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I N T E R S T A T E C O E R C E COHklSSION 
R E P O R T OF T H E D I R E C T O R OF T H E BUREAU O F S A F E T Y I N R E 

I N V E S T I G A T I O N O F AN A C C I U E N T I V H I C H O C C U R R E D ON T H E 
B A L T I M O R E & O K I O R A I L R O A D A T R O C K V I L L E , I £ D . , ON 
OCTOBER 23, 1929. 

February 15, 19 30. 
To tne Commission 

On October 23, 1929, there i?s a collision 
between a light engine and a pasolmo no tor car on 
the Baltimore & Onio Railroad at Rockville, kd. , 
which resulted m the death of four e rployees and 
tne injury of three employees. 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on the metropolitan 

Sub-Division of the Baltinore Division, extending 
between Washington, D. C , and Point of Rocks, fid., 
a distance of 42.2 miles, m the vicinity of the 
point of accident this is a double-track line ever 
whicn trains are operated by time-table, train orders, 
and an automatic block-signal system. A section tool-
house is located on the north side nf the m a m cracks 
and approximately 600 feet west of the station at 
Rockville, che accident occurring; on the westbound 
main track at a point about 150 feet east of the tool-
house. Approaching this point fron the west, against 
the current of traffic, there is a 1° 32' curve to the 
left 600 feet m length, from which noint the track is 
tangent to the point of accident, a distance of aoout 
475 feet, and for some distance beyond that point. The 
grade at the point of accident is 0.3 per cent descen­
ding for eastbound trams. 

The weather was clear at the cine of the 
accident, which occurred at about 3.30 a.m. 

Descz ipnon 
Eastbound light engine 4485, headed west and 

backing up against the current of traific, was m charge 
of Enpmeian Spurrier and Fire nan Hoffmaster. The crew 
received instructions at Gaithersburg, 5.1 miles ^est 
of Rockville, to proceed to Garrett Park, 4.1 mles 
east of Rockville, with authority to use the westbound 
m a m track m making this novement, for the purpose of 
assisting westbound freight tram extra 4490, vhich had 
a disabled engine. Engine 4485 left Gaithersburg at 
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3.15 a.m., ana was g>*jcToaching the station at Rockville 
'vnen it collided nth tne W G O T car while tiaveling at 
a speed estimated to have been between 15 and 20 miles 
per hour. 

The "otor car involved was a standard section 
notor oar and was m charge of Section Foreman 7. H. 
Coleman, The section crew had been called at about 
3 a.m., to orocped eastward to the Georgetown Branch. 
Upon arrival at tne tooihouse, Section Foreman Coleman 
mstructeo nis cre.v to place the motor car on the 
Testbcund track, and after tnis had been none the crew 
started shoving it eastvrard out had only moved a aboit 
diseance when ix was struct by engine 4435. 

The motor car was demolished and m e debris 
carried ahead of tne tender for a distance of 500 feet 
before thp engine came to a stop, the engine was not 
derailed or damaged. All of the employees killed and 
injured were merriDers of the section crew. 

Summary of evidence. 
Section Fore nan Cole nan stated t h a t at about 

3 a.m. he was cdlled by a section lanorer and infolded 
that a car of sand had been damped at Georgetown and 
that ne 'vas to proceed to that nomt with the section 
crew. When ho arrived at the tool-louse he found other 
members of the crew there, a icons' them oemg Tecuion 
Fore nan Selby, and he tnough't the latter had o'"•tamed 
a line-up as to trains on the westbound track. Section 
Foreman Cole nan instructed tne men to place the cai on 
the westbound track, it being his intention to use that 
track as far as a highway crossing, located anoro.vimatel; 
200 feet east of the station, where he would get per­
mission to operate over the eastbouna track by using 
the telephone m the watchman's shanty. A f t e r the car 
was placed on the track, two of his men started pushing 
it, without the motor running, but it was ncved only 
a distance of about four rail-lengths when it was 
struck by the light engine. He said that he heard 
an engine aporoaching from the west n u t thoumht it 
was tram No. 12 on che eastbound track and conse­
quently aid not look back to see if there was any 
danger, one of his laborers, who was killed m the 
accident, auuarently was of tne same opinion, as tais 
laborer had been instructed to start the motor out 
replied that he could not do so until the tram passed. 
Section Foreman Coleman further stated that m adcition 
to a headlight, there were four lighted white lanterns 
cn the motor car, but he did not know if there were 
any red lanterns. He also said that he hac recently 
been exanmed on the opeiatmg rules and undei stood 
them, but aid not arrange for flag protection covering 
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the iiovenent on the westbouna tracic for the reason 
that Section Foreaan Sslby had arrived at the toolhouse 
ahead of him and he was of the impression tna c that 
foreman had received tne proper authority to make 
the movement. 

Section Laborer R. L. Coleman stated that 
he accompanied Section Foreman Coleman to the toolhouse 
ana about five minutes after their arrival he assisted 
in puttm- the motor car on the track and the car was 
started eastward with three or four men pushing it, 
anc after the car had been moved a distance of about 
30 yards, he and another laborer boarded, it on the 
north side, Foreman Coleman was also riamg on the 
same side of the car, these being the only employees 
riding on the car at the time of the accident. Laborer 
Coleman did not see or hear the light engine accroach­
ing and was not aware of any danger until the collision 
occurred. There were some lanterns on the car, out 
he dia not think any of them were burning, and while 
there was one lighted electric lignt on the car, he 
did not know m which direction the rays were shining. 
After the accicent, he no need a light on the rear of 
the engine tender. 

Section Laborer Poole stated that when he 
arrived at the toolhouse, tne motor car was on the 
westbound track and that he boarded it while it was 
being shoved forward by otner employees. He did net 
see the engine approaching, neither did he hear anyone 
mention it. He sain the only lignt on The car was an 
electric hand lantern equipped with a reflector, but 
did not know in which direction it was shining. 

Section Laborer Smth. stated that while there 
were some lanterns on the car, he aid not mow whether 
they were ournmg. After the car was out on the track, 
he returned to che toolhcuse to get two inspectors' 
lanterns and. was still m the toolhouse when the engine 
passed it. He d m not hear The engine whistle sounded 
nor the bell ringing, and his first knowledge that an 
accident nad occurred was when he came cut of the 
toolhouse. 

Section Laborer 'Varfield stated that he ap­
proached the toolhouse from the south, and when about 
300 feet from it he noticed an engine approaching from 
the west with two white lirhts on the Tender out did net 
know on which track it was moving. He heard the engine 
whistle sounded when this engine was about 700 feet west 
of the toolhouse, but did not hear tne bell ringing. He 
dia not witness the accidenT as it eccurred before he 
reached the toolhcuse. 
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Supervisor Selby stated that at about 2 a.ai. , 
he was called oy telephone ana requested to send sone 
men to the Georgetown Branch to unload a car of sand, 
cue 1,0 the car navmg become disabled. Accompanied by 
Section Fore nan Belby, a son who lived with him and 
was one of those killed in the accident, they proceeded 
to Rockville by automobile and then started calling 
the section men. After some of the men had been called, 
Foreman 3elby stated uhat he would go to m e tool-
house ana rerove the tools fron the motor car. Super­
visor Selby went to call another lacorer and hau just 
returned to the vicinity of the station when he heard 
the crash caused by the accident. Shortly aftei^aids 
he saw some lanterns lying around, but they were act 
lighted and did not have che appearance of having oeen 
lighted pnor to the accident. It also apoeared from 
the supervisor's stacedents that he did not get a 
line-up of crams aovmg on tho nam line, as he never 
assumes the responsibility of getting orders for fore­
men to onorate lotor cars, ana also because of the 
fact that by domrr GO it would create an unsafe practice 
and tight lead forenen to believe, uoon seeing hii 
around a teleohone booth or telegraph office, that it 
was all rimt for them to put their motor cax^ on the 
track, act m a on the assumption tnat he would get the 
orders. Supervisor Selby further stated that he checks 
his foremen regularly on the rales, ana discusses chem at 
meetings, and that he had recently conducteo a written 
examination covering the operation ana protection of 
motor cars m vHich Foremen Coleman ana Selby partici­
pated and at that time both of them fully understood the 
rules. 

In;meman Spurrier, of engine 448?, stated 
that after assisting an eastoounc tram as far as 
Gait^ersburg, he received instructions to turn his 
engine, and run it backwards on the westbound track 
to Garrett Park, east of Prckville, to help v.ostbcund 
extra 4490, which was at tnat tout with a disabled 
engine. He communicated by telephone with tne con­
ductor of that tram and O T O ^ T I ' O 'mns wei e "ade for 
the conductor to hold axi ™ "too 'iiu trains at Garrett 
Park until his engine arrived, He said tne headlight 
on the tender was burning a f i the engine bell was 
ringing continuously, ano v̂ nnn the engine reached 
the whistle board, about 1,400 feet west of the 
highway crossing at Rockville, he sounded the regu­
lar crossing whistle signal. He was looking east­
ward approaching the pomt of accident, but did not 
see the motor car, or a light of any description m 
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the vicinity of the toolhouse. He felt no jar "Uien 
the engine collided ck the Ptcr car and nis first 
intimation thot -jn accident had occurrea was when 
Brakenan Stewart, who was ridm on tne foreman's 
side of the cao, mforned him that something had been 
struck, he i imeaiately aoolxec tne branes m emergency, 
having just released th^n after reducm r speed to 1 5 
or 1 8 miles per hour for the highway crossing, and 
brought the engine to a ston within a distance of about 
50 or 50 yards. He tnen got off the engine and dis­
covered what had occurred, ant at this time he noticed 
that the tender headlight was burning, m addition to 
a small flashlight on the rear of the tender, which was 
also ourning. He sain the rear headlipht is located 
on tne top of tn J tenuer ano that its reflection ooes 
not shine on the track for some distance ahead oi the 
engine. It also appeared fr^m Ingmeman Spurrier's 
state 'encs that ne did not follow up the crossing 
signal vath several snort blasts on the whistle, as 
required wnen ru.minr against the current of trail IC, 
because his attention was attracted by Brakeman Stewart 
Defore he had had an opportunity co do so. 

Fire ion Hoff"laster stated that the rear 
headlight was earning and the engine bell was ringing 
at all times between Gaithersburg and the point of 
accident, and the engine whistle was sounded while 
rounding the curve west of the station at Rockville. 
He was riding on his seat'oox lockm™ ahead but saw 
no lights m the vicinity of the toolhouse ana aid 
not know that his engine had encountered anytnng 
until he observed an object fall away from the rear 
of the tender. He estimated the speed of the engine 
at the time of the accident at oetween 1 5 and 1 8 ̂ iles 
per hour. Fire nan Hoffmaster said the headlight on tne 
tender was a standard portaole headlight ana was 
burning brightly, but its rays were reflected nearly 
parallel with the ground and did not shine on the 
track for a consideraole distance ahead of the engine. 

The statenents of Brakeman Stewart corrob­
orated those of Engineman Spurrier and Fireman Hcff-
master as to the rear headlirht burning properly ana 
the crossing whistle signal bem? sounded when approach­
ing the point of accident, but he was not certain as to 
whether the engine bell was ringing. He was also look­
ing towards the east but noticed no oostruction on the 
track, his first knowledge of anything r̂rong being when 
he noticed something fall away from the rear of the 
tender; he called this to the attention of the snonenan 
and the latter applied the brakes. 
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Operacor Kill, cn duty at US Tower, 8 miles 

west of Gaithersturg, stated that the engmeman of 
extra 4490 called him by telephone from Garrett Park 
and advised that his engine was disabled and it would 
be necessary to get another engine to handle the tram. 
Operator Hill then communicated with the dispatcher 
and was instructed to authorize the crew of engine 4485 
upon their arrival at Gaithersburg, to proceed to Gar­
rett Park over the westbound m a m track to assisi extra 
4490. 'JVhile arrangements were being made for the move 
ment, he heard The conductor of that tram inform 
the engmeman of engine 4485 that he would protect the 
westbound track until the light engine arrived at 
Garrett Park. Operator Hill dio nou receive a lequest 
from anyone to operate a motor car from Rockville. 

Conclusions 
This accident was caused by the operation of 

? motor on the iam track without propel authority or 
protection, for which Section Foreman T,V. H. Coleman 
is responsible. 

Rule 89-A, of the "Instructions Governing 
the Maintenance of 'Tay Department," provides m part 
that "Cars must not be used at nimt *** except by 
pernission of the superintendent, or if unable to 
communicate with the superintendent, except by proper 
flag protection.,f Section Foreman Coleman admitted 
that he was familiar with the rule but failed to obtain 
authority to operate the car on The westbound track, 
due, he said, to the fact that Section Foreman Selby, 
who was m charge of another section, had arrived at 
the toolhouse before he did, and he assumed That 
Foreman S elby had obtained a line-up of westbound 
trains, although Foreman Coleman apparently did not 
inquire for the purpose of finding out whether this 
had been done. 

The rules also provide that when carrying 
two or more men, one must face the front and another 
face the rear, That a constant lockout must be main­
tained fcr trains moving against the current of Traffic 
and that cars must carry a wmte light in front and a 
red light on the rear when being operated at nirht. 
The evidence indicated that the first two of these 
provisions were practically ignored, while I ; is con­
flicting as to how many lights viere on the motor car 
at the time of the accident. Foreman Coleman stated 
that there were four lighted white lanterns on the car 



-7-

ln addition to an electric lanteri be m a used as a 
headli'ht, out some of the surviving laoorers were of 
the c Q i m o n that the only li-dac burn me - was the electric 
lantern, wnile che members of the crew of engine 4485 
observed no lights and did not know the track was ob­
structed until after their engine han collided with 
th° motoi car. There was nothing to indicate that a 
red light was displayed at any tine. The provisions 
of the rules mentioned above were adequate for the 
occasion and if they had been observed, this accident 
would not have occurred. 

The employees involved were experienced men, 
and at the time of the accident none of them had been 
on duty m violation of any of the provisions of the 
hours of service laxv. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


