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On .ieptaaber 16, 1919, tfeare was tr-*«aA»ona aellialan 

Mtttan a freight train and a Xoo«siOtlr« hauling two aabooaao, 

oo. tha Btatis-^ra & Ohio liallroad near Brooklyn, Ohio, whiah ra» 

malted in tha injury of a eajaoyeaa on duty and 2 eaplayee*? off 

duty* Aftsr investigation of thia a«oldant4 the Ohlaf of th* 

Bureau of Safety reports m follows t 

fha c. & v, aufc-division of tha Baltimore & Ohio 

Railroad, on which this aoaldont oaourred, extends fro« Olava-

land, Oaia, to Valley Junction, Ohio, a dietane® of H «Uaa# 

Frdm Cleveland to Hi) tower, a. diat&noe of 6 miloa, tha Una la 

doubla-tracked « h l l « tha reiaa tndor of tut Una is ainglaKtraoked* 

frain Bdvaaanta ar# governed by tiae-tabla and train orders, no 

bloak eignal ay a t e a being in use* 

ffea a eel dent ooourred at a point approximately 1 mlla 

e**t of Brooklyn and apprOxloately 3 Bailee wast af Willow* Bo-

ginning at & point feat east of Ĵ rooklyn ot&tton dud pro* 

seeding in on oustorly direetion there la a S-degrea eurve to 

tha loft about 1,000 f*at in length, about hCO feat of tangent 

track, una. a o~de&ree aurvo to tha right about l»o&0 foot in 

length 'x'be aollieion ooearrod on this oarve obeat &00 faat 

eaat of lta weetorn and* Approaohlng from tha e&at, there if 

a ooapound oarvo to tha right, having a anxi&ttm ourvatura of 

ft dagr*«o, followed by 2d0 foot af tangent and than tha ourve on 



wiiioh th* collision eouurred* on ueootuat of a high ttjab&nkaeat 

on tho ins id:- of this eurvs the view of engimoaen on train* 

appreaohlng froa either direction ie 1 baited to * dlstuaee of 

aboat 400 foot* Sh* grade at the point of aooldont is level* 

billow station, loeatod M miles east of Brooklyn, ie 

a non-telegraph station, but thero i« a telephone lcrated at tho 

western enA of th© ballding and eoameoted with tho d la patellar'a 

offioe at Howard street, Akron. On tho south side of tho sain 

track at Willow there is a passing traak having a eapaolty for 

holding a loeeaotive and 41 ear** she eastern and of th* paaa-

inir traek ie aboat 300 foot weet of tho station while the awitea 

at the westorn end Is loeatod aboat 473 feet west of tho eastern 

end of a S~degree 30-fAinute eurvo aboat 1,889 foot in length. 

An embankment on the inside of this ourre $rr«vent# tho onfiaoira 

of an approaching eastboand train fro© sowing a train on tho 

passing traok until only l&O or liOO foot away* Th% view from 

a loaomotlvo standing at tho west end of tho pawning traok is 

limited to the same Uatanee* 

On Juptombor 14th wootboand looosaotlve £627 galling a 

train of freight ears and a oabooao left low Oatftla Jaaatloa, 

Pa,, on routs to Olevolana, Ohio, at 7*So p*a«, tho train being 

in ohargo of Oonduotor Unacrwood and Englnomn ;>enae • At Akron 

Sanction Goaduotor aiohardson boarded tho train to oat as pilot 

for Condaeter Underwood and reported to his* at that point, 2his 

train was filled out tb 60 freight oara at Akron and loft Akron 

Amotion at 4*60 a.au, so Renter loth, arriving at Akron Howard 



street at o*0g a«a* At this polrit Dispatcher frisek delivered 

to 3on4ueter Sfnderweod a slearanee tart, torm 4, aad d train 

orders, none of whlok are ^lreotly Involved In tnie aooldent* 

^roln order So* dOd, however, designated this train as 1st Ie* 

97. Train let Bo* 9? departed tern Akron ile safer d Street, the 

last open train order station, at 6*47 a*®*, 7 hoars and S min

utes late, and headed into tho passing traok at v.lilow to wait 

for eaotoound passenger train Be* $£• fken train So* 60 ap

proached the west switch of tho passing traok tke englneasa of 

that train was flagged and given a signal that tke roar end of 

train lot So* 97 was not into clear* After train So* 60 passed 

the head end of train let to, 97, tha latter train headed oat 

on to tke r,ain line to allow tke passenger train to pass its rear 

end* It thon proceeded toward its destination, leaving billow 

at 7*30 &*su At about 7*40 a*su* while train 1st So* 97 was 

travelling at a speed estistatod at ketween & and IB a ilea em 

hour, it oollided with train Sd HO* 60* 

Bastooand passenger train let Us* dO was a regularly 

{scheduled train running between Cleveland and Bridgeport* Ohio, 

and was in charge of conductor Barrens and !£aginoiaan Burke, At 

Cleveland the orew received » copy of train order Ho* 407 reading 

as follows 1 

"go, sixty 60 i£n@* 131& display signals ilD rower to 
Akron Junction for 55ng* 2080.n 

tale train loft Cleveland at 7*00 a*m*t on time, and stopped at 

KB rower whore green signal flags are ol&iaed to have keen placed 

on the loooaotive in aeesrdaaa* with train order 80* 4071 It 

left m Sower at 7*16 a*a,, 3 minutes late, m% train let m* 



97 at Willow and proeaedsd on its way eastward, rmQhim$ death 

Fork the first ©pan day truln order offlae beyond KB Sewer at 

7,31 a*m# 

Train 2d lie* 60 ©oaJlatsd of loewmsvtlve 2080 and I 

am bosses and ma in oiarge of Conductor Mley and Snglnaman 

*ieBarney* A t i » Tower tho orew received train order 3a « 40T 

and a oloaruaee oard form a . It left KD tower at 7.38 a*a* and 

ooliidad with train let Ho* 97 about 1 utile oast of Braoklyn 

while running at a speed of ;?-i> or 30 Miles aa hoar* 2he weather 

at ths time of the aooident m@ oleady* 

She force of ths collision drove truln M Ho* 60 bask 

a distance of about SO feet* She front sad of the looometivm 

of that train mounted the front end of the looo&otive of train 

1st Ho. 97 and Its engine traoke bea&eui derailed* Beth oaboos «s 

and ths tender of train 2d Bo* 60 remained on the traok* fhe 

engine of train 1st JJo. 97 was derailed but remained on the road

bed parallel to the traek, while the tander reminsd on ths rails, 

which had bean turned over under tho wheels* 2h* leading truok 

of the first oar of One train and one wheel of ths fifth ear 

were derailed* fhe twelfth oar irom the head end was slightly 

damaged and tho fifth oar from the roar end bnakled up so that 
the body of it was afterwards destroyed* 

Dispatcher Irisoh, on duty at Akron Eeumrd Street* 

stated that on the morning of the aoeldsnt he delivered 4 train 

orders and a olsaranoa sard to Conductor Underwood of train 1st 

So* 97, but gave no capias of tha order a to Bilot H lobar da on as 

required by rule. He stated that he thought OSmamstor Underwood 



m® mora qualified to have charge ot the train than th« allot, 

not knowing at that ti&e that filot liieaardsen had boon aot* 

ing ao brakeman ©var tho 2, ft v* sab~division for tho past 

10 months* 

2nginoaan aentse of train lot Ko. f? • to tod that whoa 

ha loft Akron Howard street ho figured that a o had Use to go 

to Brooklyn for train So, $0 hut upon reaching Braokavilie he 

discovered he samld not make Brooklyn and therefore upon rosea** 

lag Willow pulled into the passing traok at that point* He 

stated that he palled into the aiding as far as possible sat 

about £ oars 3feiil pre traded out oa to the n&ia traok at the 

eastern end of the pissing traok* fhs *ea4 brakeaaa them went 

forward with a flag to protest against train so* eO* Sis traia 

had been la ths aiding about 16 miautss before train IS* aO 

arrived aad whs& he hoard the passenger train approaching he 

arose and started his lubrloator* When train Ho. 40 appeared 

he m i leaking out of ths front window* but said that if It ms 

displaying signals hs did not notion thesu Ho stated that tbe 

speed of traia No* $Q was about SO or 30 miles sa hour and en 

account of the ourve he m able to a so the locomotive for only 

about one engine length* He stated that he Jeard the engine* 

man of train Ho* 60 answer the head brakeman** flagging signals 

but did not hear him sound any whistle signal calling attention 

to the signals said to be displayed on ths looamotlve* go said 

that there were no unusual conditions that would have prevented 

hi® hearing whatever signals were sounded by the angiaeman of 

traia Is , W and he was of t»e opinion that it would have besa 



impossible for the onginesnua of imln fto# 60 to sound any 

ml dlreetly after ana wiring the flagfwa's signals wltho&t ale 

noticing it* After train No* 00 panned he sailed in the flag* 

man and reoalvad a signal to go ahead, The oondaotor boarded 

tho train aboat 3& ears book from tho loeoaaotire and an hla 

train me palling out of the siding so a* to olear the roar end 

of tho main traek, tho oonduotor gave fela a proooed signal* 

iie stated that tho speed of hie tr&ln at tho time of tho ool-

lleioa with train 2d r?e» &0 was about 8 alio© as hour* 

firontan latos of train lot m* 97 state* that when 

train let Ho, m was approaohlng tne passing traok at Willow ho 

hoard g short blasts of tho whistle in answer to the head brake-

^an's flagging signals* Ho was not looking oat of the window 

when train 60 saao into sight and did not goo the looofeb* 

tlvo until tho oab was opposite hii» own l&ao&otiYe* lie thero* 

fers ooold net say whether or not tho loeottstlvo of train Ho. 

m waa carrying signals* He further stated that he did not 

hoar any whittle signal mounded by the enginoisaa of train Bo. 

60 other than tho % short blasts In answer to tho head brake* 

issn's signal® and Is sure taat if any other signals were sounded̂  

ho wo 14 have notleod thesu he estimated the speed of his train 

at tho time it oolUdod with train ad Bo, 60 at 4 or 6 niloo an 

hoar* 

Head irakebtan cooper of train 1st io« %1 stated that 

whim his train palled into tho siding at willow he saw that tho 

roar end met not entirely into olear, so wont forward to flag* 

go had reaohsd a point about 10 oar lengths west of tho west 



passing traok awitoh «hen he »s*w train Ho* do approaching* 

being about la ear lengths diotant when ko first saw It* fko 

(mgiaonas of train HQ. et> answered hia signals with I short 

blaato of tho wfclatl* and ho thon gar* tho engineman a signal 

to indlomto that train lot So* 97 was not into eleer at tko oast 

end of tho paaaiag traok* as tho looamotiv* passed by, tho 

©nginemo.'i gave him a signal indicating that ho undorotood* Eo 

stated that tho speed of train So* #0 ao tho loooaotiTO passed 

kirn was about m miles aa hour* Eo la positive that there wore 

no signals displayed on tko looomotive and the only wfcletle 

(Signals ho heard from the loooaotlvo of train Be* dO vera % 

short blasts in answer to hia flag* Srakeman Ooopor stated 

that after the train passed, ko walked bask to tke passing traok 

switoh, opened it , tko train headed out on tho sain lino* and 

he boarded the looomotive as i t passed aim* 

flagman Boone of train 1st Mo* stated that when his 

train palled into tke siding at grille* the train a topped witk 

about % oara out on tho main traok and he wont baek about 20 

oar lengths to flag* on tko arrival of train 1st 9** 60 from 

tke west, ho was sailed in by the engineman and ho ran in, eleoed 

the east swlteh and eaagnt the eaboose. He stated that train 

So* m had to slow down approaching tko oast switoh to allow hi* 

train to get into elear. Eo further stated that the engiaemaa 

of train No* 60 *euitded tke wJiiatlo when passing the oaeoea* to 

indloate that there was a following ssotlon and h* aoknowl*dg*d 

this signal by holding up hi* hand* He stated that he did not 

see any flags dieplayed on tke looomotive but «as not in a pool* 



tiea to oe« ths*. It tho? aad been displayed* tho roar and 

of train 3o. 60 parsed tha caboose, tho conductor of that train 

a**.ed where tfcoy w i e going for train Ed Ho* §0 and ho gave tho 

conductor a signal to indicate that thoy wars going to remain 

at \71llow* Ho stated that his own train kept on moving and he 

swung a otop signal *lth hia red flag hat on account of tho ourve 

ho oould not see any one on ths head end of his train and his 

signals wore therefor® not obssrved* Ho aad Pilot iUohardson 

then decided that train 1st Bo* 60 mast have left orders with 

tho head and regarding train Ed jr« a 60* After tho oaboose had 

reached a point about Ife oar lengths beyond the wast switch of 

the passing traek, Conductor tm&erwosd. came bask to ths canoese 

and tha flagman asked him what orders he aad concerning traia 

E4 So. 60* the conductor replying that they wars going to KD 

fewer and that train gd So* oO ha* bettor stay into clear there* 

Ha further stated that he did not say anything to the conductor 

about train 1st Bo* 60 carrying signals for a following section 

and that laa&mnoh aa he called the conductor *c attention to the 

fact that there was* another section of traia ®o* 30* ha thought 

he had properly fulfilled hie duties* 

Pilot 'liohardson of train 1st So* 9f stated that when 

he was enUsd to aot as pilot* he tal& tho call boy that he had 

not been examined on the 0. T* & V, £ub*divl8len and was net 

qualified, but tho call boy told him that terminal trainmaster 

Sanalay had said he should go* Mo therefore took charge of 

train 1st Uo. 97 at Akron aad while at Akron June tien, conductor 

file:///71llow*
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Underwood to 14 hi* that ho had boon running over thie torrltory 

for the peat 6 or f nontha and aid not need a pilot* At Akron 

Howard stroat tha ©nginoman and oondu©tor wora given ordora and 

the oondwotor road tha orders to him« Ha did not, however, ro* 

oeive oopios of tho orders for hisoolf* 4&om the train stopped 

at Willow, ho romlnod in the oabcaae to see that tha awitoh wan 

properly set; tho flagman want oa«k to flag while the aonduotor 

wont op toward tho head and of tho iraln. So did not hoar tha 

engineaKtn of train 3o« 40 sound the whistle *o It puftod tha head 

end of his train* At the time train So. 40 paaoot tho eabooeo 

ho wao standing on tho roar platform and not load tho green flag 

signals on tho loooajotlv*. The onglnosmn of train SO* 40 aloo 

oallod hia attention to tha utgmXs by sounding tho whiotlo, wniofa 

ho anawerad by holding ap two flagera and than dropping hia hand 

toward his engino* Ka atatod that ao tho roar part of train So» 
i 

40 paaoad, tha aonduotor of that train ao&o4 hln where thoy woro 

going for train M So, &0 and ho eh ragged hia a ho aide re to indi* 

oato that ho did not know* Hia train than polled out on to tho 

aaln traok and whan Conductor Underwood oaaio bank to tho oaoooao 

he told h i a train lot Ho* 40 wao o&rrying algaalo and aakod his 

whore they wore going for train 2d Be* oOj tho ac*nduetor re* 

marked that train £4 34* 40 had hotter atay at 33 towor an that 

wao where they were going for It* Pilot a iehardBoa than took 

it for granted that tha conductor had rOoolvod information from 

train 1st Ho, 40, and ho theroforo saa&o no attompt to hold tho 

train at willowt neither did ha insist OH ooein^ tho aondnotor 
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©rdera. So thought that inasunuoh &s conductor Underwood had been 

on this run for the pant 6 or 7 *©atha ho know <aore about tho 

work than hissaelf, pilot hiohardson maintained that ho wa# net 

qualified to aot ao pilot on tho 0. 1T. 4 V. tib-division, olaim* 

ing that ho was not thoroughly familiar with a fow of tho earve* 

and grades* However, whan questioned ho stated oorreetly tho 

loomt ion of a l l train order signals and sidings and tho eapaolty 

of some of tho sidings* His statement* indioatod that ho had 

worked on this part of tho road for 10 oonths la looal freight 

@ err lee; also that there was no different* in the operating rales« 

flonduotor underwood of train 1st He* 9? denied that he 

told Pilot iioharajon that ho had boon miming ever the 0, ?* & V. 

oaWdlvislen for tho past 6 or 7 laontha, bat told hl^ that he 

bad ran ovor the read between Akron Junction and Cleveland, a l 

though not this year* He stated that when his train atopped at 

Willow, Flagman Boone went beak to protest tho rear or the train 

as i t ŵ s net entirely olear of the aain traok, while ho himself 

went to tho head end of the train to see if i t wer« not possible 

for tho train to pall entirely on to tho passing traok. After 

finding it was not possible ho walked to tho west switeh and ob

served Brakeraan Cooper aboat 10 oar long the west of tho awl t oh 

and s t i l l walking westward* m train Be* 60 appreeeaed he heard 

tho eng l&eaait of that train BO and % short blasts in answer to the 

brakomn'fs signals, this was not tho proptr signal with whiah 

to answer flags and he was not therefore sure that the onginoawa 

of train So. 60 had seen arakoas*n Cooper* He stated that he baa 

a view of the leeo&otlve of train So* W for aboat IS oar lengths 
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but did net observe &ny aignta flags die plays 4 oa the locomo

tive* Eke only whistle signal that as heard eounded by the 

engineman ef train la* 60, other than ths 8 short blasts, was 

whan ths locomotive was nearly te the ©ant end of ths pasoing 

traok* After traia Ho* 60 had passed* tho engineman oalied 

in tke flogman, and he milked toward tko looomotive to get 

a signal from th© roar end of the train if w should be given. 

His train then polled out on the sa&in traok and so boarded the 

train about 20 or Ei oar lengths from tke west ewitok* So 

tkea ftave hia engineman a proceed signal and went baok to tke 

e&beeso, :hea ha reached the oa boose, flagjcaua aoene asked 

him where they were going for train Sd 10* 60 and he told the 

flagman that he had nothing on train Sd Bo* do and that as far 

as he know they wore going to ED Tower* He stated that no was 

not awure that train 1st 9o* iQ had displayed signals indlo^t* 

ing that another section was following and that tho flagman's 

question did not suggest anything of tko kind to him* Eo naid 

tho pilot aeksd him nothing* 

Inglnemon Burke of train 1st Ko* 60 stated that on 

tke iay of the aooldent ho received an order at Cleveland to 

carry signals from KD !£ewer to Akron Junction to indicate that 

looomotive 2080 was following* Be saw hie fireman plane tko 

green signal tfl&ga on tho head end of the looomotive at Bl 

tower, after which he oalied them to the attention of train In* 

91, standing nearby, by sounding one long and two short blasts 

on the whistle, and the e^lneaan of train Bo* 91 answered him. 



Appreaching th© wait switch at willow he was flagged about 10 

ear lengths? from th® switoh by the head braksman of train let 

Ho. 97* He firat saw the head brakeman when only about 3 oar 

lengths from hiaj he answered ths flagging signals with £ short 

blasts of tho whistle, because JUS did not have time to givs tha 

oorrsst signal of £ short and 1 iong blaat, and also shut off 

sterna and apply tho brakes, before reaching ths owl ton. is state* 

that tha hraksman thsn gave him a proofed signal and a signal in

dicating that train 1st No. 97 was not into sioar at ths oast end 

of the passing traok. e stated that he paaaod the locomotive 

on the aiding at a spaed of lfi or 20 miles an hour and saw Sn-

gineman dense sitting in tha sab* Shen about opposlts the Is* 

cenetlve he mounded one long and two abort blasts of the whittle 

to indioate that he was carrying signals for a following train* 

His signal wa@ followed by the wound af the whistle on the 

loeemotiva of train 1st Ho, 97, but on account of the noise mads 

by his own locomotive ho oould not Bay positively whether or not 

Snglneman Jens* answered his signal* However, he took it far 

granted that ha did* Es sounded the sasse signal again at ths 

rear and of tho train and saw two men standing on the rear plat-

farm of tbe caboose, one af -whoai £&vo him a hand signal* Hs 

stated that the caboose m,® moving when he i&ssed it* 

fireman Bowman of train 1st Ho. 60 stated that he pat 

two green signal flags on tho head and of the locomotive at BE 

To^erj ths condition of these flags waa fair* they being neither 

new nor old* he stated that ha heard his engineman answer the 

srakemaa*s signals approaching illlow and is positive that 
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l&tginemn 3ar&e so undo 4 on* long and two abort blaota of the 

whletle to oall attention of tho en l̂na draw of train last ! « , 

97 to tho signals tho? wore carrying. He said tho looojaativo 

of hia train wao Baking an unusual avoant of noise on aooount 

of popping and he id not know whoth#r or not tha eaglnosaan of 

train 1st So* 91 anoworaa tho signal* So io sure that hi* on-

glnoman also sotradod tha whistle again, calling tho attention 

of tha âmooro of tho oiew on the rear and of train lot &o» i? 

to tfct» yigaala on hit loaeaotive, and ha aaw too two trainmen 

standlag on the rear platform of tho e&hoooa ^ive hia engine toon 

a prooood signal* fireman. Bowaan further statod that no aid mot 

ask hia eagimeman Mother or not tho engineaan of train lot Mo* 

97 answered hia signal for tho reaoon that he did not think of 

doing oo* 

3oaduator Bnrraao of train lat So* 60 atated that whilo 

at S3 tower ho nasi the fireman of hia train with the green signal 

flags in hia hand and aloo aaw him whan ha atarted to put than 

on tha looomotlwe* Bo aloo etated that when paoaing tha head 

am of train lat Bo, 9? at Willow ho heard Z short blaota of a 

whistle, but ooald not say whether It wao the whistle of train 

lat So* »T or the whlatlo of hia own train* «nan paoaing tho 

eabooaa, he oallad to the two mma standing on the roar platform, 

asking them whore they wore going for train 2d Ho* 60, and 

thaae men gave him & hand signal indioatlng that they wore to 

ramain at Willow* 

Brakeaan arook of train lot Wo, 60 gtated that ha oaw 
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the greon signal flags put on the looeiaotive at 2D tower* On 

arrival at .fillow he heard hin engmesten sound one long ana tee 

abort blasts on the whistle indieating that they were slurrying 

signals for a following section. However, he did not reaeHper 
hearing an eeknowleig»ont of this signal from train lot ®e# 

971 neither did ho hoar his englnemn sound the whistle again 

when passing the aa boose* 

Baggageaian MoCleary of train let Ho* 60 stated thai 

his train was flagged at willow and he heard isngiaeman Burke 

answer with % short and one long blast of the whistle* followed 

olosoly by a whistle indioatlng that tho train was carrying sig

nals for a following aestion* Be stated that he Aid net hear 

the train on the siding aeknewlsdge tho snginexsan's whistle sig

nals * Ee hoard Xngineaaa Burke again sound the mm signal at 

the roar end of the e&beose but as he was en tho other side 

of the baggage oar ho did not eeo anyone on the oaboeee ef 

train 1st Ho* 97* He stated further that after the eceident 

ho remarked to zing i nomas Burke, wtou aoundad a whistle bath at 

the head and the rear end of the train," to whloh Snginoajan Burke 

replied, "I did, but X don't know whether or not the wm at the 

head end answered." 

i£ngln«mtn HsBarmey of train a d £o# &G stated that at RJ> 

fewer he resolved train order 4 0 7 whloh stated that train let 

So. 60 would display signals for his train frost that point to 

Akron Junction. Bis train was held at KD Sever until train let 

!fe, 30 reaehed south Park* He stated that he first eaw train 
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let fa* 97 when not more than 160 yard* away at srhlek time hi* 

trata wae running at & apeed of about 30 stiles am boar* 

Fireman Christ of train £4 HO* 60 stated that he did 

not see train List no, 99 until the trains *ore within three ear 

lengths of eaoh other* 

2ho statements of tho various employees involved ere 

oonfliotlng as to whether or not the engine of train 1st f*« &0 

was carrying signals* xhe members of tho orevv of that train 

state that ths proper signal flags bad been plaoed on the engine, 

She engineman of train 1st So* 97 apparently did net netlem par

ticularly, and the statements of th* head brakoman and fireman 

indicate that they did not look, while the flagman said that hs 

was not in position to see them* the conductor said that h* 

did not see them, but the pilot did see them, and in view of tko 

apparent inattention to duty on tke part of the other member* 

Of the crow it is believed that his statement is correct* 

there i » also a question as to whether or not tke cm* 

flneman of train 1st Be. dO eounded tko proper whistle signal 

when passing tke head end of train So, SO* calling attention to 

tko flag signal* displayed* Skere is an equal amount of testi

mony on both aidea of tke question* but when tho condition 

existing is fully considered* it is believed to bo possible that 

ho did not sound thie signal* She condition leading to this 

suggestion arises from tko manner in which ho was flagged* Hlo 

engine was earning around a eurvo where he oould see but a short 

dlotano* and when ho saw tho flagaan ho thought i t was a eas* 

of short flagging and did not take the time to sound tko ful l 
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whietlo signal in ana war to tha flat ha for a shutting off etena 

and applying the air brakes* Having hio mind occupied in thin 

taanner, it i « possible that he did not sound tha proper signal* 

ta aall attention to tha flags displayed, when passing tha 

head end of train 1st Ho, 97* H* olataed that ha did soon* 

them, however, hut a&id ha was not oure they were aeinowledged* 

In this event, ha should have heon governed hy tha previaloa 

of rale So* $8, whioh raado as follows; 

"One long and two short B la s t* of tho whlatlo is an 
Indloatlon that -a train is die play lag signals for a fol
lowing asotion and will bo given at both the front and 
roar and of trains affootod thereby, and bo answered by 
two abort biasto of tho whistle* and also from tho roar 
of tha train by trainmen i n aooordanoo with role l£ 
If not anowarod i n aooordanoo herewith the passing train 
Will bo stopped, roes on for not answering obtalnod and 
a report made by telegraph to tho ^superintendent from tho 
first open train order station at whioh train giving the 
signal steps*n 

fho direot eauoe of tds aeoidont was tha failure of 

train let So, 0? to remain on tho siding at Willow until tho ar~ 

rival of train id no* 60, for whioh JSaglnestan sense, Conduetor 

Underwood and Pilot -ilohardBon, being in charge of tho train, off* 

ahielly responsible* although a l l of tho other jaoabero of tho 

oraw oontriboted mora or looo to tho aooldont* 

That ^agineaan Burke sounded tho proper signal when his 

train pasaad the roar of lot Bo* 97 is not disputed, both tho 

pilot and tha flagman of the freight train hoaxing this signal 

and understanding oloarly that thare « s a @eoond saofcion, wkilo 

they war® olao aaked by the oonduotor of train 1st #0* SO whore 

they were #©im§ for tha &*oond asotion* -'hon train lot 50, 97 
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eWrtfed ahead after the Jeperture of train let He* 60* the flag* 

aaa tried to signal the fcugiuosaa to step, using a red flag for 

the purpose, out on aocoant of the curvature of tho track, his 

signals wore not seen at the nead ena of the train* Both ho 

and Pilot Mohardson uouid have stopped tho train Immediately 

by ffieatts of tho oonduotor's valve, out neither of thorn &ade any 

atteant to do ao hut decided that probably orders had toon re* 

oeived and therefore the; #ould wait until the oonduo tor return* & 

to the eaboose* when the oonduo tor returned, he was asked where 

he wae ^olng for the seoond section of train So* 60, and he 

claimed he said he had no oidera relative to that train and that 

e© far ass he kne% they wore going to Kti fewer* There la a dis

pute as to the conductor*^ exact reply, the pilot and flagman 

ttl&iiainfc ii« said they were going to fewer and that train M 

8e* 60 had setter $tay tuare, Apparently none of the three ssen 

paid any further attention to the matter, although the oaftvarna

tion certainly should have raised a doubt in the Mads of a l l 

three as to the right of their train to th« wain track, and they 

should have been governed by rule go* 40, which reads as folio we: 

"}onduotore engltte&en and trainman are rquired to 
give close attention to signals displayed by other trains 
and their elgaif ioaaco, whether their attention is called 
to the* or not* It in doubt, a train will not leave a 
station or siding until the conductor and sngirteaaa agree 
as to what siimals, if any, wore displayed by opposing 
er paeslng trains, and will report to the superintendent 
failure to call attention to theta** 

1 contributing o&uae was the failure of Bnginestaa Burke 

of train 1st Ho. 60 to bring ale train to a stop as required by 

rule so* 38 when he was in doubt as to whether or not the ea&ine-



man of train 1st go* 97 had acknowledged hlo signal, 

nth tho exception of Head arakemon Ooeper of train 

1st !lo* 07, a l l of the employees involved were experienead nan 

with good records, although it la noted that both Conductor 

Ondarwood and Pilot jUafcardaon had charged against each of them 

ono oaao of falling properly to protoot ay flag, while 3agiaemaa 

lurks had boon reeponeihls for a reer-snd collision duo to hit 

following o train too closely* Tho orew of train let He* 9? 

had bean on duty about 13 hour® after periods off duty ranging 

from 10 to && hours* Enginesmn Burks had bean on duty a l itt le 

wore than one hour af tor a period off duty of about 11 hoars* 

fhis investigation developed that tha failure of the 

dispatcher to issue coplew of ths train ordsrs to Pllct iickarasoa 

was because he oansidered Conductor tmdarwood to be better as* 

qua ia tad with tha road* In reuohing this conclusion, Mepataas? 

Urisoh was acting on an unwarranted assumption. The rcsponsl-

billty for placing Pilot Mahardson on the train was not r.io; a l l 

he had to do was to issue tea terain orders correctlyv whloh ia* 

cludad the famishing of ecples to ths pilot, ana in this PU* 

patchor xrlsoh failed absolutely to do his duty* ¥here is n# 

excuse whatever for uach a flagrant violation of important ©per* 

ating ralss, and It may well b« that thie attitude on ths part of 

the dispatcher, coupled with the alleged statement of Conductor 

underwood that he Aid not aaod a pilot, was responsible for tha 

apparent lack of interest displayed by rilot Hichardson ia the 

handling of me traia* 


