
830 

INTERSTATE SOLiKERCfi C O M U j J S S I O ^ I . 

REPORT 0? THE CHIEF CF THF BUREAU OU S.-FETY I I I RE INVESTIGA
TION OF AN ACCIDFUT THICK OCCURRED 03? THE BALTIMORE & OHIO 
RAILROAD AT NOBL^, I L L . , OF J A U U a P Y 3 1 , 1922-

Februa ry 18, 1922. 

To t h e Commission: 

On January 3 1 , 1922, t h e r e was a head-end c o l l i s i o n 
b e t w e e n a p a s s e n g e r t r a m and a f r e i g h t t r a m on the B a l t i m o r e 
& Ohio R a i l r o a d a t N o b l e , I I I . , which r e s u l t e d i n tne d e a t h o f 
2 e m p l o y e e s , ana the i n j u r y o f 3 p a s s e n g j r s , 2 e x p r e s s messen
g e r s and 4 e m p l o y e e s -

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f the S t . L o u i s 
D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n Washingzon, I n a - , and S t - L o u i s , M o - , 
and m t h e v i o i m t y o f tne p o i n t o l a c c i d e n t i s a s m g l e - t r a C K 
l i n e e v e r union t r a m s a re o p e r a t e d by - c i n e - t a b l e , t r a i n ordere 
and a manual o l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem- T h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t 
a p o i n t ao_.i t 3,700 f e e t e a s t o f t h e west p a s s m g - t r a c k s w i t c h , 
o r 3,3CG f e e t ^e s t o f the eaBt s w i t c h . A p p r o a c h i n g t h i s 
p o i n t f r o T . the west, the t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f o r a a i s t a n c e o f 
about; 7 ,300 f e e t on a s l i g h t l y a s c e n d i n g g r a d e ; a p p r o a e n m g 
fro-T. the e a s t the t r a c k i s t angen t u,r<d p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l f o r 
h a l f a m i l e c r more- The wea the r Aas c l e a r a t t h s t i m e o f 
the a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t about 10 ,13 p . m . 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

Westbound f r e i g h t t r a m e x t r a 2&0G c o n s i s t e d o f 23 
c a r s and a c a b o o s e , hau l ed by e n g i n e 2500, and was i n c h a i E g -

o f Conduc to r H o l l i s and Engmeman C n a t t m - At O l n e y , 7 .7 
m i l o s e a s t o f N o b l e ana t he l a s t open o f f i c e , t h e crew r e 
c e i v e d a copy o f t r a m o r d e r N o . 49 , p r o v i d i n g f o r a i reet 
w i t n b ra in ¥ Q . S3 a t I l o b l e , t r a m No- 63 t o t a^e s i d i n g -
E x t r a ^500 l e f t O l n e y , a c c o r d i n g t o ihe t r a m s h e e t , a t 9 . 5 1 
p . i r , and on i t s a r r i v a l a t Nob le « a s p r o c e e d i n g on the mam 
t r a c K - L c i a r d t ne w e s t p a s s m g - t r a c K r . v i t e h wnm i t c o l l i d e d 
v i t h t r a m F c 6 3 . 
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3 t i . s t b o u " d p a s s e n g e r t r a i n i>"o. 63 c o n s i s t e d o f 1 
e x p r e s s c a r , 1 c o m b i n a t i o n b a g g a g e and r i l k c a r , I smoking 
c a r and I coach , h a u l e d by eng ine 1^63, and >.,as i n cha rge o f 
Conduc tor Smith » i . a Engmeman S i - a l l e y . Tne f i r s t t ^o c a r s 
»vere o f « c o a e n c o n s t r u c t i o n , the t n i r d had a s t e e l u n a e r f r a m e , 
w m l e tn^ coach was c f a l l - s t e e l c o n s t r u c t i o n . A f t e r r e 
c e i v i n g a copy o f w a i n o r d e r No • 49 a t F l o r a , 14 .5 m i l e s west 
o f N o b l e , t r a m N e . 33 l e f t t h a t p c m t , a c c o r d i n g t o the t r a m 
s h e e t , a t 9 . 50 p . a . , on t i m e , ana a t Clay C i t y , 7 . 1 m i l e s west 
o f N o b l e , the o p e r a t o r d e l i v e r e d a copy o f a c l e a r a n c e c a r d , 
fo rm A , w i t h p a r t 3 f i l l e d in to c a l l a t t e n t i o n to t he meet 
w i t h e x t r a 3500 a t N o b l e , in ic r . a t t h a t nour o f tne n i g h t i s 
what i s kno »n as a c l o s e d b l o c k s i d i n g . T r a i n No . 62 l e f t 
C l a y C i t y , a c c o r d i n g t o t n e t r a m s h e e t , a t 10 .04 p*m. , 3 
minutes l a t e , pas sed tne west p a s s i n g - t r a c k s w i t c h where i t 
snou la nave taken s i d i n g i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h tne r e q u i r e m e n t s 
o f t r ^ t u o r d e r Ho. 4 9 , and c o l l i d e d w t n e x t r a 3500 w h i l e 
tr-ctveli . ig a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o have been about 40 m i l e s 
an hour . 

Betn e n g i n e s h e r e c o n s i d e r a b l y damaged and the e x 
p r e s s c a r was t e l e s c o p e d , w h i l e tne second c a r of the f r e i g h t 
t r a m was d e m o l i s h e d , s l i g n t dairage was s u s t a i n e d by s e v e r a l 
o t h e r c a r s . The employees K i l l e d were tne engmeman and 
f i r eman o f t r a m N o . 6 3 . 

Summary c f e v i d e n c e . 

The s t a t e m e n t s of Engmeman Ghat t i n , o f e x t r a 3500, 
were t o the e f f e c t t h a t he dim T i e d t ne n e a d l i g n t o f h i s e n g i n e 
when m t h e v i c i n i t y o f a read c r o s s i n g nea r the e a s t s w i t c h 
so tha t the engmeman o f the o p p o s i n g t r a m uould have no 
d i f f i c u l t y i n l o c a t i n g the west s w i t c h . When about a b l o c k 
west c f t h e s t a t i o n , o r a p p r o x i m a t e l y 300 f e e t f rom the p o i n t 
o f c o l l i s i o n , ne r e a l i s e d t h a t p o s s i b l y t r a m N o , 53 was on 
t h e r a m t i a c k , tu rned the h e a d l i g h t on f u l l y , ;just a f t e r which 
he inane an emergency a p p l i c a t i o n o f the a i r b r a k e s . He 
though t the speed c f h i s t r a i n a t t h i s t ime was aoout 15 m i l e s 
an hour , ana t na t i t nad not oeen r educed m a t e r i a l l y b e f o r e 
the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d . P i s s t a t e m e n t s were p r a c t i c a l l y 
c o r r o b o r a t e d by tnose o f Fireman Brananan, as w e l l as by t hose 
o f Head Brakeman P r i d e , who was a l s o r i a m g on tne e n g i n e . 

Baggageman S l o v e r , o f t r a m No. 63 , was s w e e p i n g the 
f l o o r of the baggage c a r when he n o t i c e d t h a t tne t r a m nad 
p a s s e d the west s w i t c h and was c o n t i n u i n g on the mam t r a c k 
a t a speed o f 40 o r 45 m i l e s an hour . Hav ing been t o l d by 
Flagman Cot tam, who was i n the b e g g a g e c a r , t h a t t h e i r t r a m 
was t o t a k e s i d i n g a t N o b l e f o r the purpose o f mee t ing the 
e x t r a , he t o l d tne f lagrran t n a t tne t r a m nad p a s s e d the 
s w i t c h . N e i t h e r he nor t n e f l agman knew whether o r no t one 
e n g i n e was u s i n g s t e a l : a t the t i J & , n e i t h e r d i d tney f e e l any 
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a p p l i c a t i o n of t h e a i r b r a k e s c r n o t i c e any m a t e r i a l r e d u c t i o n 
m e p e e a . Flagman Cot tam a l s o s a i d he h e a r d the engmeman 
sound two l o n g and one s h o r t b l a s t s on tne w h i s t l e fthen ap 
p r o a c h i n g N o b l e , a p p a r e n t l y m answer t o a m e e t i n g - p o i n t 
s i g n a l g i v e n oy tne c o n d u c t o r on t n e a i r w h i s t l e , and when 
t a e baggageman s a i d t n e t r a m had pas sed the wes t s w i t c h , he 
a t t e m p t e d t o r e a c h t n e emergency c o r d f o r the purpose o f a p 
p l y i n g t ne a i r b r a k e s , but the c o l l i s i o n o c c u r r e d b e f o r e he 
c o u l d ao s o . 

Conductor Smith s a i d Engmeman S m a l l e y read t r a m 
o r d e r N o . 49 a t F l o r a and commented on t h j f a c t t h a t t h e y were 
t o t ake s i d i n g f o r e x t r a 2500, and s a i d t h a t the f i r e m a n s t o p 
p e d what he was d o i n g and a p p a r e n t l y l i s t e n e d t o t h e r e a d i n g 
o f tn.3 o r d e r - When the t r a i n was rounding t h e cu rve about 1 
m i l e wes t o f t h i are a t s w i t c h , a t a speed o f 50 o r 55 m i l e s an 
hour , ha sounded the m e e t i n g - p o i n t s i g n a l on the a i r w h i s t l e 
and d i s t i n c t l y hea rd t h e engineman acknowledge the w h i s t l e 
w i t h two l o n g and one s h o r t b l a s t s of tne steam w n i s t l e . 
Conduc to r Smitn s a i d he was then m the r e a r c a r and t h a t 
a f t e r g e t t i n g h i s l a n t e r n f rom the f r o n t end o f t n e c a r wa lked 
back to t n e r e a r v e s t i b u l e , saw t n e s w i t c h l i g h t and a l s o the 
dimmed h e a d l i g h t and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n l i g h t s o f the e x t r a . 
By t h i s t i m e the speed nad been r educed , bu t was then about 
35 o r 40 m i l e s an hour , w i t h the e n g i n e c l o s e t o t n e s w i t c h , 
and r e a l i z i n g t h a t t h e t r a m was n o t g o i n g t o s t o p a t the 
s w i t c h he p u l l e d the w h i s t l e c o r d t w i c e and t h e n a p p l i e d the 
a i r b r a k e s f rom tne t a i l h o s e , bu t found t h a t the a i r was 
gone and about t h i s t i m e he was knocked a g a i n s t the end o f 
t h e c a r . Baggageman S l o v e r and Flagman Cot tam s a i d E n g i n e -
man S m a l l e y was m the h a b i t o f a p p r o a c h i n g s t a t i o n s a t a 
h i g h r a t e o f speed and tha t o c c a s i o n a l l y he would run by the 
s t o p p i n g p o i n t , wnich s t a t emen t was s u b s t a n t i a l l y c o r r o b o r a t e d 
by Conduc tor Smith, a ho added t n a t m th'„ p e n o a o f 20 days 
o r so t h a t Engmeman Smal l ey had Deen on t h i s run he though t 
t h a t the engineman had been d o i n g v e r y w e l l i n l e a r n i n g the 
l and marks- Conductor Smith a l s o s a i d matt-Engine man S m a l l e y 
seemed t o oe i n normal p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n when he t a l k e d w i t h 
him a t F l o r a -

Road Foreman o f Eng ines C r e a g e r s t a t e d t h a t on h i s 
a r r i v a l a t the scene o f the a c c i d e n t a t about 1.15 a . m . , 
Feb rua ry 1, he examined eng ine 1468 and found the r e v e r s e 
l e v e r m f o r w a r d m o t i o n , b r a k e - v a l v e hand le b roken o f f , and 
t h r o t t l e c l o s e d , w m l e the c u t - o u t cock was m t h e open 
p o s i t i o n - Mas te r Mechanic H e r l i k y v e r i f i e d the s t a t emen t 
o f the r o a d foreman, a d d i n g t h a t the t h r o t t l e had been b e n t 
i n the c e n t e r and t h a t i f i t had no t been c l o s e d a t the t ime 
o f the a c c i d e n t the o b j e c t which caused i t t o bend p r o b a b l y 
would have f o r c e d i t f o r w a r d i n t o the c l o s e d p o s i t i o n . The 
b r a i t e - v a l v e handle was n o t r e c o v e r e d , but e x a m i n a t i o n of what 
remained i n d i c a t e d t h a t t n e handle p r o b a b l y had been m the 
emergency p o s i t i o n when i t was b r o k e n . 
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C o n c l u s i o n s . 

Th.13 a c c i d e n t was caused Q V t ne f a i l u r e c f t r a m 
N o . 53 t o oe Drought t c a s t e p ana henaed m on the p a s s i n g 
t r a c k as r e c u i r e c 0 7 the t r a m o r d e r d s t a b l i e n i - i g tne m e e t i n g 
p o i n t .,11;;. e x t r a 2 5 0 U . 

Tne e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t na t Engmeman S m a l l e y must 
have been awake ana m f u l l p o s s e s s i o n c f h i s f a c u l t i e s when 
a s h o r t d i s t c - r c e f r o : N o b l e , as ackno 1 I m a g e d the m e e t i n g -
p o i n t w h i s t l e s i g n a l ^ounaed by tne c o n d u c t o r . I t a l s o a p 
p e a r s t ha t the h e a d l i g h t and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n l i g h t s on e x t r a 
3500 were burn ing p r o p e r l y , a l s o the s w i t c h l i g n t , t na t t he 
n i g h t was c l e a r a r c t n a t tne v i e w c f Engmeman Smal l ey was 
m no WB,y o b s t r u c t e d f o r a d i s t a n c e o f mere than 1 m i l e a p -
prcat -n i i g tne p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t . I n v i e w o f t i e s e f a c t s , i t 
i s l i p o s s i o l e t o say a e i i m t e l y why he f a i l e d tw s top h i s 
t r a m a . t n e wes* p a s s i n g - t r a c k s w i t c h . I t i s p o s s i b l e 
t h a t t.i J a i -rang o f tne h e a d l i g h t oy the e n g i n e man o f e x t r a 
350C ca . s ea hi.? t o t h m k the o p p o s i n g t r a m was on the p a s s 
ing t r ad* and t h a t n i s own t r a i n c o u l a p r e c e e d on the mam 
t r a c k , no t r . a l i z i r ^ t h o danger u n t i l the eng ine . i an c f e x t r a 
2500 t u r n e d tne h e a d l i g h t on f u l l y s h o r t l y o e f o r e the a c 
c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . 

The crew o f t r a m No. 53 had been on duty about 4^ 
hours , p r e v i o u s t o which the engmeman nad been o f f du ty 31 
h o u r s , w m l e none o f t n j cthu,r m e t e r s of t h e crew had been 
on au ty m v i o l a t i o n o f any o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s of t he hours o f 
s e r v i c e l a w . The crew c f e x t r a 3500 nad been on duty about 
3 hours , a f t e r about 39 hours o f f a u t y . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y ^ u o m i t t e d , 

T.\ P . S O P L A N E , 

C n i e f , B u r e a u o l S a f e t y . 


