
# 0 , 133 
K»y 6, 1913 

In re investigation of atooidetit on the Baltimore 
& Ohio Railroad at ffoytvillcj, OMo, OR 

April 4, 1#13* 

On April 4, 1013, there a derailment of a pastenger 
train on the Saltiiaer^ ft Ohis Rflilrona at Hoytville, Ohio, 
r« milting in the do&th of 1 employep and X trespasser, &n<3 
the Injury of 16 pmmn%®vtnt 4 eaploysea and 1 traapaaeer, 

After investigation ->f this aoslftent the Chief Inspector 
of Safety Appliance rtr-arte follows J 

The Chicago Division of tlt̂  Baltimore A Ohio Rgilroed 
upon shlch this accident soourred, extends between Chicago 
Junoti^ Ohio, and South Chie«e©, 13linoin, a distcnc© of 
£SB,7 $lleg„ It is operated under th© block signal *y*tatsf 

sna ^ith the exe€pti'*n ;f fc*K> section* of single traok, 
aggregating 3# aiiles in length, Is «, double track line, 
B$t»een Boiith 3hies&3f Illinois, and £*bcocfc, Indiana, a tfleti-nee of ?d 3il?e, rnr1 not-reeii Stand ley *nd HasXar, a 
distance of 1£ ffill©s# jjiu*ciGifttic bloek signals &r# urn?,; the &.<ilc.nee of the division ic operated under the manual 
block eystea. 

The dftr̂ llefS trnin w^t t&stbgund p&ceen|;er train So. 
0 f hauled by engine Mo. ̂ ICC consisting of & etsel cara 
placed in the folio *irtfr jr'ier from the engine b&ofci 1 baggftKO 
ear, 2 e-oaeheg, 2 1'ulia-m Flopping e&re. At the tlae of the 
derall»*nt the tr:in Tar in charge of Conductor Allen and 
EBgineiuan R*ret* cm the ("«tu of the accident train So, 6 
left Chicago, 111., it-* irtl^ 1 v-rain*!, on tiiae, at $i4S 
p. a. It passed Deshlt-r, .hi., f*:e first station *e«*t of the 
point of der^itant, c* 51:1^ p.*iu, seven ainutes lata, antf 
was derailed by an tip-̂ n *«sir.; «jlnt e^ltch, about 30C feet 
•Brest of Koytvills st&tl ,n, s," stiles «&st of Eeeblar, at 
11126 p*au, *»hen ruimi-#. .cov:t 00 ailes per hour. 

At the time of the Ur lloont train Ho. S «%e proceeding 
eastward on the TO:tbu,nd 5 : 'Ci, a&sinst the current; of traffic* 
The open switch vitf the - i e» svitch of a eroBs~ov«r between 
the too tracks* It w&a »t trailing point switch ia th» 
direction of traffic. cr^ntover is a number 10, And la 
SCO feet long frora the s**i4.an point* on one truck to the 
•vitcn points on the other, *he engine left the r«ll« about 
10 tmt east of the fror *;o:nt In the t«gth»uRd track an4 
ran &croes the e&etbonvi i^i"k into the station n tallying 
«otaing to rest **lth itp h=?& end toward the tr&«k--^0O feet 

ooffiplstely wrecks^. The <*nRln<? tender turned -cowvletely 
frae ^h&rt it left thr rails. 



around and rested on its aide Just wast of the head and 
of the angina. The' bs&gags oar torn froia its trucks, 
but reis&inad upright, lyin^ across both traces in front of 
th© station. Tha flrat eo&oh rested on ita dido parallel 
with tha aastiJaund traate, about 30 faat to tha south* The 
saoond ao«oh torn tram ita truafta, but ren&inad upright, 

its haad and about tan faat south of the a&stbound 
tr&Qk and ita reap and on tha roadbed. Tha first Pullman 
slaspar * A S derailed, but raaained upright on th© roadbed, 
&nd only tha forward truoka of tha la&t Pullman alaeper ware 
derailed. Thf> forward angina truo&a baoaiaa dataohad froia 
tho angina, but raaalnad on tha raila and continual along 
th® eastbound traok for a distance of 1-3/4 B S I I G S from the 
pl&m of tha aooident, tshsra they ware found by a relief 
tr^in go in*? to tha rtv^ak. 

Tor & oanalderabla distance in both direstlona frost the 
point ot fl^rftilraent sh@ track ia straight and lev*?!. It ia 
laid -?ith 05 pound sterl raila 33 feet long, on onfe ties, 
IB ties to the r*ll. Ronfc ballast is used, and tha tmefc ia 
in #ood cundinion. 

On the night of the darsilaant an eastbound freight 
train, in oharp^ of Conductor Cornwall and Enginpinnn L^uby, 
«?hllc doing awitahlnc at &©shler, bro&a an at^ty tint oar go 
the.t it bloelrad tha eaatnaund sain traQ9c» and damaged an 
ad Joining aar lapdod *rt**h piling so that it eoulrt rut b# 
handled in olrarlnis the traflfc, and it baeaiae neeessary So 
t^ks th® dajsagaa onr to Hoytvilla to gat rid of it, Oondustor 
Cornwall, "-milnws&n Laulr/, and Hand Bra&asaan Saith proeaedefl 
So Soytvllio with tha damageA osrt leaving Flagman Davis at »e abler to protect the treln. Upon arrival fit Hsytvlll® tho 
©nglne and dassRed osr w$s baeteed through tha orasnovar onto 
th© westbound track and by ne&ns of a ehaln the oar was 
plaoad on a rmr ewitoh landing off from tha wagfcbound traek 
about 300 fast east of tha met oroasover e^ltoh. After 
disposing of the ear tha angina b&oftod up ovar tha crossover 
switch and Brajcesan Smith opened it to permit the angina ta 
run through onto shs eastbound track, wftils? tha eondueter 
opened th© awitoh the east and of tha crossover. After 
ph saing through the we at oroasover aw it eh Engl no Kan L&uby 
©topped hia angina between tha aroswaver switches and waited 
for flrafceman &»lth to close tha irwltQh. BralEaraan Sraith said 
that h© cloead tha switch and looked it, and Oonduator aomwall, 
vjtw was standing n<?&r She east â ltsoh said that ha waff 
"^atohlag the brsJcemsn and saw bio go through tha motions of 
closing Shs s^ltoh, but could not aay for sura that it w&a 
alosad, aa thera was no light on it to lndleate_£ta position. 
The angina stood botwaan tha oroaaoVar switahes until Brafcaamn 
Smith pasaed around on the flra^an'a aIda am? gave a proaeed 
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signal froa the head end. It then prodeeded out onto the 
easthound traok. Conductor Cornwall then vent into the 
telegraph office and Informed the operator that the weat-
bound traok was ele&r, after «hioh the engine backed up to 
£r abler on the eaatbound trselt, Conduator Cornwall and 
Brakeaan Saith riding on the rear end of the tender. It 
«&e bout 11106 p. a. when the engine • tar ted to bads frea 
Koytvllle to De shier. When about two silts from Deehler It 
net train Ho. 3 going east on the westbound traefc, It having 
been neoesaory to run train No. 6 against the current of 
trafflo because of the e&atteaund track, at Be abler being 
blocked, ¥raln No. 6 had an order to use westbound track 
froa Desbler to Sal&tea, a station 7.2 ©lies eaet of Hoytvllle. 
The reason for oroBning this train back to the eastbound track 
at delatea instead of hoytville w&e that the crossover 
dwitehee at O&latea are controlled frost »n interlocking plant, 
which would pensit the train to ©roes over without stopping, 
while the crossover switches at Koytvllle ©re hand thrown. 
Immediately after the accident Conduator Allen end Flagaen 
Mullen of frain No. 0 examined the weat crossover awitch, 
and found It looked in the open position. As Brakeman Seaith 
of the extra train ma the lest person efoo handled the awlteh 
previous to tha accident, it ie evident that he failed to 
clooe it After hie engine o&e&ed through. 

Ifhla accident dissoloeed a very uneefe operating condition 
on this divleslon of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, through 
failure to provide ll^hte on trailing point switchee* The 
danger inherent in this practice la enhanced by reagon of 
the fact that It in s oorotaon occurrence to run paeeenger and 
faet freight trains against the current of traffic. *$ier® 
trains * B so run the trailing -i -rochee have their points 
f&aing an approaching tr^ln, ,.n.i 5elng without lights to 
Indicate their position ni; ht, fin englneaan »ay run into 
an open switch at h%rh rr eed without the alighteet warning, 
& R In thie ease. 

Mad the crossover fĵ itchea at Hoytville been equipped 
with lighte it i@ n 1; at all probable that this accident 
would have occurred, h d th*̂ r« been a light on th© evltoh 
it is extremely unlikely that U would have been left open 
in the first place, as ooth Conductor Oorrotall end Sngine&an 
Lauby, who h«d their attention directed to the awltoh *hlle 
siting for Urekeraan irilth to close it, would have noted the 
ferftteeeian'a mistake ami sarraoted it, VBut even had ell the 
»©moere of this orsv? filled to note the mistake, the red 
light on the switch aoulej oroo&oly have been eeen by the 
enginemen on train Ho. tt s efficient di&tanoen$^&y to hare 
enabled hlra to tiring trtin to a atop before reaching it. 
There wee also the opf-rntor in the station, only about 300 
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feet swfiy frofii the e«?ltoh, and *ith an unobstructed vltw 
of It, ̂ ho aaltl h© was watching train So, S approaching 
and if there had baon & light on the strife oh he wul<I have 
not load it* 

The praê eiae of failing to provide lights on trailing 
switches is not uniformly followed on this division, as 
upon investigation it w&e found that on that part of the 
ro^d lying within the State of Indians all ê itchfle have 
lights, while on that psrt of the ro&a lying within the 
ctnto of Ohio quite & nuiaoer of the trailing switch®** outai&e 
of Interlocking plants &re without lights* Ho good: reason 
o*m be gsgl^nea for this lack of uniformity in practise. 
If lights on trailing nwitohaa are n̂ t noodod, ther® irauld 
aeora to bo no oee*ifiion for «&ing tfttta on c«rtsl^?ortionfl of 
the line and not on othorat and if they are needed a proper regrirtf for safety requires their use on all portions of the 
Hie. 

Brakesman 3aieh entered the rĵ rvioe of the Baltimore & 
Ohio Railroad as a brakeman on February 13, 1013, loea than 
tm> aonthe before this accident. Previous to that, for 
nbout S month*!, he had been employed in the signal department 
of the rortd, working on Interlocking plnnto. He hud taadt &ut 
thrse trius ov©r this portion of the Chicago Division previous 
to the trio he me sinking on the date of the accident. 

Englnesitn L&ufry had harS but %m months experience as 
an enpine&an, hut hiM haft about seven years exparlcnca &a 
a fireman. 

Conductor Cornwall had had three years experience us 
a conductor, and e&ven years previous experience) m & 
hpakeiaen. 

No ©Eployew involved in thie aooident working in 
violation if any of the provisions of th© hours of e^rvioo 


