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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION

REPORT GF THE DIRFCTOR OF THE BURKAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WEICH OCCURRED ON
THE BALTIMORE & OHIO RAILROAD NEAR AVISTON, ILL ,
ON OCTOBER 3, 1934

Uctober 17, 1924,

To the Commission:

On Oztokber 3, 1924, tneve was = derallment of
a passenger train on the Baltiwore & Onio rallroad near
Aviston, I1l., which resulted in -he death of 1 employee,
and the i1njury of 15 passengers ard 1 employee. The 1in-
vestigation of this accident was made in conjunction with
a. representative of the Commerce Commission of Illinoils.

Location and method of operation

Thas accident cccurred on the Illinols subdivision
of the 85t. Louis Division, extending between Shops, Ind.,
and 8%. Louis, Mo., a distance of 168 © miles, this being
a single-track lirne over which trains are operated by time-
table, train orders, and a manual block-signal system  The
point of accident was at a facing-point switch located about
2,900 feet west of Aviston, approaching tnis point from the
west the track 1s tangent for more than 3 miles, while the
grade 1s descending for some distance, level, and then
ascending, ceing 0.504 per cent ascending at the point of
accident.

The switch leads tc the right to a passing track,
the turnout being a No. 10, and therse was a Hayes detrall on
this passing track ast a point aoout 234 feet from the switckh,
the sviten 18 equipped with an Economy medium stand, the
light being about 7 feet above the head dblock tie  The
general condition of the mailn and passing tracks was good.
The weather was cloudy at the time of tne accident, which
occurrea at 10.47 p.m.

Degscripticon

Westbound passenger train Wo. 12 consisted of
two mall cars, one baggage car, one S.0King car, one coach,
five Pullman slesping cars, and one observation car, hauled
by engine 5101, and was in charge of Conductor Cnilaers and
Engineman Van Allman. The first five cars were of all-steel
construction, while the others were of steel-under-iframse



construction Trairn. No. 12 passed Trenton, I1l., 4.2

miles west of Aviston, at 10.43 p.m., one minute 1ateh
headed 1in on the passing track at Aviston, the switch being
open, and was derazled shile traveling at a speed estimated
to have been about 50 miles an hour.

Tne engine came to rest on 1ts right side
across the main track nearly 600 feet beyond the point of
the switch Tne first eight cars and tne forward truck of
the ninth car were derailed, all of the cars remalning
upright except the coach, which turned over on 1ts right
side. The employee killea was the engineman, while the
fireman was seriously injured.

Summary cf evidence

Conduc tor Childers sai1d the speed of his train
Was about 50 miles an hour and that he dld nos feel any
application of the air brakes prior to tae derzilment.
After the acuident cccurred he examined the switch and
found tnat 1t was latched open, while the switch lamp had
been extinguished, he could not find the switch lock,
Conductor Childers also noticed some brass filings on the
Lead block tie The first marks of derallment appeared to
be about where the derall had teen located and he thought
the engine had entered the switch without being derailed
His statements were practically corroborated by those of
Flagman Aufderheide, who added than when the switch lamp
was lighted 1t burned properly. Baggageman Maham, who was
Tiding 1in the tnird car, corroborated the conductor's
Statement about not feeling any application of the air
brakes prior to ithe accident The statements of these em-
Ployees as to the condition of the switch were verified
by Section Foreman Altgilbers, who alse said tnat he found
a2 sufficient amount of 01l in the lamp, and that the wick
was 1n good condition, he also found the lid over the top
of the lamp partly open.

. Road Foreman of Englnes Creager sald that when
Re reached the scene of the acciadent, Lt. Bond, of the
Baltimors & Ohio Police Department, was in possessicon of a
link from the switch lock chain on which there were marks
Such as might have been made by a hack saw; he also saw
brase filings, several cigaratte stubs, and 100 or more
match stubs in the immediate vicinity of the switch stand.
In company with Lt. Bond he began to search for the missing
lock and he said Lt. Bond finally found 1t in the grass
about 35 feet from the switch stand and examination of the
lock showed that the hasp had been sawed apart.

This switch was last used by the crew of west-
bound freight train extra 2555, which departed at about
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9.235 p.a., toz flaguwan closing the switch, and both he
and the conductor, wko w7as on the rear platform of the
caboose, noticed taat the lamp was burning properly, ther
did net see any one in the vicinity Investigation de-
veloped, howaver, that when ilizad Brakeman Ruby of this
train went forward to open the switch preparatory to the
departure of the train he heard a ncise and on looking to
ong side he s/ a man standing near the televhone pocth.
He flashea his light on the man, saw that he was a tegro,
and thought he had some ¥ind of an iron ber in his hand
raised as 1f in readinese to defend himself Brakeman
Ruby said he asked the negro where he was going but ob-
tained no infoimation.

A mepro by the name of George Williams was
afterwards arrested and he confessed to heving opened the
switch  He sald he was standing near the switch when the
westbound freight traan deparsed and tnat he then sawed off
tne lock, using matches for the parpose of seeing what hs
was doinhg, opened the switch anda threw away the lock. He
then walked westward about halfl a mile, saw the traln pass
and after hearirng the noise inaicating *hat it had been
Wrecked he continaed walking westward to Treaton; he of-
fersd 1o explanatioa for his .ctious. It further appeared
from his statements that at varicas tires ne had ridden
freight trains in this section of the sountry and that on
at least two cecasions he had tampered with track or
switches This negro was subsequently iaentiiied by Brake-
man Ruby as the one he had sSeen near the sritch when extra
3555 departed from Aviston.

Conclusions

This accident was caused by an open switcn, due
to malicious tampsring.

Exzamination ¢of the switch immediately after the
occurrence of tas accident showed that the switch had been
latched open snd the switcn lamp extinguished, waile the lock
was m1ssing, having ceen filed off. Tne negro wRo was arres-
ted confessed to having filed off the lock, then opening
the svltch, and was afterwards identified as the one who was
B8e€l near tns switch slipghtly mcre than an hour prior to
the occurrence of the accident

Had an automatic block-signal/been :n use on
this line this accident probakly would not have occurred,
an adequate automatic train stop or traln gontrol device
would have prevented 1t.



The employees i1nvelved were experienced men, and
at the time nof the accident norne of them had been on duty
in vigolation of any of the provisious of the hours of
service lgw.

Respectfully submitved,
W. P. BORLAND,

Director.



