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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMMISSION 

REPORT OF THS DIRECTOR OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY IN RE 
INVESTIGATION OF AH ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED OK THE 
ATLANTIC COAST LINE RAILROAD NEAR TENNILLE, A L A . , 
ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1S25. 

November 6, 1925. 

To the Commission: 

On September 17, 1925, t h e r e was a dera i lment of a 
f r e i g h t t r a m on the A t l a n t i c Coast L i n e R a i l r o a d near 
T e n n i l l e , A l a . , r e s u l t i n g in the death of one employee 
and the i n j u r y of one employee. 

L o c a t i o n and method of o p e r a t i o n 

This acc ident occurred on the Montgomery D i s t r i c t of 
the Second D i v i s i o n , extending between Dothan and Montgom­
e r y , A l a . , a d i s t a n c e of 118.5 m i l e s ; i n the v i c i n i t y of 
the p o i n t of acc ident t h i s i s a s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e over 
which t r a i n s a r e operated by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n o r d e r s , 
no b l o c k - s i g n a l system b e i n g i n u s e . The acc ident occurred 
about Ig- mi les eas t of T e n n i l l e ; approaching th i s p o i n t 
from the west t h e r e a r e 1,800 f e e t of tangent and then a 
1 ° curve to the l e f t 975 f e e t in l e n g t h , f o l l o w e d by about 
580 f e e t of tangent to the p o i n t of a c c i d e n t , t h i s tangent 
extending f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e beyond. The grade 
at the p o i n t of dera i lment i a 0.62 per cent ascending f o r 
eastbound t r a i n s . There i s a p i l e bent t r e s t l e , about 
1,380 f e e t i n l e n g t h and 18 f e e t m h e i g h t , spanning Pea 
R i v e r , the west end of which i s l o c a t e d 143 f e e t 9 inches 
east of the i n i t i a l p o i n t of dera i lment ; the 0.62 per cent 
ascending g r a d e cont inues to a p o i n t j u s t beyond the center 
of t h i s b r i d g e , and i s 0.75 per cent ascending f o r e a s t -
bound t r a i n s to a p o i n t about 300 f e e t east of the b r i d g e , 
from which po in t i t i s 1.60 per cent ascending f o r about 
350 f e e t , then 1 per cent ascending f o r about 600 f e e t . 

In the v i c i n i t y of the p o i n t of dera i lment the t rack 
i s l a i d wi th 85-pound r a i l s , 33 f e e t m l e n g t h , w i th an 
average of 18 t i e s to the r a i l - l e n g t h , t i e - p l a t e d , s i n g l e -
s p i k e d , and b a l l a s t e d w i th g r a v e l to a depth of about 10 
inches; the t r a c k i s w e l l mainta ined. The weather was 
c l e a r at the time of the a c c i d e n t , which occurred at about 
4 p .m. 
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Descr i p t i o n 

Eastbound f r e i g h t t r a i n e x t r a 1 6 0 3 - 1 6 2 1 , c o n s i s t i n g 
o f 43 c a r e and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e s 1603 and 1631 , 
was m Charge of Conductor Parks and Engmemen D o g g r e l l 
and McG-mnis . A t T r o y , 23 .7 m i l e s w e s t o f T e n n i l l e , t h e 
drawbar p u l l e d out a t t h e r e a r end o f t h e f i r s t car m t h e 
t r a i n , a r e f r i g e r a t o r c a r ; t h i s c a r , c o n t a i n i n g p e r i s h a b l e 
f r e i g h t , was t hen p l a c e d beh ind the c a b o o s e , and t h e t r a i n 
p r o c e e d e d . I t d e p a r t e d from T e n n i l l e a t 3 .49 p,.m. , and 
j u s t b e f o r e r e a c h i n g t h e t r e s t l e t h e c a b o o s e and r e f r i g e r ­
a t o r car w e r e d e r a i l e d and b r o k e away f rom t h e r e s t o f the 
t i a m , w h i l e - t r a v e l i n g a t a speed e s t i m a t e d t o h a v e b e e n 
b e t w e e n 25 and 30 m i l e s an hour . 

The f o r w a r d truok o f t h e c a b o o s e was the f i r s t to be 
d e r a i l e d and a f t e r r u n n i n g a l o n g on t h e t i e s f o r a d i s ­
t a n c e of about 130 f e e t i t s t r u c k the second gua^d r a i l 
on t h e north s i d e o f t h e t r e s t l e ; t h e c a b o o s e then b r o k e 
away f rom t h e f o r w a r d p o r t i o n o f the t r a i n , c l i m b e d the 
t h i r d gua rd r a i l , and d ropped o f f the n o r t h s i d e of t h e 
t r e s t l e , f o l l o w e d by t h e r e f r i g e r a t o r c a r . The c a b o o s e 
came t o r e s t b o t t o m up w h i l e the r e f r i g e r a t o r ca r was 
b e h i n d t h e c a b o o s e , on i t s l e f t s i d e . The employee k i l l e d 
was the f l a g m a n . 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e 

C a r e f u l i n s p e c t i o n was made o f the t r a c k subsequent 
t o t h e a c c i d e n t , f o r a d i s t a n c e of about one h a l f m i l e wes t 
o f the t r e s t l e ; the t r a c k was found t o b e w e l l m a i n t a i n e d 
and m good c o n d i t i o n , and t h e r e was no e v i d e n c e o f any 
r e p a i r work h a v i n g been p e r f o r m e d on i t , w e s t o f the 
t r e s t l e , as a r e s u l t of t h e a c c i d e n t . The f i r s t mark of 
d e r a i l m e n t was a w e l l - d e f i n e d f l a n g e mark, s t a r t i n g at the 
gauge s i d e of t h e head o f t h e n o r t h r a i l , a t a p o i n t 143 
f e e t 9 i n c h e s wes t of t h e w e s t end o f t he t r e s t l e . T h i s 
mark e x t e n d e d d i a g o n a l l y a c r o s s t h e t o p o f the r a i l toward 
t h e n o r t h f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 39 f e e t 6 i n c h e s t o t h e p o i n t 
where i t d ropped o f f on t h e o u t s i d e of t h e r a i l , a d i s t i n c t 
f l a n g e mark a p p e a r i n g on t h e top o f the b a s e o f t h e r a i l a t 
t h i s p o i n t , 4 i n c h e s e a s t o f t h i s mark t h e r e was a f l a n g e 
mark on t h e t o p o f a s p i k e head . From t h i s p o i n t eas tward 
f l a n g e marks appea red on t h e t i e s , g r a d u a l l y l e a d i n g t o 
t h e n o r t h , b e i n g about 10 i n c h e s f rom t h e r a i l on r e a c h i n g 
t h e t r e s t l e , and they c o n t i n u e d t o d i v e r g e u n t i l t hey 
e n c o u n t e r e d t h e gua rd r a i l on t h e n o r t h s i d e of the n o r t h 
r a i l . From t h i s p o i n t ea s tward t h e b r i d g e t i e s w e r e b roken 
and bunched t o t h e p o i n t where t h e w h e e l s mounted the t h i r d 
guard r a i l * No mark of any k i n d was found t h a t wou ld i n d i ­
c a t e d r a g g i n g equ ipment , and a l l t h e b T a k e beams w e r e i n ­
t a c t and r ema ined s u p p o r t e d b y t h e h a n g e r s on t h e t r u c k s 
o f the d e r a i l e d c a r s . 
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Conductor Parks e ta tod, t ha t he f e l t an a i r - b r a k e 
a p p l i c a t i o n made w h i l e round ing t h e c u r v e and on r e a c h i n g 
the t a n g e n t the b r a k e s w e r e r e l e a s e d . The f i r s t he knew 
of a n y t h i n g wrong was on f e e l i n g t h e caboose d e r a i l e d ; he 
i m m e d i a t e l y opened the emergency v a l v e and on l o o k i n g 
th rough the c u p o l a window he n o t e d t h a t t he r e f r i g e r a t o r 
ca r was s t i l l on the r a i l s . As f a r as he knew, t h e f o r ­
ward t r u c k o f the c a b o o s e was t h e f i r s t t o b e d e r a i l e d , 
b u t he c o u l d no t t e l l which p a i r of w h e e l s o f t h i s t r u c k 
became d e r a i l e d f i r s t . TThen the w h e e l s s t r u c k t h e guard 
r a i l t h e c a b o o s e g a v e a j e r k and "broke away f rom the t r a i n . 
He was o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t p o s s i b l y t h e b r a k e beam at the 
f r o n t end o f the caboose migh t h a v e d ropped down and 
caused the a c c i d e n t . 

Engineman D o g g r e l l , o f e n g i n e 1603 , t he l e a d e n g i n e , 
s t a t e d t h a t the f i r s t he knew o f a n y t h i n g wrong was T/hen 
t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d , a t which t i m e he e s t i m a t e d the 
speed t o h a v e been b e t w e e n 25 and 28 m i l e s an h o u r ; he 
f e l t n o t h i n g wrong w i t h t h e t r a c k when the e n g i n e p a s s e d 
o v e r i t . A f t e r c u t t i n g t h e e n g i n e o f f and p r o c e e d i n g t o 
A n t o n , 4 . 1 m i l e s e a s t o f T e n n i l l e , and r e t u r n i n g w i t h 
a s s i s t a n c e , he examined t h e t r a c k w e s t o f the t r e s t l e , m 
company w i t h S e c t i o n Foreman Hays , and t h e r e a p p e a r e d t o 
have b e e n someth ing d r a g g i n g on b o t h r a i l s , he c o u l d not 
d e t e r m i n e what t h i s w a s , bu t i t l o o k e d as though the marks 
w e r e made b y a b r a k e beam, b e i n g s l i g h t s c r a t c h e s , t h e f u l l 
w i d t h o f t he runn ing s u r f a c e o f each r a i l . He d i d n o t s e e 
the f l a n g e mark t h a t e x t e n d e d d i a g o n a l l y a c r o s s the t op of 
the n o r t h r a i l f rom t h e gauge t o t h e o u t s i d e e d g e , nor the 
mark on t h e s p i k e head , bu t he d i d s e e where t h e whee l 
became d e r a i l e d about a t t h i s p o i n t . He was of t h e o p i n ­
i o n t h a t a b r a k e beam p r o b a b l y g o t caught under t h e w h e e l s 
o f the c a b o o s e , c a u s i n g t h e d e r a i l m e n t , and n o t t h a t the 
r e f r i g e r a t o r car b e h i n d the c a b o o s e d e r a i l e d f i r s t and 
p u l l e d t he c a b o o s e o f f t h e t r a c k . 

S e c t i o n Foreman Hays s t a t e d t h a t he a r r i v e d a t the 
s cene of t h e a c c i d e n t about an hour a f t e r i t s o c c u r r e n c e 
and on examin ing the t f a c k , m company w i t h Engineman 
D o g g r e l l , found i t t o b e i n good c o n d i t i o n , he d i d n o t 
examine t h e d e r a i l e d c a r s c l o s e l y . T h e r e w e r e marks on 
t h e r u n n i n g s u r f a c e of each r a i l f o r a d i s t a n c e of about 
40 f e e t ; on the south r a i l the mark appea red t o have been 
caused by someth ing d r a g g i n g , w h i l e the c o r r e s p o n d i n g nark 
on t h e n o r t h r a i l was d e e p e r and a p p a r e n t l y caused by a 
w h e e l f l a n g e ; t h e r e was a l s o a mark on t h e base on the 
o u t s i d e of n o r t h r a i l , and 2 or 3 i n c h e s ea s t o f t h i s 
p o i n t a s p i k e head was marked. He s a i d t h a t no r e p a i r 
work had b e e n p e r f o r m e d on the t r a c k west o f t h e t r e s t l e 
as a r e s u l t of the a c c i d e n t , and was o f t h e o p i n i o n tha t 
t he a c c i d e n t was caused b y b o t h e n g i n e s r e d u c i n g speed 
w h i l e c r o s s i n g t h e t r e s t l e , then sudden ly b e g i n n i n g t o 
work steam t o i n c r e a s e speed f o r t h e a s c e n d i n g g r a d e ea s t 
o f t h e t r e s t l e , and t h a t t h e r e f r i g e r a t o r c a r , b e i n g h e a v i ­
l y l o a d e d , p u l l e d back on t h e c a b o o s e enough t o r a i s e t he 
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f r o n t t r u c k of t h e c a t o o s e and c r u s e i t t o t e d e r a i l e d . 

Engmerian McG-mms, of e n g i n e 1621 , e s t i m a t e d t h e 
speed to have been b e t w e e n 25 and 30 m i l e a an hour a t The 
t ime o f the a e c i d e n c , he n o t i c e d n o t h i n g va ong wiuh the 
t r a c k a t the p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t when h i s e r g m e p a s s e d 
o v e r i t , Ke examined t h e caboose and r e f r i g e r a t o r car hut 
c o u l d no t a s c e r t a i n what caused t h e d e r a i l m e n t ; he d i d 
n o t examine the t r a c k . 

Road Foreman o f E n g i n e s Bukcr s t a t e J t h a t he rcade an 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f the t r a c k a t ahoui 10 ,45 p . H . , bu t found no 
i n d i c a t i o n o f a n y t h i n g d r a g g i n g . A H b r a k e r i g g i n g was 
i n t a c t on t h e t r a c k s o f the c a b o o s e ; a l s o on t h e r e f r i g e r ­
a t o r c a r , e x c e p t the r e a r t r u c x o f t h i s c a r , which had a 
b r a k e shoe m i s s i n g on each s i d e . The b r a k e heads were no t 
b r o k e n . 

C o n c l u s i o n s 

The c a u s e of t n i s a c c i dent/was n o t d e f i n i t e l y a s c e r ­
t a i n e d . 

There was t e s t i m o n y to t h e e f f e c t t h a t someth ing 
a p p a r e n t l y had d r a g g e d a l o n g the running; s u r f a c e o f each 
r a i l , bu t a t the t i m e t n e Commiss ion ! s i n s p e c t o r s examined 
the t r a c k , e a r l y m t h e morning of September 1 9 , no mark 
o f t h i s n a t u r e was f o u n d , t he o n l y r a r k b e i n g a w e l l - d e ­
f i n e d f l a n g e mark e s t e n d i n g d i a g o n a l l y a c r o s s t h e t o p of 
t he no r th r a i l f o r a d i s t a n c e o f 39 f e e t 6 i n c h e s , f rom t h e 
gauge s i d e to t he o u t s i d e o f the r a i l , w h i l e t n e i r examina­
t i o n o f t h e equipment and r u n n i n g g e a r f a i l e d t o d e v e l o p 
a n y t h i n g t o suppor t t he i d e a t ha t t h e a c c i d e n t was caused 
by d r a g g i n g equipment . T h e r e was n o t h i n g t o i n d i c a t e tha t 
e x c e s s i v e speed might h a v e been a f a c t o r , nor was t h e r e 
a n y t h i n g about t h e c o n d i t i o n o f t h e t r a c k which i t ^as 
though t c o u l d h a v e caused or c o n t r i b u t e d t o the o c c u r r e n c e 
o f t he a c c i d e n t . 

The employees i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men. A t the 
t ime o f t h e a c c i d e n t none of t he^ had b e e n on du ty m 
v i o l a t i o n o f any o f t h e p r o v i s i o n s of t h e hours of s e r v i c e 
l a w s . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

'7. P . B o r l a n d , 

D i r e c t o r . 


