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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION-

REPORT OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE I N V E S T I ­
GATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE BALTIMORE & 
OHIO RAILROAD NEAR PHILO, OHIO, ON APRIL 32 , 1922. 

May 19 , 1923. 

To the Commission-

On A p r i l 3 3 , 1923, t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t o f a p a s ­

s e n g e r t r a i n on t h e B a l t i m o r e & Ohio R a i l r o a d nea r P h i l o , 

O h i o , which r e s u l t e d i n the d e a t h o f 1 e m p l o y e e , and t h e 

i n j u r y o f 13 p a s s e n g e r s and 4 e m p l o y e e s . The i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

o f t h i s a c c i d e n t was c o n d u c t e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h r e p r e ­

s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s Commission o f O h i o . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

The s u b - d i v i s i o n on wh ich t h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d e x ­

t e n d s be tween Z a n e s v i l l e , O h i o , and P a r k e r s b u r g , W. V a . , a 

d i s t a n c e o f 88 .3 m i l e s , and i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e o v e r which 

t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e , t r a i n o r d e r s , and a manual 

b l o c k - s i g n a l s y s t e m . The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d at a h ighway 

C r o s s i n g a t about 2^ m i l e s f rom P h i l o . Approach ing t h i s 

p o i n t f r o m t h e w e s t t h e r e a r e 1,760 f e e t o f t a n g e n t , f o l ­

l o w e d by a c u r v e t o the r i g h t o f 3^-° wh ich i s 321 f e e t m 

l e n g t h , t h e p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t b e i n g on t h i s c u r v e about 

7 5 f e e t e a s t o f i t s w e s t e r n end. The g r a d e i s l e v e l a t t h e 

p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . The t r a c k i s l a i d w i t h 85-pound r a i l s , 

33 f e e t m l e n g t h , s i n g l e - s p i k e d t o an a v e r a g e o f 18 or 19 

oak t i e s t o the r a i l - l e n g t h , b a l l a s t e d w i t h c i n d e r s ; no t i e 

p l a t e s a r e u sed . The g e n e r a l ma in tenance as t o s u r f a c e , 
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gauge and e l e v a t i o n was f a i r - The c r o s s i n g p l a n k s a r e o f 

o a k , 3 j i n c h e s i n t i i c k n e s s , and about 13§- f e e t i n l e n g t h , 

t h o s e be tween t h e r a i l s b e i n g from 2 t o 2^ i n c h e s from the 

gauge s i d e o f the r a i l s . The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t t h e t i m e 

o f t h e a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t about 3 . 2 0 p .m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Eas tbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n No . 58 c o n s i s t e d o f 1 com­

b i n a t i o n m a i l and b a g g a g e c a r and 2 c o a c h e s , hau l ed b y en­

g i n e 889, and was m cha rge o f Conductor Reyno lds and En­

gmeman P r e s t o n . I t l e f t P h i l o a t 3 . 1 5 p . m . , 1 minute l a t e , 

and was d e r a i l e d a t the c r o s s i n g w h i l e t r a v e l i n g at a speed 

e s t i m a t e d t o have been about 35 m i l e s an hour . 

The e n t i r e t r a i n was d e r a i l e d t o t he l e f t , t h e e n g i n e 

coming t o r e s t on i t s l e f t s i d e about 200 f e e t beyond t h e 

p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t , a t t h e bo t tom o f a 3 0 - f o o t embankment. 

The t e n d e r was on t o p o f t h e e n g i n e , w i t h t h e combina t i on 

c a r r e s t i n g on t h e t e n d e r . The second c a r a l s o went down 

t h e embankment. The employee k i l l e d was t h e engineman. 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

When a p p r o a c h i n g t h e c r o s s i n g , Fi reman W a m w r i g h t 

had l o o k e d out o f t h e gangway f o r t h e purpose o f s e e i n g 

w h e t h e r t h e r e w e r e any v e h i c l e s on t h e c r o s s i n g and had 

t u r n e d t o work on the f i r e when the e n g i n e seemed t o s t r i k e 

some th ing and t hen jumped t h e t r a c k . He d i d n o t know wheth­

e r the engmeman a p p l i e d t h e a i r b r a k e s , and s a i d t h a t as 

f a r as he knew t h e engmeman had not n o t i c e d any o b s t r u c t i o n . 
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A f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t t h e f i r e m a n , c o n d u c t o r , brakeman 

and b a g g a g e m a s t e r examined the t r a c k and found t h a t a r o a d 

s c r a p e r had been a t work on t h e h ighway and t h a t a p p a r e n t l y 

i t had sc raped d i r t o v e r t h e c r o s s i n g - T h e i r s t a t e m e n t s v a ­

r i e d as t o d e t a i l s , but w e r e t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t t h e l e f t o r 

o u t s i d e r a i l had been c o v e r e d w i t h d i r t s e v e r a l i n c h e s m 

dep th f o r a d i s t a n c e of s e v e r a l f e e t , and t h a t t h e y c o u l d 

s e e where t h e l e f t e n g i n e - t r u c k w h e e l had p l o w e d t h rough t h e 

d i r t and then had mounted the r a i l , r unn ing a l o n g i t f o r a 

s h o r t d i s t a n c e b e f o r e d r o p p i n g o f f on t h e o u t s i d e . They d i d 

no t n o t i c e any s t o n e s mixed m w i t h t h e d i r t . Conductor 

R e y n o l d s a l s o s a i d tha t d i r t had been p a c k e d be tween t h e 

r a i l and c r o s s i n g p l a n k . Brakeman B r i t t e g a n s a i d t h a t on 

h i s way back t o f l a g he examined t h e t r a c k but d i d n o t f i n d 

any e v i d e n c e o f a n y t h i n g d r a g g i n g , or o f a n y t h i n g e l s e which 

migh t have caused the a c c i d e n t . 

T r a i n m a s t e r B a t c h e l d e r , who r e a c h e d the scene o f t h e 

a c c i d e n t about 3 hours a f t e r i t s o c c u r r e n c e , s a i d t h e e n g i n e -

t r u c k w h e e l s l e f t the r a i l about 3 f e e t wes t o f t h e e a s t e r n 

end o f t h e c r o s s i n g p l a n k s , w h i l e t h e r e was a mark on the 

l e f t r a i l i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e e n g i n e - t r u c k w h e e l had run 

a l o n g on t h e runn ing s u r f a c e o f t h e r a i l a d i s t a n c e o f about 

14 f e e t b e f o r e d r o p p i n g o f f on t h e o u t s i d e . He a l s o found 

d i r t on t o p o f t h e r a i l , and be tween t h e l e f t r a i l and t h e 

c r o s s i n g p l a n k . On e x a m i n i n g t h e e n g i n e t r u c k , i n company 

w i t h t h e r o a d foreman of e n g i n e s and t h e master mechan ic , he 

found marks on t h e f l a n g e s o f bo th l e a d i n g e n g i n e - t r u c k 
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w h e e l s w h i c h i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e y had encoun te red some hard 

s u b s t a n c e , and g a i d he t h o u g h t t h e marks w e r e such a s might 

h a v e been caused by s t o n e s on t h e r a i l s or be tween t h e r a i l s 

and t h e c r o s s i n g p l a n k s . 

M e s s r s . Merr iam and R i b b l e , who w e r e r e p a i r i n g t h e 

h ighway at t h i s p o i n t , had been o p e r a t i n g a s c r a p e r on the 

day o f t he a c c i d e n t , t h e fo rmer h a n d l i n g t h e t r a c t o r and t h e 

l a t t e r o p e r a t i n g t h e s c r a p e r . A c c o r d i n g t o Mr. R i b b l e , t h e r e 

w e r e s m a l l h o l e s m t h e s u r f a c e o f t h e r o a d on each s i d e o f 

the c r o s s i n g and m o rde r t o f i l l them i t had been n e c e s s a r y 

t o s c rape d i r t c l o s e t o t h e c r o s s i n g . They had p a s s e d o v e r 

t h e c r o s s i n g t w i c e p r i o r t o 1 p . m . , and w e r e p o s i t i v e t h a t 

t h e y had no t l e f t any d i r t on t h e r a i l s , as each o f them 

l o o k e d back at t h e t i m e , w h i l e kr. R i b b l e s a i d he r a i s e d t h e 

b l a d e o f t h e s c r a p e r on each o c c a s i o n m o r d e r t o c l e a r t h e 

r a i l s and c r o s s i n g p l a n k s . He though t i t p o s s i b l e a l i t t l e 

d i r t might have dropped a f t e r . the b l a d e had been r a i s e d and 

t h a t a u t o m o b i l e s p a s s i n g a f t e r w a r d s had packed i t down. Mr. 

Mer r iam a l s o s a i d t h a t when he went t o t h e scene o f t h e a c c i ­

dent a f t e r i t s o c c u r r e n c e he found 3 o r 3 i n c h e s o f d i r t on 

t h e c r o s s i n g . 

D i r t s c r a p e d t owards or on t h e l e f t r a i l wou ld have 

t o have been sc raped when t h e s c r a p e r was c r o s s i n g t h e t r a c k 

f rom l e f t t o r i g h t , which w o u l d h a v e been on i t s way wes tward 

t o w a r d s P h i l o . The l a s t t r i p of the s c r a p e r i n t h i s d i r e c ­

t i o n was made at about 11 a.m. Eastbound p a s s e n g e r t r a i n No. 

56 p a s s e d s h o r t l y a f t e r t h i s t ime w i t h o u t d i f f i c u l t y , and 



- 5 -

the most p r o b a b l e s u p p o s i t i o n i s t h a t d i r t had been s c r a p e d 

c l o s e t o t h e l e f t r a i l and a f t e r w a r d s packed down on i t , and 

b e t w e e n the r a i l s and t h e c r o s s i n g p l a n k , b y p a s s i n g teams 

and a u t o m o b i l e s . 

A m a i l c a r r i e r , t o g e t h e r w i t h a p a s s e n g e r , p a s s e d 

o v e r t h e c r o s s i n g about 10 minu tes b e f o r e t h e a c c i d e n t o c ­

c u r r e d and n e i t h e r o f them n o t i c e d any d i r t on t h e c r o s s i n g , 

bu t on account o f t h e sharp cu rves on e i t h e r s i d e o f t h e 

c r o s s i n g i t i s more than p r o b a b l e t h a t p e r s o n s p a s s i n g i n 

a u t o m o b i l e s w o u l d be p a y i n g c l o s e a t t e n t i o n t o where t h e y 

w e r e g o i n g and wou ld no t be l i k e l y t o n o t i c e w h e t h e r t h e r e 

was d i r t on t h e r a i l . 

C a r e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n o f the equipment f a i l e d t o d i s ­

c l o s e a n y t h i n g wh ich c o u l d h a v e c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e a c c i d e n t , 

and w h i l e measurements o f t h e gauge and e l e v a t i o n showed 

some i r r e g u l a r i t i e s , t h e y aTe n o t b e l i e v e d t o have been o f 

such a n a t u r e , or so l o c a t e d w i t h r e s p e c t t o the p o i n t o f 

a c c i d e n t , a s t o have c o n t r i b u t e d t o i t s o c c u r r e n c e . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was a p p a r e n t l y caused b y d i r t b e i n g 

s c r a p e d upon or c l o s e t o t h e c r o s s i n g b y a road s c r a p e r , b e ­

i n g a f t e r w a r d s p a c k e d down or f o r c e d o v e r the l e f t r a i l by 

p a s s i n g teams and a u t o m o b i l e s -

A H t h e e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men, and 

none o f them had been on d u t y m v i o l a t i o n of any o f the p r o ­

v i s i o n s o f t h e hou r s o f s e r v i c e law. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 
W. P . B o r l a n d , 

C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y . 


