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In re investigatlion of zooident on the Baltinmore
& Ohlo Rallroad at Hoytville, Ohig, on
rpril 4, 1613,

T vede e B A S >

On Aprid 4, 1813, there wsa a derpillment of p pasgenger
traln on the Baltimore % Ohi>s Redlread at Hoytville, Chilo,
resulting in the death of 1 employee sand 1 trespasear, and
the injury of 18 pszsengers, 4 esployees and 1 Srsenascer.

Alter investlgntion of this aneident the Chiel Ingrector
of Sufety Appllances ro-orte an fallowss

T™he Chiospe Pivicion of the Doltisore & Chlo Hellrosd
upon wshich thia seaident socurred, extenda betwsen Chiesgo
Junati:n, Chile, and bdouth Thiexge, Illinois, a dilstanae of
25807 uiles. % 12 operabed under the Block slgnal syetem,
gnd with the exocpticon P ¥wo gectlong of slngle traock,
agerscebing 36 mlles An length, i3 o Gouble trask line.
Betwecn South Thiesps, I1lincieg, and Sgheock, Indlana, a
gloteovice of 24 mil=g, r~nd begween Itandley znd Haplap, w
distance of 12 mlles, sulvmeblic blaock pignals rre used;
the balance of the Aiviglon ic operanted under the manugl

block system,

The der=iled itrain wur czstbound pacsenger traln Yo.
¢, hauled by eapine No. 7100 .nd conmisting of B stecl cars
placed in the follo *lng urder from the engine haﬁki 1 vageaie
gar, P coachey, 2 Pullmn rleepling oare. AU the time of the
darniloent the troln =ar in thagze of Condugtor Allen agnd
Erginempn Korat., ©On thz Cato of She ageidont traln 8s, &
left Chiecags, I1l., 1t- 2nL' ¢ 1 Urrulngl, on time, at 8145
Pe B. 4% poased Eaghlerg all, tos firet gtatlon west of the
point aof derzilment, =% 21:17 pes., geven minuteg lale, and
was dersiled By an cpen Peping voint griteh, about 300 feed
rvegt of Eoytville ztati.n, 5.7 ailesg aget of Deeghler, st
111268 puan., when runnlne -vout O0 miles per hour.

At the Bime of tie %¢r Lloent train Ne, 8 wre vrocesding
gontvard on the we:tbo. nd 50 -ca, agsinegt the ourrent of trafilec.
The oren g:ltel wus Sho - 0% swltch of 5 erogp-ovey belvween
the $wo trackg. IT wus o “rziling point ewiteh in the
direotion of traflfic. Te covonrover is & funber 10, and s
200 feet lang from tho swllch polntd on one Srack to the
griteh polnta on the gtler, e engine left the raile gbcut
16 feut enst of the Sro;- »alnt in the weethound frack and
ran egerssz the ezsthorrd (onck Info the station bullding
goming to reet with Lfr hood end toward the Srs 00 fect
from shere 1% Left the r:iils. The statlon bullding was

somplataly wrecked, The snplne fender waz turned eompletely
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around sn? rested on 1%tz side Juet waet of the hend end

of the englna. The bazgages oar wae torn from 1%s trucks,
Wt remelned upright, lying acroeqs both $recks in front of
the etation., The firat conch rested on ita side parallel
with the asetnound traci, about 30 fest to the aouth, The
sgaond doanth was torn from 1ta Sruoksg, but remained upright,
24%h 1%z head end about tan feot sautﬁ af the sasthound
traok and ite rear end on the rosdbed., The first Pullman
eloeper wag derslled, but remained upright on the roadbed,
pnd only the forward truaks of the lest Fullman aleepep wers
depailed., The forward engine trusks becsme dotonhsd from
the engine, but remslned on the ralle and sontinued along
the sagtbound track for a Alefsnes of 1-3/4 miles from the
nloos of the noslident, whire they were found by s relief
traln golng to the wracok.

For & esnslderable dlstance in Goth dlrectiong from the
noint of derailment The traeck la strzlight and level. It ig
lald vith 85 pound atecl Salls 33 fest long, on 2nk tias,

18 %les %0 the r«il. Hook bBallsst la used, and the track is
in good eundition.

on the night of the derallioent sn eastbound frelght
tyrsin, in aharepe of Lonductor Uornwsll gnd €ngineman Louby,
shile doing ewitching st Peshler, broks sn empty Flat osr &0
thet 1t bDlocksd the casthound szin track, and damaged an
st jolning asr loeded -wi%h plling aso that 13 aould? not oe
hgndled in olsaring the track, ant 1% beeone necesasry o
take the damaged anr %o Hoytwille to gef rid of 1%, Conduator
Jopnwall, Tnyineagen Leuby, and Heand Sweakeaman Zmlth proceeded
to Hoytville ith the damaged aar, leaving Plagmsn Davis at
e shlgr %o protect the trein. Upon aprlval at Hoytvills the
enging and dszapged osr wes baoked through lhe cronsover anto
the westbound tiaok and by geahs of & shein the far was
plaoed gn a g-ur gwiteh leadling off from the eogtbound track
gboult I0C feat ensgs of the wert crossover gwitoh., Alter
disponing of the sar the engina bgaked up over the orosasover
aeiteh and Brakeman 9mith opemed it to permlt the englne to
run through oato the eastbound topok, while the sonductor
openad the ewltch 4t the esat and of the erpguover, Aftey
preaing through the west orosgover gwiteh Englnomsn Lauby
stopred his engine between the arossovey aeitohep and walted
tor irakeman @sith to close the ewiteh. Brakeman Swmith sald
that he closed the e=iteh and locked 1%, and Condustor Jarnwall,
wha wae abanding nosr %he eaet gwiteh anid that ha wae
wptohing the bYrikeman and saw Rim go through the motiona of
eloaing the switch, dut could not gay for sure that 1% was
olosed, an there was no light on 1% to indieete ita Eﬁﬁiﬁinn-
The englne staod betwean the aerossever switohes untlil Srakeman

SmAth paseed around on the fireman's elde and gave a nrossed
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signal from the head end, It then prooceeded cuf onto the
#astbound track. dJdondustor Cornwall then went ints the
telograph office and informed the operator that the wsst-
bound track was olear, after which the englne backed up to
Deahler on the eastbound track, Conduetor Cornwall and
Brakenan Bwith riding on the rear end of ths tender. 1t

was bout 11306 p. m. when the engine started %o back from
Hoytville ta Deshler. fthen about two miles from Deghler 1%
wet traln No. 8 golng east on the weatbound track, it having
been necegasry to run treain Ro., & against the current of
troffio beonuee of the eartbound %rack at DPeshler being
bloaked. %Train No. 6 had an order teo uase weatbhound track
from Deshler fo Gelaten, a station 7.2 wilea eaet of Hoytville,
The reason for erossing this trsln back to the eastbound traok
2% Onlatea instead of hoytville wap that the ersssover
switches at Gelatea are sontrolled frowm gn interlocking plant,
vhioch would oermit the trazin to oroes over withous ptopning,
while the orosesover awitoches st Hoytville sre hand thrown,
Immedistely after the accldent Conduator Allen and Flagmsn
Bullen of Train No. & exanined the weat oruesover switch,

and found 1t locked in the open posiSion., Az Brakenan Smith
of the extra trnin wns the last person sho handled the switoh
previous to the aocident, 1t ig evident that he falled to
alose 1% after his engine passed thrivugh.

This accldent dlaolosed a very uneafe operating condition
on this division of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, through
fallure $o provide lights on tralling point switshes., The
danger lnherent in this practios 1a enlishced by reseon of
the faot thet 1% is = comwon occurrense %o UN pagsenger and
faat freipht troine azsinst the ourrent of traffioc. ‘Yhore
traing e so run the trsiling i sitches heve thelir pointe
feaing an approsching irsxin, .no Yelag without lights to
indloate thelr position at nirht, an enginemsn sy rua into
an open switoh at hich & eed without the elightest warning,

ew in thlg sase.

Had the ersasover avitches a¥ Hoytville besn equipped
with lights it is n.at at all probable that thias acoidens
would have oscurred. i+ 2 there Deen a light on the awiteh
1t 18 extremely unlikely thuat 1t would have been left open
in the firss plaece, as voth Conducter Jornwall snd Zngineman
Laudby, ®ho hed their astenii-n directed to the awitoh while
wulting for Brakeman #mith to oloss xF wonld have no%ed the
orekeman's mistake and eorrected it, ﬁuﬁ even had all the
meubere of thila arsw £-lled %0 note the miagtske, the red
light on the switich cuuld orousbly have beern sesn by tha
snginemen cn train Ho. § = esufficient distznoe aeay to have
enabled hin %o bring Dla Yrain %0 s atop hefare Yeaching it.
There wae alero the aprrotor in the etatlion, omly about 300
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fect awoy from the gviteh, and #ith an uncbetrusted view
of 1%, who #sld he wos watolilng traln No. 8 approsching
and 47 there hed been & 1ight on the switeh he aould heve
notlasd 1t.

The practice of falling to provide lighte on trailing
gwitehge 1z not uniformly followed on this divisisn, as
upon investigation it wae found that on thet part of the
rosd lying within the State of Indiang sll switchee have
lighta, while on that part of the rosd lying within the
Ltnte of Uhlo gulte s number of the tralling swifched outaelde
of interlocking plante sre without lighta, No good pegson
onn be aseigned far thisz lack of uniforpity iAn preetilcs.

If lighta on tralling aelitohee sre not needed, there would

spom So be no oconalon for weAng them on serteipbortionsg of
the line and nat on others, and if they are needed a proner

{&Eﬁfﬂ ror safety psgquires thelr use on all portions of the
ine.

Brakamsn Spith entoered the sarvice of the Beltimore &
Ohio Rallirosd as a brgkeman on Pebrusry 13, 1913, leea than
two months before thias asccident. Previme %o that, for
rbout 8 monthas, he had besnh employed in the signal devartiment
of the roand, working on interlooking plante. He had made but
thiree trins over thiaz portion of the Chiocagoe Dvision previocus
to the trin he wsa awking on the dste of the accidens.

enginemnyn Lauby had had but two gonthe experlesnce as !
an enrinsman, but hef hed about geven years expsrlience ne
n Tirenan.

Conductoy Cornwall had had three yearas experiencs ng
5 conduator, snd geven yeare previoup experlence as »
brrkemnon.

Ho employse involved in this accident waes working in
violation 2f any of the proviglons af the hours of service
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