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IN HE INVESTIGATION OF AH ACCIDENT MICH OCCURRED OH THE 
BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD AT BRIDGEVILLE, OHIO, 

ON AUGUST 4, 1918. 
October 6, 1916. 

On August 4, 1918, there was a bead*and collision 
between tiro freight trains on tbe Baltimore a Ohio Railroad 
at Bridgeville, Oblo, resulting ia tbe death of one employee 
and injuries to three employees. After Investigation, tbe 
Ohief of the Bureau of Safety submits tbe following reportt 

The Central Ohio sub-division on whloh the accident 
occurred, extends betaaen Newark and Sohiok, Ohio, a dietanos 
of 103*3 miles. It is a single-track line running generally 
east and west on whloh train movement a are governed by time 
table, telephonic train orders and a manual blook signal sys
tem. East bound trains are superior to trains of tbe same 
olaes moving in tbe opposite direct ion. 

The trains involved in the accident were west bound 
freight train So, 77, ooneisting of engines 3507 and 305 
ooupled, with 39 loaded and 3 empty oars, in charge of Coa-
duotor Hlbaugh and Enginemen Howard aad Sworn, and east bound 
freight train aid No. 70, consisting of engines S918 and 3631 
ooupled, with 55 loaded and 4 empty oars in charge of Conductor 
Freaae and Snginemen Pyle and MoDonald. 

Train Bo. 77, due at Bridgeville at 11.37 p.m. on tbe 
3rd, arrived at Brldgeville at 11.04 a.m. of the 4th. At this 
point there was a delay of a few minutes la a witching, after 
whloh Conductor Milbaugb reoelved order No. 69 reading as fol
lows: 



•Second 2nd Bo. Sorority 70, engines 3918 aad 
3831 oonpled take elding aad meet Ho. Seventy Seven 
77, Engines 3507 and U. p. 90S coupled at Bridgeville 
Instead af Bonora. * 

This order gave Ho. 77 the right to prooeed west over the main 
traok as far as the west saltan, and while doing so at a speed 
of about 6 miles an hour, it oollided with 3ad Ho. 70. The 
aoeldont ooourred at 11.23 a.m., at whloh tine tbe weather was 
olear. 

Train aad Ho. 70 left Hewark at 7.46 a.m. on the date 
of the aeeident, 0 hours and 3 niautes late. At BZ tower, the 
last open telegraph off ios, 11 miles west of Bridgeville, this 
train reosivsd order Ho. 89 reading as follows; 

•Seoond 3nd Ho. Seventy (Erasure) 70, engines 3916 
and 3631 oonpled & neat Ho. Seventy Seven 77, engines 
3507 & U. P. 305, coupled at Bridgeville, instead of 
Sonera, * 

Train and Ho* 70 departed from BZ tower at 10.46 a.m. 
and oollided with train Ho. 77 between the passing traok switches 
at Bridgeville while running about 13 miles per hour. 

At Bridgeville the grade is slightly asoendlng froa 
the west, where, parallel to the main traok on the north side, 
is a passing siding with a capacity of 93 oars. On the south 
of, and also parallel to, ths main traok is a storage traok 
about 4,000 feet in length, ths west switch to whloh is located 
just east of H. 0. Tower and about 600 foot east from where the 
accident ooourred. Leading from this awitoh to near tha middle 
of the passing siding is a cross over traok. 

Approaching the scene of tbe aooldent from the west, 

there is a tangent about 3,000 feet in length, succeeded by a 



B-degree and 17 minute curve to the left about 1300 feet long 
followed by another tangent of about 10,000 feet. It wan on 
the east end of this ourve and near the beginning of the tan
gent that the accident ooourred. The curve ia in a out about 
30 feet in depth, the right side of which ia the more promi
nent and whloh Unite the view from an engine moving eastward 
to a range of about 300 feet* 

Tho tank of engine 2916, which was the lead engine of 
train Ho. 70 was derailed and turned over to the south and clear 
of the main traok, ths engine Itself remaining oa the traek* 
Tha seoond engine and teak of No. 70 headed south end cleared 
ths main traok. With the exceptions of the 7th, Bth and 9th 
ears, which were derailed, and the 6th and 10th oars, each of 
which had one pair of wheels derailed, all of the oars in train 
lo. 70 remained on ths traek. In train Ho. 77, the head engine. 
Ho, 3607, was derailed, as was also one pair of wheals of tho 
fourth oar in the train* 

Order Ho. 89, as received by train 3nd Ho. 70 at BZ 
tower, did not restrict the rights of that train, and la making 
ths meet with train Ho. 77, train Bad Ho. 70, being the superior 
train, had a right to use the main traok at Bridgeville as far 
as the east switch* 

Train Dispatcher Height etated that the order as given by 
him ever the telephone was for 3nd 70 to take siding and meet 
Ho. 77 at Bridgeville; ths or dor was so wrlttsn in ths dis
patcherf s trala order book* 



Operator Tamer at Bridgeville alec etated taat tne 
order as given by tbe dispatcher directed 3ad Ho. 70 to take 
aiding at Bridgeville, and tbe order given by him to Conductor 
Hilbaugh of train 97 was so written. 

Operator Last on at BZ tower etated tbat tbo order was 
taken by bin in a hurry so tbat it oould bo iansdiatsly de
livered and Urns af feet a meeting point for tha two trains at 
a station farther seat than first arranged. In oopylng ths or
der he said he was a few words behind the dispatcher* and that 
in oorrseting the number of the eastbound train from 73, as 
first written, to 70, It was possible that hs had laft out ths 
words Hake siding* after the first *eeuplsd* and bsfors ths 
character and that in repeating the order to the dispatcher 
in accordance with the rules h- had repeated the words 9take 
siding* although those words wsrs not oopied in ths order. Es 
also admitted that the presence of the oharaster "&* indicated 
that he had not written the order as given to him and as re
peated by hla. In response to the question as to whether hs 
felt that he was respoaeible for the aooidsnt, hs replied: "If 
1 left thsas two words out, which evidently Z did according to 
the statements of Kr. Height and Mr. Tarner, no one else bnt 
me oould be responsible. * 

Hale 311 of the Book of Rules of ths Baltimore & Ohio 
Railroad Company, governing train ordere, provides: 

*Ih n a '19' train order has been transmitted. 
Operators must (unless otherwise dlreoted) repeat it 
at once from ths manifold copy, in the suooession in 
whloh ths several offloss have been addressed." 



Operator Lartea did sot do this ia taat he failed 
to repeat the order aa he had oopied it. 

Sale 301 of the ease hook of rules provides also that 
traia orders must he *olear; ia the prescribed forae ehea ap
plicable) aad without erasure, alteration or interlineation.* 

The order ae aooepted by the orew of train and lo. TO 
did not comply with this rule in two respects, namely i 

(1) The order was not olear in that* following the 
first word •coupled, • there waa the character i&* whioh in it
self indloated that something had been left out of the order whth 
It was their duty to hare oleared up before aooeptlng It. 

(2) The order contained an erasure aad alteration, 
which/in itself, as explained by Operator Laxton, related 
only to a train number aad did not bear on the movement of 
the train itself, should not have been aooepted by the train 
orew. 

tor Lastoa handed hia the order at BZ tower and he gave a oopy 
to both of his enginenen aad remarked to them that it was a 
straight neet order; they all understood the order together 
and agreed that they were to hold the main traok at Bridgeville. 
He said he ashed the operator about the erasure, and he replied 
that he had put a wrong figure there; that waa all. When he 
got on the caboose he shoved the order to his flagmen, who 
oailed hie attention to the foot that the operator had made a 
ohange in the order, and hs told his flagman that the order waa 
all right. Oonduotor Frease admitted that in aooeptlng the 

Oonduotor Freas? of train 2nd Ho, 70 stated that Opera-



order with aa erasure oa it, he violated the rule, hut stated 
that after the operator had explained it ta hia. he waa satis
fied it was all right* 

EngiaaBen Pyle stated that he knew there was a rale 
against receiving orders containing erasures or Interlineations* 
aad 'that order 9& was not a correct order under this rule, hut 
after the operator*e explanation, the order was understood toy 

all to he a straight aeet order. 
Englneman McDonald stated when the conductor handed 

hia the order, he called his attention to the erasure and was 
told that the operator had written down"72. • after this explan
ation he did not feel that the alteration la the order a f footed 
It. 

The direct oause of the aooident wae the incorrect 
copying of train order lo. 89 by Operator Laxtoa, together with 
the improper acceptance of the order by the oonduotor and en
gineman of train Sad 70 when suoh order eontained an erasure 
and when the order itself was not olear in that the preeenoe 
of the character "A1 between * coupled* and *neet" should at 
least have raised a doubt aa to the form of the order. 

The faet that in this particular ease the erasure on 
the order did not effect any material change in its wording 
relating to train movements, does not excuse a disregard of a 
fundamental rule as to train orders. Moreover, it is possible 
that if a new order had been demanded the operator would have 
detected his mistake, and ho doubtless would have discovered 
it had his attention been oailed to the apparent departure from 
the regular form required by the rules of the eompaay* 



Operator L&xton was 37 years of ago; had been In tha 
telegraph eervloe a little more than 20 yeara; had worked at 
BZ tower more than 3 years; and, according to the statement ef 
Dispatcher Halght, had beam found to be a reliable operator, al
though fioaetiaes he had gotten his orders mixed, making it neces
sary for the dispatoher to correet him. On the day before the 
aooident he had not been well. The night before the aooident 
he had had cramps most of the night, getting up at about 5 a.m. 
At that time he thought of not reporting for work, but on ac
count of shortage of operators deoided to go to work at 7 a.m., 
his regular hour, and during most of the day of the aooident 
suffered with cramps. 

Engineer Pyle had been in the service on the division 
involved about 19 years, and engineer McDonald had been in the 
eervloe of the oompany about IS years. Oonduotor Freaae had 
been In the aervloe of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 31 years, 
28 years as a oonduotor. Ho was examined on tho rules on May 87, 
1918. 

At the time of the aooident none of tha employees in
volved had been on duty in violation of tho hours of service 
law. 

RFW. 


