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I¥ RE INVESTIGATL N 0@ Aw ACCISah. wHICH OGCURLLD
ON THE BALTINCRT & CHIO RAILSOAD HEAR
KOVA, OHIC, Ul APRIL 8, 1920.

June 12, 1920.

On April 8, 1920, there was & resr-eni collision be-
tween two freight ftraipes on the Beltimore & Chio Railrosd near
Nova, Ohio, which resulted in the death of 1 employee and the
injury of 1 employee. After investigution of this eocoident, the
Chief of the Buream of Safety reports ss follows:

This accldent occurred on the Hew Umastle Division; in
the territory within which this ecocident ocourred it is a double-
track line and traing are operated by time-teble, train orders,
and & menuzl block-signal systiem. Uncer the rules treins which
do not carry paesengers &re permitted to entsr sn occupisd blosck
under pormipsive signal, provided 5 mlnutes have elapaed since
the departure of the preceding trein, and alsc proviaed the pre-
oedling train does not carry pagsengerse. +when entering sn ooocu-
pled bleck in this menner trains are required to be operated
under control, prepared to stop short of sny obstruction.

The sccident ocourred sbout 2 miles east of lova, ap=-
proaching wnich point from the east the track is tangent for
more than 1 mile; the grade is slightly ascending. At the time
0f the mooident 1t was snowlng.

Weptbound freight train lo. 98, in charge of Conductor
Hessler and Enginemen Roenbsugh, and comsieting of engine 2865,

48 cars and o osboose, arrived at Sterling, Ohio, via the Cleve-

land Division, &t 3.26 &. m. The trsin deperted from Sterling
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over the New Castle Division as extrs 2865 at 4.056 8. m., and at
6.06 8. m. passed BR Tower, the lasst open telegreph office east
of the point of accldent and ebout 7 miles therefrom. At sbout
$.40 &, m., while running at & speed variocusly estimated at from
12 to 18 miles an hour, the rear end of this train was struok by
extre 4127.

Westbound fre.ght train extra 4127 was in charge of Con-
ductor Heiswonger and Engineman Toepfer, end consigted of engine
4127 and e caboose. I[has train pessed it Tower at 6.25 a. m.
under & permisgive signal indiecation, sud was ranning at & speed
variously estimeted as betweon 156 and 20 miles an hour when it
eolllided with extre 2865.

The resr truck of the caboose of exira 2865 was dersiled
and the csboose was telesgoped pearly its entire length by the
box car immedintely shesd of 1t, being practically destroyed.

The rear truck of the car ahead of the caboose wag alsc derailed,
while a box car about 10 car lengths from the rear of the trein
api another neur the center of the train were slightly damaged.
2he engine of extra 4127 was also dumaged to some extent. The em-
ployee killed wee the conductor of extra 286b.

Lxtrae 2866 had passed MK Tower under & clesr signal in-
dication. Agcording to Ilaspman HMetthews, the conductor, who was
fiding on the right side of the cupcls, was the first to notice
the approach of extrs 4127, end on looking toward it he sew 1t
was only about 5 car lengths dietent. The oollision occurred be-
fore he had time to get out of the cabooee.

LxtTe 4127 left MR Tower under a permissive indication,



) 3

-3-

and Engineman Toepfer said that after rounding the curve located
gbout 1-1/2 niles vast of the point of eccident he saw & dark ob-
Ject about 126 car lengths distent and supposed that it we &
train, although he did not see any red lights. He sased off on
the throttle; after {raveling a distaance estimated by him to
have been sbout 50 car lengths, however, he seid he fell aslesp,
and did not aweken umtil the colligion occurred.

<he stowezr with which thisg englne was equipped had besn
cgusis) trouble and spprosch... the point of acoldent the fireman
was working om it, Imowiny nothing of impencing dsnger until the
collision setuslly occurred. T.e fireman said that fnginemen
Yce pfer wes swake aad shat ol steam 8%t Sullivan, spproximately
2 miles easv of the poiut of asccident. The two brakemen of extra
4127, who were riding in the cupcla of the caboose, seid thet at
tine e it wag impossible to Bee shead on agcount of smoke and &now;
nelther L1y noi the coaductor h&d noticed the caboose of extre
28B6E.,

Bxemination of the stoker of engine 4127 ghowed that it
was in good condition and would worx if properly regulated.

Thiz acocident wes osused by Lnginemnan Toepfer of extrs
4127 falling asleep, and on that asoccount fulling properly to con-
trol his trycin vheu proosedins under & permissive signal. in an
ococupied bleeck.

Enginemen Toepfer had been 111 during the month of Feb-
ruary; he thou_ht he hal not been regeining his strength as rapid-

1y a8 he should, =nd thet probsbly he should not have been woirking,

but he Ffelt he could not afford to be i1dle. He went off duty at
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7.36 a. m. April 6, and had slept sbout 4 hours during the mid-
dle of the day end sbout 11 hours that night, arising at 7.30
8. m. April 7. He wes ewske durlng the dsy and at 9.30 p. m.
was oalled to go on duty &t 11.26 p. m., having been on duty

at the time of the sccident ebout 6 hours end 15 minutes. With
the exgeption of the firemen, who haed been off duty about 8
hoars, sll of the other members of the orew of extras 4127 had
besn on duty about 6 hours, efter having been off duty about

40 hours. The orew of extra 2866 had been on duty sbout 8-1/2
hours, after sbout 13 hourg off duty.

Engineman loepfer wes employed ss 8 firemen in 1889
and promoted to engionemen i1n 1903. His recoxd shows that on et
leust two previous oceasions he had been disclplined for not
operating his trein with proper cere in an oocupiesd bloek, on

oné 0f which & rear-end collision resulted.



