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IN RE INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED ON
THE ATLANTIC CCAST LINE RAILWAY NEAR LULATON, GA ,
ON OCTOBER 25, 1920.

Decenber 18, 1920.

On October 25, 1920, tnere was a derallment of o
pagscnger traln ncar Lulaton, Geo., wialca resulted in tae
deatn of 2 cmployees, and tne injury of 36 passengers and
1 employse. Alter investlgation of tnis acecident tne Cnlef
of tne Bureau of Safety reporte as follows:

Tnc Brunswick Division, cn wnloh tnls accident occurred,
extends betwcen Brunswick, Ga., and Albany, Ga., a dlestence
of 169 miles. Tnlse 1s & slngle-trock line over wnlen tralns
rre operated by time-table and treln orders, no block-signal
system oeing in usc. Tne track is tangent for several nmiles
in eacn direction., Approacning tne point of accldent from
tne soutn tne track 1s level for about 2,000 feet, followed
by & grade of .88 per cant ascending to tne point of gcel-
dent, a distance of about 1,000 feet. 1In tne viclnlty of
tne point of acecldent the track is lald witn 75-pound rallsg,
35 feet in lengtn, witn 17 untreated plne and cypress tles
to Tne rall. Tne track and rnedbed were well malntalned.

Tne accldent occurred on trestle 30.2, about 300 feet
from 1ts nortnern end., Trestle 30.2 is a plle-bent structure
1,075 feet in lengta; 1ts averege neignt above tne ground 1s
21 feet. Tnc bente neve 10-foot centers, and 3 ply 7" x 14"
x 20! c nordg are used. All tne timberis of cypress, witn
tne bark stripped from tne pillng., At tne time of tne sceci-
dent a denee fog prevalled.

Nertnbound passenger train No. 96, 1n caarge of
Conducter Cox and Engineman Potter, conelsted of 1 baggage
car and 2 coocnes nauled by engine 6, and was en route fron
Brunswick to Waeycross, Ga. It left Brunswick ot 6:30 a. n.,
on time, departed from Atkineon, tne last statlion soutn of
and about 2-1/8 milee from taz point of accident, at 7-30
a,m., 2 mlnutcs late, and at about 7:35 a.m., wnllc crogsing
trestlc 30,2 at 2 speced of about 35 miles zn nour, the rignt
side of tae trestle, wcakened by a fire wnicn was burning at
tne time, gave way under tne engine, ceusling tne traln to be
deralled.

Tne englne turned over on itg rignt slde and came o
rest prrallel witn tne trestle =nd partly buried in tne
ground under tne rigat side of tne trestle; tne tender was
alsc on its rignt slde, immedlntely benind tne englne, wnile
tne baggage cer was on its rignt side on tep of tne engine
snd tender. Tne front end of tne first coacn fell tarougn
tne trestle tc tne ground and rested agalnst tne rear end of
tne tender and baggzge car; tne reer coacn remalned on tane
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track and was undamaged. Tne baggage car and first coacn
ccugnt fire from tne burning trestle and were deatroyed.
Tne employees killed were tne englneman and flreman.

Tne statements of Conductor Cox and Baggage Master .
SBcott indicated tnat tnelr filrst knowledge of anytalng wrong
was wnen tney felt an emergency appllcation of tane alr brakes,
followed alnost immedlately by tnc derallment of tae Trein.
Train P-rier Murray tnougnt tne brakes were applled in
emergency at about tne time tne trein started across the
trcstle, follcwing wnlen tney were released and agoin applled
a gecond time at about tae time tne derallment occurred. Tne
stetements of o211 of tnese employces, as well s tnose of
Switcnman Congers, wno was a passenger on tne trein, indicated
tnat tne trestle was on flre at tne time of tne deresilment,
tne porter end switcnman estinating tnat from 20 to 30 feet
of tne trcstle nad been burned at tnls tine, wnile according
to C-nductor Beott ond Swilitcnmen C-ngers, Ecginenan P~tter
madle a strtenent to tne effect tnat tne fog was so tnlck
tnat ne dld not see tane fire in time to bring tne trein to
a stop. Tnere wee no evidence tc indilccte toet tne traln
was deralled orior to tne tlne it reacned tne burned-out
portion of tne trestle.

According to the traln sncet, tne last trein to pass
tnis trestle wes traln No. 97, of October 24, wnlcn deperted
from Luleton ot about 8:30 p.m. Cronductor Cox, wno was also
conductor of train N-. 97, said tnet at thet tlne ne 4l¢& not
notice anytning wrong witan tae trestle, wnlle Englnemon
Manoncy and Flrenen Nixon szid tnet tney n~d not notlced any
fire droopling from tne engine. Englneman M:aoney s=eicd tnet
ne last looked at tne asn pen ot Millwool, 47 milee from
Lvlaton, wnile Firemen Nixon said tnst ne nad cleaned tne
fire at Millwood ané put tne pan back in the proper position
end tnen restored tne operating lever to tne cleosed position,
wnlci could not nave been done unless tne pan nad been proparly
closed. IU alsc appeared fron tne fireman'rc strtements tnet
ne looked at tne asn pan ot Weycross, 28 nilee fror Luleston,
and agein ot Wrynesville, 7 niles beyond Lulcton, and tnat
tne pan wes proverly closed on eacn occasion.

Ewgine 308, wnicn was nauling train N:. 97 on Ogtober
24, 1s equipped wiltn an esn pan opercted by a swing door at
tne botton, so arranged tnet 1t can not be left nartly open, .-
ont 1s controlled By a lever con tne outside. T..e pan can be
operated only from tne ground, and wnen tne cnglne 1s stand-
ing. T..e cverdicew fron tne injJectors goes into tne asn pen,
wetting tne fire as 1t drops from tne gratee. Icospectlon of
engine 308 snowed tnat tne asn pan and netting were in good
confition, and tnat tne dcor fitted tigntly wnen closed.
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Traffic on tnis linc 18 lignt, tncre being only tnree
trains dally in eacn dircection. DNo watcnman 1sg on duty ot
tne trestle, and wnilec tnere are four water barrels located
on tne trestle, about 200 feet apart, the sectlon foreman
se1d ne ned found 1t imposslble to keep filre buckats on tnen
inesmuecn cs tney were continuelly belng removed by tresprssers
and otncr persons. Scction Foremon Stokes verifled tne state-
ments sald to nave been made by Engineman Potter about tne
fog, saying 1t wns so tnick tn~t wnen golng to tne polnt of
accldent ne d1é not see tne flre until witain 125 yords of
tne trestle.

Tnle accident was caused by fire burning out a section
of trestle 30.2 ond s0 weakening 1t tnat 1t collepsed under
tne welgnt of tne engine of train No. 96.

Investigation developed tnat tne trestle ceugnt fire
about 300 feet from 1ts nortnern end, an- at tne tlme of
tne accl”ent two of tne cnor’s an” several of tne pllings
on tne rignt si”e natl alnost burnel tarougn. It was very
foggy at tne tine of tne accldent ond tne evidence in?lcated
tnet tne enginemnn was unable to see tne fire in tine to
bring nis train to a stop before repcning tne burned pard
of tne trestle.

All of tne en>loyees involvel were experlencesl men,
#n none of taem nad been on duty in violatlon of eny of
tae nrovisione of tne nours of service law.



