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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF ACCIDENT ON THE ATLAKTIC COAST
LIRE RAXLROAD NEAR PALUFR, Gh., ON
MAY 14, 1914.

SISIEIRISRS=IAN

On ¥ay 14, 1914, thore was a rear-end collision on
the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad near Palmer, Ca., betwmeen
a 8outhern Railway paasenpger trsin and an Atlantle Couat
Lina Railroad freight train, which resulted in the death
of the engineman and fireman of the passenger trala. After
invegtigation of this accident, the Chlef Inspector of
Bafaty Apuliances reports as followss

Southhound freighf train 1lst Ho. 209 ecnglated of
12 loaded esru, 39 enmpty c.r3, 3 ceach and a eaboose, hauled
by locomotive Ho, 288 znd wus 1o chorge of Conductor Siler
snd Epginemen Uulbert. It left SBavannah at 12101 p.m.,
passed delntosh, the lost ogen office north of the point
of cellision, «nd about 4 niles distant therefrom, at 1:i35
pP.m., and at about Li:4d 1.00. wes brought to a stop about
ona=-hall nile scuth uf Peiner Ly L.e bursting of an air
hoge on the rear end of the seccng gar from the engine,
resulting in an emergency s.nllextion of the alr brazkes
and the consequent puillia, cut of the draw bur on the rear
end of the oar. Conductor Siler then decided to back hia
train into the sassing tr.ciz 4t Palmer in order to sllow
SBguthern Rallway 2essepn cr train de. 31 to pass. As the
Flagmun nsd gone beck 4o rotect the rear of the trslin, he
sant boeck the heud braitemsn to open the south pagilhg traek

switch. Yhile the hrakenazn was on his way to the Awltch
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the rear of trnin 1let No. 209 was struock by trsin Ho, 31.

douthern Railway southbound pagsenger train No. 31,
known ss the PSoutheastern Linited®™ ¢onsisted of one ex-
preas car, one scmbinution baggage and coach, one coach,

and ona Pullman slesping car, all of steel construction,

hauled by locometive lo, 1109 and was in chapge of Conductor

Price and Englneman Winn. It left Bavannah at 1l:13 p.a.,
passed MeIntosh st 2300 p.ze, sud 58 2106 p.m. collided
with the rear end ¢f trein lst Jo. 209, while truveling
at an estinated aspoed of 4O miles per hour.

The eaboosge of the freight troin wes destroved end
a coech lonediately ashend of it teleacoped about 25 feet
from the rear, iz well ag belng otherwise badly danzzed.
The steel flat car iomedistely ahend of the eocach was orne-
ticzlly wminjured, while two wooden flat cars ashezd of 1t
ware destroyed. Locopotlve Ro. 1107 was derailed on the
right gide and when it c.um® to a $top was cleesr of the
traclkt, resting on 1ta left side. The tender waa tora from
its trucks and landed upright on the right side of the
tracxk, the body belng but 3lightly damaged. The forward
wheels of the express car vere deralled and slight damspge
sudtained by that caer. lone of the other cars was dunaged
in «ny way.

Thig »errt of the Atlantle Comat Line Railroad 1s a
sigle tracic line, troins belng eperated by traln orders

and timeecsrd rights, and =re required by rules to Keep 10

minutes apart except when elosing up at stations. The _
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sceident occurred on & tangent 48 miles in length, on & f£111
of about 5 feet, with a dightly descending grade for south-
bound trsin, and thers was nothing whatever to obscurs the
vision of an approaching train. At the time of the accident,
it was raining herd and the atacsphere was rather hazy.
Flagman Terrell, of train lat No, 209, stated that
a3 soon as bhis train stopped, he started back with z red
lantern, red flag, fuasesp and torpedoes. When a faw feet
north of the telephone booth, which 1s the station at Palmer
and which is located about 3,300 fest north of where the
rear end of hia train was standing, he placed one torpede
a3 the rell snd coatlaued bauck a short distence. When he
was about 600 or 700 feet north of the torpedo, he saw train
Noa. 31 approsching and began to wave his red flag and o fuses,
gontinaing to do 30 until he hod to Jupp from the track to
avoid being struck. %hen the locomotive was opposite hiw,
he called to the erew but tue cob wes gloped and he was une
able to see any one in it. lie further stated that he did
not hear the torpedo exploue.
Hera Brakemon Drown ztunted that after his trala had
gto "ped ne was bleediny the .ir brakes, and after having hled
the brakes on about 1l asrs Conductor Sllier told him to go
back and cpen the south s 9 ny switeh so thet they could
back in and e¢lear trais 5o, 31. On his way baeck to the
switch e tool twe fugsees fros the cshoosa, lighting one

of them ot the time. e then continued buek toward the
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south passing switch, located sbout 1500 feet north of the
telaphons hooth, ¥hen within s short distance of the switeh
he saw train Hlo. 31 sppreaching, and when no attentlon was
pald to the stop signalas given by Flagman Terrell he began
to wave hig lightod fusee and continusd waving it untll the
train passed him. Head Brakeman Brown also ateted that he
did not hear the expnloalon of mny tornedo.

Conductor Biler stated thet he was standing sbout 15
car lengths behind his cshoose ready to signal the englineman
when the passing track switch had been opened. He sow trzin

Ho. 31 when 1t was zmore than one mile away and also asw it

puaa hoth FMlagman Terrell and Head Brakeman Brown hoth of whon

sare atteoptlng 0 flagz 1t. He then took off his hot and
began wavlnopy 1t. Vhen the locomotlve passed him the engine~
mon %r3 on nls seat boz locking abead. The locomotive was
working stesm and continued to do go wntil 1t eollided with
his trzin. He thought that the air brukes were applied juat
bafore the golilsion, as he saw fire flylng from the sheels,
The baggnge aeater and flagmen of train No. 31, and a
train monster who was riding upen that train, atated that sas
goocn a2 they got ocut on the ground they looked back and saw
a burning fusee, 53 well a3 Flagman Terrell and Head Brake-
man Drown. Thalr statementa differed sliightly »ss to where
they thought the two men vere located, the train master say-
ing thot he thought they were nenr the south gaﬁaiQ§ track
awliteh whils the flagman thought they wera betwean éhe R AR=
ing track switoh and the telephone booth, These eusloyeen
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also stated thet 12 the hralkes were applied at all they
were applied at about the tine of the eollision,

Just after he had heen placed in g cur to be carried
to davannah to & hoapltul, where he afterwards died, Engine-
man Winn stated that he had not been flagged. HNotwithstend-
ing this ante-uortem statement, the statements of all the
auployees of train lst Ho. 209, a2 wmell as the statements
of the trainmon on train Ho, 31, elearly eatablish the fact
that every precautlon wes tulken for the protection of train
lat Ho. 209 and that hed the stop signals glven by the members
of that crew been chaserved, this sccident would not huve oc-
curred.

This zccident wes coussd by the feilure of Engineman
Winn of train No. 31 to ohzerve and be governad by stop sig-
nsls given by the meobers of the erew of traln lst ¥No. 209,
The stutenments of Conductor filer, a5 well ss of the trzin-
mgn on trein Bo. 31, z2how thst 0o apmarent effort was made
to stop train Ho. 31, altlicugh there is o poasibility that
the sir brikes aight ssve bBeen asplled at about the time of
the ecollision., The cub of locometive No. 1109 was of the
ateal type and was elesed osn account of the weather condl-
tiona prevalling. VWhat the engineman znd the fireman were
doiny when thay pussed the flagman and hemnd brakeman 13 not
known. Conductcr Siler st:ited, however, that when the loco-
motive prgsed him the engineoun was on the seat looking
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nhead, while Enylnemun Wiin's staotenmant seems to preclude

the possibility that he n. d bhecone suddenly incupacitated
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through 1llness or sone other cause. It 1is pbssible that
somathing inside of the ezb might hive been enpaging Engine-~
nan Winn's attentlon and that he hed just got on hias seat
hox at about the tlue the logomotive passed Conductor Siler.
fad this been the ease, then he had just seen train Bo. 31
and on account of the apeed at which the train wass traveling
1t would have covered the short dlstance intervening between
Conductor 8ller a2nd the rear of train 1lat Ho. 209 in such &
short interval of time thaet the engineman would have hed Just
shout time enough in which to apply the alr brekes before the
collinlon eccurred, This would also account for the flrs
beginning to fly froam the wheela Just as the collision oc-
curred.

Engineman Winn was employed in Decesber, 1878, and
in July, 1502, wes mude an engineman in pasasenger service.
Since that tinie he had been disciplined on several cecaslons
for miner offenses, while in April, 1913, he was suspended
for 30 deys on account of =eeting a trsin on the main line,
At the tize of the sccldeant he had been on duty less than

twoc hours after having heen off duty about 24 hours.




