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INTERSTATE COIIIERCE COMLIISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRZICTOR OF THE BUREaU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF aN CCILENT WAICH OCCURRED ON THE
RALTIMORE & OHIO RaIDROAD AT ROCKVILLE, 4D., ON
OCTIBER 33, 1929.

February 15, 1230,
To tne Commission

On October 23, 1823, there -ves a collision
between a light engine and a gasolinz aotor car on
the Baltimore & Cnio Reilroad at Reocxville, L.,
which resulted in the ceath of four eipleyees and

tne injury of three enployees,
Location and wmethod of onrneration

This accident cccurred on the ietrovwclitan
Sub-Divigion of ihe Baltiacre Division, extending
between Washington, D, C , and Point of Rocks, .d.,

a distance of 42.2 wiles, 1n the vicinity of the

point of acecident thais 1s a double-trackz line cver
whicn trains are operated by time-table, train orders,
and an automatic bplock-signal systen, A section tool-
house 18 located on the north side of the again cracks
and approximately 600 feet west of the station at
Rockville, che accident cccurring on the westbounad
malin track at a peint about 150 feet east ¢ The tocl-
house, Apnroaching this point fren the west, against
the cuarrent of traffic, there 1s a 1° 33! curve to the
left 800 feet in length, from which noint the track 1s
tangent to the point of accident, a distance of avcut
475 feet, and for some distance beyona that point, The
grade at the point of accident 1s 0,3 per cent descen-
ding for eastboound trains.

The weather was clear at the cine of the
accident, which cccurred at about 3,30 a.m,

Desciipiion

Tastbound liht engine 4480, headed west and
Packing up against the current of traific, was 1n charge
of Enpineitan Spurrier and Fireaan Hofinmaster, The crew
recerved rangtructicns at Gairthersburg, 5.1 .1les west
of Rockvilie, to proceed to Garrett Pork, 4.1 is1les
east of Rockvilie, with authcrity %o use the westbound
maln track in making this novement, for the wurpose of
asslsting westbound freight train extra 4480, shich had
a disatled engine, Engine 44835 left Gairthersvhurg at
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Z.15 a.m,, anu was ewoyeachin~ the station at Rockville
winen 1% ccliiraed 7ith trae sotor car wolile traveiing at

a speed estiaiated o have been between 15 and 20 niles

per hour.

The notor car invelved was a standard section
1ctor car aad was 1n charge of Section Ferewan V. H.
Coleman, The seciion crew haod hesn callen av about
4 a,m,, to oroceed eastward toc the Georzetown 3ranch.
Unon arrival al tae toollouss, Sectlon Foreman Coleman
instructec ais crews to Llace the motor car on the
veatbcound track, and after tais had oceen aone the crew
startea shoviar 1t eastward oul had only acved a short
dlsgcance when 1T was Btrucs Dy engine 4435,

The motor car was demnolished and he debris
carried ahead of tne tender for a distance of 500 feet
before the engine cawe to e steop, the engine was act
derailea or danaged. 411 of the employees killed and
mjureda were mempsrs of the sschtion crew,

Summary of evidence,

Section Forenan Colenan stated that at about
3 a.m, e was called by a secticn lacrcrer and 1iaior fed
that a car of sand nhad veen daaped av Georgelown and
that ne was to nrocecd to thal point waith the sceliion
CTEW, When re arrived at the toolacuse he founc other
rebers of the crew there, asong them oeing 3ecelnn
Feretan Sclby, and he tnought the latter had onte ned
a line-up as to trains on the westbound track. Section
Foreman Culesan instructed tne men to place the car on
the westbound track, 1t beinz 11s 1ntention to use that
track as far as a highway crossing, lcocated anoroxinately
400 feet east of the station, vhere he would get ver—
misslon to cperate over the eastbouna track by using
the telenhone 1n the watchman's shanty. alter the car
was placed on the track, twe of his men started pushing
1%, without the moteor running, but 13 was ricved only
a distance ol about feur rail-lengths when 1t was
struck by the lisht engine, He said that he heard
an engine aporcaching from the west nut theoucht 1t
was train Fo. 12 on che eastbound track and conse-
giently ai1d not Jook back 1o see 1f there wag any
danger, one of his laborers, who was killed in the
accident, aowarently was of tne gawe copinlion, as t.ois
laborer had been instructed to start the motor out
replied that he could not éc so until the train ssssed.
Section Foreman Coleman further stated that in adciticn
tc a headlight, there were four lighted white lanserns
cn the motor car, »i1t he dic not xnow 1f there we:ze
any red lanterns, He 2lso said that he hac recently
bDeen exaained on the operatiny rules and anderelooad
them, but aid ant arrange for flag protection covering
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the movenent on the westbounc track for the reason

that Secticn Forenan S:21by had arrived at the toolhouse
ahead of hiw and he was of the 1wmpiession inac that
foreman had received tae proner autaority to aaike

the movement,

Section Laborer R. L. Coleman stated that
he accompanied Section Foreman Coleman to the toolhcouse
ana about five wminutes after their errival he assigsted
1n puttin~ the 'ioter car on the track and the car wmas
started eastward with three or four men pushinz 13,
anc after the aqar had been 7noved a cistance of avout
30 yards, he and another laborer boardec 1t on the
Jorth side, Foreman Coleman was also Trialng on che
saxae side of the car, these being the only employees
riding on the car at the time of the accident, Labcrer
Coleman aid not see or hear the light engine avnoroach-
1ng and was not aware of any danger until the collision
occurred, There were some lanterns on the car, out
he dia neov think any of them were buraing, and while
there was one lishted electric ligat on the car, he
d1d not now in wolch direction the rays were shining.
After the accicent, he novicec a licht on the rear of
the engine tender,

Section Laborer Poole stated thal whon he
arrived at the toclhouse, tne motor car waS on the
westbound track anc that he beoarded 1t while 1t was
being shoved forward by otaer eapleyees, He did act
see the engine apnroaching, neither aid he hear aayone
mention 1%, He saia the only lignt on the car was an
glectric hand lantern equipped with a reflector, out
did not know 1n which direction 1t was shining,

Section Laborer S11i1th stated that while thsre
were some lanterns on the car, he cia not <now vhether
they were ourning, sfter the car was nut on the track,
he returned to che tecolhcuse To get twe inspectors!
lanterns and was gt1l1ll 1n the toclhous= when the en~ine
passed 1%, He dia not hear the engine whistle sounded
nor the bell ringing, and his first knowledge that an
accident nad occurred was when he cawe cut of the
toolhouse,

Section Laborer Warfield state: that he ap-
proached the toolhcuse Trom the south, and when zbout
300 feet from 1t he noticed an eagine approaching from
the west with two white lishts on the tender out di1d not
“new on which track i1t was moving. He heard the engine
whistle sounded when 1his engine was about 700 feet west
of the toolhouse, but did noct hear tae vell riasing. He
d1d not witness the accident as 1t eccurred vefore he
reached the tooclhouse,
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Supervisor Selby stated that at about 2 a.a.,
he was called oy telephone ana requested To send sode
men to the Georgetown Branch to unlcac & car of sand,
cue to the car navinz become digabled, Accouranied by
Secticn Foreaan 3Selby, a son wao lived with nin and
was one of thoese klllea in the accident, they prcceeded
to Rockville by aufomobile and then sterted calling
the section men, After scme of the men had been called,
Foreman 3elby stated vbat he would go to the teool-
house anr. rerove the tools from the nwetor car. Super -
vigsor Selby went to call another lacorer anc¢ haw Just
returned to the vicinity of the station when he heard
the crash caused by the accident, Shortly aftei~airds
he saw some lanterns lying around, bout they were act
lighted and 414 aot have cthe appearance ol haviag neen
lighted prior Lo the accicent, It also apocarca from
the supervisor's staceunenis that he aid aot get a
line-up of c¢rains aoving on the mnmain line, &s he naver
asgumes the responsibility of getting orders for fore-
men to overave 1wior cars, ana also because of the
fact that by doines so 1t would create an unsafe nractice
and wmight lead forenen to believe, unon secingz hi11
arcund a teleonhone bhooth or telegraph office, that 1t
wags 211 richt for them to put their wctor cars on tae
track, actin~ on the assunption that he would get the
ocrders, Superviser Selby further stated that he checks
hie foremen regularly on the rules, and diecusses chem at
meetings, ana that he had recently conducteo a written
exarinaiion covering the operation ana protection of
Motor cars in wvhich Forermen Ceoleman ana Selby partici-
pated and at that time both of them fully understocd the
rules.,

Zn’ ineman Spurrier, of eagine 4485, stated
that after assisting an eastoounc train as far as
Gaitrersburg, he receivec 1nstructions to turn bis
engine, and run 1t dackwerds on the westhound lrack
to Garrett Park, cast of Fcekxzville, to help westbeund
extra 4420, vhich was at tznat wotat with a disabled
engine. He communicazel by teln . hone r1th tne con-
ductor of that train and gr-an o enuws wele ade for
the conductor to hola cws » o%0c na traing at Garrett
Park until his engine arrived, He sai1d tne headlight
on the tender was buraing .. the ernpine bell was
ringing continuously, ano v.21 the engine reached
the whistle board, about 1,400 feet west of the
highway crossin~ at Rockville, h2 sounded ths regu-—
lar crossing whistle siznal. He was lookin:, east-—
ward approaching the pownt of accident, but dida not

see the motor car, or a lizht of any QJMCTlpflOH in
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the vicinity of thé tcolhouse. r'e Telt no jar ™aén
the eanine ccllided +1sh to= otcr car wnd 218 Tirs’t
intiuwaticn thot an accident had occurrew was when
Brakeaan Stewzrt, who was T1d1n on taz forceman's

si1de of the cab, inforaed 1t.a that somethir, had been
struck, he 1 wwealately sa12l1ed vne braxes 1n emergency,
havings Just released thean alter reducins speed to 15

or 18 miles per hour for the highway crossineg, anad
breu-hl the engine tc a stov 1thin a drstance of about
50 or 30 yards, He tnen zot off the =2ngine and dic-
coversd wiab hed sccurred, anc at this time he noticed
that the tender headlisht was burning, i1n addaition to

a small flashlight on the rear of the tender, which was
also opurning, He saic the rear headliprht 18 located
on the top of ta> tender ano that 1te reflection coes
nct shine on the track for some distance ahead oi the
enrine, It also apvearea from Ingineman Saurrier's
state 'encs that he cdid not follow up fthe crossing
s1gnal with several saort blasts on the whistle, an
required wnen ruaning against the current of tieilic,
because his atteavion was attitracted by Brakeman Stevert
cefore he had had an opportunity co do so.

irelan Hoffwacter stated that the rear
headlight was ouraing and the enzine bell was rinring
at all times between Gaithersburg and the point of
accident, aond the engine whistle was sounded wiile
rounding the curve west of the station at Rockville,
e was riding on h1is seathox lockin~ ahead but Saw
Ao li1i-hts 1n the vicinity of Tthe toolhouse ana aid
not know that his engine had encountered anytring
until he cobserved an codject fall away from the rear
of the tender, He esftiwated the speed of the encine
at the time of the accident at oetween 15 and 18 =iles
per hour, Fireanan Hofimaster said the headlizht on tne
tender was a standard porftazole headli~ht ana was
borniny bri~htly, but 1ts rays were reflected nearly
Pparallel with the ground and dxd aot shine on the
vrack for a consideraole distance ahead ¢f the engine,

Tme stateaents of Brakeman Stewart corrob-
crated these of Enpineman Spurrier and Fireman Hceff-
riaster ag to the rear headli~ht burnin,, prewerly ana
the crossin~ whistle si-nal bein~ sounded when aporocach-
ing the point of accident, but he was not certarin as to
wvhether the engine bell was ringing, He was also look-
1ag towards the east but noticed no costruction on the
track, his first snowledge of anything vrrong being when
he noticed something fall away from the rear of the
tender; he called this to the attention of the enzineman
and the latter applied the brakes,
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Operacor Hill, cn duty at DS Tower, 8 miles
weat of Gairthersturg, stated that the engineman of
extra 4490 celled him vy telephone from Garrett Park
and advised that his engine was disabled and 1t would
be necessary to get another enzine to handle the train,
Operater Hill then conmunicated with the dispatche:z
and was 1nstructea to authorize the crew of engine 4485,
upon their arrival at Gaithersburg, to proceed to Gar-
rett Park over the westbounc main track to assist extra
4490, While arrangements were being made Tor the .acve-
ment, he heard the conductor of that train inforn
the engineman of engine 4485 that he would protect the
westoound track until the light engine arrived at
Garrett Park. Operator Hill dic nov receive a iequest
from anyoene to operate a aoter car from Rockville.

Ceonclusgions

This accident was caused by the operation of
e "otor on the 1ain track without proper authority ot
protection, for which Section Foreman W, H, Coleman
1g Tresnonsivle,

Rule 89-A, of the "Instructions Goveiniag
the Maintenance of Way Departient,” provides in part
that "Cars must net be used at ni~ht *** except by
peraission of the superintendeat, or i1f unable to
comnminicate with the superintendent, except by preper
flag protection," Section Foreman Coleman admitted
that he was fatniliar with the rTule but fairled %o obtain
authority to operate the car on the westbound track,
cue, he gaida, to the fact that Secticn Foreman Selby,
who wag 1n charge of another secticn, had arrived at
the toolhouse before he did, and he assumed that
Foreman Selby had obteined a line-up of westbound
trains, although Fereman Coleman apparently c¢id not
1nguire Teor the purpese of finding out whether this
had been done.

The rules alsoc provide that when carrying
two or more men, one must face the front and another
Tace the rear, that a constant lockcocut must be main-
tained feor trains moving against the current of wraffic,
and that cars must carry a waite light i1an front and a
red light on the rear when oeins cperated at nirht,
The evidence 1ncicated that the first two of these
provisions were practically 13ncred, while 1: 1s con—
flicting as tn how many lights were on the metor car
at the time of the accident. Fereman Coleman stated
that there were four lighted white lanterns cn the car
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1n acdition tc an electric lanter1 being used as a
headli hti, 2ut some of ihe surviving laocorers were of
the cpinion that the only 1i1-:hdé burning was the electric
lantern, waile che members of the crew of ensine 448b5
observed no lights and did not %now the track was ob-—
structed until after their engine hoaa collided sr1th
the moto: car. There was nothinz to indicate that =
red 1i1rht was displayed at aay tine. The provisions
of the rules aentioned gbove were adeguate for the
cccasion and 1f they had been observed, this accident
would not have occurred.,

The emplecyees 1nvolved were experienced uen,
and at the time of the accident none of then had been

on auty in violation of any of the provisions of the
nours of gervice law.

Respectfully submitted,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



