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I ?1 T E S T A T E COMMF^C^ CnLiv-I PSION. 

0^ TH? I^IRFCTOR o r TH? H J R ^ U 0^ <5AFSTV IN 
IN v T a T I G \ T I O N O*1 AH A C C I ^ N T ^HICH OCCURR15^ ON 
T^F ^AL^TMOP^ ?• OHIO P ^ I L F O A p AT L ^ T T O , 0 H I O , 
ON ^ " R U A P Y 5, 1933 . 

Llarch 7, 1933, 

To t h e Commiss ion : 

On February 5, 1923, t h e r e was a r e a r - e n d c o l l i ­
s i o n be tween t - o f r s i g n t t r a i n s on t h e ? a l t i i n o r e & 
0 mo R a i l r o a d a t L e s t e r , O h i o , r e s u l t i n g in t h e d e a t h 
o f one e m p l o y e e , and the i n j u r y o f one e m p l o y e e . 
T h i s a c c i d e n t -^as i n v e s t i g a t e d i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s C o m i i s s i o n 
o f O h i o . 

L o c a t i o n and met nod o f o p e r a t i o n . 

Trhis a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h e C L . & m . Sub-
D i v i s i o n o f "Che Akron D i v i s i o n , e x t e n d i n g be tween 
H a l l o ^ a y and L o r a i n , O h i o , a d i s t a n c e o f 123 .6 m i l e s ; 
m t h e v i c i n i t y o f tne p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a 
s i n r l e - t r ^ o l c l i n e o v e r 'which t r a m s a r e o p e r a t e d b y 
t i m e - t a b l e , ana t r a i n o r d e r s , w i t h a manual h l o c k -
s i c n a l system p r o v i d i n g f o r an a b s o l u t e b l o c k b e h i n d 
p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s . Under t h e r u l e s , t r a i n s a r e r e ­
q u i r e d t o keep a t l e a s t f i v e minuses a p a r t , e x c e p t 
i n c l o s i n g up a t s t a t i o n s , - m i l e under s p e c i a l i n s t r u c ­
t i o n s i n t h e t i m e - t a b l e a l l t r a i n s w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s 
w i l l not e x c e e d s cnedu l e t i m e and w i l l e kep t under 
t n e c o n t r o l o f t n e engineman so t ha t he may be a b l e 
a t a l l t i m e s t o s top w i t h m ranare o f v i s i o n ; t h i s i s 
n o t i n t e n d e d to r e l i e v e en^inemen and t ra inmen from 
p r o p e r l y p r o t e c t i n g t h e i r e n g i n e s and t r a i n s w h i l e 
o c c u p y i n g t h e mam t r a c k m y a r d l i m i t s . Ru le S3 
p r o v i d e s i n p a r t t n a t w i t h m y a r d l i m i t s t h e m a m 
t r ^ c k may b e u s e d , c l e a r i n g t h e t i m e o f f i r s t - c l a s s 
t r a i n s and p r o t e c t i n g a g a i n s t s e c o n d - c l a s s t r a m s . 
The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s , a t a p o i n t 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1,353 f e e t wes t o f t h e eas t y a r d l i m i t 
b o a r d . A p p r o a c n i n ^ t h i s p o i n t from t h e eas t t h e r e 
a r e 4 , ±65 f e e t o f t a n g e n t , t hen a 3 0 - n m u t e c u r v e t o 
t h e r i g h t 1, 755 f e e t m l e n g t h , f o l i o Ted b y a t a n g e n t 
e x t e n d i n g t o a n d ' ^ e y o n d t h e r o i n t o f a c c i d e n t n e a r l y 
cOO f e e t d i s t a n t . Tne g r a d e i s 0 . 5 p e r cen t d e s c e n d ­
i n g f o r "-esV-'Oudd t r a i n s . The weather was c l s a r a t 
t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t , which o c c u r r e d a t about 6 .45 
a. m. 



i ^ s c r i p t i o n . 

^ e s t o o u n d f r e i g h t t r a m e x t r a 4161 c o n s i s t e d o f 
<=5 o a r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 4161 , and was 
i n c h a r g e o f Conductor Sea r s and Engmenan S h e f f i e l d . 
A t 6.34- a. rr, t h i s t r a m cane t o a s t o p "rithin v s r d 
l i m i t s a t L e s t e r , and a f t e r s t a n d i n g at t h i s p o i n t 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 31 m i n u t e s , w i t h o u t p r o t e c t i o n , the r e a r 
o f the t r a m was s t r u c k by e x t r a 4073. 

Westbound f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 4Q73 c o n s i s t e d of 53 
c a r e and a c a b o o s e , hau l ed by e n g i n e 4 073, on d e p a r t i n g 
from £ove r a t 1 1 . 1 5 p . m . , February 4-en, and was in c h a r g e 
o f Conductor Williamson and Engineman Thompson. T h i s 
t r a i n p a s s e d Lake J u n c t i o n , t n e l a s t open o f f i c e , S » ? 
m i l e s from L e s t e r , a t 6 .37 a. m. , and c o l l i d e d w i t h t h e 
r e a r end o f e x t r a 4161 w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed v a r i ­
o u s l y e s t i m a t e d t o have oeen b e t w e e n 5 and 30 m i l e s an 
hour. 

Engine 4073 was damaged but not d e r a i l e d . The 
caboose of e x t r a 4161 was d e m o l i s h e d , t h e d e b r i s t a k i n g 
f i r e , w h i l e t h r e e c a r s i n t h i s t r a m Tere damaged, and 
a n o t n e r car 'Tas d e r a i l e d . The employee k i l l e d was t h e 
f lagman o f e x t r a 4161 , who was m t h e caboose a t t h e 
t i m e of t h e a c c i d e n t . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

Enememan Toompson, o f e x t r a 4073, s a i d he made a 
7 o r S-pound b r a k e - p i p e r e d u c t i o n a t t h e r o a d c r o s s i n g 
w h i s t l i n g pos t l o c a t e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 3, 500 f e e t eas t 
of H or wa lk road , which i s about 735 f e e t east o f t h e 
y a r d - l i m i t b o a r d , at w h i c h t i m e t h e speed was about 25 
o r 38 m i l e s an nour. A f t e r sounding t n e w h i s t l e f o r 
Korwa lk r o a d , and not s e e i n g a f l agman , o r h a v i n g en­
c o u n t e r e d t o r p e d o e s o r f u s e e s , t h e b r a k e s w e r e r e l e a s e d 
near t h e r o a d c r o s s i n g when t h e speed was about 1^ 
m i l e s an hour . Just a f t e r r e l e a s i n g t h e b r a k e s , Ens ine -
man Thompson saw t h e r e d markers on t n e c a b o o s e o f e x t r a 
4161 , a p p l i e d t h e a i r b r a k e s m emergencv , and sounded 
t h e w h i s t l e c o n t i n u o u s l y u n t i l he, Fireman Ga leaa , and 
Head brakeman Ross jumped, w h i c n was j u s t b e f o r e t h e 
a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . Engineman Thompson a d m i t t e d tha t 
t n e speed a p p r o a c h i n g L e s t e r was such t h a t he c o u l d not 
have b rough t t h e t r a i n t o a s t o p at t n e y a r d l i m i t b o a r d , 
nor d i d he o p e r a t e h i s t r a m w i t n i n y a r d l i m i t s so as t o 
b e a b l e t o s top w i t h i n r ange o f v i s i o n , and tna t he was 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s a c c i d e n t t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t he d i d 
no t a p p r o a c h y a r d l i m i t s a t a l o w e r r a t e o f s p e e d ; however , 
he s a i d i t i s cus tomary f o r t h e f lagman o f t h e t r a m o c c u p v -
m g t h e mam t r a c k w i th in , y a r d l i m i t s , a t t h e p o i n t e x t r a 
4161 was s t a n d i n g on t m s o c c a s i o n , t o s t a t i o n h i m s e l f 
j u s t e a s t of Norwalk r o a d . He f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t t h e 



a i r b r a k e s were w o r k i n g a t t h e t i m e o f t n e a c c i d e n t 3 > 

w h i c h o c c u r r e d w n i l e h i s t r a m w a s t r a v e l i n g at a speed 
o f 5 o r o m i l e s an hour. Fireman 3 a l e a s s t a t e d t h a t 
a l l t h e members o f t n e e n g i n e c rew saw t h e markers on 
t h e caboose o f e x t r a 4161 about the same t i m e , and e s t i ­
mated t h i s d i s t a n c e ? t about 12 o r 15 car l e n g t h s . 
Head , rakemar. Ross e s t i m a t e d speed at t h e t i m e he saw 
t h e marke r s on t h e <iaboose a t 20 m i l e s an hour, and a t 
t h e t i m e o f t n e a c c i d e n t t o have oeen about 10 m i l e s an 
hour . Conductor W i l l i a m s o n e s t i m a t e d t h e speed a t 
b e t w e e n 20 and 25 m i l e s an hour a t t h e t i m e the a i r 
b r a k e s w e r e a p u l i e d , w h i l e Flagman Pugh e s t i m a t e d 
t h e speed a t t he t i m e o f t he a c c i d e n t t o have b e e n 
be tween 18 and 20 m i l e s an hour . 

On a r r i v a l o f e x t r a 4161 a t L e s t e r , Conductor 
Sears was r i d i n g on t h e e n g i n e , and hea rd E n g i n e -
man S h e f f i e l d w h i s t l e out a f l a g . On g e t t i n g o f f 
t h e e n g i n e t h e c o n d u c t o r l o o k e d b a c k , and sa>T a w h i t e 
l i g h t w h i c h he m i s t o o k f o r Flagman S m i t h ' s l a n t e r n ; 
t h e n he l i n e d t h s s w i t c h e s and roddl t h e e n g i n e o v e r 
t o where some c a r s w e r e p l a c e d on t h e s t o r a g e t r a c k . 
A f t e r t h i s he went i n t o t h e t e l e g r a p h o f f i c e f o r h i s 
o r d e r s , and w ien he go t back t o n i s t r a i n he was n o t i ­
f i e d o f t n e a c c i d e n t . Conductor Sea r s s t a t e d f l a g 
p r o t e c t i o n i s r e q u i r e d w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s ; t h a t he had 
had Flagman Smith on numerous o c c a s i o n s and had a l w a y s 
found him to b e on tne a l e r t a t a l l f l a g g i n g p o i n t s , 
a l s o t h a t a t Smith Road, 3 m i l e s eas t o f L e s t e r , he 
p e r s o n a l l y saw Flagman Smith b a c k f u l l y 50 oar l e n g t h s . 
Engineman S h e f f i e l d s t a t e d t h a t Flagman Smith had not 
b e e n c a l l e d m a t L e s t e r . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t iras caused by t h e f a i l u r e o f Flagman 
Smth., o f e x t r a 4 l b l , p r o p e r l y t o p r o t e c t h i s t r a m , and 
by tne f a i l u r e o f Engineman Thompson, p r o p e r l y t o c o n t r o l 
t h e speed o f h ie t r a m w i t h m y a r d . l i m i t s. 

too e x p l a n a t i o n can b e o f f e r e d f o r t h e f a i l u r e o f 
Flagman Smith t o p r o t e c t nis t r a i n in a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 
r u l e s . Had Engineman Thompson p r o p e r l y c C o n t r o l l e d t i e 
s p e e d o f h i s t r a i n a p p r o a c h i n g L e s t e r , so a s t o have been 
a b l e t o s t op w i t h i n y a r d l i m i t s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e 
r u l e s , i n s t e a d o f depend ing on b e i n g f l a g g e d , o r e n c o u n t e r ­
i n g t o r p e d o e s or f u s e e s , in t h e even t a t r a m o c c u p y ­
i n g t n e main t r a c k w i t h m ya rd l i m i t s , t h i s a c c i d e n t un­
d o u b t e d l y w o u l d have b e e n a v e r t e d . 

A l l o f t h e e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men. 
At t h e t i m e o f t he a c c i d e n t none o f them had been on duty 
in v i o l a t i o n o f any o f t n e p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e hours o f s e r ­
v i c e l a w . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d . 

D i r e c t o r . 


