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INTERSTATE COMMLRCE COMMISSICN

REPORT OF 7THE DIRECTOR CF THE BURLCAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION CF Al ACCIDENY VEICH CCCUREED ON
THE BALTIMCRZ & OHIO RAILHOAD AT GZAITHIRSBURG, MD.,
Ou IARCH 14, i925.

July 7, 1995.
Te the Cnmmissiol.

On ¥arch 14, 1925, a paAsseiger train on tne Balti-
nore & Onio Railroad egtruck an automobile on redericlt Road
at a grade crossing at Gailthersburg, Md., this accident re-
sulting 1n itne Aeath of twe ladies wino ware occupsnis of
the automebilz., Thie investigation ves - acertalen aller the
Comnigsion had recelved a communicailion Iwom ¢ rienoer ol the
faculty of EHood Collece, Frederacl, !ld., »0 wailck faculty the
i1gdice who sere kXiiled in tlis accldent were also mambers;
in this communicatizn the view "ros cxprossced thot this accl-
dent was dve to the fact that —ae wratehnnn gt-ticoned nt that
crossing Juccd £ greon instcad of a red l.vl.b as o stop signel
for highuay teaffic.

At thy grade eroscin_ rhere thitg accl.ent cccureed
the hirhway ruas aoorcexiiniel, uorth oand soulr and che rnil-~
road cast ond vest. T1re rutomoonile irvelvad -ran noarthbound
whilc tho Traia was runainy tregovard.  Apnicaching the cruss-
ing rrom %he south the hi_hway 1g soreignt ond ho vriew of
the cerossing vnmobstructicd for o distance of pproxinately o
third of » mile. Trees and puildings to the r.~ht or th
hizhwny obstrucc the viesw o the railroal tro-L Lo ard fac
cest, although ¢t various poaints on the aighway witalin 4
thoasand teet of the croscing parts of taie ra.lroal cast of
the crossing canh be seen, and Jor a distance of shout 150 feet
from the crcssing there 1s a clear view fror the hi-hray »f
the railroad t-ack eastward fror tae crossing oractically to
the station sowe 1500 feet distant. Approacalne the crosging
from the east, the track 1s tanpent rfrom a poiat sowme distarce
east cr the station. At this crossing Jic rallroad 1s a
douple-track line, snd the hilzavay 1is :n oil-onurd nacadam road,
both the tiack ard tne nichway teilr maintalned in ood ~=on-
dition.

The crogsin, 1s protected ¥ & 3ignsl located acarly
200 Teet south of the crosefing, which fives 4 red flaching
si1gnnl as a varning to rotorists tnat the; are approachiag a
rellroad croussing, also By two rod flash-light ripmals, located
approximately o0 fsct freom the noarsst track, whilch are lighted
alterrately, giving che aspect of a suingins red light, wnen-
cver a tralan 18 opproeching the croceing, those latter signale



nre controlled svtomatically by track circuits, the control
circuvits extending to a point approximately a mile easgst of

the crossing. A vatchman 1s nlso stetioncd at this crossing
petueen the nours of 7.00 a.m. oand 9.00 pem., who during the .
daytime disployse o stop dise held in his hand whenever it is

not safe for highway traffic tec proceed over the crossing,

and after dark uses a green lontern for the vurposc of giving
signals te sovern highway traflic,

The accldent oceurrsd at about 5.30 nD.m.; at that
time the weathcr wos partly cloudy, twillight wos Talling and
lirhte srerc berinning fo be uscd.

Tke train involved waz local passencer train No. 37,
conglsting of 4 locomotive and four cars, with Conductor
Deavers and Znsineman Punphrey in charge. This train left
Washington at 5.15 p.m., nade a station stop at Galthersburg
at 6.28 p.nm., departed about half a minute later, end had
attailned a speed of 25 or 30 miles per hour winen the acccident
occurred,

The autorobile wag proceeding northward on che highway
and when aporoaching the ¢rossing wag running at a speed of 25
or 30 miles aa hour; 1t was driven past both Zlash-1ight signals,
which were operatinc prorerly, past the crocring watchrman who
was standing on the hichway »iving stop sipgnals with his green
lantern, and upon the track directly 1n front of the approach-
Ing traln. Thae lecceomotive pilotl struck the automonile, a Ford
coupe, Just in front of the richt rear whecl, and fthrew 1t to
the nceth slde of the track. Onc of the occupantse of the cer
was instantly killed while the other disd vhnrtly afterward
without regoining conscicusncss. The automebvile war badly
damaged.

According to statements medc by nenbers of the train
crow, the clcecctric headlight of the locomotive was burning
brightly, thc bell rras ringing and a croesing whistlc-gignel
wes soundcd a short distancc cast of the crossing. The aengine-
man did not see the automolLile beforc the acraiient occurred
as 1t was cpprocching from the oppositic sidc. The Tlroman was
gitting on his scat-box and saw the automonilc epprerching the
croagsing »t a speced of 25 or 30 milcg an hour and saw the cross-
ing vntchman slgnonlling the driver te stop, the automoblle was
then about &00 feet from the crossing and the train wee about
the same distance from the cerossing. Tane automoblle continued
to opproacnh the crossirg wilthout reducing epced, however, ond
when he realized 1% wogo Zoldng unon the crocring s-ond of the
train the fireman called a worniug to the ercincran who
immediately spplicd the oreltea in cmaorsency, and the ftrein came
to » siop ith the rear car ca the crogslng. Other nembers of
the troin crcw kneow =mothing of Jhe Acrident unerl the brakes
werc applicd 1n crergocncy.



The ercssing ~ratchman stoted that Jhe flash-1light
slgnals were coperoting proocrly ancd he saw the loceomotive
headlisght before the train stopned ot the station; he took
hiles position on the aighway at the crossing before the train
lecft the stotlon and nic henrd the cronseins vhistle signal
chortly after thu train leflt the station. At ohovrt thet time
ne saw the avtomobile approrching. As it neorcd the cressing
e began to vave his grecn lantern, and as 1t continued to
aprroach he waved hic lentern mere violently and shouted to
the driver not to try to pner over the crossing. Instesd of
stopping, acwover, the cpecd secmcd to be incrcased, nnd he
gaiepoecd to cne side to avoid being etruck by the automobilc.

Investlization disclosed that the driver of the auto-
mobilc was a youny woman anovl 30 years of age. ©She owned the
coer and had had scveral yvearc' 2xrerience as an automoblle
driver. Zarlier in tT..e day che and aer companion had draiven
from Frederick to Vashiugton to do some shopping, on the raturn
trip they stopped to call upon a rriene in tkc suburbs of
Vashington, vho gaid they did not cppecar nariiculerly concerned
abocut getelng bac:. quilcrly and there wag noshing to suggest
that the driver woae not 1n prooer rmenticrl and physlecal conditicon
te operatc her car sa’ely.

On the day followinr the aecident an i1nquest was held,
the verdict of tne corcner'. jury beire tnat the occunantg cf
the autcrniobile "eome to tanclr deatk 2y their own neglipence.™

It i1s appoarcnt frow ithe investigntion that this accldent
was causcd vy the autonecblle being dreiven upen the crossing
direetly in froat of the approaching trcin. While the reason
for the outomobile being driven upeon the eroseling 18 not a
matter clmoet waclly of conjecture og hoth of the cccuapents were
k1llecd, poscible reasons have bcon given careful study vath a
view of arrivinz at some conclusion i1n reesncct to meane wilech
might be taken to prevent che occurrence of simalar nccliden's
in future.

Onc theory which wos advanced rog Thet the Arlver
stepped on the accelersaior, Ly Mistake, 117teand of the orake,
or tnat th~ bro'te or otheor mart o0 the recchanicm occame 1n-
opcrative and prevented the ariver from properly controelling
the car. There wias no ovidence o sgupwnert =hils thecory. Eve-
witnrgace ol thoe accidert 2¢riedl thet the dviver did not
appear to be making anv e¢ffort to ctom or rv~digc speed, and
while the nutomohile ros badly Jannced oram.antion suaccguent
to the reeident did not indreerte tkhat prie~ .o the acclient
there weoe an;” Adelecet in the orales or otlhgr roghnrism.
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Anctaner taeory was that the driver was racing the
train in an attempt to cross the track hefore che train
reached the crossing. The statement of the crecssing watchman
in a measure surnporte this theory us he said that in spite
ol the stop signals vhich were diswmlayed tho snc~d of the .
automodille as 1t neared the crossing seemed to incresse. It
apnears scarcely credible that the driver of this aoctomoblle
was unaware of The danger of procecding upon the cressing, as
she hed Tirst the trarning of the flashing signal indicatlng
that she was aprroaching a railroad crossing, secondly, the
arning cf the flashilng red signals at the croseing 1ndicating
that a trein wes approachlng, thirdly, the warning of the
crosging watcanan whio was standing in the roadwvay signalling
and calling *to he» not to cross over, and lastly therc was a
clear vicw of the approaching train for arplce distance fronm
the crossinz to cnable her to stov. Furthermocrc, there tras
another hizhiuay paralleling tre raiilroad into vhich she could
have diverted the anterobile tec avoid precceeding upon the
crossing 1f for any reason sae bad been unaocle io stop. If 1t
were not for the freauent cccurrence of accidents of this
charactor which zre apparently caused by automecbile draivers
attcmpting to cross dircetly in froniu of approaching trnins,
1t wovld bc almost ccually iiecredipnle tacv tne driver of thas
autemoolile would oproceed wpon the crossing hnd she fully
reallized the circuasuonces, se had rcached an age of maturity
and attained a position of responsibility, she had had con-
glderoble expericnce ag arn autorncbile driver, and her recpute-
tion #s a safe driver wos good, she had driven cver this cross-
ing on previous occaclons and no doubt vas sulriciently
familinr vlth the location and natuare of thls ecrossing to
realize that she should, as a matter of ordiiary and reason-
able prcecautlon, approach the erossing -rith her car under com-
plete control. BSo far as could be lecarnsd, therc ras no
rcason for hastc in arriving at her destinetinn, and certoinly
nothing which wvarranted t.e risk of attemptinz .o cross thc
track in frent of che -pproaciing troir.

The thaird theory which hog becn ndvenced 15 thet the
tignals whilcn wore dlsplared a5 this crossing vere misloading
cr confusing. There weore two rod signels of the flashing-
light type, oac on the hijhvay indicoting ihc spproach to a
crosolng an? tiwe other ot the crossing 1adicoting thnat a train
was alsc opproaching, Therce -ray not'.ang confusing avout’
these two eclpnals, alihou~lr 1t rrg noted wnnt che former, .
becauce of 1ts location, rerewhat owscurcd the view of thc
latter, and tuese tuo sliyanls .nould kave given nmplc warning
tc the driver of this avtowebiir to e preprred to stop saort
of the croseing. Hovever, tho rtop signals ol ihe crossing
wasclman vere iven by waving a green light and the suggcestlen
has bcen nede that because proecn lichts efre in many placces
used to signal ctreet and hignray irafiic to "GO" tane driver
¢f the automobile invelved in this cecident ray have mis-



interpreted ihe crossiag watchran's sisgnele ard understood
that he was wavian for her to come on, VWhether or nci there
1s any feundeilon ir fact for this theory is vbhnlly a matter
of conjecture, but even assuaming that 1t was well founded,
tric facw remaing that the aporoaching orain care into full
vicw shen the avtorcbille was far encugh bacz vo he sitopped
celore reaching tne crossing. The Baltirore & Ohic Hallrcad
Company'c 1instructions to highway crosging watchnen provide
in part as Tellows.

(b) Waen a trala is anproachiing, Watchmen
must place theumcelves in the mlddle of the hich-
way ncar the frack and willl disvley a stop disc
by lay, helding it i1n an upright position so
h2t he flat side will pleinly apperr to any
pcrsnn approaching »n the highuay. 3By night,
or wiicn disc canhiot he planly secen, they wilt
tage the sane prs21tinn and protcet thie crossing
wita n GREEN larp.

The usc ol groen lighos for ithis purpcse hns been the
practice ~a the 3 dtimire & Ohio rud ooner rhilroede for many
yrars, dhe rengson for Jho wuge of greea instaad of red no doubi
being thet the canglneman of rn appiosching triln would be
likely to mistalkc o simial to hichway treffic, 17 iven by
mecang of a rced 1i7ht, ng a soegnel for ham $y stop Lis Traln.
Hovever, since grecen 11thts heve ccre inte ¢ newne T peneral use
ag procced signels Tor strccet and hishwoy wro.tfice, protests
have beon rreclved agasnst che condinuca use ~f Tveen Ligrts
Irr piring stew sirnels at grode cressings.  Withair the past
Yerr or two effortu, statc and national in vthelr scops, have
been made to cstaolisi uniforndity n sivnals, cnlosr anc si7ue
which arc usca to gevern strect and hicrweow traf.o, vhe usge
of green for sbon 1s noT 1n econforrity vigh -cnoem 1 prastice
nor with reccermeadrulzne -~ ~acnfercrcca Al - en oo SURJECT
of tniformi1t?7 1n traffic sicaials Las boen considercds.

In discusgine the rmatber with State awtherirics oo was
le~rned that tko Public Ttilitieo Cormad.cl-n mnd proteated
aroinat the contaiiuved ara o7 sreem lanferns oy crorsing woteh-
nen for riviag stop sipnals - over.dny 1ichwty trnific, andéd She
Soltinore & Olizo Reailre o d Zompany hao ar»dor econglderat. noa
rcvision of Tuc mileos and ingtracorons celeotiag o bloweoy

greselns pro ecticn, thot O Stoalc Hiolwey Commlcsion propnges

to exomire Tt ¢ vesine [os “0e nurposce, L7 Srund deszradle,
of regquiriany oo re=Ilncoolcn ST Jw oduvrcach flasi-licht glinel
g~ 05 net o0 obscure cof vieu 3 Chie Yloagh- 1okt signal at the

CNe81NE, L LLR0T The g2Tt-te law oreviics a3 folleotad
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"Whenever the gseveril ralilroads of thls State,
operated by stean, shall crosge any public

hizhway at grade »utside the corpovate linits

of clties, and any such highway shall be believed .
to be of such a charscter as %t~ reader the pas-
gage cof locomntives and trains thercon

dengercus to life and property, 1t sholl be the
duty ~f the commissicners of the county 1ln which
such pcint of crcssing shall be located, to
netlfy the conpany owningz nr operatling the rail-
road 2% such ncint, by scrvlng a wrltten notice
on the superinlendent cr cther agent of such
rallroad ccrmpany in caid county, thnt the said
county sormlssicners will, thirty Adays there-

af ter, ccnslder the necessity of further pro-
tectipn against danger at sald crossing, and 1T,
after/explration of soid thilrtyry days caid county
comnigsioners, cor a rajority of then, snall
detecrmine that such protection is ncecossary,

they shall notify said railrcad cornpany throush
its superintendent or iickct agent in said
county, that within sixty cdays thereafter, sald
raillroad conpany shall cither nlace a flagnan at
sa1d crcsaling, vhose dvty 1t shiall be to gave
tirely notice to all perascns veing enld cressing,
of c¢ie apyroach nf nil Ingcretiveg nr treins,

or 2 systen 2f cleetrie alearr bells, to give such
notice ot the apprcoech nf {(rains, or shall crect
saf2ty-gatcs at 9a1d cressirg, which shall be
clcaed not less than onc-half nilnute before the
Passage and during thie passage »f every raillroad
trailn cr loceormdelve across saild hignray, nr shall
change the sald grade crossine on as to pags sald
Nlshway with nn under cr over <rade creossing, 1n
whic1 case neither a ilagman nor sofely-gatc sanll
be ceqguired." (1925 Edltion Maryland Code, Article
23, 8ce. 240, pare 782},

e werc inforred thet the protectinn aficrded at the
creseing where this accident occurred is not at present under
conelderacion by the coHunty aoarissicncrs.

A large omount of troflric passes over this creseging. All
of she throuca passenger traine betwrcen cartorn and western .
points are operated over inis line, rnd in addltlon there ore
several Freight and lceal passcenger trains, both tarcugh and

local tralns are operated sver this crossing at rclatively hidh
rates of spced. The hichway is onc of the principal autonoblle
routee bectween Vashlngton and western oaal northern points.
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Fron this Ltnveziil
becen reached:

azirn tac fo2llcowint conclusicns have

z
-7

(1) Thai the “lasa-ligat sigomals lccated
at the crossing to indicote the apprcach ~f 2 train
provide o distinctive aspect which i¢ ecarily receg-
nizeda

% other signels AT usced should e g
% Lo interiere with tho claar view of
nt signols at the erossing.

crossling walckhnan vhen vsing a stop
ire adils souerhat to the proection

T

1s crossing, but tthen using a green laght adds

tole 2» nothing fo cnd dquite pnssibly deotracts

from, the protcetinn afferdied hy the sutoratic signald.

{(4) That +he cloeracier nnd awount of traffic
over hlg crossing mrarrant serinus consideratinn of
grode separati-n at this pcinte

(5) That unlcss and unsil ~raves arc semerrted
the addisional provectlon walelr wovls ~ -
by crcssing ntee in Tesairable.

Rposvoetiull;,

W, P. BOPLAND,

Dirccector,
Bureau o1 Safcty.



