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INTERSTATE COMNMERST COMMISZSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE SURBAU OF SAFETY IN RE IN«

o VESTICLTION OF AL ACCIDENT WHICH OGCURRED ON THE
BALTIMORE 2 CHIO PAILAOAD NEAR CRIDERSVILLE, OHIO,
OW AUGUST 13, 1927.

- September 37, 1827,

To the Comnission:

On August 13, 12727, there was a collision btretween
a Passenger trailn gnd an gatomobile tanxk truck zt a grade
crossing on the Baltimcre & Ohio Rallroad near Cridersville,
Qhi1o, resulting 1n the aeath of twoe enployees, one express
messenger and tue driver of the truck

Location and method of operation

This accadent goecurred on the Second Sup-divigion
of the Toledo Divigsion, extending ketween North Lima and
Cayton, Ohio, a distance of 73.1 1mileg, in the wvicinity of
the point ol gcecident this 1s a single-track line over which
“1alns are operatsd 7 time-table, train orders and an auto-
riatic blocl—s1gaal system The moint of accident was about
three-fourths of o mile notth of the station at Crideis-
ville, 10 a slight cut, where a public highway known as Hume
Road crogses the malin track and s1ding at an angle of about
FO9, tne railroad tr-ck extends »ractically north and south
while the highwav extends e-~st and west., Tone railroad track
1s tangent for 3 considercble distance in gach darection
from the croseiny, which 1s also the case with the highway
Tae grage for gouthbound traing 1a O 3% per cent ascending.
Aprroaching from the ¢nst the highway 1s practically level
to within =oout 250 feet of th. Tollroad tracks, at which
point 1t gradully descends ~kout 9 feet to the level of the
tracks, 1t then asconds to 1ts former level within a similar
dlgtance.

¥rom tne driver's seat oI a truck of the type in-
. volved, traveling westward on the highway, =2 cleaT view of
an arproachiue southbound train can ts had for 2 distance
of about 2,500 feset until a point about 73 feet east of
the center line of the main traock Ls reached., From tnis
point for z dicstance of 49 feet the truck cdriver's view of
anl aporoaching southbound triain 13 vp-rtially orkatructed,
and then for 9 fest 1t 1s totrlly obestructed by the north
embankment of the cut, weeds o~nd shrubvery; when the truck
ngd reached a point 1% fest 3 inches eaat of the center line
of the mair trsck a cle'r view could =231n be had of the
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Tailrond tracks in cnch direction from the crassing. While
sltting on the geat o1 a1 truck of the type inwolved, the
ariver's eyes ar¢ wmEToXimately 7 faoet qbove Tthe levil of the
highmay, ving him o better view of an appiozaching train
thsen in tnr co3e of the driver ¢f ~n ordin-ry »Hasssenoer
automobile. Tne only protzction ~fforded -t tae crossing
1s tine uaval cross-b.r sign, reading "RAILROAD CROSSIKG!,
located 31 fect enst of tns ceater line of the '1z1a Hrack
and 15 fect south of the center line of tne himaway; the
cross bars :re 11 feet above the ground The vhites print
on the fole and OTOS° bars and ire block lettering of the
8180 are 1a falr condition The normal trovel over Hume
Road 1s light, but owing to tne Tact that ¢t the time of
the -ccident tne rain streets of Craidersville ware closed
Tor imprcverents ~nd repalrs, vehicular trafilz was peing
detoured over Hume Ro &, which wos 2n 1rproved hignway

#1th o cruched stone surface,

The we~tn=r was clear =t the time of She accident,
wriich occarred abv adout 10.%22 2. w,

Description

Trhe Grarm Bernstaein it~nk truck involved, omed
di1-nt 011 Corp-ny, Lim~, Onic, reigasi 3,100 wounds
caprn2ity of &,000C pounas. It was lo~ded to 1ts
full capacity rith 710 gallons of gnsoline ~nd 110 gnlloas
of keroscne, ~nd was ceing opernted oy Leooaard B. Snearvy,

en route from Limz to Hume, Ohio., Approachirg the railrcad
tracks, travslins wsstwnrd, a stop 'op-orently wee mnhas for
the crossins ona then the 4ruck wos storted across the
tracks, being strucg immediitely sfierwordes by train Io. 51.

by the F
aLd nal

(J 3 4o o

b

Socutipcuna passengeT troain lo. 51 consisted of
one mnll and baggogs car, Qone S8XLTEess ¢nr, one agpags and
express car, one comolaation ¢=r, and one coach, i1n the
order named, hauled oy engine SL0E, ané was i1n charge of
Jonductor Pyera nd Englnevon Tlndqur The first car was
of stz2el constraction while the others werz of wooden
construction, This train left Lima, 3.7 miles aorth of
Cridersville, 2%t 10.35 a. m., o tins, passed Erie Juanc-
tion, 1.5 miles beyoad and the last open office, at 10 45
2 1., Tive miautes late, and struck the tank truck on
the crossing near Cridersville while $raveling at a speed
egtimated to have bssn about 50 mm1les ver hour.

The tank truck came t5 rest between the main
tracs -nd the gldinp, 2t g point about 100 feet coutn of
the crossing, 1t was practicslly cemoliened., The gasoline
ond kerossine ware thrown over the engine and cars and im—
redlately caught fire, the train mrocoecins vntil 1t was
brousht to o stow ~t + voint acout ong 1 .17 wile south
of tas cros.inz DY 21 emecrgency aiTr-nrnke application
made by the coggareran, No part of %ae train was derniled
put the foar cars which werz of wooden construction were
destroyed by fire The track was badly d-mhged where toe



burning train stood, ond 1t was slichtly acmoged oy fire
froso tnat point tack to the cressing., Tae ariver o7 the
truck jumped o the grouna before ftur c0lliglon occurred
but Jas sprayed v1th plazing zowolinz wnd kerozene and

died from his wvvirs, tag ecgiae ~o ad flreman cre nlsa
sprayed ath tno gasaoline ard died “rcw their ourns,
na

t
whil~ the cxprase me.,ssngr Jaz Tur:ied in trho erpress cnrl.

1
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Surmars 0f ovidenca

In » gtotement made bout 20 minvtes before hais
death, Mr Sneary, the driver of fthe trusg, said that he
arove up to witunin n eshort distarce of tae traclk, stoppead,
di¢ not nzar ~avihing aporoachine, ana taen proceecded
As he reachcd the tornck he gav that ftne trrin e ooiar
to strike the ftruck -~nd at onze jusp=a off., Mr. Zneary
statecd that the ergiie whistle ior thne ~rassing was 10t
sound.d

Conductor Erers stated thait heg was riding 1n
the fourtn car, tht the door of the bopggoge conpirtmont
wag open, ond trat n2 could hens ta2 coglae wailztle very
Plainly #nca 1t was sownded. He eo1d thos tne reepular
crossing whigtle si17anl was sounced woern tle troin ans
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about one-Iourin milc 1rowm the 2icssiar o d1a not re-
call hearing tae statioa wilstlz cizaal sounded for the
a3tation ~b Cridsrevilie and a1l rot snink tweat the train
was grite clcee eroult to the 3%-~7T10a 1or the snginem.n

to sound dnls siprnl.,  Joaductor bysrs further staten

tnat the air brakes .8re 1n praper sorking order .nd
that the engine "rag zjuippsd sita a walstle which had
rood loud tone, tut ha did not mew whother the bell on
T
L

ne Dixie Highuaay crosses the
proxzrigtely one-halt mile

inr yné tne coaductor said

th~% the enTinceiwn twvice sHurder *he crossing sional o7
that crosesing and alsy sounded a euccession of short

clasts. A3 the train passad ovser that crossing the con-
ductor looked out of the baggage-compartment door agnd saw
two automobiles standing just clear of the tracks, apparent-
1y locked tozether, and he lemaTxed to the baggageman that
tne <rgin hze nesrly strucd an zutomoxle., Judring Ifrom

tne way tne wvhistle vas sownded for the Lixle Hiphway crosa-
ing nhe tnousht 1t should have been heard aot only at the
Hume Road crossing buat also down at Cricdersville sta%ion.

Bargageman Hgrnum's tes*imony was sinilar to
that of Conductor Bysra' as Lo snat transpived until the
Dixie Hignvay crocsing wags passed. The baz-agsman sald
thaot he thza hesra the station whictle <ignal sounded for
Oridersville snd reached for tha m-nil Lex to wet tue =21l
thzat he nad lfor o2t station Qo account of beinz g0
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engaged he could not sav rositively whetner the croselng
whistle sigiaal was scunded for Hume Road. Snortly 1fte“

wards the accident cccurred and he then pulled the erergency
cord -nd brought the train te a stop.

Train Auditor Deipel sai1d that considerable
whistling was done just before ths accidsnt occurrzd al-
though he could not deflnlfely ctate whether the uvsual
whistle sigmal was soundea for the particular cio0ssing
1nvolved

Brakeman Sponzsnberger, howvever, estated that as

Tos train was roimg over the Diyle 1ghwav crossing the
walstle s1gnal wss soundza for Fume Poad, followed by tiae

station whigtle signal for COridersville s*ation., de got
up at once for the purpsse of annoancaing the station o the
Passengers and imrzaratsly afterwards he heard a chort
tlast of the whistie snd thea tne train was all ~blaze,
he thouznt* tha%t the erginevan started to sound the danger
whistle sigrnal, a scrizss of short Slasts, but thet he was
not able to cowplete 1t Fe oa1d that EInginsman Lindner
had been very particuvlar atout souniune the whistle for
rond ¢rossings and ilso the dasger rhistle signzl, wnich
wags soundea ToT the Zixle Hignd»y, ana that on thlis occa-
s1an tne higtle was soundeu arroet continuwously frow the
tlae the wroan pppromched <he Ouxie Highway until the
Fume T oad Crogs’Lg woo Tencrad

Road Foremar of Engines Stevens stzated that ofter
the gcecident ne checked the taom of tne snced recorder with
whlch englne 510E was equigped, ard =t snowed that a
point 2,600 feet north of Hume Hond crossing, in tng vicinigy
of the Dixie Hichvay crossing, the speed of the train was 53
miles per Lour. The brake had veen arplied liwhtly =aoucgh
to reduce the speed to 50 miles pnr pour and tnis was the
sveed for atout cone-palf mile. “Vhen tre tivck was hit the
belt Qf the speed recorder wvas knockod off, puiving the
recorder out of order, taere wa3 notilng tvo show that a
heavy alr-brgke application was 1 ade prisr to the accident

Jd. F. Schillinsg, in ccrpnnyv nith four othar
persong, vas 12 on agutowobile which crosses tne Lixie High-
may ehortlv belore train No. 51 arrived. He said the gngine
vhistle wac souncded “or the Dixic Highuway cIiossing, followed
DY a guccession of short hHlasts; afterwards the whistle
was soundeuw for Hume Poad nrossing and other vhostling was
also dgne, in Talct, ho zn1d thet one of the persons in the
sutomeckile rerarked atout .t, savine that "ony one could
hesr th %t wlhistline." XAr., ®cniliing so217 thwt the wshisgtle
was blowing 2hex ho sov a3 c1o flosh of fir af+cr which



—E_

the whistle was silenced and there was nothing but black
sioke

§11l1am B, Stevenson stated that he and a~other
rian were driving z teas westwara oa Hume Road and were scme
dissance from the r~1lroad tracks when the tank truck
passed toem, travsling 2% an ordinarv rase of speed
Apparently the truck was brought to o stopr at the crossing,
alvhough Mr. Stevenson was not positzve that 1t czae to 2
Tull stcn nor as to 1tz 2xact location ot that tinme de
Turther sai1d that he saw the troia after 1t passed the Dixie
Highway crossing but pa1d no more attention to 2t until
after the accident occurred, hs di1d rot acar the enmns
vnlstle soundec or the pell rung. A Mr. Ryan, who was
with v, Stevenson, sald that the truck stopped for tre Zross-
in2 and thot the whnistls =g a0t soanded

W il. soyer sgtonted that b the time of wne ~eceil-
dent he wos working in a fxzld ~t 2 point ~bout one-ndlf
rile east of tae croscing. Ee hesrd trnz troan wnisstle

-

for tne Dixie Eighway croseing and sald tn~t he hnd mode 1
2 oolnt to count on this frsiil as 2 Tremindor Snat 16 was
nearly time for diron.y aad he welled cut his vatch to sce
wht time 1t oo, v lorer salc thet tne wnistle was still
Ve11, soundeld orver tie "adtlre irora nod pasized over The
Cixze Highray crossin

ck

wr W, k. 5283112, vicce presidant of the Rocrant
011 Co., stoted that thz drivar of the trick vag 33 yoars
of ~ge, singlz, of =woco a~eits, tesaporate, and ch-t he was
gsupporting n1s ~ged o~renig e to2d been in the erploy of
thig company for four years, arior Yo bilk hie lad driven o
truck for five veare for %ne Rociant Cil Companvy's
rredzcessor, thoz wao his firss accidcnt. Wr. Bessire
further stotedin-t Mr 3Sacary'!s sil7ut ond nearing we.es2 good,
and that on the day of the sccilent he was driving tne truck
over tne same route thot he had ftraveled since tihcic fira
TOOL QVer the bisiness four years previously, while he was
familior also #ith tue opzraticn of this varticuvlar Sruck,

haviag driven 1t for a pericd of abour three years. Iir.
Bessire furthar stated that their trick drivers oTre 1n-
structed to stop =t 21l ¢crossinzs and not drivas ~t cxcessive
speed, and that all of their trucks 2re equipoed mrth
governors which liwit the cpecd to 1€ wrilgs pzr hour, uadsr
no circumsioaces ra drivars pergltted 0 carry ary oae eise
on the truacks, HMr. bes3irce etaccd thvt evideatly the iruck
was orougit to = gtop belfore 1t started over the cros.iao

2s ~fter trhe 23c2dgnt 1t was fowna to be 1in second zear
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Concluasions

This accident was caused by the driver of an
automooile tank truck proceeding upoa a railroad crossing
2t zrade directly in front of a passenger train #hich was
approaching 2t high speed.

The 1nvestigetion disclosed that truck drivers
of tne 011 company are i1astructed to stop before solng
upon z grade croseing, and 1% appears that in this case
the driver eitner stopped or reduced speed to a very low
rate The purpose of such an i1nstruction or rule 18 to
enable tne driver to ascertain nositively shether or not
a traln 1s closely appronching the crossing, =nd unless
he does so the eifect of the rule 1s practic~lly nullifaizd.
According So the evidence, this crossing #is on the
Tegular route of the truck driver involved ~nd he had
Passzd over 1t mrny times; he mmist therefore have been
fully awore of the reatricted view of the track as he
approched the crossing, 2nd had he exerciged proper
care this accident moula not have ocourred.

There 1s ~ conflict in the statements of the
v-rious vitneeses =as to wazther the engineman sounded
toe wnlstle when appro-ching the crossaing, the driver of
the truck sz1c ta~t tae whistle w-s 10t sounded nnd the
staterments 0f 450 mea who were behind Laimr driving 2 feor
of horses tended to support the trucg ariver's statement,
put on the other hand there were many other strtements to
the contrary =znd the weignt of evidence indicates that g
great deesl of whistling was teing done by the engineman
in the vicianity of the Dixie Highvay and Hume Road cross-
ings

While the fraffic ordin-rily moving over this
particllar crossing 15 not heavy, and perhaps does not
Justify elavoratez protective derices, nevertheless the
removal of weeds nnd shrubs andi a slicght cutting away
of the top of thz ewbarnkrent would have made o very
gre~t 1mprovemeat 14 the s1tuation.

A,
L

13 1nstance ther: waeg an tausu~l volums
of hizhway fic over this crossing on 2ccount of de-
tours necess ted by othar rcads kteiag under repnar
This 18 o coudition which frecuently exaists prrticul-rly
11 the sumner montbhs when much ro-¢ work 1s 1n progress
and hizhway travel is heavy, and 1t 1s believed th-t 1in
these circumstances additionagl protection should be pro-
vicded 2t grade crossiangs wnich ordinarily zre little
trovelaa but which temporarily are subject to a hcavy
volume of detoured traffic Tnis 1s 2 matter in vwhich
the railroads =zad the local -utnorities in chorge of
highrays ané highway treffic sroula cooperate.
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The rai1lrood employecs involved were experiznced
men and at the tire of the accident none of them had been
on duty 1n violation of the hours of service law.

Respectfully submitted,
¥V P. BORLAND

Director



