INTZFSTATE COMAERCE COMWTSSICT.

REPCRT OF THE GEIEF CF THE BUREAD OT SAFETY Ili RE INVESTIGA-
TICH OF AN ACCIDFIT WHICK OCCURRCD ON THE BALTIMORE & OHAIO
RATLROAD AT NOBL®, ILL., QF JANUAPY 31, 1922.

Fgbhruarv 18, 19223.

To the Comraission:

Or. Jaruar:- 31, 1922, there waz a hezad-end c¢ollislon
betieer & passenger traia and a freight train on the Baltimors
& Qn_ec Pailryoad at Hoble, I1l., which resulted in the death of
3 employacs, ana the injury of 3 passsns:rs, 2 eXpress Messen—
gers and 4 emwnloyses-

Locztion and rmetheoa oF crperation.

This accider.t occurred on that part of the St.Louis
Divislon extending wet#een Washingson, ina., and St-Louis,Mo.,
and in the vicinity of tne point of accident 1s a single-tracx
line cver wnica trains are operated oy nime—table, train orders
and & mamial olock-signal system. The accident oscurred at
a point anut 3,700 feet cast of the uwest passing-track switch
or 2,300 fecuv west of the east swisch. Approachlng this
poans frot the weet, the track i1s tangent for a cistance of
about 7,320 feet on a slightly ascenuing grade; approacihing
from the east the track is tangent «nd praciically level for
nalf a mile cr more. The weather sas clear at the time of
the accideat, shich occurred at aboat 10.13 p.m.

Iy

Dezcraiption.

- Weetpound freight train exura 2600 consistea of 23
cars an. a caboose, hauled by engine 2500, and #as 1n Chawg.
cf Conauctor Hollis amd Eaginemal Cnattin. At Olney, 7.7
Lilos east of Noble ano the last open office, the crew re-
Ceivec a Copy of train order No. 43, proviaing for a reet
with train Fo. 82 af Noble, itrain Jo. 83 vo taxe siding.
Extra 0500 left Olney, according to zhe train sheet, af 9.51
p.r , and on i1te arrival at Noble .ac proceeding on the main
tracs towvard tne west passing-tracx svitch wozn 1t collided
vith train Fc. 63.
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Zastbound passenger train s. 83 consisted of 1
SXpress Cer, 1 co.binaticn bageaze &nd rilk car, 1 smoking
car and 1 coack, nauled by ongins 1468, and was 1n charge of
Gonductor Smith a.a Zzgineman Svalley. Thne first two cars
were of vooden constructicn, tkhe talrd had & stesl unasrframe,
Wwnlle tns ¢oach ~as ©i all-steel constructicn. After re-—-
ceiving & copy of train order No. ¢9 av Fleora, 14.5 'miles west
of Koble, train d7. 22 left that pcint, according to the train
sneet, at 9.50 p.u., on time, anz av Clay City, 7.1 mles west
of Noble, thae cperator delivered a copy of a clearance card,
Term A, wita part B filled in to call attention to the rneet
wlth extra 350U auv Noble, inicn at that nour of tne night 1s
waat 1s kno.n as a closad block siaing. Train No. 623 left
Ciay City, accoraing t¢ the trzin sheei, at 10.04 p.m., B
mirutes late, passed Tiae west passing-track switch where 1t
shoull lave salen sialag in accordance with tnc requirements
of tyoia oracr No. 47, and collided witn extra 2500 whale
travell. a2t & speew estimatea to have becn about 40 miles
an hour.

Ecti cagines were conslaerably damagea and the ex-
press car was telescopesa, whilc tae second car of the freight
train was demolisaed, siigrnt daraze was sustalnced by several
other cars. The employees £11led were tne englneman and
firewan of train No. 63.

curaary cf evicence.

The statements of Enginemar Chattin, of extra 3500,
vere tc the effect that he dimued tne neadlight of his engine
when 1n the vicinity of & rcad crossing rear the east switch
sc that the engineman of the opposing train sould have no
difficulsy in lecating the west switch. When about a block
vesy of the station, or apprexirately 300 feet from the peoant
of collision, he Tealized that possibly train No. o2 was on
the raix %xac«, turned the heawlapgnt on Tvlly, just after whick
he mzae an emergency application ol the alr brakes. He
thought the smeea cf his train et tnis tire was apout 15 miles
an hour, anrd t.at 1% nad not peer reduced materially before
the collision cccurred. Fis staterents were practically
corroborated by tnose of Fireman Bransman, as well as by those
of Head Brakeman Pride, who ¥as also riaing on tne englne.

Baggapgeman Slover, of train ¥o. 83, was sweeping the
floor of the baggage car when he noticed that tne train nad
passed the west switch and was contimuing on the xain track
at o speed of 40 or 45 miles an hour. Having be=n told by
Flagrmen Cottam, wvho was 1n the bsggage car, thai their trzin
was to take sidiry at Joble for th: purpcse of reesing the
extra, he tola tl.: Zflagran taat tue traln had passed the
switch. ¥either he nor tne flagmar knew whether or not uvae
englne was usiag steat at the 11 .e, neitnsr did tney feel any



application of the air brakes cr notice any material reducticn
in speed. Flagman Cottam also sard he heard the englineman
sound wwo long ani cne short blasts on %ne whistls when ap-
proachisg Noble, anparently in answer to & meeting-poilnt
slgnal given oy tae conauctor on tne arr whistle, and when

tae baggageman s«1d the train had passsd the west switch, he
attetrpted to reach tne emergency cord for the purpose of ap-
plying tine air brakes, but the collision cccurred before he
could ad so.

Conductor Swmith sard Enginemes Emalley read train
craer No. 49 at Flora and commented on the fact that they were
%o take siding for extra 2600, and said that the fireman stop-
ped what he was aoing and apparenily listened to the reading
of th3 order. When the train was rounding the curve abovt 1
miic west of the west switch, at a speed of 50 or 55 miles an
hour, ks sounded the meeting-point signal cn the air whistle
and disu:nctly heard the engineman acknowledge the whistile
With two lorng and one short blasts of tne stear wailstle.
Conductor Smita sald he was then in the rear car ana that
after getting his lantern from the front end of the car walked
back tc the rear vestibule, saw tae switch light and also the
dimmed heaalight and classification lights of the extra.

By this vime the spzed nad been reduced, but was then aboul
35 or 40 miales an hour, with the engine close %o the switch,
and realizing that the train was not going to stop at the
switch he pulled the whistle cord twice and then applied the
a1r brakes from the tail hose, tut found that the air was
gone a2nd about this time he was knccked against the end of
the car. Baggageman Slover and Flagman Cottam said Engine-
man Swalley was in the habit of avproaching stations at a
high rate of speed and that occasionally he would run by the
stoppilng polnt, waich statement was substantially corroborated
kty Corductor Smith, who added that in th. perioc of 20 days
or so0 that Engineman Smalley had peen on this run he thought
that the engineman had been doing very well in learning the
land marxs. Conductor Smith also saild tnatEngineman Smalley

seemed TO pe 1n normal physical cond:tion when he talkea with
him 2t Flora.

Road Foreman of Enpgines Creager stated that on his
arrival Zt the scene of the accident at abocut 1.15 a.m.,
February 1, he examined engine 1468 and found the reverse
lever 1n furward motion, brake-valve handle broken off, and
throttle closed, wnile the cut-out cock was in the open
Pog1%i10n. Master Mechanic Herliky verified the statement
of the road foreman, adding that the throttle had been bent
in the center and that 1f 1t had not been closed a% the time
of the accident the cobject which caused i1t to bend probably
would have forced 1t forward into the closed position. The
brake-valve handle was not recovered, but examination of what
remalned indicated that tne handle probably had been in the
Bmergency position wien 1t was broken.
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Cenclusiens.

This atcidont was causca ov tas fairlure pf train
ko. B4 tC 0e oror g at tc a stcp ana hewaed 1N on the passing
trac: s reculrar oy the traln order =zstabilsniuy the meebing
poiat Jita extre 2500,

Tne evidence 1ndicatzs tnat Englaeman Smalley mist
have been aweke ama in full possescsic: c¢f his fuculties when
& short disterce fro 1 Loble, as .e acino.lzcged the meeting-
point whis.le s1nel socunaed by sa2e conductor- It also ap-
pears that the headlight and classification ligats on extra
2500 were burniag properly, also> the swnitch lignt, that the
night was clear arc Taal tae vies of Engineman Swmalley was
in N2 way obetr.cted for a aistance of mcre than 1 mle ap-
prcacil g tne poist of accidert. In viee of taizse facts, 1%
18 i7308f10le 1o say efinitely ahy Ae fairled to stop has

rall &tz wesds passing-track sawitch. I+ 15 possible
that L.s ailing of tiae heaalipgat oy the eaglnsman of eXtra
2500 ¢ca. sea hiw $¢ think the oppesing train was on the pass-—
ing, tracs aac that nis cwa train coulu priceed on the main
trech, oot r.oelizirn. thue danger until the sarine.arn of extra
3500 turred iae neaclight on fully shortly oefore the ac-
cident ccourred.

The crew of train No. 33 had been on auty about 4%
hovrs, prévious to which The enginsrman had been oif duty 31
hours, 7nille none of tne cthor ms.apers of the crew had been
on wiy irn violatior of any of the provisions of the hours of
service law. The crew cof extrz 3500 aad bear on auty about
3 acurs, after about 39 hours off -—uty.

Respectfully suprivted,
. P. BORLANT,

Cnief,3urean oi Safety.



