e ? cp-ooG'^r t ^ v m a cn t rack 2 , "waa com­
p l e t e d t o OpexEitcr fc.qif.,:c o 0 ? p ra. Under the r u l e s * 
wh?r® the bene J.D S e r l o r l r 1 v.z. y y ^ i l i ? a^so uoed as a block 
stomal 'i re. I /la,?; i s c U ' v " 1 - ^ ^ i rora t h e towel* (then t h e r e axe 
oi'cie/a t o o c l i v e i e i , cv-5 -v '^ f^ ca l lVJ^z -on s i g n a l i s 
ptao^o in tii 'j caat^-r j ^osi-l ft i o n t h e t~ r„ ia r&a/ prooeed only as 
f a r se t h e A U I f ^ l o ^ t n o : t i a r , i o n a\» vhiot* p o i n c i t raast be 
pffdpa^^.i « o r i t o p i ^ u o a d ctn-^' v it-.tj oJ e-jted *9y Form A, whiefc . 
i s 9iBL'.l*c* 'c, i a ctd^jr^jooe c t , 'C. 0 o ? r j , j j ] I'^a^austte s a i d he 
had HD t> t - A ^ u tfofffl fer>e -1'fG f ' a £ a^c^r fcrp^r- Ko„ 15 passed 
and the*, if, s i . '12 display iVico. the aj-DVoaoh of t Ja in 

5 i i ' . f O a i e a by t he A ^ U ^ C ^ O ? h t l l . t o l d T~aek-
man Mo?« t o ^lo,<,3 c g r . i ? 47 , to.? rJov^^p^ed s i g n a l , i & the -
Oautio>j p o c i v ' o n , i / f j - o a ao Voe d Dp/'oac n of lbs t r a i n was 
annour"'"^., . v^ - t a^ M O B S ĥ<-> i-p-d se?n d e t a A e d fto s e s t e t 
Opeia trc War.* *tfca cn account oJ one c o l d wsj&bes* p r e v a i l i n g 
at the c i n e , ' t hen "> nf b the f 'V/ec 03 m r s a d U i o s s t o d e ­
l i v e r thz oro^i- tfj.^ ir .s i&o.'OTapdnying Fo/m fi. When the t r a i n 
came in a^g ' i : , Kicvj.rjg a t a spaed he c a t *r.iated to bave been 
about 4^ njX^s a r m , ^pr-xntor Haicfjiette r f - U i ^ e d that 16 
would r,os D? r b l s bo a^^ke fc^e c r o s a r v e r *ncfvfwihrm t n tsoXcty, 
and he d ' ^ a he tbrev^ s i g n a l 4V back t o the s t o p p o s i t i o n , bui; 
appaxentAy ti->ie «af3 not done in t.une t o be seen by the en-
ginemaa cf t^dJ.n Ho. 5. 

E^ j n e i r a ^ R O B S , of t r a m No, 5, sa:.& the speed of h i s 
t r a i n tfas oo.Tit 40 m i l e s e,r.. hour t h e d i s t a n t s i g ­
n a l , t he top a m o f wbioh ira=3 d i s p l p ^ i s g a taut3on m d i o a -
-tion, t h a t hf; F*?pi;ed '.be a i r b i ? / ^ s , jtoak'ng e 3,5-pound r e ­
d u c t i o n , exd ht̂ d r3s.V;t5ei. t,he ppeed co a ocnt v 35 s t i l e s an ho-ar 
whan th=5 fxrevaxL t o l d Lir? tn=j^ s»g.o^i 47 VTFI^J at oaATtion and 
that thsxo urari a mail o;i ~h© ground ^ vea,t 'j?isse ^o d e l i v e r 
orcU^s. He t . i c i r e J ?a3^i t h e bx-aVeti ar\i a l l o w e d tha t r a i n 
t o d r i f t e-'iA on r t h e s t r a i g h t t r a c k saw the s i g n a l 
d i s p l a y i n g t he j i K U o a t i c n as an^ouov ed by the f i teman, and 
lie a l s o rjf.w a ILOII in the as i ioJe o i tl^e t r a c k a p p a r e n t l y i n 
readinsr>a to hand ov Tihe o r d e i a . V̂ IJ l e he knew s i g n a l 4? 
was a s i .OA-cpoea fli.^-a1, he s a i d he bad never operated, his 
t r a i n t h r o u ^ i Vii,<i ^ a i t i c u l ^ crossover and i t d i d not occur 
to hitn t h a t t x a m D^ght be so d i^exted on t h i a o o o a s i o n 3 

the only tnou^tt w(*a m h i s mind be ing t h a t he would 
r e c e i v e o r d y r a . When the engine e n t e i e a the swi tch h^ was 



thrown away from t&e brake v a l v e and wa# t h e r e f o r e unab le to 
app ly the brakes . £ngineman Ross d i d not see the i n d i c a t i o n 
of s i g n a l 4? change from c a u t i o n to s t o p , n e i t h e r d i d ne see 
any one s i g n a l l i n g ftim to s t o p , nor d i d he see engine 6141 
s t a n d i n g ahead of him on t r a c k 1 between the crossover switch 
and the s t a t i o n . Engineman a l s o s a i d that i f he b a d not 
seen some one on the ground w l ; n oi'aers he would have been, 
a b l e to s top h i s t r a i n , i n accordance wi th the r u l e s , b e f o r e 
proceed ing beyond the tower . Engineman Ross made a f u r t h e r 
Statement that i f he had r e c e i v e d an i n d i c a t i o n at t h e d i s ­
t a n t s i g n a l that I l l s t r a i n was to be c r o s s e d over then ©f 
c o u r s e he would have known of the movement to be made. This 
statement however was based on an erroneous impress ion t h a t 
such an i n d i c a t i o n , c a u t i o n on the top arm and proceed on the 
bottom arid, c o u l d be d i s p l a y e d at the d i s t a n t s i g n a l ; he s-aid 
he d i d not know that the bottom arm was f i x e d , f n t h i s con­
n e c t i o n i t might be s a i d that such an i n d i c a t i o n as was de-
S c r i b e d by Sngineman Ross can be d i s p l a y e d govern ing the 
movements of east bound t r a i n s approaching Weverton i n t e r l o c k - " 
i n g p l a n t on t rack Z, 

Baggagemaster Baldwin , who was r i d i n g i n the second c a r , 
s a i d he had not f e l t an a p p l i c a t i o n o f the a i r brakes as the 
t r a i n approached W©verton and that h i s f i r s t knowledge of 
anything wrong was w&en he f e l t a j a r which threw him to one 
a i d e so that he c o u l d not reach the emergency cord* Conduct­
or Huffman and Flagman Gray , who were r i d i n g in the tenth 
and e l eventh cars. , r e s p e c t i v e l y , a l s o s a i d that they had not 
n o t i c e d any a p p l i c a t i o n of the a i r brakes p r i o r t o the occur­
rence of ths acc ident . 

Conductor S t r a i l m a n , of e x t r a b l 4 1 , the r e l i e f t r a i n , 
had l e f t f lagman Holer a t Weverton to p r o t e c t the r e t u r n of 
h i d t r a i n on t r a c k 1. Conductor S^iai lman s a i d he r e t u r n e d 
a t about 4.05 p , m . , stopped wi th t h e engine a short d i s t a n c e 
e a s t of the s t a t i o n a t weverton and went to the t o w e r , be ing 
in t h e tower &t the time t r a m No. 5 approached, Flagman 
Moler s a i d he was s tanding on t r a c k 1, about f i v e or s i x o a r -
l e n g t h s west of the east crossover swi tch , when he r e a l i s e d 
that t r a i n Wo. 5 was approaching t o o r a p i d l y t o enter the 
c r o s s o v e r i n s a f e t y and he s a i d he began to g i v e s t o p s i g n a l s . 
At t h i s time the engine of t r a i n Wo. 6 was on the tangent 
t r a c k and w i t h i n 15 or 18 c a r - l e n g t h s of the swi tch , and he 
thought Engineman Ross could have seen him without d i f f i c u l t y . 
Engineman S t a u b , of e x t r a 6141, had been in the tower , but 

ther Engineman S t a u b nor Flagman S o l e r saw any one on the 
engineman f s s i d e of the engine of t r a m Ho. 5, 

d i v i s i o n Engineer C r i t e s s t a t e d that t h e r e were no marks 
of any kind on the crossover up to the p o i n t of the f r o g . 
There was a mark where a f l a n g e had a p p a r e n t l y s t ruck the 

was outs ide on the 
and he s a i d he saw 



po in t of ths f r o g and then had gone over i t and had continued 
a l o n g the outs ide of the crossover r a i l , w h i l e there was an­
other mark i n d i c a t i n g that a wheel had r u n a long on the main 
t r a c k aide of the f r o g f o r a d i s tance of about 10 f e e t before 
be ing p u l l e d a c r o s s that ra i3 to the l e f t toward the c r o s s ­
over . Beginning a short d i s tance beyond the f r o g the t rack 
was t o r n up f o r a cons ider a b l e d i s t a n c e . 

Conc lus ions 

This acc ident was caused by the f a i l u r e of Engioeman 
Ross , of t r a i n No. 5, p r o p e r l y to obey s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n s . 

Engineman Ross saw the d i s t a n t s i g n a l d i s p l a y i n g a cau­
t i o n i n d i c a t i o n and the hems s i g n a l at s t o p , w i th the c a l l l o g ­
on or a low-speed s i g n a l m the caut ion p o s i t i o n , T M s s low-
speed, s i^na] governs movements to a l l r o u t e s , cut when En-
ginemaa Ross saw t h a t o r d e r s were t o be d e l i v e r e d i t d i d not 
Occur to him that h i s t r a i n might a l s o be crossed over to an­
other t r a c k and oonsscjuently he f a i l e d to reduce i t s speed 
so that i t could move through the c r o s s o v e r s in s a f e t y . I t 
f u r t h e r appeared from the statements of Enginsman Ross t h a t 
he had never opera ted m s t r a i n through t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
crossover and he thought tna t i f h i s t r a i n were t o be c r o s s e s 
over t o another t r a c k an i n d i c a t i o n t o that e f f e c t would have 
been d i s p l a y e d a t the i i & t a n t s i g n a l , as i s the case a t some 
of the other i n t e r l o c k i n g p l a n t s on t h i s d i v i s i o n , R e g a r d -
l e s s of t h i s f a c t , the only s i g n a l i n d i c a t i o n he r e c e i v e d 
which au thor i s ed him t o proceed was by ths s low-speed a l l -
r o u t e s i g n a l , and he i s a t f a u l t f o r h i s f a i l u r e t o c o n t r o l 
the speed of h i s t r a i n m accordance wi th i t s i n d i c a t i o n . I n 
t h i s connection i t might be p o i n t e d out that not only d i d the 
two speed r e c o r d e r tapes i n d i c a t e a speed of 48 m i l e s an hour 
a t the time of the a c c i d e n t , but they f a i l e d to show that any 
r e d u c t i o n i n speed was made i n the v i c i n i t y of or af t e r p$sd<-
i n g the d i s t a n t s i g n a l . 

This accident would have been prevented had an adequate 
automatic t r a i n - c o n t r o l dev ice been i n s t a l l e d . 

Engineman Ross was employed as a f i reman i n 1899 and was 
promoted to f r e i g h t engineman in 1904 and to passenger en­
g ine man in 191?; he was cons idered to be one of the b e a t e s -
glnemen on the d i v i s i o n . The engine crew of t r a i n Ho. 5 nad 
oeen on duty aoout 2 n o u r s , a f t e r 29 hours o f f duty; the -
t r a i n crew had oeen on i u t y about 2^ h o u r s , p r e v i o u s t o which 
they had been o f f duty about 26£ h o u r a . ' 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submit ted , 

W. P . BORLAND, 

D i r e c t o r . 


