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On A p r i l ? , 1 9 S O , t h e r e w a s a r e a r - e n d c o l l i s i o n b e 

t w e e n a f r e i g h t t r a i n e n d a p a s s e n g e r t r i a l s o n t h e A t l a n t i c 

C o a s t l i n e n e i l r o a d a t J e s u p , G a w h i c h r e s a l t e d i n t h e d e a t h 

o f Z e m p l o y e e s a n d s l i g h t i n j u r y o f 3 p a s s e n g e r s . A f t e r i n v e s 

t i g a t i o n o f t h i s a c c i d e n t t h e C h i e f o f t h e B u r e a u o f S a f e t y r e 

p o r t s a s f o l l o w s : 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d o n t h e S a v a n n a h D i s t r i c t , w h i c h 

e x t e n v a b e t w e e n S a v a n n a h , 3 a . , a n d J a c k s o n v i l l e , F l s , B e t w e e n 

F o l k s t o n a n d J e s u p t h e d i s t r i c t c o n s i s t s o f t w o e e o a r a t © s i n g l e -

t r a c k r o u t e s , o n e o f w h i o h i s k n o w n a s t h e " J e s u p S h o r t L i n e " , 

t h e d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n / o l f c s t o n a n d J e s u p v i a t h i s r o u t e b e i n $ 

t > 4 « 5 m i l e i . J h e o t h e r r o u t e i s k n o v - n a s t h e " w a y c r o s s L i n e " , 

a n d t h o d i s t a n c e b e t w e e n t h e %\X> s t a t i o n s v i e t h i s r o u t e i s 

7 3 . £ > i l e o . f r a i n e o r e o p e r a t e d b y t i m e - t a b l e a n d t r a i n o r d e r s , 

n o b l o o k s i g n a l s y s t e m b e i n t ^ i n a s c . 1 tlx i n t h e i n c o r p o r a t e d 

l i m i t s o f J c e u p t h e s p e e d o i a l l t r a i n s i s r e s t r i c t e d t o 6 m i l e s 

a n h o u r b y t i m e - t a b l e i n s t r u c t i o n s u n d a l s o b y s l o w b o a r d s r e a d 

i n g ' V - e t s u o e t o 6 m i l e s a n h o u r " , w h i c h b o a r d s a r e l o c a t e d a b o u t 

8 , 0 0 0 f e e t i n s i d e t h e i n c o r p o r a t e d l i m i t s o n b o t h t h e . > a y o r o e s 

L i n e a n d t h e J e s u p i ^ h o r t L i n e . 

T h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d w i t h i n t h e y a r d l i m i t s o f J e s u p 

a t a p a i n t a b o u t 1 , 7 0 0 f e e t s o u t n o f . t h e p a s s e n g e r s t a t i o n . T h e r e 
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a r e three crossovers in the yard b y which uorthbound trains may 
cross from the Jesup Short Line to t h e -.̂ aycross Line, the south 
crossover being about £,400 feet south of the passenger station 
and just north o f a ooal chute; the second crossover is o p p o s 

ite the passenger station, ana 900 feet north ot the station 
the Jesup Short Line ends by a connection with tho i&yorose Line, 
referred to a« t h e "north switoh". Uhere are also two oroseovors 
b, which northbound trains on the ••ayoroes Line may cross to the 
Jesup Short Line, one of which is located just north o f the south 
o r os a over mentioned above* 

Approaching the point of aooident from the south on the 
Jesup bhort iiine. t h e track is strlight for several miles, fol
lowed by a 3-de gree curve t« thfa right 960 feet in length ana 
then 682 feet of tangent track t o the point oi aooident. The 
grade is praetiotlly level. On account of trees on the inside 
of the curve the view o f an'engine man approaching the point o f 

aooident on a northbou d train is limited to about 1,300 feet 
and the south crossover i s visible for about the seme distance, 
ihe switch at this crossover i s operated from a switohstand, 
the nignt switch indie; tioi.fl bo in/ a white light ior the Jesup 
i)hort Line am, a ied li at for t h e crossover, ^he yardraaster 
at Jo sup direct s the movem< n t of truiua through Jesup i'ard, 
uelnr both linos in either c ireotion between the south cross
over switch and tm north swita.n «s he deems advisable. T h e 

weather at the time of the accident was dear. 

Borthboumi freight trai n ifo. £ 1 2 , in charge of Conductor 

Jepson and ^nginemsm iiurlburt, consisted of engine 206, 46 loaded 
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oars and a caboose. ?hls train was being operated over the tfay-
cro se ro te a n d had a meet with southbound passenger train 13 o. 
5 7 at Jesup. Northbound passenger train Ho. 86, whioh is oper
ated over the Jesup Short Line, was severe! hours late, a n d 

trains Hog, 212, 57 and 86 were due to arrive at Jesup a t about 
the same tlm * m^ht Yard (toreman Dennett therefore instructed 
Switchman Murphy to go to the south end of the yard a n d i n case train 
iio, 212 arrived ahead of train J O . 86, to fleve train ho * £12 
cross over to the Jesup Short Lxu& in order to permit southbound 
train do* 57 to pass; also to hold train Ho. 86 at the south 
crossover switch until train io. 6 7 had passed and then to divert 
train Bo* 86 to the mayoress Line through the south crossover. 
Train lk>. 212 arrived at the south eno of the Jesup yard at about 
10.06 p. m. and Switchman iiurphy, following the instructions of 
the night yard foremen, lined up the switch and train i<o. 212 
he a dec, through the crossover, the engineman bringing it to a stop 
with the rear e n c a short distance into clear on the Jesup Short 
Line. rrrain Uo. 212 had been standing in this position for a time 
variously estinsated at from 1 to 5 minutes when its rear end was 
struck by northbound passenger train J O . 86. According to the 
testimony of employees, the rear markers on the caboose were burn
ing brightly and displaying red to the eoulh at the time, a n d 

While F l a g m a n Roberts of train no. 212 d i d not go back to flag, 
he used his white lierht in signalling the engineman of train lie 
86 to stop, as did also Switoh&an Jurphy, who W & B standing at the 
switch about 7 0 0 feet to the rear of train Bo. £ 1 2 . 
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Northbound paeeen er train uo . 86 was in chargs of Con
ductor Ivey and Engineman Leake, and oonelfit^a of engine 1531, 1 
express ear, 1 baggage o&r, t coaches, 1 dininp OBT and 8 Pull-
man sleeping cars. It left Jacksonville at 7.46 p# ID*, 4 hours 
end 10 minute a late, and passed Broedhurst, the last open tele
graph office, 9.7 miles south oi* Jesup, at 10*04 p. m., 4 hours 
and 16 minutes late. Approaching Jesup, it passed the slow board 
at a speed v&riously estimated at betvreor 2b taxi 36 miles en hour 
and \.&B running ab:><; - IS or 21} nxles an ho\x when the collision 
occurred. *',ie engine ian did not acknowledge the stop signals of 
Switchman ilurphy w-i 'lr-̂ iiaa ^obcrts, one nhile on application 
of the brake£ »VBS believod to »ve boon "i&de at about the time 
tne trwia passv d int- south crostover switch, in vie n of the rate 
of spe< d o f this trsiX.i il wee tci.cn too laLe to stop before the 
collision ouourrecu 

totally demolished ano the iourth car ahaar o f the caboose was 
derailed. Jhe front end of thf- cn^L -.e of train So, 86 was slight
ly damaged while the express car vas raised up ami forced the 
tender ox stern forward i n t o the cab of the engine. Debris from 
the wreckage csma in oont&at with train l«o. 57, which was passing 
on the "aycross Lint at :;he time, and the U v O rear cwrs of that 
train wei e slightly damaged. f?he employees killed warp the en
gineman and fireman of train Jo» 86. 

This accident i,t»s C f . u e e a by tic failure of the engine•aan 
of train ^o# 86 cc comply witu, the proscribed speed r e s t r i c t i o n 

J?he caboose anti three rear cars of t rain i*o* 2 1 2 were 

http://tci.cn


- 5 -

a n d t o o b e y s t o p s i g n a l s o f a s w i t c h m a n a n d t h e f l a g m a n o f t h e 

p r e o e d i n g t r a i n * 

T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n d i s c l o s e d t h a t t h e f l a g m a n o f t r a i n 

S o . 8 6 , w h o w a s r i d i n g o n t h e r e a r o a r o f t h e t r a i n , n o t i o e d a n 

a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e b r a k e s o n t h a t o a r a s t h e t r a i n a p p r o a c h e d 

J o s u p , a n d t h e f l a g m a n o f t r a i n Ho. 2 1 £ a s w e l l a s t h e s w i t c h m a n 

• a w f i r e f l y i n g f r o m t h e w h e e l s j u s t b e f o r e t h e a o o i d e n t o o o u r r e d . 

S o f a r a s c o u l d b e d e t e r m i n e d , t h e b r a k e s o n t r a i n Ko» 8 6 w e r e i n 

p r o p e r o p e r a t i v e c o n d i t i o n , a n d t h e e v i d e n c e ; i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e y 

w e r e a p p l i e d b e f o r e t h e a o o i d e n t o o o u r r e d . AB E n g l n e m a n L e a k e 

w a s k i l l e d i n t h e a o o i d e n t , t h e r e a s o n f o r h i s f a i l u r e t o o b s e r v e 

t h e 6 - m i l e s - a n - h o u r s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n o o u l d n o t b e d e t e r m i n e d . 

H o w a s f l a g g e d b y t h e s w i t c h m a n i n a m p l e t i m e , i f h e h a d h a d h i e 

t r a i n u n d e r c o n t r o l a s r e q u i r e d b y t h e r u l e s a n d h a d o b s e r v e d 

t h e f l a g m a n ' s s i g n a l s , t o h a v e b r o u g h t h i s t r a i n t o a s t o p w i t h o u t 

c o l l i d i n g w i t h t h e p r e c e d i n g t r a i n . 

S h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n a l s o d i s c l o s e d t h a t I t i s n o t u n c o m 

m o n f o r p a s s e n g e r t r a i n s o n t h e J e s u p S h o r t L i n e t o d i s r e g a r d t h e 

6 - m i l e s - a n - h o u r s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n a n d t o p a s s t h e c o a l c h u t e a t 

s p e e d s o f 20 t o 25 m i l e s a n h o u r * 

I t w a s a l s o d e v e l o p e d t h a t t h e r e w a s a m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

o n t h e p a r t o f c o n d u c t o r s a n a e n g i n e m e n a s t o i s h e r e t h e J e s u p 

S h o r t L i n e t e r m i n a t e s , s o m e o f t h e s e e m p l o y e e s s t a t i n g t h a t t h e y 

u n d e r s t o o d i t t o t e r m i n a t e a t t h e s o u t h s w i t c h , a n d m a n y o t h e r s a t 

t h e n o r t h s w i t c h * 

T h e S u p e r i n t e n d e n t a n d m o s t o f t h e e m p l o y e e s i n v o l v e d 

i n t h i s a a o i d e i t s t a t e d t h a t t h e J e s u p S h o r t L i n e e n d e d a t t h e 
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s o u t h c r o s s o v e r s w i t c h a n d t h a t t h e c o n t i n u a t i o n o f t h e t r a o k 

n o r t h o f that p o i n t i s s i m p l y a y a r d t r a o k t o h e u s e d f o r a n y 

p u r p o s e a t t h e d i r e c t i o n of t h e y a r d f o r e m a n e n d t h a t t r a i n s o c 

c u p y i n g t h a t t r t e k a r e n o t r e q u i r e d t o b e p r o t e c t e d i n a c c o r d 

a n c e w i t h f l a g g i n g r u l e Jo. $9, 

T h e r e a r e n o s p e c i f i c i n s t r u c t i o n s d e s i g n a t i n g t h e l o 

c a t i o n o f t h e j u n c t i o n o f t h e J e s u p S h o r t L i n e a n d t h e . / a y c r o s s 

L i n e , nor any s p e c i f i c ins t r u e t l o n a g o v e r n i n g t h e m o v e ? * n t o f 

t r u i n s t h r o u g h t h e y a r d . If t h e J u n c t i o n of t h e t w o r o u t e s i s 

a t t h e n o r t h s w i t c h , a s s t a t e d b y B m a j o r i t y o f e x p e r i e n c e d e m 

p l o y e e s w h o w e r e q u e s t i o n e d r e t a r d i n g t h e w e t t e r , a t r a i n o c c u p y 

i n g t h e t r a o k w h e r e t r a i n i l o . £ 1 2 s t o o d w h e n s t r u c k w o u l d b e o o -

e u p y i n j r t h e main t r a c k a n d , u n d e r the r u l e s , s h o u l d be p r o t e s t e d 

a s r e q u i r e d b y r u l e 9 9 . I f , h o w e v e r , t h e J u n c t i o n of t h e t w o 

r o u t e s I s a t the s o u t h c r o s s o v e r , t r a i n H o . £ 1 2 w a s not o c c u p y 

i n g the t o a l n t r a c k a t t h e time of the a c c i d e n t * S p e c i a l i n s t r u e -

t i o n e i n the e cu r e n t t i n e - t a b l e a p p l i c a b l e i n this c a s e r e a d a s 

f o l l o w s ; 

" T r a i n s - m e t a p p r o a c h e n d o f t u m b l e t r a c k , 
j u n c t i o n s , r a i l r o a d c r o s s i n g s a t g r a d e , p r e 
p a r e d to s t o p , u n l e s s s w i t c h e s a n d s i g n a l s a r e 
r i g h t a n d t r a o k i s d e a r . " 

" A l l t r c i n s w i l l r e d u o e s p e e d t h r o u g h i n c o r 
p o r a t e d l i m i t s o f J e s u p t o s i x m i l e s p e r h o u r . " : 

T h e i n t e r e s t s o f s a f e t y r e q u i r e n o t only t h a t t h e p r e 

s c r i b e a s p e e d r e s t r i c t i o n b e e n f o r c e d , b u t a l s o a d e f i n i t e u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g o n t h e p a r t o f t h e e m p l o y e e s a s t o t h e l o c a t i o n o f t h e 

j u n c t i o n p o i n t o f the J e e u p Short Line r / i t h t h e « a y o r o e s L i n e 

a n d d e f i n i t e i n s t r u c t i o n s a s t o the method of h a n d l i n g t r a i n s 
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within tho yerrl of Jessup, 
Bngineraan Leake entered the service o f the Atlantic 

Coast Line Railroad Cosnpsny as englneman in 1 8 9 9 and his rec
ord was good. 

A t t h « time of t h o accident the crew o f train So* 
B I S had been o n duty 1 1 hours and 1 6 minutes, while the d r e w of 
tmin J O , 8 6 had b e e n on duty 3 hours and 4 5 minutes, prior to 
which all of the employees had b a d sufficient off-duty periods 
to comply with the provisiono of the Federal hours of s e r v i c e 

law. 


