
INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY 117 RE IS* 
DESTINATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON THE 
BALTIMORE & OHIO PAIL-ROAD NEAR CP1DER3VILLE, OHIO, 
ON AUGUST 13, 1937. 

September 37, 1927. 

To the Commission: 

On August 13, 1937, there was a collision between 
a passenger t r a m and an automobile tanK truck at a grade 
crossing on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad near Cridersville, 
Ohio, resulting m the aeath of two employees, one express 
messenger ana tne driver of the truck 

Location and method of operation 

This accident occurred on the Second Suo-division 
of the Toledo Division, extending between North Lima and 
Dayton, Ohio, a distance of 73.1 miles, in the vicinity of 
the point of accident this is a single-track line over which 
tiams are operated by time-table, train orders and an auto­
matic blocic-signal system The point of accident was about 
three-fourths of a mile north of the station at Crideis-
villc, in a, slight cut, where a public highway known as Hume 
Road crosses the m a m track and si ding at an angle of about 
50°, the railroad traok extends nractically north and south 
while the highwav extends east and west. Tne railroad track 
is tangent for a considerable distance m each direction 
from the crossing, which is also the case with the highway 
Tne grace for southbound trams is 0 3r^ per cent ascending. 
Approaching from the east the highway is practically level 
to within aoout ,3̂ 0 feet of fh. railroad tracks, at which 
point it gradually descenas about 9 feet to the level of the 
tracks, it then ascends to its former level within a similar 
distance-

From tne driver's seat of a truck of the type in­
volved, traveling westward on the highway, a clear view of 
an approaching southbound t r a m can be had for a distance 
of about 2,500 feet until a point about 73 feet east of 
the center line of the m a m track is reached. From trus 
point for a distance of 49 feet the truck driver's vie?/ of 
an approaching southbound tiam is partially obstructed, 
and then for 9 feet it is totally obstructed by the north 
embankment of the cut, weeds and shruchery; when the truck 
had reached a point lb feet 3 inches east of the center line 
of the m a m tr^ck a cle 1! n e w could again be had of the 
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railroad tracks ir. each direction from the crossing. While 
sitting on the seat 01 a, truck of the type involved, the 
driver's eyes arc approximately 7 foet abrne the level of the 
highway, giving him a better view of an appio aching t r a m 
than m tne cose of the driver of an ordinary passenger 
automobile. Tne only protection afforded < tne crossing 
is tne usual cross-o ir sign, reading "RAILROAD CROSSING", 
located dl feet east of t m center line ot the mean track 
and 15 feet south of the center line of tne highway; the 
cross bars -re 11 feet above the ground The /hite p u n t 
on the ^ole and cross bars and the black lettering of the 
sign aie in fair condition The normal travel over Hume 
Road is light, but o j m g to tne fact that rt tne time of 
the accident tne r a m streets of Cndersville were closed 
for improvements and repairs, vehicular traffic was D e m g 
deto^red over Hume Ro id, which v/as an improved hignjvay 
j-;ith a crushed stone surface. 

The ve^tnsi was clear =t the time of the accident, 
w m c h occarred at about 10.53 a. m. 

Description 

The Granm Bernstein link truck involved, owned 
by the Fadi-nt Oil Company, Lim-, O m c , "'eignel 3,100 uounds 
and n^d a capacity of 6 .,000 pounas. It was loaded to its 
full capacity iiith 710 gallons of gasoline and. 110 gallons 
of kerosene, m d v.as c e m g operated ey Leonard B. Sneary, 
en route from Lima to Hume, Ohio. Approaching the railroad 
tracks, traveling westward,, a stop •gop-'iently w s maae for 
the crossing ana then the truck wu.s started across the 
tracks, being struct immediately efterwords by train lib. 51. 

Southocund passengei t r a m No. 51 consisted of 
one mail and baggage car, one express car, one baggage and 
express car, one comomation c?r, and one coach, in the 
order named, hauled oy engine 5105, and was m charge of 
Conductor Byers _jid Sngmeman Lindner The first car was 
of steel construction while the others were of wooden 
construction. This t r a m left Lima, 6.7 miles noith of 
Cndersville,, at 10.35 a- n., on time, passed Erie Junc­
tion, 1.5 miles beyond and the last open office, a,t 10 45 
a Ti. , five minutes lute, and struck the tank truck on 
the crossing near Cndersville while traveling at a speed 
estimated to have been about 50 miles per hour. 

The tank truck came to rest between the m a m 
track and the sidmp, at a point about 100 feet eoutn of 
the crossing:, it was practically demolished. The gasoline 
and kerosene were thrown over tne engine and cars and im­
mediately caught fire, the tram proceed-in?- until it was 
brought to a sto1-) ~t a point aoout one 1 ?lf mile south 
of tne crossing by aa emergency air-brake application 
made by the baggageman. No part of tne train was derailed 
but the four cars which T,»erc of wooden construction were 
destroyed by fire The track was badly damaged where tne 
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b u r n m g train stood, and it was slightly damaged oy fire 
from tnat point bacx to the crossing. The arivcr of the 
truck -jumped to the ground before tun collision occurred 
but Jns sprayed 1 ith blazing gasoline and kerosene and 
died from his uuirs, tne engine-i ^n m:I fireman rcre also 
sprayed 'ith tne gasoline XRD died "rem their corns, 
w h i m the cypress messenger ,/as burned ir tne express car. 

Summary of evidence 

In a statement made Voout 20 minutes before his 
death, Mr Sneiry, the driver of tne truoK, said that he 
crovc up to I/Vitnin a short distance of tne track, stopped, 
did not near rnvthin?r approaching, and tnen proceeded 
As he reached the track he sav that tne trim ~ra? s p m g 
to strike the truck m d at once ;,u/IP2D off. Mr. Sneary 
stated that the engi le whistle lor tne crossing was not 
sounded 

Conductor Byers stated that he was r i a m g in 
the fourth car, that the door of the baggage conpirtmont 
was open, and that ne could heai tna Ci.gme whittle very 
plainly ,vncn it was sounded. He said that tns regulir 
crossing whistle sicaial was sounced v/nen the tram was 
about one-fourtii mile tram the cicssmr* ht die not re­
call hearing tie station wiistle cmnal. sounded for the 
station at Cridir nville and all not think tuat the train 
was quite close enough to the station lor the enginem_ji 
to sound this signal. Conductor Byers further states 
tnat the air brakes ,ere m proper working order ^nd 
that the engine was equipped UIT.i a wnistle which had a 
good loud tone, but ho did not know whether the bell on 
the engine was ringing. Tne Dixie Highway crosses tho 
railroad tr^ck at a point approximately one-half mile 
north of tne Huiue Road, crossing and tne conductor said 
th->t the cnginenin tvice saurdea. the crossing signal for 
that crossing and also sounaed a succession of short 
elasts. As the train passed o/er that crossing the con­
ductor looked out of the baggage-compartment door and saw 
two automobiles standing just clear of the tracks, apparent 
ly locked together, and he remarked to the baggageman that 
tne tram hao nearly struct an automooile. Judging from 
tne way tne whistle was sounded for the Dixie Highway cross 
m g he tnought it should have been heard not only at the 
Hume Road crossing but also down at Cndersville station. 

Baggageman Hannum 1 s testimony was smilar to 
that of Conductor Byers' as to wnat transpired until the 
Dixie Kignr/ay crossing; was passed. The baggageman said 
that he then hear a the station whistle signal sounded for 
Cndersville ^nd reached for the mail box to eret tne mail 
that he nad for tnat station On account of beina1 so 



engaged he ooald not say positively whether tht, G r o s s i n g 
whistle signal "".as sounded for Hume Road. Snortly after­
wards the accident occurred ana he chen pulled the emergency 
cord ?nd brought the t r a m to a stop. 

T r a m Auditor Deioel saiol that considerable 
whistling was done just before the accident occurred al­
though he could not definitely state whether the usual 
whistle signal was sounded for the particular ciossmg 
involved 

Brakeman Sponenberger, however, stated that as 
•tag train ^ R S fomg over the Dixie Highwav crossing the 
wnistle signal was soundaa for Hume Foad, followed b> the 
station whistle signal for Cndersville station. He got 
up at once for the purpose of announcing the station to the 
Passengers and immaaiately afteiwards he heard a short 
blast of the whistle and then t n e train was all ablaze, 
he though^ that tne <m a m em an started to sound the danger 
whistle signal, a series of short blasts, but the t he was 
not able to complete i t Fe saic1 that Sngmsman Lindner 
had been very particular about scunama the whistle for 
road crossings and also the danger /histie signal, w m c h 
was sounded for the l u x m Highly, une that on this occa­
sion tne histle "/as soundee almost continuously from the 
time the t r a m approached tne Daxis Highway until the 
Hume Road crossing ^ab reached 

Road Foreman of Engines Stevens stated that after 
the accident ne checked the tape of tne speed recorder with 
which engine 5105 was equipped, and it snowed that a 
point 2,600 feet north of Hume Road crossing, m tne vicinity 
of the Dixie Highway crossing, the speed of the t r a m w a 3 53 
miles per hour. The brake had oeen applied lightly enough 
to reduce the speed to 50 miles per hour and tnas was the 
speed for about one-naif mile. Then the tiuck was hit the 
belt of the speed recorder was knocked off, putting the 
recorder out of order, tnere NIB not.uug to show that a 
heavy air-brake application was i ade prior to the accident 

J. F. Schilling, m cot pany xiti four other 
persons, 7os in :n automobile wh.ich crossed tne Tixie High­
way shortly before train No. 51 arrived. He said the engine 
Thistle was sounded *OT the Dixie Highway crossing, followed 
oy a succession o f short blasts; afterwards the whistle 
was soundeu for Hume Road crossing and other "hustling was 
also done, m fact, he said that one o f the persons i n the 
automobile remarked about - t , sanng that "any one could 
hear t h ^ t whistlins,." kr. qcni±ling said t h ^ t the thistle 
was blowing m e n he se ' a ^ir flash of fire, after which 
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tho whistle was silenced and there was nothing hut black 
smoke 

.Villiair B. Stevenson stated that he and aiother 
nan were driving a te?/i westward on Kume Road and were some 
distance from the railroad tracks when the tank truck 
passed tnem, traveling ,t an ordinary race of speed 
Apparently the truck was brought to c stop at the crossing, 
although Mr. Stevenson was not positive that if cama to a 
full stop nor as to its exact location at that time Ha 
further said tnat he saw the train after it passed the Dixie 
Highway crossing but paid no more attention to it until 
after the accident occurred, he did rot near the engine 
Jirnistle soundea. or the Dell rung. A Mr. Ryan, who was 
with LIx. Stevenson, said m a t the truck stopped for the cross-
in^ and that the wnistls ™\E not sounded 

W 11. Moyer stated that it the time of tne acci­
dent he was wonting; in a field at a point about one-naif 
mile east of tne crossing. He heard tne t r a m wnistle 
for tne Dixie Highway crossing and said tn^t he had smce it 
-i point to count on this t r a m as a, reminder tnat it was 
nearly ti^e for dinner and he pulled out his ;;atch to see 
what time it n o ; j£r hoyer sale th't tie unistle tfas still 
b3in F, sounded otter tne mtiro t r ^ m nad passed over the 
Dixie Highway crossing 

iiir E. S. 5esan a, vice president of the Raaiant 
Oil Co., stated that tne drivar of the truck was 35 years 
of age, single, of goca habits, tempaxate, and oh~t he was 
supporting his *ged parents He had been in the employ of 
this company for four years, prior to r h i m he had driven a 
truck for five years for tne Radiant Oil Company's 
predecessor, tlms was his first accident. Mr. Bessire 
further stated tnrt air Sneary's sight and hearing vvem good, 
and that on the day of the accident he was driving tne truck 
over tne same route that he hud traveled since their firm 
zoo£ over the business four years previously, while he was 
familiar also //ith tne operatic i of this ^articular trvoic, 
havixig driven it for a period o^ aoout three years. Mr. 
Bessire furthar stated that their truck drivers are in­
structed to stop at all crossims and not drive at excessive 
speed, and that all of tneir trucks are equipped /rith 
governors which li^it the speed to 1C miles per hour, und^r 
no circumstances are drivers permitted to carry any one else 
on the trucks. Mi. Bessire staccd th it evidently the truck 
was or ought to a stop before it started over the eras a n g 
as ^f+er the accident it was fount to be in second ^ear 
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Conclasions 

This accident was caused by the driver of an 
automoDila tank truck proceeding upon a railroad crossing 
at grade directly in front of a passenger train -vhich was 
approaching at high speed. 

The investigation disclosed that truck drivers 
of tne oil company are instructed to stop before roing 
upon a grade crossing, and it appears that m this case 
the driver either stopped or reduced speed to a very low 
rate The purpose of such an instruction or rule is to 
enable tne driver to ascertain positively whether or not 
a train 13 closely approaching the crossing, and unless 
he does so the effect of the rule is practically nullified. 
According to the evidence, this crossing was on the 
regular route of the truck driver involved and he had 
passed over it imny times; he must therefore have been 
fully aware of the restricted view of the track as he 
approached the crossing, and had he exercised proper 
care this accident /vould not have occurred. 

There is a conflict m the statements of the 
various witnesses as to wnether the enpaneman sounded 
tne wnistle when approaching the crossing, the driver of 
the truck saio tn-t tne whistle w's lot sounded and the 
statements of t 10 men who ,ieie behind him driving a team 
of horses tended to support the trucx Q n v e r ' s statement, 
out on the other hand there were many other statements to 
the contrary and the weignt of evidence indicates that a 
great d e n of whistling was being done by the engmeman 
in the vicinity of the Dixie Highway and Hume Road cross­
ings 

"iTfhile the traffic ordinarily moving over this 
particular crossing is not heavy, and perhaps does not 
justify elaborate protective deuces, nevertheless the 
removal of weeds and shrubs and a slight cutting away 
of the top of the embankment would have made a very 
great improvement in the situation. 

In this instance there was an inucu-l volume 
of highway traffic over this crossing on account of de­
tours necessitated by other reads being under repair 
This is a condition which frecuently exists particularly 
in the sum TIER months when much road work is m progress 
and highway travel is heavy, and it is believed th^t m 
these circumstances additional protection should be pro­
vided at grade crossings '/jnich ordinarily are little 
traveleo. but which temporarily are subject to a heavy 
volume of detoured traffic Tnis 1 tter m vjliich 
the railroads and the local ^utnorities m che.rge of 
highways and highway traffic snoula cooperate. 
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The railroad employees involved were experienced 
men and at the time of the accident none of then had been 
on duty m violation of the hours of service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

V P. BORLAND 

Director 


