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INTERSTATE COMMENCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR CF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF All ACCIDENT MEIG'A OCCURRED ON 
THE BALTIKCRtS & OHIO RAILROAD AT GAITHERSBURG, MD., 
ON IiARCH 14, 1925. 

J u l y 7, 19?5 . 

To the Commission. 

On Ka^'ch 14, 1925, a p a s s e n g e r t r a i n on tne B a l t i ­
more & O H I O R a i l r o a d s t r u c k an a u t o m o b i l e on F r e d e r i c k Road 
a t a g rade c r o s s i n g a t G a i t h e r s b u r g , Md. , T h i s a c c i d e n t r e ­
s u l t i n g in the d e a t h o f two l a d i e s wno w « r e occupants o f 
the a u t o m o b i l e , Th ip I n v e s t i g a t i o n was 1 ade r t aken a f t e r the 
Commas ion had r e c e i v e d a communicat ion fr-on <? nenber o f the 
f a c u l t y o^ Hood C o l l e g e , F r e d e r i c k , l i d . , of w m c h f a c u l t y the 
l a d i e s who \ e r e k i l l e d In t h i s a c c i d e n t were a l s o numbers; 
i n t h i s communicat ion tho v i n w i T a s e x p r e s s e d t ha t t h^s a c c i ­
den t was duo to the ^ a c t t ha t n ic w a t c h m n s t a t i o n e d a t t h a t 
c r o s s i n g need a g r eon i n s t e a d o f a red, l ^ y h t as a s t o p s i g n a l 
f o r h ighway t r a f f i c * 

At the g rade c ros t3n_ /here t h i s a c c l i e n t o c c u r r e d 
the h ighway runs a o i r e x i l a t e l y n o r t h and south and the r a i l ­
road e a s t and v e s t . I no a u t o m o o i l c I n v o l v e d aar: nor thbound 
w h i l e the t r a i n was running wescward . A p n r o a c h i n g the c r o s s ­
ing from the south tho hi _hway i s s t r a i g h t a n d uhe i r i e w o f 
the c r o s s i n g u n o b s t r u c t e d f o r a d i s t a n c e o f Toproxiintely a 
t h i r d o f n m i l e . T r e e s and b u i l d i n g s to the r ^ g h t o f th-1 

highway o b a t r u c c the v i e w o f the r a i l r o a d t r a - ^ to^a^u tne 
c a s t , a l t h o u g h a t v a r i o u s p o i n t s on the n ighway v i t n i n i 
thousand f e e t o f the c r o s s i n g p a r t s o f tne r a x i r o a l c a s t of 
the c r o s s i n g can be seen , and f o r a d i s t a n c e o f about 150 f e e t 
f rom the c r o s s i n g chere i s a c l e a r v i e w from the hi~h T ay o f 
the r a i l r o a d t^ack e a s t w a r d f r o r tne c r o s s i n g p r a c t i c a l l y t o 
the s t a t i o n SOJUP 1500 f e e t d i s t a n t . A p p r o a c h i n g the c r o s s i n g 
from the e a s t , tho t r a c k i s t a n g e n t f rom a p o i n t some d i s t a n c e 
e a s t o i the s t a t i o n . A t t h i s c r o s s i n g oho r a i l r o a d i s a 
d o u o l c - t r a c k l i n e , a n d the h ignway in en o i l - o o u r d macadam r o a d , 
b o t h the t r a c k and tne n ighway b e n g m a i n t a i n e d i n good c o n ­
d i t i o n . 

The e r o s n i n ^ i s p r o t e c t e d ry a s i g n a l l o c a t e d n e a r l y 
200 f e e t south o f the c r o s s i n g , which g i v e s a red f l a c h m g 
s i g n a l as a w a r n i n g x o m o t o r i s t s t n a t they a re a p p r o a c h i n g a 
r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g , a l s o by two r e d f l a s h - l i g h t n g n a l s , l o c a t e d 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 50 f e e t from the n e a r e s t t - a c k , which a re l i g h t e d 
a l t e r n a t e l y , g i v i n g che a s p e c t o f a s w i n g i n g red l i g h t , when­
e v e r a t r a i n i s a p p r o a c h i n g the c r o s s i n g , t h e s e l a t t e r s i g n a l s 
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a re c o n t r o l l o d a u t o m a t i c a l l y by t r a c k c i r c u i t s , the c o n t r o l 
c i r c u i t s e x t e n d i n g t o a p o i n t a p p r o x i m a t e ] y a m i l e e a s t o f 
the c r o s s i n g . A watchman I s o l s o s t a t i o n e d a t t h i s c r o s s i n g 
oeCween the nours o f 7 . 0 0 a.m. m d 9 ,00 p . m . , who d u r i n g tho A 
day t ime d i s p l a y s a s t o o d i s c h e l d In h i s hand whenever i t I s 
not s a f e f o r h ighway t r a f f i c to p r o c e e d o v e r the c r o s s i n g , 
and a f t e r dark uso3 a g r e e n l a n t e r n f o r the purpose o f g i v i n g 
s i g n a l s to g o v e r n h ighway t r a f f i c . 

The a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t about 5 .30 p . m . ; a t t h a t 
t ime the w e a t h e r was p a r t l y c l o u d y , t w i l i g h t was f a l l i n g and 
l i g h t s wore b e g i n n i n g to be u sed . 

The t r a i n i n v o l v e d was l o c a l p a s s e n g e r t r a i n N o . 37, 
c o n s i s t i n g o f a l o c o m o t i v e and fou r c a r s , w i t h Conductor 
Deave r s and Engine man PuLiphrey i n c h a r g e . T h i s t r a i n l e f t 
Washington a t 5.15 p . m . , nade a s t a t i o n s t op a t G-ai thersburg 
a t 6 .29 p . m . , d e p a r t e d about h a l f a minute l a t e r , and had 
a t t a i n e d a speed o f 25 o^ 30 m i l e s p e r hour when the a c c i d e n t 
o c c u r r e d . 

The a u t o r o b i l e wae p roceed ing , nor thward on che h ighway 
and when a p p r o a c h i n g tne c r o s s i n g was runn ing a t a speed o f 25 
or 30 m i l e s an hour ; I t was d r i v e n p a s t b o t h f l a s h - l i g h t s i g n a l s , 
which w e r e o p e r a t i n g p r o p e r l y , p a s t the c r o c k i n g watchman who 
was s t a n d i n g on the h ighway g i v i n g s t o p s i g n a l s w i t h h i s g r e e n 
l a n t e r n , and upon the t r a c k d i r e c t l y I n f r o n t o f the a p p r o a c h ­
i n g t r a i n . The l o c o m o t i v e p i l o t s t r u c k the a u t o m o o i l e , a Fo rd 
coupe , Just In f r o n t o f the r i g h t r e a r w h e e l , and th rew i t t o 
the n o r t h s i d e of the t r a c k . One o f the occupants o f the c a r 
was i n s t a n t l y k i l l e d w h i l e tho o t h e r d i e d e h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d 
w i t h o u t r e g a i n i n g c o n s c i o u s n e s s . The a u t o m o b i l e was b a d l y 
damaged. 

A c c o r d i n g t o s t a t e m e n t s made by nenbera o f the t r a m 
c rew, the e l e c t r i c h e a d l i g h t o f the l o c o m o t i v e was b u r n i n g 
b r i g h t l y , the b e l l was r i n g i n g and a c r o s s i n g w h l s t i c - s i g n a l 
was sounded a s h o r t d i s t a n c e o a s t of tho c r o s s i n g . The e n g i n e -
man d i d no t see the a u t o m o b i l e b e f o r e the a e n d e n t o c c u r r e d 
as i t was r p p r o o c h m g f rom the o p p o s i t e s i d e . The f i r e m a n was 
s i t t i n g on h i s s c a t - b o x and saw the a u t o m o b i l e a p p r o a c h i n g the 
c r o s s i n g a t a speed o f 25 o r 30 m i l e s an hour and saw the c r o s s ­
i n g watchman s i g n a l l i n g the d r i v e r t o s t o p , the a u t o m o b i l e was 
then about 500 f e e t f rom the c r o s s i n g and the t r a i n was about 
the same d i s t a n c e f rom the e r o s b i n g . Tne a u t o m o b i l e c o n t i n u e d 
t o approach tho c r o s s i n g w i t h o u t r e d u c i n g apced, h o w e v e r , ond 
when he r e a l i z e d , i t woe g o i n g upon the c r o p p i n g ahead o f tho 
t r a i n the f i r eman c a l l e d a warn ing to the engmoman who 
i m m e d i a t e l y a p p l i e d the o r rkea In emergency , and the t r a i n came 
to s t o p i r i t h the r e a r ca r on the c r o s s i n g . Other members o f 
the t r a i n c rew knew n o t h i n g o f uhc a c c i d e n t y n c i l the b r a k e s 
were a p p l i e d in emergency . 



The c r o s s i n g 'o i tollman s t a t e d t h a t uho f l a s h - l i g h t 
s i g n a l s were o p e r a t i n g p r o o c r l y .and he saw the l o c o m o t i v e 
h e a d l i g h t b e f o r e the t r a i n s t o p p e d a t the s t a t i o n ; he t o o k 
h i s p o s i t i o n on the n ighway a t the c r o s s i n g b e f o r e the t r a i n 
l o f t the s t a t i o n and he hoard the c r o s s i n g t h i s t l e s i g n a l 
a h o r t l y a f t e r tho t r a i n l o f t the s t a t i o n . A t about t h a t t i r e 
nc saw tho a u t o m o b i l e a p p r o a c h i n g . As i t nca red the c r o s s i n g 
ho began t o uavo h i s g r e e n l a n t e r n , and as i t c o n t i n u e d t o 
approach ho waved h i s l a n t e r n more v i o l e n t l y and shouted t o 
the d r i v e r n o t bo t r y to pnsr o v e r the c r o s s i n g . I n s t e a d o f 
s t o p p i n g , n o w e v e r , tho apeod seemed to be i n c r e a s e d , and he 
s t e p p e d to one s i d e to a v o i d b e i n g s t r u c k by the a u t o m o b i l e . 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c l o s e d tha t the d r i v e r o f the a u t o ­
m o b i l e was a young woman aoout 30 y e a r s o f a g e . She o"timed the 
c a r and had had s e v e r a l years? 1 o x n e r l e n c e as an a u t o m o b i l e 
d r i v e r . 2 a r l i e r i n t.jo day she and he r companion had d r i v e n 
from F r e d e r i c k to U a s h i u g t o n to do some shopp ing , on the r e t u r n 
t r i p they s topped to c a l l upon a f r i enu . i n the suburbs o f 
Wash ing ton , who s a i d t h e y did no L EL pucar p a r t i c u l a r l y conce rned 
about g c t c l n g bam. q u i c k l y and t h e r e was n o t h i n g to s u g g e s t 
t h a t the d r i v e r was not in p r o n e r menta l and p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n 
t o o p e r a t e h e r ca r s a f e l y . 

On the day f o l l o w i n g the a c c i d e n t an i n q u e s t was h e l d , 
the v e r d i c t o f the c o r o n e r 1 a j u r y beirp" tna t the occupan t s c f 
the a u t o m o b i l e "came to t n e i r dea th by t h e i r own n e g l i g e n c e . " 

I t i s apparen t from the i n v e s t i g a t i o n t ha t t h i s accid.en 
was caused by the au tomob i l e b e i n g d r i v e n upon the c r o s s i n g 
d i r e c t l y in f r o n t o f the a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n . "Jh.ile the r e a s o n 
f o r the a u t o m o b i l e b e i n g d r i v e n upon the c r o s s i n g i s no t a 
m a t t e r a lmos t w n o l l y o f c o n j e c t u r e as b o t h of the o c c a p r n t s wer 
k i l l e d , p o s s i b l e r e a s o n s have boon g i v e n c a r e f u l s tudy w i t h a 
v i e w o f a r r i v i n g a t some c o n c l u s i o n i n r e s p e c t to means w i i c h 
might bo taken to p r e v e n t Jie o c c u r r e n c e o f s i m i l a r a c c i d e n t s 
i n f u t u r e . 

Ono t h e o r y vdriic, h was advanced i T as f i a t tho 1=1 r i v e r 
s t e p p e d on the a c c e l e r a t o r , by m i s t a k e , I i n t e n d o f tho ora,ke, 
o r t n a t t h ° b roke or o t h e r o a r t of tha r cchan i sm ocenmc i n ­
o p e r a t i v e and prevented, tho d r i v e r f rom p r o p e r l y c o n t r o l l i n g 
the c a r . The re was no e v i d e n c e to suppor t t h i s t h e o r y . E y e ­
w i t n e s s e s of the a c c i d e n t ? c e t o i m a t the d r i v e r d i d no t 
appear t o be making any e f f o r t to a t o o o r r ~ d ; c c spoed, and 
w h i l e the a u t o m o b i l e wot. b a d l y damaged exam-motion suoacquent 
to the a c c i d e n t did, n o t m d m r t e t h a t p r i o " „o the a c c i d e n t 
t h e r e was any d e f e c t i n the or . ikos or o t h e r ' cellar.: sm. 
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Ano"trier t n e o r y was t h a t the d r i v e r was r a c i n g the 
t r a i n m an a t t e m p t to c r o s s the -crack b e f o r e che t r a i n 
r e a c h e d the c r o s s i n g . The s t a t e m e n t o f the c r o s s i n g watchman 
in a measure suppor t s t h i s t h e o r y as he s a i d t ha t in s p i t e 
o f the s t op s i g n a l s which w e r e d i s p l a y e d the 5 n c n d o f the 
a u t o m o b i l e as i t n e a r e d the c r o s s i n g seemed t o i n c r e a s e . I t 
appears s c a r c e l y c r e d i b l e t h a t tho d r i v e r o f t h i s a u t o m o b i l e 
was unaware o f the dange r o f p r o c e e d i n g upon the c r o s s i n g , as 
she had f i r s t tho warn ing o f the f l a s h i n g s i g n a l i n d i c a t i n g 
t h a t she was a p p r o a c h i n g a r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g , s e c o n d l y , the 

T ~arnlng of the f l a s h i n g r e d s i g n a l s a t the c r o s s i n g i n d i c a t i n g 
t ha t a t r a i n was a p p r o a c h i n g , t h i r d l y , the warn ing o f the 
C r o s s i n g watenman who was s t a n d i n g in tho roadxray s i g n a l l i n g 
and c a l l i n g t o h e r not t o c r o s s o v e r , and l a s t l y t h e r e was a 
c l e a r v i e w o f the a ,pproachlng t r a i n f o r airplc d i s t a n c e f r o n 
the c r o s s i n g t o enab le h e r to s t o o . Fu r the rmore , t h e r e was 
a n o t h e r h i a h v a y p a r a l l e l i n g tne r a i l r o a d i n t o nh i ch she c o u l d 
have d i v e r t e d the a u t o m o b i l e t o a v o i d p r o c e e d i n g upon the 
c r o s s i n g i f f o r any r e a s o n sua bad been unable to s t o p . I f i t 
were not f o r the f rea .uent o c c u r r e n c e of a c c i d e n t s o f t h i s 
c h a r a c t e r w h i G h are a p p a r e n t l y caused by a u t o m o b i l e d r i v e r s 
a t t e m p t i n g t o c r o s s d i r e c t l y i n f r o n t o f a p p r o a c h i n g t r a i n s , 
i t wou ld be a l m o s t e q u a l l y i i c r e d i D l e t n a t tho d r i v e r o f t h i s 
a u t o m o b i l e wou ld p r o c e e d upon the c r o s s i n g had she f u l l y 
r e a l i z e d the c i r c u m s t a n c e s , she had r e a c h e d an age o f m a t u r i t y 
and a t t a i n e d a p o s i t i o n o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , she had had c o n ­
s i d e r a b l e e x p e r i e n c e as nr. a u t o m o b i l e d r i v e r , and h e r r e p u t a ­
t i o n a s a s a f e d r l v o i \-ps p"Ood, she had d r i v e n o v e r t h i s c r o s s 
Ing on p r e v i o u s o c c a s i o n s and no d.oubt was s u f f i c i e n t l y 
f a m i l i a r w i t h the l o c a t i o n and na tu re of t h i s c r o s s i n g to 
r e a l i z e t h a t she shou ld , as a m a t t e r o f o r d i n a r y and r e a s o n ­
a b l e p r e c a u t i o n , approach tho c r o s s i n g w i t h h e r ca r under com­
p l e t e c o n t r o l . So f a r i s c o u l d be l e a r n e d , t h e r e was no 
r e a s o n f o r h a s t e in a r r i v i n g a t h e r d e s t i n a t i o n , and c e r t a i n l y 
n o t h i n g which w a r r a n t e d t i e r i s k o f a t t e m p t i n g _o c r o s s t h e 
t r a c k in f r o n t o f che a p p r o a c i i n g t r a i n . 

The t h i r d t h e o r y which has been advanced i s t h a t t h e 
s i g n a l s w h l e n were d i s p l a y e d a t t h i s c r o s s i n g wore m i s l e a d i n g 
or c o n f u s i n g . There were two r o d s i g n a l s o f the f l a s h i n g -
l i g h t t y p o , one o n tlio h ighway i n d i c a t i n g t h e approach t o a 
c r o s s i n g rind the o t h e r a t tho c r o s s i n g i n d _ i c o t i n g t h a t a t r a i n 
was a l s o a p p r o a c h i n g . The re was not ' .ung c o n f u s i n g about ' 
t he se two s i g n a l s , a l t h o u g h IC T P G n o t e d _ n a t uhe f o r m e r , 
because o f i t s l o c a t i o n , acmewhat obscured the v i e w o f the 
l a t t e r , anc t hose two s i g n a l s >nould have g i v e n ample wa rn ing 
to the d r i v e r o f t h i s n u t j ^ o b i l ^ to b e p r e p a r e d to s_op s n o r t 
o f the c r o s s i n g . However , the a top s i g n a l s o f t h e c r o s s i n g 
watenman were 6 i v e n by w a g i n g a g r e e n l i g h t and the s u g g e s t i o n 
has been node t h a t because g r e e n l i a i i t s are in many p l a c e s 
used to s i g n a l s t r e e t and h ignway t r a f f i c +o "GO" tne d r i v e r 
c f the a u t o m o b i l e i n v o l v e d in t h i s a c c i d e n t may have m i s -
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m x e r p r e t c d xhe c r o s s i n g watchman's s i g n a l ? and unde r s tood 
t h a t he was wav ing f o r h e r t o cone on, Whether o r no t t h e r e 
I s any f o u n d a t i o n i r f a c t f o r t h i s theory i s w h o l l y a n a t t e r 
o f c o n j e c t u r e , but even assaming t h a t i t was w e l l founded , 
tne f a c b remains ih.at the a p p r o a c h i n g G r a i n ca r s i n t o f u l l 
vi^yr yhon the a u t o p c b i l o was f a r enough back T O bo s t o p p e d 
o e f o r e r e a c h i n g tne c r o s s i n g . The B a l t i m o r e & Ohio R a i l r o a d 
Company 1 c i n s t r u c t i o n s co h ighway c r o s s i n g watchmen p r o v i d e 
i n p a r t as f o l l o w s . 

( b ) When a t r a i n i s a p p r o a c h i n g , Watchmen 
must p l a c e t h e m s e l v e s in the midd l e o f tho h i g h ­
way near the track and w i l l d i s p l a y a s t o p d i s c 
by day, h o l d i n g i t in an u p r i g h t p o s i t i o n s o 
t h a t die f l a t s i d e w i ] 1 p l a i n l y appear to any 
p e r s o n a p p r o a c h i n g on the h i g h w a y . By n i g h t , 
or when d i s c cannot he p l a i n l y seen , they w i l l 
t axo tho sane p o s i t i o n an - 1 p r o t e c t the c r o a s m g 
w i t n n GREEN l a r p . 

The unc o f g r e e n l i g h c s f o r t h i s purpose hns boon the 
p r a c t i c e o n the B i l t i m j r e & Ohio and oc l i c r r a i l r o a d s f o r many 
y e a r s , che r e a s o n f o r Mi use o f g r e e n inestCcia o f red. no doubt 
b e i n g t ha t the engineman o f an a p p i o a c h m g t r f i n w m l d be 
l i k o l y to m i s t a k e n s i g n a l to h ighway t r a f f i c , i f g i v e n by 
means of a r e d l i g h t , as a s i g n a l f o r him t ) s top L i s t r a m . 
However , s i n c e g r e e n l i g h t s have c e r e i n t o ti newnr t g e n e r a l use 
as p r o c e e d s i g n a l o f o r s t r e e t and h ighway G r v . f f i c , p ro t o e fcs 
ha"vG been r e c e i v e d , a g a m s t che co ' i c inuoa use ^ f g r e e n l i g r t s 
f ° r g i v i n g j t c p s i g n a l s a t g r r d c c r o s s i n g s . W i t h i n the pan t 
y e a r or two e f f o r t s , s t a t e and n a t i o n a l in t h e i r -scope, novo 
been made to e s t a b l i s h u m f o r v i t y :n s i o n n l o , c ^ l ^ r r ana s i g n s 
T i r hich arc u s e e to g o v e r n s t r e e t and h ighway z^afi'.c, the use 
o f g r o o n f o 1 " a top i a n~'t m c o n f o r m i t y ^ i t h - o n e r ; ] p i - M ^ x i c o 
nor w i t h recommendations ' " f ocnferer .eea. n t "a . 'cn cro o u b j e c c 
o f m i f o r n i t y in t r a f f i c s i g n a l s k a s been c o n s i d e r e d . 

I n d i s j cusc i i i r the m a t t e r w i t h S t a t e n u m c r i ^ i e s LG was 
l e a r n e d t ha t tho P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s C o ^ . i j ^ a i m had p r o t c e . t c d 
a g a i n s t the c o n t i n u e d a t e ^ f g roon l a ^ t o m a oy c r e a s i n g w a t c h ­
men f o ^ g i v i n g s t op s i a n o l s \ o v o r - i i n g a ' h r y t r a f f i c , and the 
B a l t i m o r e & Ohio R e i l r e L d Coupon^ Kan d " r c r c o n s i d e r ? t • n a 
r e v i s i o n o f "no r u l e s and n s t r i ' ^ o n r , ^ e l a c m g u h ighway 
c r o s s i n g p ro e c t i m , t h a t c-j S t a l e Highway Conmic s i o n p r o p o s e s 
to examine th? a c ' ^ s s i n 1 f o r "ao p u r p i s i , i r ' r j a l d e s i r a b l e , 
o f r e q u i r i n g che r o - l o e o u i m „he lou r r neb. f l n s x . - l i g h t s i g n a l 
BI as not ca obscure car v i e w of the I ' l^ab- ' . ght s i g n a l a t the 
c r o s s i n g , ana t na t the s t - t e 1T,J p r ' W i Lot aa f o l l o w s : 
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"Whenever the s e v e r a l r a i l r o a d s o f t h i s S t a t e , 
o p e r a t e d by s torm, s h a l l c r o s s any p u b l i c 
h ighway a t g r a d e o u t s i d e the c o r p o r a t e l i m i t s 
o f c i t i e s , and any ouch h ighway s h a l l be b e l i e v e d 
t o be of buch a c h a r a c t e r as t n rcxidor tho p a s ­
sage of l o c o m o t i v e s and t r a i n s t he reon 
dangerous to l i f e and p r o p e r t y , i t s h a l l be the 
du ty o f the commiss ione r s o f the county In which 
such p o i n t o f c r o s s i n g s h a l l be l o c a t e d , to 
n o t i f y the company owning or o p e r a t i n g the r a i l ­
r o a d a t such p o i n t , by s e r v i n g a w r i t t e n n o t i c e 
on the s u p e r i n t e n d e n t c r o t h e r agen t of such 
r a i l r o a d company i n o a i d county , t ha t the s a i d 
county s o n n i s s l o n e r s w i l l , t h i r t y days t h e r e ­
a f t e r , c o n s i d e r the n e c e s s i t y o f f u r t h e r p r o ­
t e c t i o n a g a i n s t dange r a t s a i d c r o s s i n g , and i f , 
a f t e r / e x p i r a t i o n o f s a i d t h i r t y days pa id coun ty 
c o m m i s s i o n e r s , o r a m a j o r i t y of then, s n a i l 
d e t e r m i n e t h a t such p r o t e c t i o n i s n e c e s s a r y , 
t h e y s h a l l n o t i f y sa id r a i l r o a d company through 
i t s s u p e r i n t e n d e n t or t i c k e t a g e n t in s a i d 
coun ty , t h a t w i t h i n s i x t y days t h e r e a f t e r , s a i d 
r a i l r o a d company s h a l l e i t h e r p l a c e a f lagman a t 
s a i d c r o s s i n g , whose duty i t s h a l l be to g i v e 
t i m e l y n o t i c e to a l l p e r s o n s u s i n g s a i d c r c s s i n g , 
o f che approach <">f a i l l o c c r o t i v c s n r t r a i n s , 
or a sys tem o f e l e c t r i c a l a r r b e l l s , to g i v e such 
n o t i c e a t the approach o f t r a i n s , o r s h a l l e r e c t 
s a f e t y - g a t e s a t l a i d c r o s s i n g , which s h a l l be 
c l c e c d no t l e s s than o n e - h a l f minute b e f o r e t he 
pa s sage and du r ing the pas sage o f e v e r y r a i l r o a d 
t r a i n c r l o c o m c i v e a c r o s s s a i d h i g n w a y , o r s h a l l 
change the s a i d g rade c r o s s i n g GO as to pass s a i d 
h ighway w i t h an under c r o v e r g rade c r o s s x n g , m 
w h i c i case n e i t h e r a i l agman nor s a f e t y - g a t e s n a i l 
be r e q u i r e d . " (1925 E d i t i o n Maryland Code, A r t i c l e 
23, S e c . 240, pace 7 3 2 ) . 

\lo were I n f o r m e d tha t the p r o t e c t i o n a f i c r d e d a t the 
c r o s s i n g where t h i s a c c i d e n t occu r r ed i s no t at p r e s e n t under 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the county c o m m i s s i o n e r s . 

A l a r g o amount of t r a f i n c pas se s o v e r t h i s c r o s s i n g . A l l 
o f che through, p a s s e n g e r t r a m s k P ' o e n car t e r n and w e s t e r n 
p o i n t s are o p e r a t e d o v e r t h i s l i n e , and in a d d i t i o n t h e r e o r e 
s e v e r a l f r e i g h t and l o c a l p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s , bo th tn rough and 
l o c a l t r a i n s a r c o p e r a t e d o v e r t h i s c r o s s i n g a t r e l a t i v e l y h i g h 
r a t e s o f s p e e d . The h ighway i s one o f the p r i n c i p a l a u t o n o b i l e 
r o u t e s be tween Washington and w e s t e r n oni n o r t h e r n p o i n t s . 
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F ron t h i s i n v e a i i g a „ t i n n t a r f o l l o w i n g c o n c l u s i o n s nave 
been r e a c h e d : 

( 1 ) Thai the f l n s n - l i g n t s i g n a l s l o c a t e d 
a t the c r o s s i n g t o i n d i c a t e the approach n t r a m 
p r o v i d e a d i s t i n c t i v e aapac t wh ich i c e a s i l y r e c o g ­
n ized . . 

( 2 ) That o t h e r s i g n a l s i f used should bo co 
l o c a t e d as not to i n t e r f e r e w i t h the c l e a r v i e w c f 
tno f l a s a - l i g h t s i g n a l s nt tho c r o s s i n g . 

( 3 ) That a c r o s s i n g watch-nan when 1 1 s i n g a s t o p 
d i s c In day t i r e ad Is sonewhnt to the p r o t e c t i o n 
a f f o r d e d by the au:ona . t ic f l a s h - l i g h t s i g n a l s a t 
t h i s c r o s s i n g , but when u s ing a g r e e n l i g h t acids 
l i t c l c or n o t h i n g to and q u i t e p o s s i b l y d e t r a c t s 
f r o n , the p r o t e c t i o n a f f o r d e d by the autor a t i c s i g n a l s . 

( 4 ) That the c h a r a c t e r and m o u n t o f t r a f f i c 
o v e r t h i s c r o s s i n g w a r r a n t s e r i o u s c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 
g rade s e u a r a t i ' n a t t h i s p o i n t . 

( 5 ) That u n l e s s and u n t i l - r a ^ e s nrc s e o a r r t e d 
tho a d d i t i o n a l p r o t e c t i o n v n i c h w :u le DO ^ f f o - . e d 

by c r o s s i n g g a t e s in - " ' o s i r ab lo . 

R o s i ^ o t f u l l y , 

\>I. P . BORLAND, 
D i r e c t o r , 

Bureau of S a f e t y . 


