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INTERSTATE COJOHRCE COMMISSICN 

REPORT OF THE DIRECT Oil OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE IN­
VESTIGATION Or AN ACCIDENT JH1CH OCCURRED ON THE 
BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD AT KEARITEYSVILLE, 71. VA. , 
ON NOVEMBER 1, 1930. 

November 18, 19 30. 

To the Commission. 

On Koveao^r 1, 1930, there was a derailment of an 
exoress train on tne Baltimore £. Ohio Railroad, at 
Ke^rneysville, W.Va. , vouch resulted in n e death of 
two employees. 

Location and method oi operation 

This accident occurred ci that part of tne Cumberland 
Division extending between Vifeverton and Cumberland, a dis­
tance of 99.5 miles, m tne vicinity of the point of acci­
dent this is a three-track line over whicn trains are 
operated by ti ie-table and an automatic block-signal system 
The traces are numbered, from nortn to south, 1, 3, and 4, 
the accident occurring on track 1, at a point 338 feet west 
of the station at Kearneysvill^. Approaching this point 
from the east, under normal coiuitions, tne track is tan­
gent for a distance of 1,334 feet, followed by a 0° 23' 30" 
curve to the left 3,786.7 feet in length. Near the leav­
ing end of this curve tne tracks had been temporarily re­
located, having been moved southward a maximum of 73 feet 
and for a distance of 975 feet, forming an 8° reverse curve 
and the accident occurred on this curve at a point ap­
proximately 170 feet from its eastern end. The grade at 
the p e m t of accident is 0.47 per cent descending for 
westbound crams. 

There was a temporary standard slow ooard located on 
the north side of tne tracxs 999 feet from the beginning 
of the reverse curve and 1,189 f^et east of the point of 
accident; this sien was equipped with a yellow light which 
was mounted on top of the staff, aoout 10 feet above the 
ground.. The maximum speed permitted for passenger trains 
m the territory m which the accident occurred is 30 miles 
per hour, but in the immediate vicinity of the oomt of 
accident ix was restricted to 15 miles per hour, 

The track is laid with 1 CO-pound rails, 33 feet m 
length, with an average of 18 ties to the rail-length, tie-
plated, and is ballasted with crushed stone and cinders, 
the track is adeouately maintained througn the slew-speed 
territory. 
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The weather was clear at tne tine of the accident, 
which occurred aoout 3.43 a.m. 

Description 

Westbound express t r a m extra 5229 consisted of eight 
exoress cars and one conch, hauled by engine 5229, and was 
m charge of Conductor Faith and Engmeman Pickett. This 
t r a m departed from Baltimore at 1.43 a.m , moved via the 
Baltimore Division to Washington, D.C , and thence to 
Weverton, where it reached the Cumberland Division tracks, 
passed Kobbs, the last open offme, 1.7 miles east of 
Kearneysville, at 5.47 a.m., and was derailed upon en­
countering the temporary track at Kearneysville while 
traveling at an estimated speed of 35 miles per hour. 

The engine and tender cane to rest on their right 
sides, lying on tracks 1 and 2, i*ith. the forward ena of t m 
engine 306 feet beyond The first marks of derailment. 
The first eight cars and the forwaid truck of the ninth 
car were also derailed, t- a first two cars coirin' to rest 
approximately 100 feet beyond the engme, the tnird, fourth 
and fifth cars stopped on the south side of the track 
nearly opposite the engine, tne sixth car stood immediately 
behind the torder and wa' rosswise of the tracks, and 
the seventh, eighth, and ninth cars renamed m line -ith 
the track, although the seventh car was partly overturned. 
The first two c m s were demolished and. the balance of the 
derailed equipment was more or less damaged. The e"1 aloyeee 
killed were the engmeman ana the fireman. 

Summary of evidence 

Conductor Faith started that after reporting for duty 
at Baltimore, he read the general ordeis on the bulletin 
board, including Cumberland Division gen.ral order Ho. 174, 
which restricted the speed on track 1 to 15 ~ules per noor 
between Kearney sville and Trumps Crossing due to the track 
having been moved southward to a new location between these 
points. Upon receiving a clearance card, aid a message to 
proceed westward via 7/ashington, he oroceeded to the ex­
press yard, and compared time and read the message to t.±e 
engmeman. After an air-bro^e test had been made and the 
brakes reported operative, the t r a m departed, a running 
test was made after leading, and m making two stops en 
routs the "brakes functioned properly . He said the t r a m 
was traveling at a speed of between 30 and 35 miles oer 
hour as it approached the pomt of accid.ent, and having the 
genera"! orde^ m m m d , he was monentarily expecting an 
application of the oraKct . As soon as he realized th-̂ t 
tne soeed. apparently *v\s not ^oing to he reduced, he left 
his seat m the rear of t ve coach and was about to pull 
the signal coid calling fo± brakes, but the accident 
occurred before he could -> so. He did not hear thewnistle 
sounded after passing Hobbs, neither did he feci an ap­
plication of the brakes after passing that point. Conductor 
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Faith also stated thmt he w,a,s rot acquainted with Engine-
man Pickett, but the appeared to he m norranl 
condition m e n the message was read to him at Baltimore. 
He did not inquire of the engineman is to whether he knew 
the road or nad re id the general orders m effect, but as­
sumed tnat he had done 30. He was al^o unaware that the 
engmeman had operated trains very mfreouently on the 
Cumberland Divisioi, as to his knowledge this was the first 
time ne had hact tnis particular engmeman. Conductor 
Faith was fmiliar vith the rule which r^cuires tint whei 
a t r a m is running at a higher rat^ of speed than allowed, 
the conductor vill notify the engineman by the proper 
cormnini eating signal, and said tnat he would have taken 
such action sooner than he diet but for the fact that on 
account of the scarcity of land marks m that locality, 
he did not know the tram was so close to the section ef 
trick on which m e accident occurred. 

Flignan Faddox corroborated tne statements of Conductor 
Faith as to the ooor^tion of tre tram oner to tne acci­
dent except that he estimated the speed while passing Hobbs 
at between 40 and 45 miles per hour, and ^t 30 or 35 ^lles 
per hour at the time of the accident, ne felt no acalica-
tion of the brakes between these points, but did feel the 
slack bunch, which mdicited GO m m that the engmeman aid 
shut off steam. After callmp the board clear at Hobbs, 
Flagman L'addox entered the la^atorv and upon returning, 
he was about to sit down uhen he observed the conductor 
reach for tne signal or emergency coid, the crash occurring 
at the same t n e . Immediately after the accident he went 
bank to protect and proceeded as fir as Hobbs. uTn<m he 
"was m the vicinity of the eastbound distant signal, lo­
cated 3,815 feet east of the slow board, he could see the 
yellom light on the slow board. He said that he had not 
seen general order ITo. 174, bit was fa nliar \jith the con­
struction work in progress at Kearneysvilie and knew that 
tracks 4 and 3 had been re-located and was of the opinion 
tint track 1 had also been moved. 

Night Track Vntcnman Buhr^an stated that his duty was 
to inspect the tracks at Kearmeysville highway underpass 
enter each train had passed that point. About 30 minutes be 
fore the accident occurred, after a preceding westbound 
t r a m had passed, he checked track 1 at every joint and 
every center, using a level bo ird for the purpose; he 
found a maximum super elevation of l' inches on the curve 
on which the accident occurred, and said that the track ivas 
sife for the speed allowed, 15 "'lies per hour. He did not 
hear the whistle sounded while extra 5329 was approaching, 
and could not say whether the headlight was burning as he 
die not see the t r a m prior to tne accident. He immediate]y 
notified the operator at Ilartmsburg as to what had occurred 
and then proceeded to the engine, â ri as soon as the escap­
ing steam died down he assisted in lenovmg the engmcmin 
and fireman, who ,vere still alive, but he said they made no 
statements concerning the acexdent. He descnoed tne 
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weather is clear, dark, and frosty. 

Relief Grew DiBOatcner West stated that he called 
Engineman Pickett at 11.] _ "mm., October 31, to operate 
extra 5339 to Cumberland and the engmeman acknowledged the 
call. He arrived at the office aeoat 13.35 a.m., November 1, 
and proceeded zo change his clothes. Crew Dispatcher West 
offeird nin a paitly filled oat time slip, but instead of 
accepting it, the engineman requested him to complete it 
and to insert the last Baltimore Division general order, 
which was No. 148, but did net mention any Cumberland 
Division general orders. Crew Dispatcher West prepared tne 
slip as directed, including the signature of the engine ian, 
and the engmenan left the office about 13.33 a.m., which 
was the last time he saw him. He was acquainted with 
Engmeman Pickett and while m the office he appeared to 
be normal m every respect. 

Ciew Dispatcher Sullivan stated that he was m the 
office during the ti ie Engmeman Pickett was present, and 
that he he ird the engmeman request Dispatcher West to 
insert general order No. 148 on the time slip, he did- not 
hear any other conversation, as he was using the teleonone. 
He said the bulletin boards are not visible from the en­
closure in which the ere;? dispatcher Is located and, 
therefore, he did not know whether Engmeman Pickett read 
the general orders posted. 

Crew Dispatcher Cag- stated that his period of duty 
is from 4 p.m. to midnig.it, and that he heard Dispatcher 
West call Engmeman Pickett by telephone to report for duty 
at 12.40 a.m. He departed iron the office at 13.15 a- r-, 
and at that time tee engi m Qti had net yet arrived. He 
further stated that during tne past six months no had only 
called. Engmeman Pickett twice for Cumberland runs, a.s nis 
regular assignment was as a fireman on the Washington 
branch, and that the records m his office showed that 
Engmeman Pickett did not sign for Cumberland Division 
general order No. 174 before departing on the trip on v;^ich 
the accident occurred. 

General order ITo. 174, of the Cumberland Division, 
dated October 37, 1930, read as follows: 

"Effective one-one, 1.01 P.M., Londay, 
October 27, 1930, No. ore (l) track DCtween 
Kearneysville station and Trumps Crossing 
will be thrown south to new location. Reduce 
speed to fifteen (15) miles per hour en 
No. one (l) track over new; location." 

Superintendent Laughlm, of the Cumberland Division, said 
this general order wa3 postec on the general order boaid, 
and pasted m the general order book at Riverside, Balti­
more, Md • , at 9.15 a.m., October 28, by G.R.McKeldm, Crew 
Dispatoner. 
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T r a m Master Groves, of the Cumberland Division, stated' 
that a cneck of general order boards on the Cumberland and 
Baltimore Divisions developed ihat Engmeman Pickett bad 
not signed for Cumoerland DiVxsion general orders Hos. 172, 
issued October 21, 173, issued October 23, and 174, issued > 
October 37, p^rtaimrg to trac : charges and alow orders at 
Kearneysville, prior to m s departure from Baltimore on 
passenger extra 5329 on November 1, 19 30, 

kastcr 2/Iedhanio ivlewshaw stated thac he arrived at the 
scene of accidert aoout 3.18 a.m., arid after making a 
thorough inspection of tnr equipment involved he was con­
fident there was nothing about this equipment that could have 
contributed to tne cause of the accident. The engme speed-
recorder tape was damaged and rendered illegible. 

Engmeman Schwoder statea that he was intimately 
acquainted frith Engmeman Piokxtt and considered m m a man 
of good reputation, witn persona,! habits beyond reproach. 
He said that arout Octooer 24, Engmeman Pickett inquired 
of him us to tne location of Trumps Crossing, and he ex­
plained where it was located, and bel] eved tnat Engmeman 
Pickett understood him thoroughly. He was not certain why 
this inquiry „?G made, out was of the ooxnion that Engine-
man Pickett war familiar with the first general order, 
requiring reduced, spped at Kearneysvilla, and was trying 
to keep posted sc that he would be qualified to run over 
tnat territory. In ^ddicion to the warning signal on the 
slow board, which coild be seen from a westbound t r a m for 
a ^istaice of aboit one-half m-le, there are numerous land, 
marks, and ne did not consider that a man who was familiar 
with tn jt locality could beco le lost as tc his location. 
There ware no glaring lights m tie \icmity of tne point 
of accident that would attract the attention of an ap­
proaching engmeman to the construction uork being aone 
at that point. 

Conclusions 

This accident w?s caused by th^ operation of extra 
5339 at excessive speed over tenmorajy track. 

In view of tne fact that botn the engmeman and fire-
nan v-ere killed as a result of the accident, it is not known 
wnat occurred on the engine limedivtcly prior to the 
accident. According to the statements of persons who cii e 
m contact vith tne engmeman a t Baltimore, ne appeared G O 
be m aoimal condition, and the menbers of tne t r a m crew 
stated that he handled the t r a m properly until after pass­
ing Fobbs, and that he tbun failed to reduce the speed of 
his train m accordance with gereral orler No. 174, uhich 
restricted speed to 15 miles per hour for a l l trams on 
track 1 through the territory m which the accident occurred* 
On the other hand, however, it a speared that this 'order 
was olaced on the bulletin board at Ealtimore, at which oomt 
Engmeman Pickett went on duty, on October 23, 1930, and 
tnat he went out on his run withouG signing for this or 
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tnc two preceding Cumberland Divisior general orders. 
'iTtiilt it is apparent thar" be either failed to read t m s 
oidei, or else forgot it, there was a yellow li£ht taunted 
on a sloff sign on tne enri nenan' s side of tne track co^e 
distance east of tie point of accident which should nave ' 
given nin warning that sane unusual condition existed 
ahead, Find he should have reduced speed accordingly, 
regardless of whether or not he was familiar with the 
requirements of general order No. 174. 

The rules provide t a t general order boards and general 
notice boards will bo provided put stations designated Dy 
ti le-table, and tnat conductors and cngmenen shall consult 
these boards before starling on a trip, and shall sign for 
general orders. Not onl/ di~ the ir cords indicate t̂ -jt 
Engmeman Pickett had failed to sie.i for the last tnree 
general orders, bub it alto appeared that no one was charged 
with the duty of knowing definitely tk^t enginenen read 
t icsL orders. In tne interests of safety, immediate steps 
should be taken to correct this situation, and to insure that 
engmenen are fully qualified to oparate m the particular 
territory for which they 11 e cal 1 ed. 

All of tie employees iavolTTed "/ere experienced men, 
and at t^e time of tne accident none of the 7 1 had been on 
duty in violation of any of t_ie provisions of the hours of 
service liw. 

Respectfully submitted, 

\L P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


