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I N T E R S T A T E C O M M E R C E C O M M I S S I O N 

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY COVERING 
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD NEAR WOLF LAKE YARD 
OFFICE, SOUTH CHICAGO, ILL, ON JUNE 14, 1920 

JTJLT 20, 1920 
To tlw Commission 

On June 14, 1920, there was a head-end collision between a pas­
senger tiam and a freight tiain of the Pere Marquette Railway on 
the line of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, near Wolf Lake Yard 
Office, approximately 2 miles east of South Chicago depot, resulting 
m the death of 1 Pere Marquette employee, and the injury of 4 
passengers, 4 Marquette employees, and 3 other persons After in­
vestigation of this accident, which investigation was participated in 
by the Public Utilities Commission of Illinois, I respectfully submit 
the following repoit 

This accident occmred on the West Subdivision—Chicago Divi­
sion—of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad Pere Maiquette trains aie 
operated over the Baltimore & Ohio tracks from Pine Junction to 
Rock Island Junction, 9 7 and 0 2 miles, respectively, east of South 
Chicago depot This is a double-track line, and trains are operated 
by time-table, train orders, and an automatic block-signal system 
Train-order offices are located at Pine Junction and at Whiting, 5 2 
miles west of Pine Junction, Whiting being the last train-order office 
east of the point of accident An operator is located at Wolf Lake 
Yaid Office, 2 6 miles west of Whiting, but there is no train-ordei 
signal at that point Rock Island Junction is 17 miles west of Wolf 
Lake Yard Office 

The signals on this line are of the three-position upper-quadrant, 
semaphore type, a tiam receiving the stop indication of an auto­
matic block-signal is requned to come to a stop and is then permitted 
to pioceed under caution 

Approaching the scene of the accident from the east beginning 
at Whiting towei, theie is a tangent 5,700 feet long, followed by a 
50-foot cmve towaid the right oi noith 900 feet m length, a tangent 
5,400 feet long, and a curve to the left or south of 1° for approxi­
mately 1,000 feet, the track is then tangent extending to Rock Island 
Junction The accident occur led on tangent tiack 200 feet west of 
the west end of the 1° curve and about 700 feet west of Wolf Lake 
Yard Office The giade is slightly ascending foi westbound trains 
The track from Whiting westward is all withm the yaid limits, 
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the i lew was obscuied on account of the cui \e and by a line of poles 
on the inside of the cune 1 he accompanying diagiam shows the 
lelative location ol the tiacks and stations in the vicinity of the 
point of accident The w eathei w as cloudy 

The tiams involved in this accident weie Peie MaiquetLe east 
bound freight tram extra 1005 and westbound passengei tiam No 
10, which is shown m the Baltimoie & Ohio time-table and opeiated 
ovei the Baltimoie & Ohio tracks as tram No 61 This tiam, kno^n 
as the "Kesoit Special," was making its second tup of the season, 
the hist tup having been made on June 10 It was en route from 
Criand Rapids, Mich , to Chicago Extra 1005 consisted of engine 
1005 and 59 cais, with Conductor Fianzler and Engineman Lindsay 
m charge Tiam No 61 consisted of engine 725, 1 steel-undeifiame 
baggage car, 1 wooden coach, 1 wooden club cai, and 4 steel-undei-
frame sleeping cais m the oidei named, with Conductoi Batema and 
Engineman Bekkering m charge 

On the morning of June 14 the westbound mam tiack was blocked 
by extia 4316 on account of a pulled-out diawbai, between Whiting 
and Wolf Lake Yai d Office, to avoid delaj , westbound passengei ti ams 
Nos 51 and 15 weie diverted to the eastbound tiack at Whitmg and 
opeiated oier that track against the cunent of traffic to Calumet 
liiver Bridge, just east of Hock Island Junction, wheie they weie 
ciossed back to the westbound tiack These tiams passed Bock 
Island Junction at 6 58 and 7 08 a m , lespectnely In the mean­
time the disabled car m extia 4316 had been set out and that tiam 
proceeded westwaid, followed by Peie Maiquette extra 910, this 
tram hai mg passed Wolf Lake Yard Office on the westbound mam 
tiack at about the time Baltimore & Ohio tiam No 15 passed on the 
eastbound track Shortly after tram No 15 had passed Bock Island 
Junction, Peie Marquette lieight tram extia 1005, which had been 
held at that point since about 6 58 a m , was peimitted to pioceed 
In the meantime, however, the dispatcher, who understood that the 
westbound mam tiack was still blocked and eastbound tiams weie 
being held at Bock Island Junction, had sent a message to the ciew 
of Peie Marquette tram No 61 at Pme Junction dnectmg that train 
to cross over at Whitmg and use the eastbound mam tiack to Calumet 
Kivei Budge This tiam jnoceeded westwaid fiom Whitmg at 
7 15 a m and the accident occuried at about 7 24 a m The speed 
of tram No 61 at the time of the accident was vanously estimated 
at from 20 to 35 miles an houi, while extra 1005 was Imining at about 
10 miles an houi 

In addition to the engineman and fireman, the conductoi and head 
biakeman weie nclmg on the engine of extia 1005 The block signal 
at One hundredth Stieet was m clear position foi this tiam but the 
signal neai Wolf Lake Yard Office was in the stop position, and on 
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approaching this signal the engineman applied the biakes The em­
ployees on the engine saw the passengei tram approaching but did 
not know that it was on the ea&tbound tiack until it came around 
the cuive and was only a shoit distance away The engineman then 
applied the biakes m emeigencv, and all of them jumped off the 
engine before the tiams collided The point of accident was 363 
feet west of the block signal 

As tiam No 61 was appioachmg the end of the c ime neai "Wolf 
Lake Yaid Office, the fiicman saw extia 1005 when it was 25 oi 30 
cai-lengths distant, he called a warning to the engineman and then 
jumped off The engineman applied the biakes m emeigency, went 
oi ei to the fiieman's side and saw the fieight tiam ahead, then tued 
to leveise the engine but was unable to do so, and jumped off when 
the two tiams weie only a few car-lengths apait Except that the 
biakc on one sleeping cai was cut out, the biakes on this tiam weie m 
good condition and the engineman thought if the opposing tiain had 
been stopped when he fiist saw it he could have stopped his tiam in 
time to ai oid the ac cident 

As a lesult of the impact the engines were locked togethei, the 
front end of the smoke box on the passenger engine was din en into 
the smoke box of the fi eight engine and the fiames and cihndeis 
weie bioken The engines lemained upnght, with the pony tiucks 
of both-engines undei engine 725 The accompanying lllusti ation 
shows the position of the two engines after the accident The tendei 
of engine 725 wTas pushed its full length into the baggage cat behind 
it the opposite end of this cai telescoping the fiist coach about half 
its length, tearing the loof and one side entnelv off foi this distance 
The four sleeping cais and the club cai were not deiailed oi dam­
aged The tendei of engine 1005 was pushed mto the box cai behind 
it the sixth, seventh seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, 
and twenty-fust cais weie badlv damaged oi destiojed Foui lails 
weie damaged, each having a shoit bend downwaid evidently caused 
by the impact oi by the engines leaimg up and dioppmg back 
Conductoi Batema of tiam No 61 was killed 

Baltimoie & Ohio Railioad rule 93 jDroMcles in pait as follows 
On double tiack, within m i d limits when n e c o i » A H to mike moi cmeiith 

against the anient ot tialhc, engines oi tiains uiU seaue wutlen D i s t i n c t i o n s 

fiom the employee authon/ed bi special inductions befoie doing so, and M i l l , 

while using Die same, pioceert with caution 

When Dispatcher Hontz was mfoimed the westbound mam tiack 
was blocked by extra 4316 due to a drawbar having been pulled out 
he sent a message to Opeiatoi Caitei at Wolf Lake Yaid Office, ad-
diessccl to Teimmal Tiam MasLei Huggms, as follows 

G- iBECTT, e/H/20 
II E H 

4510 at Wolf Lake on wesLbound main with cluwbai out and P M 51 
behind him Anango to handle 51 get lw 4316 

(Signed) H S C , 6 22 a m 
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Upon receipt of this message Opeiatoi Caitei advised the dis­
patcher that the night yaidmastei had gone home, the day yaid-
mastei had not amved, and theie was therefoie no one at that office 
to handle it Acting upon instructions fiom the dispatcher he then 
telephoned this message to Yaidmastei Mann at Ninetieth Stieet 
Yaidmaster Mann immediately started to make arrangements to 
cletoui Peie Marquette train No 51 on the eastbound track fiom 
"Whiting to Rock Island Junction When he called Whiting towei 
tiam No 51, which had been flagged by the preceding tiam, was 
alieady backing up towaid the towei 

In the meantime Baltimore & Ohio Yard Clerk Berg arnved at 
Wolf Lake Yard Office at 6 30 a m , learned that the westbound 
mam tiack was blocked by extra 4316 with a drawbar out, and 
ananged with Whiting and Rock Island Junction to detour tiam 
No 51 over the eastbound mam tiack He stated Yardmastei Mann 
was on the telephone at that time, oveiheard the conveisation, and 
said he would notify the operator at Rock Island Junction to hold 
everything until trams Nos 51 and 15 passed Yard Clerk Berg 
then notified Whiting that tram No 51 could come After tiam 
No 51 passed, the dispatcher asked Operator Carter to find out how 
trams Nos 15 and 61 were going to be handled and Operator Caitei, 
who had overheard Yard Cleik Beig's part of the conversation over 
the telephone, reported to the dispatcher "All set to run wiong mam 
between Whiting and Rock Island Junction " The dispatcher then 
asked if there were any switching engines or tiams on the main 
tracks between Pine Junction and Whiting Yard Clerk Beig re-
feired this inquiry to Yaidmaster Mann and, upon learning that 
there weie no engines oi trains on that track, Operator Cartel le-
p or ted to the dispatchei "All set to run wrong main Pine to Rock 
Island Junction " The dispatcher understood this referred to Balti-
moie & Ohio train No 15 and Pere Marquette tram No 61 and he 
then sent messages to those tiams at Whiting and Pine Junction, le-
spectively, as follows 

Baclt over at Whiting and use No 2 tiack io Calumet Rivei Bridge 
CSd ) L N H 7 K AM 

Yaid Clerk Beig assumed it was the dispatcher's purpose to cross 
tiam No 15 ovei at Pine Junction, as the movement could be handled 
moie promptly at that point than at Whiting He then notified 
Calumet Rivei Budge that tiain No 15 would use the eastbound 
track fiom Pine Junction to Rock Island Junction and to hold all 
trains until tram No 15 arrived He thought tram No 15 passed 
Wolf Lake Yard Office at about Y a m and extia 4316 on the west­
bound track passed at about the same time At about 7 05 a m Rock 
Island Junction called up, stating that an eastbound Pere Maiquette 
fieight tiain was waiting at that point and wanted to know how 
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tram No 61 was going to inn Yard Clerk Berg advised Eoek 
Island Junction that the westbound mam track was clear and that 
tram No 61 would run ovei that track He said he did not issue 
specific directions to Rock Island Junction to allow extra 1005 to 
proceed, but he assumed that train would proceed, as theie was no 
longer any need of detourmg trains, the westbound mam track being 
clear He said he had no information regarding orders or instruc­
tions issued by the dispatcher to tram crews to run ovei the east-
bound mam track fiom Pine Junction or Whitmg to Rock Island 
Junction, except that he heard the operator say he overheard a mes­
sage to Pine Junction for train No 15 to nm over the eastbound 
mam track to Rock Island Junction He did not know the time of 
train No 61, as it was a new train, but assumed that it would run 
over the westbound mam track unless a detour was arranged by 
Wolf Lake Yard Office with Whitmg tower 

Operatoi Trowe at Whitmg ieported to the dispatcher when he 
heard train No 15 coming, and the dispatcher gave him a message 
for tiam No 15 to run on track 2 from Whiting to Calumet River 
Bridge Tiam No 15 arrived at 6 55 a m , ciossed over and de­
parted on track 2 at 7 a m He then reported train No 61 coming, 
and the dispatcher instructed him to cross it over, saying that in­
structions for that train had been issued at Pine Junction Tram 
No 61 crossed over at 7 12 a m and departed at 7 15 a m 

Leverman Hanert at Calumet River Bridge, at about the time 
tram No 15 was passing, heard Wolf Lake Yard Office and Rock 
Island Junction talking over the telephone He did not know who 
it was at Wolf Lake Yai d Office, but instructions were issued to allow 
the eastbound freight train to proceed after train No 15 cleared, and 
tram No 61 would run on the westbound mam track Train Dnector 
Hammer at Rock Island Junction then repeated these instructions to 
him, and he gave extra 1005 a signal to proceed He said extra 4316 
followed train No 15 into South Chicago, and the westbound main 
track was clear when extia 1005 proceeded eastward 

Dispatchei Hontz did not notify Tiammastei Huggms oi the yard-
master at Wolf Lake Yard Office that he had issued the message to 
tiain No 61 to run on tiack 2 He considered that after receiving the 
information conveyed to him by the Wol f Lake Ya id Office operator 
the movement could be made safely The dispatchei stated, howevei 
" He did not say 15 or 61, but he said ' them ' " He did not make 
messages of the transactions with the Wolf Lake Yard Office operator 
foi the reason that it was not customary to write down conversations 
When asked as to the custom of handling detour movements withm 
yard limits the dispatcher said that such movements were handled 
tmdei instructions fiom the yardmaster and that his purpose in issu­
ing the messages to trams Nos 15 and 61 to cross over and use track 2 
was to facilitate the movement 
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Yaicl Clerk Beig had been employed at Wolf Lake Yard Office foi 
about 14 yeais, it has always been the practice dining that time foi 
the yaidmastei to ariange detours between Whitmg and Bock Island 
Junction Several times pieviously he has made aiiangements foi 
detour movements similar to those ai ranged foi on the morning of 
this accident and m the absence of the yardmastei from the office 
it has been the custom for the clerk to act in his place He said he 
had never been authorized by the terminal trammastei or the yaid­
mastei to do this, but he handled the trains as he thought the yard-
master would do He was fully awaie of the responsibility involved 
in ai ranging for a detour and realized that it was necessary to have 
both ends protected befoie allowing a detour to be made When 
the eastbound extia at Bock Island Junction was released he knew 
theie weie two other westbound passengei tiams due shoitly, but 
he did not know how they weie running and did not make any effoit 
to asceitam their location, assuming that no further detouis would 
be made without consulting the yardmaster or tiainmastei He latei 
admitted, howevei, that in leleasmg extra 1005 he practically o\ei-
looked tram No 61 He had received no leport regarding train No 
61 and did not know the exact time it was due He had never known 
of any case where the dispatcher issued an oidei or mstiuctions to 
tiams in a detoiu movement fiom Whitmg to Bock Island Junction, 
the dispatcher always lequnrng that such movements be handled by 
the tiainmastei or yardmaster 

Opeiator Caitei had no conversation with the fiist-trick opeiator 
who relieved him, made no tiansfei either oral or wntten, and did 
not convey to the fiist-trick operatoi any information as to what 
arrangements had been made for detouimg tiams Nos 15 and 61 
He thought that if a transfer had been made it Was possible the hrst-
trick opeiatoi might have taken steps to prevent the accident, but he 
said that it had not been customary foi any of the operators at 
Wol l Lake Yard Office to make a transfei dunng the three months 
he had been theie He had gone off duty before tiams Nos 15 and 
61 passed 

Opeiator Trowe stated that detours m this teiritoiy aie usually 
arianged by the tiainmastei upon request of the dispatchei, and in-
stiuctions aie received fiom the yaidmastei at Wolf Lake Ya id Office, 
m this ease, howevei, he leceived no instructions from Wolf Lake 
Yaicl Office and he earned out ordeis of the dispatcher He did not 
communicate with Wolf Lake Ya id Office, as it is not customaiy to 
leport trams coming to them unless they request that information 
He did not have any telephone conversation with Calumet Bivei 
Budge oi Bock Island Junction prior to the accident, and he did 
not ovei hear any telephone conversation lelative to the detour move­
ment He knew of no special instructions having been issued 
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1 e l . 1 t . 1 v e to detours, yard engines are sometimes detoured without 
communicating with the dispatchei 

Assistant General Yaidmaster Mann, who was on duty at Ninetieth 
Stieet, stated that he made no airangements for cletourmg tiam No 
61 and did not have any intention of detouring that tiam at that 
time He did not know that he was talking with Yard Clerk Beig 
ovei the telephone while ariangmg the detoms for trains Nos 51 
and 15, but thought he was talking with the operator at Wolf Lake 
Yard Office He was on duty until about 7 10 oi 7 15 a m , and at 
about 7 a in he learned from Wolf Lake Ya id Office that cxtia 4316 
vias moving He did not notify anybody that the westbound main 
track was cleai and did not make airangements with Rock Island 
Junction to lelease the eastbound Peie Maiquette tram held there 
Aftei he received information that trams -nere moving on the west­
bound tiack and he sa-n extia 4316 coming in ovei Nmety-fiist Stieet 
he went home 

Yaidmastei Kernan, on duty at-Wolf Lake Ya id Office, stated 
that his houis on duty weie fiom 7 a m to 7 p m On the day of 
the accident he did not come on duty until about 7 10 a m and knew 
nothing of train No 61 being detoured on tiack 2 against the current 
of tiaffic until he saw it going by his office on that tiack. He had 
not been instructed as to who was authonzed to ai range a detoui, 
but supposed that the yardmastei or tiamm aster would have that 
authonty He had made necessary an angements for such move­
ments, and he thought this had also been done in his absence by his 
cleik, he had never taken exception to anyone othei than himself 
aiiangmg foi detoui movements m Ins district duung his absence, 
although he had not specifically authorized anyone to make such 
airangements On account of eastern time being adopted in Chi­
cago, he and Night Yaidmastei Zellei had made a tentative airange-
ment to lelieve one another on city time instead of standaid time, 
but he did not understand that this airangement v* as to go into effect 
until aftei the teimmal tiainmaster had been consulted, and theie-
foie he did not come on duty until the regular time on the morning 
of this accident Night Yardmastei Zellei, however, undeistood that 
he woidd be relieved at 6 o'clock standaid time instead of 7 o'clock 
on the morning of the accident and left Wolf Lake Yaid Office before 
Dav Yardmaster Keman arrived 

Night Yaidmaster Zeller stated that the yaidmaster alone is 
autliouzed to arrange foi detoms, and he had no knowledge of any 
othei peison at Wolf Lake Yard Office having made anangements 
foi such movements He stated that m the absence of the yaid­
mastei it would be liecessaiy to wait until he could be communicated 
viith befoie making an angements foi a movement of that character 
The necessity for detoui mg tiains aiose aftei he had gone home and 
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he liacl no knowledge leLitive to arrangements made foi these 
detouis 

Geneial Yardmaster McNeills, located at Ninetieth Street, stated 
that he had never leceived any instructions as to the manner of 
handling detoured tiams, but believed that he was authorized to 
make arrangement foi such movements He stated that no one other 
than the yaidmastei was authorized to anange foi a detom, and m 
the absence of the yardmaster it would be necessaiy for the clerk to 
find him 

Terminal Trainmastei Huggins said that so far as he knew no 
special mstiuctions regarding the method of detom mg trains within 
yaid limits pieferred to in iule 93 had been issued, but it had been a 
piactice of long standing for the local yardmastei m chaige of the 
terntory in which such operations weie made to arrange detours of 
trains, and that in practice this was done at the lequest of the dis­
patcher Yardmasters had no authority to delegate this duty to 
clerks 0 1 othei employees, but he was aware yardmasteis frequently 
were assisted by cleiks in making the necessary airangements, the 
yardmasteis assuming all responsibility foi the detour He stated 
that necessary instructions aie issued over the telephone by the yard-
master, and it is not the practice to issue written mstiuctions to the 
crews of the trains being detouied as required by iule 93 He had 
never had any occasion to instruct yaidmasters under his jurisdiction 
oi question them m regaid to detourmg trams withm this temtory 
In the absence of the yardmaster at Wolf Lake Yaid Office the 
assistant general yardmaster at South Chicago at night, oi the general 
yaidmastei at South Chicago in daytime, would be lequned to make 
airangements foi detourmg trains in this territory 

This accident was caused by Dispatcher Hontz dnectmg that a 
tiain be diveited to anothei tiack and opeiated against the cunent of 
tiaffic without ascertaining positively or taking measures to insure 
that opposing trains weie being held to protect this movement, and 
by Yard Clerk Berg permitting opposing tiams to proceed without 
first ascertaining definitely that other trains were not being diverted 
and operated against the current of tiaffic 

While Dispatcher Hontz's error resulted fiom his endeavoi to 
facilitate the movement of trains Nos 15 and 61, he was not justified 
m basing any action affecting the movement of trams upon the state­
ments made to him by Opeiatoi Gaiter T\hich did not specify any 
tiains by number In view of the fact that undei rule 93 it was 
the practice foi the yardmaster to dnect and make necessary airange­
ments for detouimg tiains m this temtory, with which piactice the 
dispatcher was thoroughly familial, Dispatcher Hontz should not 
have issued any mstiuctions to tiams Nos 15 and 61 except upon le-
quest of the yaidmastei and upon leeeipt of a message signed by him 
specifying the mcasuies taken to insuie piotection foi the movement 
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Yaid Clerk Beig assumed the authonty of the yaidmastei, his 
super 1 0 1 , who was absent fiom Wolf Lake Yaid Office, and took it 
upon himself to make anangements foi detouimg trains Nos 51 and 
15 without mstiuctions, notwithstanding t h a t he soon learned Yaid­
mastei J i a n n at Ninetieth Stieet was also engaged m making ai-
langements to the same end The investigation developed that Yard 
Cleik Berg had peifoimed similar duties upon previous occasions 
with the knowledge of and without criticism by the yardmastei m 
charge of Wolf Lake Yard Office Yaid Cleik Berg wras at fault in 
this case for the leason that after the pas&age of tiain No 15 he 
permitted the eastbound tiam being held at Rock Island Junction 
to pioceed without hist asceitammg positively that othei trams weie 
not being diveited and opeiated on track 2 against the cuirent of 
tiaffic Had h e taken the precaution to communicate with the dis-
pateller or the opeiatoi at Whiting befoie releasing the tiam at Rock 
Island Junction the accident could have been aveited 

Opeiator Cartel, at Wolf Lake Yard Office, was at fault foi 
giving the dispatcher information legardmg anangements which 
had been made to protect trains being opeiated against the cunent of 
tiafhc, concerning which anangements he himself had veiy incom­
plete knowledge, obtained by overheanng Yaid Cleik Beig's poition 
of a conversation over the telephone, also for his failure to make a 
transfer as lequned by the niles oi mfoim the opeiatoi lelieving 
him of the anangements which had been made foi diverting tiams 
Nos 15 and 61 to tiack 2 He was the only employee at Wolf Lake 
Yaid Office who was awTare of these anangements, and had he con­
veyed this mfounation to the relieving opeiatoi oi to Yaid Clerk 
Berg it is piobablc that the accident would have been averted 

Night Yardmastei teller was at fault for going off duty before 
the day yardmastei arrived, leaving Wolf Lake Yard Office without 
anyone m authonty foi neaily an hour Had he remained on duty he 
would have been in position himself to make necessaiy anangements 
for detourmg trams m this instance, and the misundeistanding which 
led to this accident might not have occurred 
T)ay Yardmastei Kernan is also subject to cnticism foi the reason 

that he was awaie his cleik had on previous occasions made arrange­
ments foi detouimg tiams without consulting him and without hav­
ing any instructions m the matter 

Assistant General Yardmastei Mann is also subject to cnticism 
for the reason that w m e n called upon to make anangements for de­
touimg trains in this instance he did not assume full charge in the 
matter, a n d when he learned that anangements weie also being made 
from Wolf Lake Yard Office he did not asceitain definitely who was 
making such anangements and that there was no yardmastei on 
duty at that point He apparently left anangements to be com-
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pleted bv "Wolf Lake Yaicl Ofhco without asceitaming i\ho was on 
duty at that point, as notwithstanding the fact that he had ananged 
to hold eastbound tiams at Rock Island Junction, he did not lele.ise 
those tiams befoie gomg oft duty when he had been mfoimed the 
westbound mam tiack was cleai 

The paiagiaph of ude 93 of the Baltimoie & Ohio Railroad, pie-
i lously quoted, which Ielates to movements ol this chaiactei, con­
templates that special mstiuctioiife lelatne to detouis shall be issued 
co\enng each location and requnes that "untten instructions fiom 
the employee authonzed by such special mstiuctions to anange de-
touis ill be issued to engines oi tiams being detomed The mies-
tigation disclosed that no such special mstiuctions ln'd been issued 
by the Baltimoie & Ohio Railioad, and the method of handling de­
toms followed in this case iias m accoidance with a piactice which 
had giown up m semce and which was of long standing In addi­
tion to the unwananted assumption of authonty by Yaid Cleik 
Beig and the enoi on the pait of the dispatchei in issuing an oidei 
directing the movement of a tiam ovei a tiack which n,ib dnectly 
undei the imisdiction ol the yaidmastei, the fact that the night 
foices weie being lelie^ed by day employees just at this time, oideis 
lelative to detoui movements weie being issued fiom thiec cliffeient 
points, and the lack of piopei tiansfeis and undeistandmg between 
men who weie going off duty and tho employees lebevmg them, con-
tnbuted to this accident The investigation disclosed extiemely lax 
opeiatmg piactices which lendeied this accident possible and which 
piopei supemsion should have disclosed Notwithstanding these 
piactices, had piopei piccaution been excicised m the an angements 
foi detouimg tiam No 61 se\eial of the employees i m o h e d weie in 
position to have detected the enor m time to \ \ a \ e pie\ented the 
accident 

Dispatchei Hont/i entcied the sei\ ice of the Baltimoie & Ohio Rail­
ioad as an opeiatoi m 1907 and was promoted to extia tiam dis­
patchei m 1911 He had seived in that capacity foi appio\imately 
3 yeais Ya id Cleik Beig entered the seivice of the Baltimoie & 
Ohio Railioad as a messengci in 1906, and had seived as vaid cleik 
and utility cleik since 1908, having been located at Wolf Lake Yaid 
Office since 1913 Opeiatoi Caitei was employed on Maich 18,1920, 
haimg had about 25 j'eais' evpenence as a telegiaph opeiatoi 
Yaidmastcis Zellei, Keinnn, and 11 ami weie men of long expeuenee 
and n cie thoioughly faimhai w ith opeiatmg practices m the locality 
wheie this accident occiuied None of the employees mvohed n i s 
on duty contiaiy to the pio^isions of the houis of sen ice law 

Respectfulh submitted 
W P BOHIAXD 

C'Jnef, Bv/ieau of Safely 
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