In re Investigation of an asoldent whish
osourred on Baltimore & Ohio Ruidle
roud ot Cove Bun, ¥, Va,,
Mey 10, 1927,

June 8, 1917,

On lay 10, 1017, thexe wes a resy-end collision
between two freight treine on the Baltirore & Ohlo Rulle
road at Qove Run, W, Va,, whioh resulted in the dsath
of & enp. o8 apd the injury of 8 mmm Aftey
invest ol of this soolident the of of the Division
of Safety reports as followss

Bastbound freight traln extrs 1878 conwvisted of 25
freight cars, S oars of a wregking outfit, and s ocabooss,
bauled by locomotive 1878, end wes in sherge of Gonduotow
Robinson and neoan Knight. It left Berryburg Junotion,
10 miles west of Sove Run, at 11,10 s, un,, and at abouts
18 oYeloek noon, while aspyrosehiug Cove Run, Englnemen

ht notieed a hot box on & ocor neay the head end of the

u, He spplied the brakes, scunded the whistle aignal
for the flagnan to LT0te0t the teMk, and drought the treis
%0 & stop about 60 cer lengths beyond, with the lococmotive
nesr the water tank at Cowe Run, After workiag on the Lot
box for several mimutes it wes deolded to agt out the ser,
This was done, weter ves teaken, and the looonutive wes
soupled to the train, at sbout whioh time the roar ond was
styack oxtra 2000, after having been standing at Cove
Bun about 16 nimutes,

Baastdound extya DEBE oonsisted of G5 lounded cars snd
& eaboose, hauled by locomotive 2686, with hslyer looomow
tive 2629, placed iumuediantely in front of the cadboose. The
train was 48 chaxge of Conduotor Uriser snd Engiseman Hoffe
wan, with Engineman Acord in charge of the helper loodw
mﬂw' This train pacced Arden, the last telegraph station,
8,7 miles fyom Cove Pun, et 11.&3 s Moy and st about
12,16 Ds Dy 00l1idod With the rear end Of extrs 1878,

The caboose end three of the wreeking ocare in extys
1578 were dsmolished, the wrookage dbeing destroved by fire;
two other cars In this tyelin were denmeged, Slight demege
was eastalned by loopnotive 2688 and by teo of the care
on the hesd end of this trein, while the seventh, eighth,
ninth and tenth cars were aMMyﬁ.

Tais pert of the Paltizore & Ohio Bslirosd i & sicgle
track line., Treins are opersisd by tise-table snd trein
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ordeps, the ouly bBlook signul system in effoct affording
;;rmclm to passenger twains in the oase of following
movesents. Appyosoching e point of acoident from the
west theve are 1,471 fest of tangent, o E-degree curve to the
lef%, 478 fest In length, 150 fect of tengent, and o ourve
to she right of 1,820 fest, varylag from one to teu

she oolliston coeurred om this curve, sbout S50 fest sast
of 1te wostern sud, 4t a point where the curwature is aix
degrecs, The for ssvorel niles is descending

with the szesption of one or two short stretohes of Lrack
whore 1t 18 slightly ascending, The desgending grade i
sbout oneehalf of one per oent,, slihough for s very short
distanoe approsohiing the poing of sopident it 1s es high
a8 1.38 pey oent, The westier wes olead,

Engineasn Xalght, of extrs 1878, stated that he noticed
'} hhung hot box on &o eixth car fram the locomotive, slowed
down to 8 or 30 nilos em hour, snd sounded a whistle signel
for the 1l to proteat the trein, He byought the trein
Wwan ooy of the siding et Cowe Run, about 60 onp
Yengths beyond where he had whistled cut the flagmen, and
vas working on the hot box whent the ocoubuctor osme Torwerd,
adout six or seven Zimutes afterward. They deolded to sed
ut the oar, which was dous, after whiok rater was taken,
The looomotive was then ecupled to the train end he called
in the flagzan, the sonduotor in the menntinme haviag sturted
for the Tosr of the train, Wham he out in the &ir the
indieator on the aly geuge went o gere. He said that his
Tirst knowledge of anything wrong wes when Lo caw snoke
froe the roay of the treim, Boon arftervards the conduatoy
yan forward and told }im that there hed desn s collision,

Gondudtor Robinson stated that when he first noticed
the speed of the trein deing redused, his euboose was from
78 to 100 esr lengths from Ran. He wes in oue of the
wreoking ears talking with s treinmsster about work o be
done, and 414 not hesr the engilnemen whistle out a flag, He
weit baok from the wrecking day to the cabvose, 0 see if
mmwmagmameu. And ez the flegnan w=as not there
and wes out of sight of the reer platform, he supvosed that
awm«trmawmw»unmwwuawmm
was a suffioient distance to L{nsure proper nrotection.
fie said, however, that st the point where the coboose
stapped the range of vision was 1izited by the ourveture,
wd by the Sountsin on the inside of the curve, to a very
fow cor lengths, and that he did not go ocut far en %0
sos wiere the fiaggm was, dut felt sure that he 4 g0
badk fay « After seeing that the flepmen hed gone
sul, ke weub the head end of the Styain, sud he thoughé
about 18 sinutes slaipeed Detwoen the tine the tpaln stopred
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snd the time the ¢er with the hot hox weo zet ous, He

then saw amove toward the resar end of the trein and started
bask, telling the heed Lrékeussn $o heve the enginemsn caell
in the flegmen, On his wey bagk o the yoaur he was fnformed
of she solliislon, In his opinion, the flagmean should have
been beok 0 or 70 ocer lengths to lunsure rotection, hut the
flag aftervards told him that he vent huck only about 28
op suy leangsthia,

Flognon Davson stated that approsehing Cove Run the
train slowed down and he thought he hesrd the englneman
whistle out - fleyr, but vwms not positive, He got off at
18408 bw Mey Just before the train stop)ed, and went baok
what he aonsidered s sufficient dlstauce, and pleced two
torpedons on the rail, He then welked daok snd forth on
the treck, betwean the torpedoes and his trsin, He paw
extra ﬁﬁ&ﬁ when it wse B0 our lengths or morTe distent, but
4id not see axmy one op the locomotive uyatil it ren ovey
the torpedoen, cbout elx osr lengths west of where he e
standing, at vhich time every one on the losonotive looked
cut, and whan olose %0 him the enginomsn sskuowledsed the
stop signsls by two suort blapts on the »nistie, He atd
not koow how fast the trin wes moving, bubt thought it was
more than 20 piles an hour. Flagnan Doweon steted that he
vae Sure he wes bYaock 8 sufflolent distance, and seld thst
after the azccldent he found that he hed been standing 24
oar lemgthe from the reer of his troin, and that the tolw
pedoes wers 30 ear lengths from the truiun, He 414 pot look
at his vatoh when the loconotive of the extre pesced him,
but he thought 1% was sbout 12,15 pe ns M1 Dawson
further steted that he entered the service the Beltimore
& Ohio Reilroed in Ooteber, 1014, and in the following
January was furlouzhed on ueecanﬁ of » redrotion in foroe,
be reeuployed in April, 1916, He ;asssd o writtem

sation whem rirst enplored, end an orel exanination
when yeentering the eervice, He suid thet in sll he hed
hed not mere thap one month?s service on the & B, aub~
division, on whigh this sooldent oomurred wos not very
well sosupinted with the territory; that he had not often
been used 25 8 flegusn in tris territory: that he hed not
A over 18 for chout two months end wae not faullier
with the grades. He ssid that there was no partiounlar
resson he gould not have gone baok farther, but he
thought the englinaman wes going to take water st Cove Run,
and that thio would oot oonesume =ors than 5 minutes, He also
alaimed that the approsching sazineman oould have seen him &
¢istance of 50 car lengths,

Enginoemen Hoffnen, in charge of the looorotive hauling
oxtra 2808, stated thet the meximum speed of hia trsin epe
sromching the polnt of scocident wae not more tham 20 miles en
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Pirezen Plgnen, of the lesding looomotive of extre
$8488, stated that he waa out of the window o his
pide of the locomotive whent he First seaw the flagnan stande
ing iu the ditoh, beside the truok, seven or elght gar lemgths
distant, at vhioh time the locomotive wna at the end of the
tangent traok. Both he and the heosd drakenan et onoe called
to the englo who aprlied the alr brakes Just as the
Joocomotive exploded the torpedose, the firat appliestion belng
almost 20 poucds, He thought thed Lf the f£1 ied been
out about four sdditionael oar lengths he could have been geen
8 distanoe. The spesd was 2 oy 3 mlles an lour when he

from the engine, Just ss the sellision cosurred,

Hesd Dreleman 3atterfleld, who wes yiding on the
Jocomotive, stated that he t the speed was 16 or 18
alles sn hour, or possidly £0 miles an hewnr, When he fives
suw the flaguen his lotonmotive wes neary the end of the tangeat
track, and he saw the flagsan wave hie red Lflag ouce aoroas
the tredits He notified thw enginemsn thet they were belng
flazged and at shis Sime the losomotive nglom the sorpedoes,

cught the aspoed at the iae of mllision wee 7 or @
miles hour, and might bave beott as high us 10 miles en
hours He M& not bave any ooaversation with the 11
aftervards, btut the fleguen ¢old him that he wes deok fay
enough to stop ay cae, Brakenman Setterfield also stated
thet et the pouint wiere the flagsan wes odanding vhen he
2iret sew hin, Lo oould have seen hiz from point on
the tsugent track, and he therefore thought the flagnan
st have beoen ﬂ%uwa dowm previcue to this tize, fop
12 the Tleguum had heen in the center of the track all the
s he sould heve seen hin 8 disteanse of 78 gax lengths,

Engboscan scord, of the be locomotive of extya

2608, steted tust he 41d not think the spoed was over 15 niles
an hour. Approashing Cove Rum he felt the air brakes heling
&pplied cnd the treln cane almost %o a gt0p, atarted zgein

then there wes a sudden jeam, Be continued to use stesn
until the train stopped, in order to keep the slack Luuched,
He thought the truin ran 18 or 20 oar lengthe Detwess the
tize the Drakes were agxsn% sné the ti:we the tysin stopred.
He seif thot when the first epplieation vas made he thought
the zmding suglnesen was usipg the slx arcund the mm’m
snd that thore was & bed triple somewhere in the train llne,
and he used a little ore siess. To the best of his knowle
edge the scoldent heprened between 12,10 and 12,20 . 3.

Pirecan Denkins stated that epyrosebing Cove Run there
wire three 8istinot ahooks % the trein, the firet sne ecuming
when the speed was abowd if nilea an hour, previcus to whiod
the air drakes hed been applied.
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Conduetar Criser, win was »iding iu the davcose
thought the apeed wa:s about 15 alles an hour sprrosch
Cove Run. The eir ® in the oadbouse showed 68 pounds
tyein line pressure it vs2 veduced to 50 pounds, the
trein ooming to & atop zbut 12 eay lengths bevond. Afteyr
the aooident he saw the {laogen of extre 1878 snd asked
him why he 414 not flag, sad the flsgman told him thet he
was beaok 25 car lengths,

Pisgnen Douner, of extre 25685, stuted thet all he
kuew of the acoident was that when ﬁm trein line ;ressure,
&2 registered on the «ir geuge In the caboose, started to
%o down 1% 414 2ot stop untdl there were only 30 pounds
presaure. HBe thought the speed of his trein at the time
was about 18 siles an hour,

Re C¢ Davis, & neober of the wreok cutfit on the
resr of oxtra 1870, estated thet 1% vas 13,08 1, n. whes his
train stopped, end 12,18 p. m, when the oollision cdeurred,
There wore three &istinet shooks, the firet one vot seeming
to smount %o mueh, bub the scoond shook knooked him off the
plasform of the couch on whiech he wae riding, shile the shird
shoek wes the one which 414 the wost Jemsge. Othor nenbere
of the wresking oreow testified that there were osly two
bpiiocke, the last of which 414 the nost dsuege,

Supeyintendent Soott steted that on resching the zoene
of the ascident he rade some obeservetions, in comiany with
Engl oenen Boffuan, snd found thet the mgimm's view of the
gaboose of extra im po b fmu-zmad to shout 120 feet; thed
aogording to the englnecun®s recdllection of whare P
DawsoR stood, the flaguen use baock sbout 14 sdditioral ouy
lenmgiha, or & tote) dlstance from the resr of his train of
17 oay lengths; snd thet She fleguman ot thisg point could have
beon seer Pngineman Boffasn o distance of only 8 oar lengths,
neking s to distange of 25 oar leongths bHetwsen the point
where Inginesen Hoffman sould have gseon the £ n and the
Foint whers the rexr end of exira 1078 was standing at the
time of the sollislon. 7The torpedoes were found %0 have besn
mlmé at 2 point about X cur lenutha from wheére the saboose

bsen standing. Superintendent Spott mlso stated thes if
the flagnan hsd gone baok about 14 agny lengths b where
the torpedoss had been placed on the roall, he would have been
vieible a distance of about 80 onr lengths, He also sald
that 1f the fisgwan had been standing at the point where Efe
gloaensn Borfuen seld he wes standing, it would have been
gowibit for the Lirvexan and heed drakeman, riding on the

0% side of the losomotive to Leve seen Bim prasticslly

the entive length of the tangent track, in his oplnion a
dintange of 60 or 76 oar lengtus, ;:mviam the flagmen bad
beel standing in the middle Of the Syack; and that preactioals
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&1l of thils distanee the flogman would Lave deen in
#ipht, exoupt when She losamotive rounded the short onrve
te the left, imunedistely preceding she curve tc the right
on whieh the sosldeny coourred,

Lo be sroperly proveossd by Flne Ton vhtsh Plogmen Dewson.
PpPOPOTLY %0 By TOP agman Jawson
t® responsible. At the tiue of the eolligion, extrs 1878 had

been standing eb ut 1E ainutes, and yet ¥Flagman Dawson
according to his own sistesent, plased torpedoes only %o sy
leagthe from his trein and then retumed € onyr lencths Sowerd
48 train, VYhile he omd not hed suffieiont szyarience on
this subdivision 1o be msqualated fully with its grades, yeb
e koew thut the resy of his trsin was out of sizht around

& Bharp Surve, aud & proper perforzancs of hls duties would
have regulired thet he g baodk & mueh greater {istance in
order W insure full proteotion to the reer of his trein,

Piegwen Bawson was esployed o5 & brakenan in Oetober,
1814, and in Jonuury, 1315, was Turloughed on mocount of a
reduation in force., HBe wan doyed in Arril, l8le, Bis
reoord was goods AL the tiue the 2ocident ﬁo amd been
o duty O hours ebnd 45 winutes, ufter & period ofr dusy of
51 holre and 85 mimutes,



