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INTE=3TATE COMIERCE CO.0TISSION

THs DIHHC“OP 07 THZ ZURZAU OF SAFr
O OF AW ACCIDEYT VIICH OCCURREIT
TO RAILROAD AY GUFFWY, PA,, OV T

TY IN RY INVISTI-
N TFE IALTINORE
0T 3Tf 11, 1227

RIPCRT OF
C

JAnuary 33, 1938.

To the Cormission

Ox Decemper 11, 13737, thaere 'as a derailireat of a pae-
senser t:21n o2 the Baliiore aal QOhio Rarlroad at Guifey, Pa
rhich resulted 1a the deoth of 1 e~oloves and the i1ajucy of 13
prseengers aad 3 euplcoyees. The 1avesti~-etion of this accident
was .rade 1n ccajuncbion vitih a relregestac ve of the Puslic

Service Comrissica of Pransylvenla

bl

Locaticn and methnd of owera.i1oa

This sccident occurred oo tae River Sus-divi-ioa ol the
Pittsourzh Division, extcroi-g betveen Couanellsville and
Pittsourgh Pa., a distance of 52.5 milez, 1a tae viclalty of
the po11t of accident this 1s a doble-track line over which
traias are operated by time-tasle, troia oiders ead an antomatlc
bloch-signal systen The poiat of accideat was adout 130 feel
weat of Guffey Station, =pproacal ~ this poilat fro- the ezg.,
becraiing at sicnal W-303-03 toe trick 1s tn wagent for & distaace
of bbl feeu, followed by a compowd curve to The lefs 2,100
feel 1a length varyrae 1a curvature froo 10 30' to 59 30t the
accident occurring on tnls <ciurve 538.5 feetv from 1< leaviag
end, where the curvature 1s at 1ts maxiol The grade 1s prac-
t1cally level At the poilat of accident tae track 1s on a Till
a>out 3% feet 1n heipght.

The track is laid with 100-poaad rails, 33 feet 1a lenpgth,
wita 18 treated wshite oak ties to the rail-lenzth, dovble-spl ked
oa the 1nside aad single-spiked on the outside of eacn rall, tie-
plated. Six-polt angle vars are used, aac there are four anti-
rall creeners to each rail-leasth  The track 1g ballasted witn
Sv0.1¢ to a depth of 24 1nches and 18 walatolaed generally in
—ood condirtion

It was ralecing at the tine of the accident, vaich
occurred at 10.03 »D. m.
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Descrintion

Westoowad pacsenZer train ¥»o. 19 cousilgited o one com-

"L1atiocn hazrere agns pascenger car, one coach, ~ne Pullman parler
ar, an? three Pullran sleepilas cars, 14 wac o.cel .aved, hauled
~Y e 1ie BO35, and Was 11 chavge oF Coaductor s21iy and Tagiane-

3cltvz.  This train passed Vista Tower, fae lest opea office,
2t 10 p.1., one miaute late, and vas derailed at Guifey, 1.

8 Jelond, while traveling =2t a specd estiaated to hav
pztween 35 aand 40 miles mer aour.
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The enpine was derailed to the ancrth aid came to rest on
1te vigat zide headed diaronally awey frou Aad clear ol ¢-e
vtack, V1t 1ts froat end buried 14 an e~baig-ent, while che
teacer remailned uoriont ceross the track The comBiomat1on car
alsc renaiaed uvpright acrocs bue track, just back of tnc icader,
witle vhe coach wag 1n an unsright mosition viih 1ts Tenr end on
vaie road osed aad ito frornt ead azainst a caang 2t the ead ol vhe
T111 20 the outside of the cursve Tne erler car camc te rest
pe1allel with the track at aa anzle of 45% to the sout: or lelt,
vhe leading palr of wheels of the leacdiag truck of the Tirst
gleenlar car vas also derailed The e mloyee killed vas the

-

2O TR SETAnN.

Summary o1 evidenaco

¢

Enginvwan Bel tad that he had wade ceveral anplica-
t1oas of the air hraxees, the lagt oae avout ore-halfl mile cast
of Guffey, »a¢ that he vas rosumiag anvezl spced whea 218 énzihe
appearcd to rise ond ne “as Lthrown out of the cao wiadow. Tue
headlizht on the engiac was burniar »ut he ¢le aot netice say
oneg 1ni the vicinlty and he <caid he 2al 10 Farniag ol aay Xind
belfore .he accident occurred. He estinated the sgpeed ol iis
train at the time of the accideat to nave ocen 38 or 40 wiles.
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Firesan Eadler stated that he observed a clear =si-nal at
Shanetl , one-half mile cast of Gurifev, and had jusc aociced tae
next signal, west of the point of cccident,ng veln. 1a the clear
pogrtion waen tae accideat occuried Alter wgeervainin- that
tne train ves wrotected 14 wotn directions and asgistiac viich
tae 1ajured,nc .ade aan examipation of oo track, maoich vas
aoout Z0 miautes later, 817 near the froat trucxt of tuc fourth
car a¢ found thet a rei1l Joint on the higa sice of tns curve
had secn disconnecled and thot the rairls were slignily seperated
All of the »o0lts usd been rcemoved froo the ancle bars, 2ad the
gacle Dare, Lolsa ead nuts ' ere found lying closé bv, Tio dolts
aad 20 gigns of the tarcads having becn siraipued.  He alse
fouad ancotner joint waere the anclc havs 'rere held 1a >loceo Dy
only Swo golts, the other bDolts and aute Delang found lyiag cn
T ceecl, aand de sald there sooearced tohe ac soikes wuolding
the r211.  The statemnculs o7 Coiguctor Kelly =zad Flagaan Dicnl
brousht ont nothing additiouel of xmporvaaegs. Conductor Loexhari,
off duty aad ridiaz oa tae trzia as 2 pessencer, 8217 ac did
not walke a complete exe.inatici of the traclk Lut ne corerved
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that uader tne fourth car 1a the tio1a, thac frood cnd
walcoh vas derarled, tae oazle vars hed been roemoved T
Joint and taat toae apiXes were pulled® [ro- the rail,
verc lv.ng 1as1de of the rail.

o)
roa1 the
t'e Dolts

Dietriet Master Car 3uilder Mallcer, v"ao was ridirar, 12 the

torvd car 1a the troia, stated that slte. ascertarriay Shet tue
treia vas nronerly PTOuLCued S0 o102 Whab he gounld to cttaln
a 1ellcf traia, aac Ppscirtla, Tnc nasscasers wo lae relief
crain, e “cub bacs to look for eviac.ace of tne couse of the

1de He wasg jJoxacd by District 2miler Iaspector Poole,
Wno vas olSO 2 passcarer on bue trala, aad npen exeamindtion cf
the troack 1t vas tound tnet °ll tie Dolts ind becn reaoved from
cae of the joiats. The nuts had ocea put wack oa the solts
WALCh 1 gre Inund lyiis weside the 7ciat, " aile the spikes had
seen pulled froa the 71l oa the niza cice of tae curve, Hesu
of the joias, t1is ,01.a% "as wader the third cer 1a tns tralin
A liccle Iater nn11le makaine a second cxariaasicl of the tracsk,
187Trict Magter Car 2uslder “iller icunw @ Joint usder the Fourth
ccr 1a the train vith Tour onolts ruroveo 2a] lyla. acar the
rall; o o Molts re mined 1n ithe joiat, one 1ih the gut wissing

and one ita the aut 1a place He theoa welied »esi™ard and
found all solts romoved Iro. & tarid jJorat, located ac the veat
end o« che £911 fron raich all tae eplice and beea resoved.
Examwmiaotion of the =piics 1adicated tazt all of tnea had sz2en

L

pulled wilh o c¢lav bar Al the second disconnected jJo1.t, ab
the east cnd of tac va1l fro . valeh the epikes had oncen roaoved,
cné oucride angls bar  as found oo the c.de ol toe tics close to
vhe ra1l aad tle 1ugide £a~le har a2z 1.0 2lac. closc to toco

rall ""1ih oac solke partly dra-n, o2 recerviang cad of ftae rail

T4 41

cast or receiviag end o
wnecl und dropped oo tlu 1a9:de o1 tnhe rmarl.  Tae tieg Vere 1n
=o0d coadition and cast ol tae moLit o) eccident taere Vere o
ﬂuLLS oa the fti1es nr roadocd Lo 11dicesce casrt anybniac nec secn
locse or draggiar from .ac train Yo »lgo scated thot et tne
Tirst Jornt the beond sizceg vare 1atact Thze ctatcaents of
District 3oiler Iaspector Proule suoctaaticted chose of maremeres
Masvcer Cor 3uilder #1lle: as to ctnc coadicelon ol tac second
Joins, alch was the only postion of tnac track insmected Ly ufr
Pcole.

had be2a noved outl ard ﬁanuc 3 1rcrnls At .ac sexu or third
dlsGOﬂnecte‘ Joias, procerdize  ecsb erd, th. carle hars vere
lying aear the ralle axa berond tals mol, b the teack nad beon
torn up v taw deiailcd coulps oat Tne 21l I'rot v hich the
solnes Led becn dreva as 20t daiwmsco. Ta o Jiret rerrc of dé-
rallueas ere oa Tao oeuce girde of tho bese of the rail [rows
vaich $ne spilee hnd occn revoved, © gwort Ziscaace fro- che

G 1o roll, and tacy 1adicated wnae A

[=nig

2

Track " plker Poaa oad Track Toroannn Caivitty scated woat
tuey nad dcoca over this sccvion of trecs the dey-nrovious to Lac
accideat, Savurday, aad founc cverythii, 1a -“ocod ceacitlon,
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Track Tfalker Pcna 2lsn -aid that he docs aot patrol the track
on Sundavg aad than ~o had nat becn nca~ th ooiat of accicdent
during tue day. Taec ectacerents of Track Foseman Chiwvitti cor-
roverates curac o the ovhers witneuses 2s to tne nananer™ 1. hich
¢nc track had been tampcicd vith, <nc ¢ stated that 1a nils
ominion the discoaaectiny of the joiwts fad cxe nulling of the
gpikes wag donc Hv a pAld cxperieaced 11 track vork, Track
Suncrvisor Sclrani stated that at tne firvet 7o012%t, fro1 hich
focr of the six solts nad been reumsved, che Dalt on the leaving
cad of the rall wag inatact but ehoved that aa cflfort had Deen
macde to rerove the act as 1t had beea dasaged as 1f struck with
a henmer. Tne nus vaz ofl the rereinilng bollt but the solt did
noet cowe ~ut on accouat of the fact trat the rail had vpalled up
agdinsc tne bolt nad 1t "as wmrossivle to rcaove 1% After
cxamiaing the next tro jeiants, froo . 11ch 3ll the volts had
acen recoved, ke craxlzd ander oae of toc coaches and louad one
Joiat on tntlow side of the curve “1uax whe wolts entirely rcmoved,
she volte v o2re vissiny, possibly coverad witn dirt and Callast,
ot the angle bars were Lying cloagsice the tairl. This jolad
was setmeca the joints on the ni~h side of the curve Zrow waich
=Ll 25lts had been remdved. Track Supervicor Schramm fTurihoer
9.ctcd that he thought Lne dersilacot occurrcd atv the sccond
L10t.

A carefvl 1anpection of the traclk for drstance of about
3 300 feet cagl of the poiat of accideat disclosed no marcks on

crack Lo 1ndicatc that accthins had been drasging from ine
srcv, and mcasuremcents of tne track Zor a distance of aoout 12
cril-lenptas cast of the poizt ol accideat, taken at cach rail
10125 the rall joints weiax stag_oercd, <isclosed vhe Jaurte,
aliacrent aad superelcvetion %o we 1a nod coandition.
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Inepection of thc ecagine nrcels for TMlAnge wear axd otner
deTects discloced acthi:, “hich gould have coatributed to the
accurrence L0 tae accideont

m

Ir1s accidert 2s caased 2y walicious tearpoering ath the
TTEC K

The 1awvesticatioa developed that ot tour rail joiats the
and nats had been rewoved, taree na tac high or worth side
ne carve aad oae o tae south sicde, at tne Tfirst rzil joint
¢ aortin side the aisle bar wae held 1o place 'vita 4 o Solts,
2 geecold goluat on voae aorth side all the Bolts had becn Te-
w0ved and the outside engle onar was lying oa the track vith the
1as1de anzle var close to the rail vith oac spike partly out and
aac one rail vest of thie goist noved anrintaid about 3 1aches,
tue sniles 12viag Decn romoved Troe e oufcade of this r3il for
1ts eatire length, all vhe Dolts awne auts wad been roumoved from
vhe toird Joint 92n ihe norda <1oe and also from o Jolic oa the
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gouth gade, opposite the 121l wrich hra becn moved outward. The
marlks on Lhe 1aside basc »f this rail 1,dicated that a wheel or
wheels hod dropped on vhe 1aside ol fae rail, causing the accideatd
At the time of this 1avestigation 1+ ana a0t Peea deterined oy
wiow Rhe trae was taered rith

mloyees 1a-

Al the time of the acecileat o of thne ¢
T tnc provigioons of

s

volved nad ocen oa duaty 1o violation 2T aAny o
s noues of scrvice law

Recoectfully gubomitted,

7 ™ BORLAND,

Director.



