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INTERSTATE COMVERCE COMIMISSION

REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE
IEVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT “HICH OCCURRED ON THE
BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD AT BRUNSWICK, MD., OF
JANUARY 18, 1530,

March 29, 1930

To the Comnission.

On January 18, 1930, there wass a rear—-cnd colligion
betveen an exprecs train and a freight train on the Bnlti-
more & Ohio Reilroad at Brunswaick, Md., which resulted in
the death of one employee.

Location and methed of oweration

This ~ccident occurred on that p-rt of the Baltai-
more Divieion, West End, extending betmeen Point of Rocks
and Wevertoan, Md., 2 distance of 10 miles This 18 a
double-trac« line over which ftreins 2r¢ operated by time-
table, trein orders, and an automatic block signal system.
The accident occurred within yord limits 424 feet west
of the switch at vthe eastern entrance *o the yard, on o
running track knomn as the north lead irack, ocpproaching
this point from the east, the track is tangent for a dis-
tance of 1,583.3 feet, followed Dy a O° 30°' curve to the
left, 546.6 feet 1n length, and then tangent track for a
distance of 1,514.4 feet to the facing-point switch of a
No., 16 left hand turnout at the eastern entrance to
Brunawick yard, this turncut leades from the westbound main
tracg vo the north lead track, and also to various tiacks
of Brunswick yvard. The westbound main track and the north
lead track are tangent, as well as being parallel and ad-
Jacent to each other, for more than one-fourth mile beyond
the switch. 1In the vicinity of the point of eccident the
grade 1s level,

The only signal i1aveolved 1m this accident was an
automatic block signal, of the three-position, upper-
quadrant semaphore tyve, located 7b feet east of the svitch
at the entrance to the yard. The facing-point switch
at the eastern entrance to Brunswick vard is equipped with
a parallel ground-throw intermediate ¥ew Ceatury switch-
stand, with an Anderson switch interlocler, and 1s pipe-
connected to a Hayes derail, located on the north lead
track ncar the clearance poiant thereof.

It was snowlng at the time of the adcident, which
occurred about 7 28 a.m.
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Degcription

Jestoound freight train exira 4601, svubol
"Philadelphia 97", was hauled by engine 4501 ond ves
i charge of Conductor Baldwin and Engineman Eilton.
This trein, moviaer from Halethorpe via the VWest Ind,
p-sscd Point of Rocxs, 4.5 rales esst of the entronce
to Brunswick yard, -t 8.51 a.m., and arrived ot Bruns-
wick yard ot 7 a.ri, It pulled inte the receiving yard,
where the cnboose wes detached but when 1t stopped the
caboose was fouling the main tracl so that the smitch
could not be closed. Engine 4601 then was cut off
from 1te train, becked up on enother track, coupled
to the caboose, and woved 1t vesitward te clear the main
track, the svitch, however, was nct ciesed, and stortly
aftermards train No. 13 entered the open switch and
collided mith tnc cavoose, which wag peing hauled east-
warc at a speed of ebout 10 miles per hour.

Westbound first -class exprese trrin No. 135 con-
sisted cf one exnress c¢ar, one DAEfAage CAT, CNe ex-—
pPress car, sevead baZscge CtIs, 0.0e CXpress ¢fT, Oone
pagrage car, ond one ccach, :n the order named, havled
by ensine 5211, ard wag 1in ctarzs of Conductor Hovermale
and Zngineran Robey., Tith the exceptron of the farst,
eleventh and last cers, the cers were of all-steel cor
stegl-underframe construction. This TTein, roving fron
Wrshington, D.C , vie the Metropolitan Suo-division to
1ts jJunction vith the West End at Peoint of Rocks, passed
Point of Rncks Aat 7 1% e.m., 1 hour ond 24 ninutes late,
and collided wath the caboose of extra 4601 in Brurswick
yard while traveling at o speed, which, =2c¢cording to the
speed recorder tape taken fror ec.ugine b3ll, vas zbout
50 miles per hour,

Engine 4301 came to reet apout 800 feect west of
the point of collisionn, the Tear iruck of the tender
of this cnzine berng derrilecd and the tender 1tself
boadly damaged, while the c¢oboose was derolighed. Feirther
cngine 5211 nor any of the crrs in train No. 13 were
derailed, the eagirce, hovever, was considerably darmaged,
and the first car, vhich wes of wosoden construction, ~as
telescoped and partly dewolished, by the succeeding car,
mhich ™ag of steel construciicn. The enployee killed
wag the brakerman of extra 43C1, ~ho wos riding in the
caboose,

Suwrminry of evidence

Engineman Hilton, of extra 4501, said his train ar-
rived at the east end of Brungmick yard 2t 7 z.um., and
althoush 1t was sno~ing Lard, the brekeran experienced no
difficulty in operesting the switch. He sounded the
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“histle signal for the flagman to protect the train and
about tTo minutes later his train headed into the yard,
without recalling the flagman. The caboose had been
uncoupled and left standing on the frog of the main track
sritch, but after pulling the train into the yazrd,
Enzineman Hilton returnsd with his enzine, coupled to the
cabooge, and nulled 1t 1into clear on fthe north lead tracls,
hig flagman was back approximately two car-lengths from
the caboose. After getting into clecar, Engineman Hilfton
noticed somethinz ~rong in the vicinity of the switch,

he sam the conductor try to close the s—itch and okbserved
the block signal dasplay creen, taen red, and when train
'o. 13 cane 1in sight 1the signal —as shoming a green
indication., Tith train No 13 four or five car-lengths
distent, the signel again showed red, and, realizing the
impending danger, e opened up the engine and tried to
gscape, but the collision occurred aliost irmmediotely,
7hile his trein 7as moving at a speed of about 10 miles
an hour Engineman Hilton said he held no orders relat-
ing to train Fo. 13 and did not kno when 1t was due at
Brunsvick yard, although he said the conductor, on his
return frorm the telephone booth, had told him they were
running on the ti11e of that train. When ouestioned con-
cerning the protectic1 afforded his train, Engineman
Hilton admitted the flasmen should heve been beck farther
than he —as. The statewents of Fireman Buckingham of
extra 4601 added nothing additional of 1.iportance

Conductor Baldwin, of extra 4301, stated that when
his train stopped preparatory to heading in, the flagnan
Zot off Aand put dova one torpedo. The train soon started
into the yard and the flagman got off again, this time at
the emi1tch, vhile the conductor cut off the caboose. The
cavboose did not move ahead far enoush to clear the wmmrn
track, homever, and the conductor went to the telephone
booth and told the operator he vas not into clear, to w~hich
the operntor replied that train No. 13 =was by Boyd, a
station about 18.3 +w1les east of the point of occident.
His engine returned, coupled to the caboose, and pulled
1t a2head, clearing the switch, he reported his train
clear of the maintrack at 7.35 2.m., and then saw the
flagman trying to lock the switch for the wain t rack., As
he heard train Mo 13 approach, he ran tovard the flag-
man, ond sa™ hiam light a fusee and start running toward
the approaching train. The flagman wes back about 10
car-lengths when Conducter Baldwin reached the switch,
and the conductor called to the flagrian to go back and
then took a broom from a track rman and endeavored to
clear the snov snd i1ce fro.r the letch of the s7itch-stand.
Ee pushed the lever down, and although the swmitch point
fitted 2zAainst the rail, the lock did not c¢lick, snd
vhen he did not succeed 1n locking 1t for the nmain track,
ne threw 1t for the north lead track and 1t latched. He
stated he did not leave the switch set for the main
track, unlatched, as he mas afraid the points would open



and causce a @ernilrment, Candictor 3-1ld—in further
et~ted tnat 1%t 1s custemary for the flaman to reérmin

in the vicinity nf the s—itch, or only a few cor- 10hhth8
bac’t froirai, When o coboose 18 lefd standing on the
north lfﬂd/°% “he time n t1min eTrives 1n the vard.

Flarman Corter, of extre 4301, sazd thnat —hen has
rein stopnnd oFf BILHSvlck Y rd, - Tk ISuLC si~nal Tas
souncded I»r th t0 g0 back and flaz, cut ~oen e had
rcached a pol

nt noout two car-lenzths 2art or the caboose,
12 he~rd & “hastle siznal bubt did net kno™ positively
vhether 1t ~ac ~ signal calling him 1n, 1n eirther event,
homevor, he returncd but belore doing so, he left one
torpedo and one five-mrnute fueee., The train roved for-—
mard = shert distonce, stoppew, ond thea proceeded, ond
this t1i.e, Flagmaa Crrter staved, ne lolt another fusce,
but no torpedo The *train then nalled 'nto the vard ﬁnd
the condictsr uncoupled the crkosse, but 1t d41d nnt

clerr the maln truck and flarman Carter saaid he tent

back three »r four pﬂr—lengbhs, reviesining unt1l the

enGlas Tetvarned nad coapled teo the coponsese, pulling 1t
irte cleer. Mo zhen tried to clore the cmitelh, but could
not 4o g0 on -~ceovat of an rceuiletion of snow. In the
meaantiie, Conductor Baldwin, who h»d seen —~hat —as tking
place, uClZGd » proor fr-1 y trock nan, and ren torard

the s—itch, c~lling to =22 #lagrman thet treain No 13 hed
preged Porint 7 R, s Hearinz the tr-in cprroaching,

Flo 7iom Cartor s~1d he lazated o fusce and ~teorted

Tunning onell, but Wlel he heda reached o point about 10
cer-lergths enst ~f the s™itch, he heard the coaductor
call samethirg ¢2 him vhich he cnuld ant understand, and
cheserving 2t that time that the emiten light snd tne block
gipnnl 1ndiceti~n rcre green, he toraw avay the Tusee,

not horever before the engineman of train do. 13 had ceen
1t n1d shut -ff otcan As treia U'c 15 continued to ap-—
proash, the coaductor threr the s—itch for the riging, the
trein enterins the nnwth lesd tr-ck end collizcdiaz mith
Flarien Carter sa1d thoat vhen flazging -t
this pnant, 1t —as customary to stey oack three »r four
car-lengths urt:il the chOOFO hed been pulled into clear
and then 319 up Aand clonse the s—itch, wnd he further stoted
this 7ra thc Tfirst tine, to his kroWIEdge, that a cabonse
had nnt cleared i1his s™itch.
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Fnrirenan Robey, of trein o. 12, said he encountered
clear sizmoels fr~ Point of Rocke to Bruasmick yeord and
that his trrain —es ~oving at a cpeed ~f zbout 45 or 50
11les aa 27v.r ~hen he ~bserved the blnck cisnal ot Bruns-—
™lck yord 1z tne clear poasitior H2 sov a flagan vith a
fusee about s1x »r saven ch.—longthu erst of the Llock
pignal, and elthnugn as tozpcdoeg hal been exploied, he
reducod speed. The Ilogman, hoy-ever, threw -uwy the fusce
and Ensinenan Robey, nealn noting that the block signol
res 1n the cle~r positilorn, thea incrcased speed, continulng
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norker 11 ohte on the rear of the

“re stotements of Firemon Mortheroft, of train No.
1%, w~re sunstantially the same 28 those of Engineman
ROuey, excent "ith respect to the speed of the train ot
tre tire of the ~ccident, winica Firenan Mortheraft
estinated to rove been bevwveen 3»n ond 38 miles per heour.
He also ge1d that he observed ao werxer lighte on the
caboose until just prior o the collision, —hen he saw
one red rerick.

Ccaductor Hovern- e, of troin No. 13, said an

1r-brake test wom ma’: of his treirn velore leovaing
Beltimore, 2te 1a1tial termancl on this trip, end that
Liue oreles orked properly en route aAporoaching bruns-—
—ick yerd, he vos riding in the lact c¢car 1n the trein,
Thea nbo 't 40 car-lcaythe enst of the point of nccadent,
at ™iich timic he crtireted the speed to have been between
45 »nd 50 =1leg »n hour, hz felt the sleck being tcken
in, but epeed ¥ns then incicased, end ebout the time the
en-1ne entored *h svitch, an aemcrgency apnlication of
the brr'rs wrg arde., The trein continuwed ~pbeut 15 or 16
gnx-ler ths rod sonoped with the reer cr aect the s7iteh,
at ~hich tiwe Co :dhctor Hovernale te looked at his
wotch and 1t ves 7.28 a.m., Tne st onts of Brakeman
Eamart of trein Jo. 13, corrccoral ~cnernally the siote-—
ments of Conductor Hovernale ¢ongd 7 gpeed, meather,
anc. the tine of rccident,
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Operntor Shewbridre, stationed at Prunswick, stirted
he was c¢rllcd gooul 7.10 a.m,, v Cond:ctor BPldW1n who
reporte? his train had pulled into the verd, but thet the
coboose mes plocking the mein track OnerntnT Shevbridoe
sa1d he vorned Conductor Baldrin th~t train I"o. 13 had
paseed Boyd, ond at 7.25 a,u., Coaxdwuctor Baldwin again
callod him nnd reported his troan into clenr.

Tracarman Sclby, ce1d Lhe —was clecning snow from the
gmitches vhe=w the enrine and caboose »7 extrr 4801 pulled
into clepr on the north lead track, and os he eporoached
the swatch, Conductor = -1dwin took his broom »nd started
torard the switch., T: clkwan Selby eaxd the flazman started
brek, —aving o lishted fusee, and hed reacn~d a point
aahut four ra1l- 1en:+ﬁs eagt of the gTitch ~hen GOEductor
Beldw=ia called "Ground him", the flesmen immedintely
throring tne fusee into the snow. Trackman Selby seid he
3a the conductor thro— tane svitch beck and forth = ceouple
of times, trvinz 1o lock 1t, and the next thiug he obecrved
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vas train N . 15 emering the switeh ard ccllidine with
The canctee ol eltra 4601

Sl Zhierviser Seriell arrived at the scenc of
toe accrdent sbout 10.00 a.m. In compony wich the sipnel
nainteliner, ! e made a decalled ingpecsion of the blocl-
sigual nechonism, ene found nothing 1o ccnweeiion there-
Wwith w 1c.a micht have caused the accldent. Tr.sts made ~n
the Tollewring dav 1ndicated that the blecs s1¢nals, switeh,
erd switeh Lnterlnclzer, worled piooerly, aad tact 14 would
takxe a large accumulalion of lee to 1i-terfere vith th
cheration of tne ianterlocing mechanis::,

Cancusicnsa

T 1s accident was caused by an opel swiltch, foir which
Ccenductecr Laldvin, of exbra 4601, was “rimarilly resnnzsible.

Avcordin_ Lo evidence, excra 4601 arrived at
SJrunsuick yerd atv v 20 the accideat d17 uol occur

?
until Y.28 ¢ e DMuring cewrs 1nlerval of 20 minulbes, orac-

=

Caor
. ',fJ
—

o

=

Ticalls mo piotezoion was el oreced Lo Lo rear of we
trals, [oe flasmet ac all tLases pner L elesz to Lhe caneosce,
10 the cabcoce, ol auv % e wwitel loadiar, Jicm Lhe waln
Tracl 1nTo Tae Tard

L
terd, alcliy, e veaw er oS guormy and
train I'c L% w.s alregdy overddc. Luv Wwas non Ja.il 7.20
a.m,, .81 difi1cvluy was encocuateled by §.e flaficn 1n
clesi1g a1d lockuing tue s 1teh, w ot Jo1coctor Lalduin
beran w 374 sL_ns of 1nteiesu 1o lo kang cau Teor e rear
@i his train, and started fcr tle suitel himcell, while

tie flagnan starved sack wnth a liorteo lusee. Sven et
vhis late time, lcowever, 11 13 pichanle that the [usee was
seen oy t ¢ en lveman of train ilc. 13 1n e o stop, but
tb.e eond ector called somethiine oo 1 .o Ilaguman, . ich The
latter did not onderstand, and alter sseinp 11e avtomatic
cignol 1 toe clesr Domitice and a gireen 1nocicabion dis-
pleyed by tre switelr lamp, the 1legnel threw aray tae

fusee and the engilnemar c. irarn M 1% tnen began to work
steam, and 1% wag nouw until the trail vas close tc the
switech what ire conducteor agarn olened the switell and
cavsed the traoln to bBe diverted firem the naian track. T ere
15 aothing 1n the ™iles relievirg crevs [romn the cduty cf
secterting tleLs treins by Tla, when masan , sucl stovs as
18y be neressary prewerelor oy to neading, 12 ab olunsiick
~ard, and nc excuse ca.. ve offered l1or tue lairlure of Lne
conduetor and [la-man cl exoire 4601 Lo tale sinereet.c
reasires o~ this end, porlicuvlarly Jien 1c was ascertalned
tlat T e coboose d1d not eclear s main Tloch allter having
Heea oulb oft fren 6. e traiu. Hach or tiese em>rlcyeer sald
1% was cusicorery to do es they did on tiae day ol wle accl-
dent, 1T *his 1s tiec case, then a situotion exista which
requires rorreetive steps con the gert of supervising dlvi-
sisn orifi1cials
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411 of the employeecs involved -ere expcrienced men,
and ot the time »of the accident none of them had been on
duty 1n violatinn 2T any of the provieions 2f the houre
of service law, :

Regpectfully submitted,
W.P. BORLAND,

Director.



