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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION. 

REPORT OE THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY I N RE INVESTIGA
TION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE BALTIMORE & 
OHIO RAILROAD NEAR KANAWHA, W. VA. , ON AUGUST 13 , 1933. 

August <*6, 1932. 

To t h e Commission: 

On August 13, 1932, t h e r e was a c o l l i s i o n on the 
B a l t i m o r e & Ohio R a i l r o a d be tween a f r e i g h t t r a m and 
f r e i g h t c a r s s t a n d i n g on a s i d i n g nea r Kanawha, W. V a . , 
r e s u l t i n g m t h e d e a t h o f 1 e m p l o y e e , and t h e i n j u r y o f 
2 e m p l o y e e s . 

L o c a t i o n and method, o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on the P a r k e r s b u r g Sub-
D i v i s i o n o f the Monongah D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g between G r a f t o n 
and P a r k e r s b u r g , 1 . V a , , a d i s t a n c e o f 1 0 3 . 1 m i l e s ; i n t h e 
v i c i n i t y o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k 
l i n e o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e , U r a i n 
o r d e r s , and a manual b l o c k - s i g n a l s y s t e m . The a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y one m i l e w e s t o f Kanawha, a t a 
s w i t c h .vhich l e a d s o f f the mam t r a c k t o t h e south t o what 
i s known as the S t i l l w e l l T i e H o i s t s i d i n g ; app roach ing 
t h i s p o i n t f rom the e a s t t h e r e a r e 2 ,768 f e e t o f t a n g e n t , 
w h i l e the g r a d e i s p r a c t i c a l l y l e v e l . The s w i t c h - S t a n d 
i s l o c a t e d on the f i r e m a n ' s s i d e o f a westbound t r a m , and 
t h e s w i t c h i s a f a c i n g - p o i n t s w i t c h f o r -vestbound t r a i n s . 
The v i e w o f t h e s w i t c h - p o i n t s , and t h e t a r g e t s on t h e 
swi tch -3 tand , w e r e obscured t o some e x t e n t on account o f 
t he g l a r e from the s e t t i n g sun. The re i s a h ighway c r o s s 
i n g o v e r t h i s s i d i n g about 250 f e e t f rom t h e s w i t c h , at 
the t ime o f the a c c i d e n t one f r e i g h t car s t o o d i m m e d i a t e l y 
eas t o f t h i s c r o s s i n g , and a cut o f f r e i g h t c a r s s t o o d 
i m m e d i a t e l y w e s t o f i t . The w e a t h e r was c l e a r a t t he t i m e 
o f the a c c i d e n t , w h i c h o c c u r r e d a t about 6 . 3 3 p .m. 

D e s c r i p t i o n * 

Westbound f r e i g h t t r a m e x t r a 3543 c o n s i s t e d o f 
^4 ca r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 2543, and was m 
c h a r g e o f Conductor Farnswor th and Engmeman Eskey . Th i s 
t r a i n passed Kanawha a t 6 .30 p . m . , and a f t e r h a v i n g p r o c e e d e d 



about one m i l e , e n t e r e d the S t i i i w e l l T i e H o i s t s i d i n g , 
and w h i l e t r a v e l i n g a t a speed o f about 25 m i l e s an hour 
knocked t h e s i n g l e f r e i g h t ca r o f f the t r a c k and c o l l i d e d 
w i t h the cut o f s t a n d i n g f r e i g h t c a r s . 

Eng ine 2543 was no t d e r a i l e d o r m a t e r i a l l y 
damaged, the t h i r d , f o u r t h , and f i f t h c a r s i n t h i s t r a m 
w e r e d e r a i l e d and s l i g h t l y damaged. The s i n g l e f r e i g h t 
ca r s t a n d i n g on the s i d i n g was c o m p l e t e l y d e m o l i s h e d , w h i l e 
the f i r s t ca r m the cut o f s t a n d i n g f r a i g h t c a r s was 
t e l e s c o p e d a d i s t a n c e o f about 4 f e e t b y e n g i n e 2543, the 
r e m a i n i n g c a r s o e m g shoved ahead w i t h such f o r c e as to 
buck l e the f i f t h c a r , wh ich came t o r e s t a c r o s s the s i d i n g . 
The employee k i l l e d was t h e engmeman. 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

Be tween Kanawha and the S t i i i w e l l T i e H o i s t 
a i d i n g , Head Brakeman T i b b was r i d i n g on tne f i reman*s sea t 
box o f e n g i n e 2543, l o o k i n g back a l o n g the t r a i n f o r o v e r -
nea t ed j o u r n a l s , and Fireman Grant was busy p u t t i n g m a -
f i r e . When about 3 o r 3 car l e n g t h s away, Head Brakeman 
T i b b g a v e w a r n i n g o f t h e open s w i t c h ; Engineman Eskey im
m e d i a t e l y a p p l i e d t he a i r b r a k e s m emergency , and jumped 
j u s t b e f o r e the a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d . Head Brakeman T i b b 
s t a t e d the sun formed a background f o r t h e s w i t c h - t a r g e t 
at t h e t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t , and f o r t h a t r e a s o n E n g m e 
man Eskey may have been u n a b l e t o a s c e r t a i n t h e i n d i c a t i o n 
f o r any c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e , o n account o f the g l a r e , 

Conductor Fa rnswor th was s t a n d i n g i n the caboose 
t a l k i n g w i t h one o f the brakemen when he f e l t the a i r 
b r akes a p p l i e d m emergency , f o l l o w e d s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d 
b y the shock o f the c o l l i s i o n which knocked him down. The 
conduc to r and two brakemen went f o r w a r d and found tha t t h e 
s w i t c h had been opened and s e t f o r the s i d i n g ; the s w i t c h 
l o c k had e v i d e n t l y been pounded w i t h a s t o n e t o open i t as 
t h e y found a s t o n e w h i c h p l a i n l y showed t ha t i t had been 
used f o r t h a t p u r p o s e . The l o c k was a i a s i n g but l a t e r 
was r e c o v e r e d and b o r e e v i d e n c e o f h a v i n g been pounded 
w i t h a s t o n e . 

Two b o y s , aged 7 and 11 y e a r s , who had been p i c k 
i n g up c o a l a l o n g the r a i l r o a d t r a c k , w e r e s e e n i n the 
v i c i n i t y o f t h i s s w i t c h a s h o r t t i m e b e f o r e t h e a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d . Upon b e i n g q u e s t i o n e d , t h e y a d m i t t e d t h a t t h e y 



had b r o k e n t h e s w i t c h l o c k ^ , th rown the s w i t c h and th rown 
t h e l o c k away- They m a i n t a i n e d t h a t no one had t o l d them 
t o do i t and were unab le t o o f f e r any r e a s o n o r e x c u s e f o r 
t h e i r a c t i o n . T h e s e b o y s w e r e t a k e n i n t o c u s t o d y b y l o c a l 
a u t h o r i t i e s . 

The a i r b rakes on e x t r a 3543 had been t e s t e d 
and w e r e w o r k i n g p r o p e r l y . 

C o n c l u s i o n s . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t was c a u s e d by an. open swi t ch^ due 
t o m i s c h i e v o u s t a m p e r i n g . 

A l l o f the employees o f e x t r a 2543 w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d 
men; a t the t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t t h e y had been on du ty l e s s 
than 16 h o u r s ; a f t e r h a v i n g been o f f d u t y 23 hours o r more. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . EORLAND, 

C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y . 


