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tfebruary 19, 1919. 
On .7~nu_ry 11, iJle* tnere fj, a head-end ©olli-

?i on u o t ^ s e r i two extra frei^hi trai^ on fee 3<tlti»ere & 
v > ( A o .-.iil̂ oad near Jsynurd, vhio, wvioh resulted in tho 
cUiath cf 1 oui.,Icycc tind injuiy of 7 employees. ^fter In* 
l o t t l ^ u » , l o r i t the Chi of cf the Bureau of j&Jety reports a® 
follows : 

i / x e c. 1, U ;«". ,ub-division on wi.ich thi*,-! aocident 
occurred ev-en^G between Urii^oport &nu hollo way, uhio, & 
die nee of lie .9 r.lies, rroa brid^cport to Bp ̂ ower, a 
dl«» t-r.oe of 8 , 6 J i i l e s , it is a double- track line. Pro® 
BU. ro./or to + &ir,.;oi i & t a dlck-uoe oi 6 . 1 ;-ii&s, it Is a 
s .in t > l e-tx kao^ lice, ."res r-»irpoint to lo.'/or, u diatc-r.oe 
of 10.6 ailes, it iJ d double-true*, line, ^ m ® i/I J.,c«fli> 

to Hollowy, i i a t i . n o * of £ . 5 jails s , it ia & a i n g - l e - t r ' t o J f c 

lirv*. i'hio «evident ooourred en the single-tru3£ portion 
t>*t ? 7 e e n ^3 J?Qwer i d /£*ir point. i'raice are operated by 
t l a e tiiOX© aiid train orders, oupplsmented by a manual 
'oloo^ a i ^ n & l system. 

Ihe tra.ina involved in this aooident wore east­
bound extra a J d westbound extra £612, 

j£xtra £663, consisting of engine abo3, lb loaded 
freight ears and a c~boc~o, with helper engine 4135 oou lod 
ahead, in charge of Oonduotor ^drlan and Jngiam&n rfay©a 
and Held, left fair, oint tit 7.57 a.m., with tr^in order £0. 
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40? reading t»a fellows: 
; & E t r & 2563 - t o t ta&© siding an* meet, Jfctra £&lg 

.test at *iaynara. 266̂ 5 run 3xtra 1 airpoint to 
Bridtojort. „fter ixtru 2690 gast arrivea at BB 
fewer Sag, £012 run .̂ xtra M Tower to KG fower. 

and at 7.55 a.n., while runninr ît & speed of about 18 alias 
an hour, oollided with axtra 261E about 1 rail© west of 
Mayaard* 

Mtra 2618, eons ia ting of engine 2612 and a ca­
boose, in charge of Conductor Johnson and Sngineaan Dobos, 
left £ridpei.ort tit 5*30 a.m. it iJarfcon near BI iTower thia 
train plowed up IS cars of ooal. .a BP rower Conductor 
Johnson recoiled both his own and the engineman*s oCpy of 
Form 1® train order Ie. 409. jle read the orders and put 
t£oax in his coat packet, wont down and handed his own oopy 
of tha block oard FORM A and a message ha bad resolved at 
Bridgeport to Mreonn J&auels, thinking he m& delivering 
the ©ngineman's oo ty of train order Kc. 409* ,Stra 2fc>12 
did tome additional station work,mitod for the arrival of 
a passenger train, and at a.m* departed without tha en-

gin«8 i.n having reoeivod a copy of train order 409. It 
paused teaynard and, while i-anning at a speed of iibout 18 or 
20 miles an hour, collided with extra 

engineman Bald on helper engine 41SS, tha lead 
angina In train extra VUB killed. All three engines 
a/id tenders ramiined upright* ^rallel with the traofc and 
only partly derailed. ihe front ana of each sas crushed in» 
the front j&rt of each frame was broken and engine trucks 
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knooiced off, ihe trout end of the tender of e&oh engine 
was shoved against the holler head* 'j?he s. eond engine of 
extra 256£ mounted ths f/ame of the first tender of that 
train and orushsd the rear »nC of the oistom for a distance 
of about B fast, ihe rear e m of the seoond tender was 
omeLed aad the first. cax behind it demolished. ilhe rear 
saa of t/ie tenaer of extra 2t»i2 m»o also orushsd In and the 
first two oars demolished* 

-approaching ths seersa oi tho accident from tha east 
and beginning at Lsymrd station ther© is a £QOQ~foot compound 
ourve to the left, the curvature of whioh is at ita eastern 
end 6 degrees then is 1 degree 15 minutes and at its western 
end is 4 degrees. Then there is a tangent about 1650 feet 
long leading to a 15SO-foot compound gurvo to tue right> the 
curvature of v?hloh is 7 degrees, then 6 degrees und at its 
western end ia 8 degrees* Iho collision occurred about 676 
feet froa th© v/eat end of this latter qarve. 

iipproaohing the scene of the aooident from the wwet 
there is a 4—degree ourve to th left ahout 1000 feet in 
length followed by a tangent approximately 1000 feet long 
leading to the oonpound curve upon whioh th t aooident oo~ 

ourred. Just west of the soene of the collision on the in­
side of the ourve there is a high steep banh and iust east of 
the j.oint of oollision on the same side of th® traok there 
is a house. Owing to the bank aad th© house the view of 
approaching trains «.t tha,t point is limited to a distance of 



about 500 fact, he- weather at the ti- a was oleor« 
?ireiflan same of engine 4135 1 the lead engine of 

extra 2563, atvtoa that ne read the order requiring his train 
to meet extra at ]«aynard, and as hla train was coming 
around ths curve ho aaw extr& 2C12 approaching. At first 
he thought that train was on th© znine track. Ho looked a 
aecond time, discovered th.it it was en tho ujain tre.okf called 
to SJnginefflan £tei& und then juiaped off tiuj engine. The an-
ftineoan did not euooeeo. in getting off una was killed. 

^n^iness&n Hayes of e^tra 2563 atfated tlut hie train 
left Pairpoint about 7.̂ 57 a.m. with orders to meet extra 2612 
at &aynard« ,»hfin about one mile vvest of this point hi,- fire­
man ©ailed to him. warning ol an approaching tr&in* 'Ihey both 
ran to the gangway and started to Jump. The collision oc­
curred Jaut as he w&e getting off. j?he speed of ^le tr&in 
at that ti © w t x s between 15 and 20 miles an hour. He further 
stuted th&t • c ad received the orders fro® tne conductor at 
tho aaat end of i airpoint and had enown titans to his fireman. 

Fireman Holllngaworth of extra 2662 stated that hie 
train left Pairpoint with running order, ^crm A caution bloek 
card and raeet order with extra 2612 at Kaynard, and a tuesaage 
to engineman Held to deliver engine 4135 to Enginmm hawley 
who was deadheading on astru He aald that when the 
train earns around the curve west of Saynard he looked through 
tha window und discovered &n t_ppro&.ahiii£ engine on tho main 
traok. He called to the englnaman to get off u.nd they both 

http://th.it


-5-

ran to th© gangway, Just thoy swung oft trie collision 
occurred. 

Conductor Adrian cf extra Sb63 stated that at Fair-
point he received train or^er /lo. 409 and block c&rd Form 
A from the opera tor and delivered copies of It to both en-
glneaen. He stated that before leaving n'airpoint he per­
sonally got the block from tne telegraph offloo, do aaid 
that :-t the time ef the oolliaion he .ms riding in the cupola 
of the caboose, and on account cf tho curve ha could not see 
the approachin^ train. 

Brakeman Hupp uf extra 2563 stated that his train 
left j?tiirpoint with instructions to take siding, «̂ nd meet 
extra 8612 at Kaynard, but collided with that tr^ln aaat of 
that point. After the accident he immediately went hack to 
protect the rear of hie train* He Bald that ho had read the 
orders held by hie train and they were In correct form and 
accompanied by block curd Porta A» 

Br&kemar. G-illhasi of extra £§63 stated tnat he had 
read the order requiring hie train to meat extra £618 at 
Mayn&rd. Approaching K&ynurd he »ug riding on angina 4135* 
2£e stated that the first he knew of the impending oolliaion 
was whoti fireman Jams called to them to jump* Ixtra 2612 
waa than about three car lengths distant* 

Engineman ^obbs of extra. 2612 atatad that aa ha waa 
pulling out of th© storage traok at Barton Conductor Johnson 
handed the fireman a block card form <i and u meeoage. ?he 
message gave instructions for his train to ret u helper at 



iJarton or fairpolnt. ihe bloo: card showed tho engine 
number plainly but the rest of it had been smeared by the 
fireman's dirty glovea. 2)he engineman aaid he did not have 
a running order out of Barton. He stated tbat ne was fami­
liar with the rule requiring a westbound extra to have a 
running order well aa a ole&r&nee oard before passing 
l'ower, but had eImply overlooked tha faot that he nad no auch 
order. lis also knew that only tha conductor or engineman 
Is permitted to aeoure the block from tha operator, but wae 
buay and, knowing the brukeraan was an experienced man, he 
sent him to gat it. >/hea th© brakeman returned tha engine-
man understood him to aay the block was clour. 

Fireman Jamuels of axtra 261s atatad that while 
his train m a doing station work at barton the conductor 
handed him & block curd form A and a ^eeuage, He handed 
thaia to the engineman. i'here was more station work dona and 
tha train proceeded. 'I'he fireman stated that the bio ox card 
m e duted January 11 and addressed to axtra £61£ hut he did 
not know v?ha.t else was on it. fha message had lnatmotlone 
to r̂et the 4155 as a helper cither at Barton or Fairyoint. 
He J i d not know whether hie train got a block card at Bridge­
port and eald that it ie olal :ed that it is necessary for a 
train to hava a card to leave Bridgeport but that ha has left 
many tiiuee without one. Xhe first intimation ha had of 
anything wrong was #faen tho engineman called a warning of 
the approaching train. 
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Brakeraan Bodkinson of extra 2612 stated that at tho 
tiu© of the oolliaion he w< a riding on the left side of the 
aah of engine 2612. j)ho first intimation he had of danger 
waa whan the engineman called a warning and he immediately 
Jumped* He said that he did not see tho ordara his train 
had leaving Barton and did not ask to see them. Ea atatad 
that at the request of the englnaman ne got tne biook at the 
west and of tha westbound siding at j&rtoa. 

Sngineman H&wley, who was deadheading in the caboose 
of axtra §612, stated that <±t Barton tha operator 5jav« him 
ina tractions to gat engine 4135 at Pairpoint. Sonduetcr 
Johnson was in the office at tha time. leaving Barton. 
Conductor Johnson, Brakaa&n Jones and Plreman Buma ware 
also in the o&booae, but the conductor did not show any or­
ders and Sngineman Hawley stated that ha did net hear anyone 
talking ^.bout orders nor did ha ask to ace them. Hla fire­
men asked Conductor Johnson where they were to gat engine 
41555 and &B well as tie cun remember the conductor told the 
fireman Falrpoint. 

Fireman Bums stated that ha aaa deadheading on 
extra 2612 with instructions to &et engine 4135 at fairpolnt* 
it the time of th© collision he was in tha obbooae, but had 
not seen th© orders axtra 2612 had and had not tanked Conductor 
Johnson anything about them. 

Brakeman Johns of extra £612 atatad that ha was 
familiar with th® rule requiring the conductor to show hla 
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tr&in orders to hia brakecun, but that on this oocuslen the 
conductor did not show his orders and the braitejoun did not 
ask to see them* He, the conductor, and a deadheading en-
lineman and fir Clean ^ere in tno caboose at the time of the 
collision, lie ttated that aa soon as the collision occurred 
the oonductor pat hi? hand in his pocket and exolalaed that 
they had run a meet order. 

Conductor Johnson of extra £613 stated that at 
Barton he got orders from the operator, read them, folded, 
them up aid put them in his poorest. He said he tnen went 
down and called to the fireman ./ho looked out from the engine, 
Oonduotor Johnson handed up what he thought w&s the engine-
man's copy of the order he had Juet received hut what was in 
fu.ot his own aopy of the blook card and msssafs he had re>-
oeivsd at Bridgeport. Sxtra 2ol2 finished its station work 
&nd pulled out* the conductor ate his lunch and engaged 
in conversation with the deadheading crew in tfre caboose L,nd 
forpot about his orders. Ho r*»d not shown thea to any one* 
He "T)ad told ijigineiaan Hawley who was deadheading on his ca­
boose, that tne diepatoner had said engine 4135 would be at 
Fairpoint but had said nothing- further concerning the orders 
ho had received* 

2rain Dispatcher Shaddock stated t h L - t there was 
nothing irregular about the orders held by any of the train 
crews involved, and said that he had personally informed 
Conductor Johnson over the telephone where he would get the 
helper engine, but had given him no written message to con-
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firm these voro<*l ins truelions« 
Operator ratt at Barton at&t©d th«*t TIE delivered 

train order lo, 409 and kiloo*. oard t'orm A properly filled out 
to Oonduotor Johnson, and that later one of the members ef 
the orew of extra 2612 galled HLUI ON the telephone and &sked 
for the blook, a© stated that he told thie oan "Form A, 
part b, meet a « n at waynard" but that ho did not find out 
tho name of the man to whom he gave the blook, fie said that 
in order for a westbound train to move out of Barton it 
anoula iiavo I* running order and a blook oard S'orai A* 

unles 97, 109-a. Ell and 211-* of the Operating i>s-
partiiient of this railroad read in part as follows: 

S7. single ~mck -
iirtra trains will not bo run without train orders. 
1 0 9 - 1 , ,hen trains are released from sidings by 

telephone the oonduotor or engineman only is authorised 
to receive i'ont A una will give train and engine numb or, 
and his name, 'ihe operator responding will give his 
name and will ill© hi.; copy of Form A bearing the name 
of conductor or engineman. 

211. uhen a " 1 9 " train order uis been transmitted 
* * * the operator * * * will * * * personally deliver 
a copy to each person addressed without taking his 
signature. Jut when delivery to engineman will take 
the operator FROM ths immediate vioinity of his offios, 
tho engineman's copy will be delivered by tne conductor, 
personally, 

811-A. * * * conductors of freight trains will 
show train orders to flagmen, and enginemen to firemen, 
and when practicable to the front trainmen, all of 
whom urc required to hour tnem in mind and should occa­
sion require will call attention of conductors and en-
ginemsn to them* 

£hi£ aooident was caused by tne failure of extra 
2612 to wait a.t kaynurd as required by train order Ho. 409* 
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tor Mhloh failure Conductor Johnson and ~*S3ginam&& jobb® are 
responsible. 

Conductor Johnson w&s negligent in not delivering 
the engineman * s oopy of train order No, 409 to him pereon&Hy 
as required by liule Bll* He aleo failed to show his orders 
to hie flagman as? required by iiule E I I - A * 

iSnsinemar. itobbs violated i;ui@ 97 by entering upon 
tho 0ingle-traek main Una west of BS x'ower without running 
orders. He also violated ^ule 10B-A in that ho allowed his 
brakeman to secure the block for his train. Had he insisted 
upon having running order before moving his train beyond 
M x'owcr he would have learned taut he x̂ aa to meet extra 
2b63 at ilaynard, or had ha ^on© personally to the telephone 
to aeourc the block, aa under the rules ha was required to do, 
11® aiignt have found out about tha moat at Mayn&rd, 

Brakeman Johna failed to comply witja lhale 211-A 
in th&t he did not request the conductor to yhow him the train 
orders. JJZ& he lnalaved upon seeing conductor Johnson*8 
orders, it is probable that the fact that th© conductor wae 
still in poeeession of the engineman•a copy would have bean 
discovered. 

Piraaan Jamuols Is ^ilty of violation of ^nle 
gll-A and of extreme net-licence. anon he held in hita hand 
what he supposed -yore the orders? of ala train ha aid net 
examine them oeyond seeing that tha data and engine number 
wore correct, nor did i.e later request the engineman to show 
theia to hlia. 
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brakeman rfodkinson also is responsible for violat­
ing kule Sll-A in that n& u.d not request the engineer to 
shew him th® train orders. E@ also violated Bule 1 0 9 i n 
accepting ins true tions from the engineman to seoure Form A 
by telephone from the operator, whioh under the rule oould 
only be assured by the engineman or oonduotor* 

She entire crow mts negligent and showed lamentable 
lack of regard for the safety of their train* Shis aooident 
tigfciin calls attention to the absolute necessity for etrlot 
compliance -,7ith every rule promulgated for safety. 

-ill of tie employees involved mre experienced men. 
at the time of tho aooident the orew of extr»- £612 had. been 
on duty S houis and E5 minutee after periods off duty vary­
ing froa 11 hours and 10 minutes to 27 hours. x'he crew of 
extra aad been on duty 9 nours and minutes after off 
duty periods of from 10 hours and E6 uinutes to 21 hours and 
20 minuiee. Operator ratt had been on duty 7 hours and 56 
minutes a.ter 16 hours off duty. 


