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INTHRSTATE COMLFRCE COMMATSSION

RIFORT OF 'k DIRECTOR CF THE EUREAU O SAFETY [W RE
INVESTIGATTON OE AN ACCIDENT WrICd OCCURRFD ON THE
ATLANT (C COAST LINKE RAILROUAD NEAR HOPTENSE, GA , 0Od
J-UL.-Y 7, 1930.

Avgust 7, 1L930.

To Lhe Comnission

On July 7, 1930, therz wag a dorailment of a pasgenger
Train ol the Atlanbie Cecast Lane Reilroed near Hortense, Ga.,
which resultea iun tne Acath of one passenger, and the ‘njury
of five passeingers, two Pullmen cmplogeons and four rallroad
eliployecs.

o

Location and rielthod ol operatich

This acecsdeat oconzred vn that pacst of +the Savannah
Distr o' cof the Second Diviziocn extendir e betveen desup
end Fol -ston, Ga., a distance of 541 5 m.les, 22d 15 a single-
track lince over wiich oreins are operated by .une-tableo,
train oriers, and &n automatlc hLock=-signal asystem. The
accide1n oceurred ot a point eporoximately twe miles south
of Ilor. "nge, approaching this pcint fron the nerth the Track
15 Langont for a dictance of about 1 mile to the point of
acc.dent z2ud for sore distavce beoyond tuat point, and the
grade LS TqCTlcillj level.

In the vacialby of the polnt of accident the hrack 18
1aid w.th 100~pound re-ig, 39 fect 1n icugta wath wn average
of 24 acrdwood tins to the rail-length, and 15 cquipped with
4 rail avchors to righ rail-ilength. Tie track 15 bellasted
wilth slag To o deptin 20 2teut 18 "iches, and 18 well main-
tajned. The roximum gpeed porritied o~ peascngoer trains
13 60 maleg per aour.

The weathcr was

W erir and cxecvtiounlly het an the time
oI the accidomt, o

cl
1cpn nceurrcd cghout 1.46 p o m

—

Uaseription

Sovthbound easscnger Train Mo B3 censiwted of foar
gXpY.3s c¢ars, cne ogetal ear, cne bagzagc car, two coaches,
cne dining car, wd four Pu“1mun SJPbplﬂu ars, all of steel
constructicon, houlaou by engime 1527, ana wcos 1n charge of
Conducter Culver and Inginemon @aLphn Thisg train departed
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Tfrom Jegup, 19 1 miles north of Hortense at 1.14 p m., 11
minutes late, passed Hortense at 1.42 p. m., 12 minutes late
and wes derailed shortly aftoerwards while traveling at an
eatimated speed of between 40 and 50 miles per hour.

The rcecar truck of the 9th car and the 10th to 13th
carsd, i1nclusive, waie dersiled, the four rear cars com.ng
to rest on tncir right si1des on the west side of the track
with the rear end of the 10th car 518 lect south of the
1h1tial point of Aderail.lent; all of the derailcd cars were
morc or less damaged The balance of tlie train remeined
on the track although ithe 8th car sustarned slight damage.

Summary of evidauce

Road Forumean of Engarnes Goward statued that he was
opereting the engince ond that thz brain passcd Hortense at
a speed of ahbout 45 mileco per hour, when 1t reacncd o poilt
about 2 mailes scuih cof tlat puinl Lthe engine lurched slight-
ly as taough 1t nad cncountered a rough spot in the track.
At gbout the game tare tho signal whrstle in the cab sound-
ed which caused 1.4 to look back and he observed the rear
end of one of i1lic crmrs wes out of line, he immedictely ap-
plied tlie brakes in emergency end shut otf steam. AS soon
as the train stopned he went Leck and sssistod 1n romoving
the occupants of vhe wrocked cars He c¢hen continucd pack
to the initial peoint of derailrent where ne noticed four or
five treack jacks sitting alongeide ihe track but they were
not cliose enough to interfere with the movement of the train,
there wore no jacks under the track. He inspected the equip-
ment but found nothing thet could nave contributed Lo the
cause or the accident. TIn his opinion the accident was
caused by the troek buckling under the train which he
attributed to the cxcessive heat. [He also saird that he did
not consider the rovgh Spot in the vrack was sulfficient to
cause him to apply the brekes ¢t the time the cngine passed
over 1t.

Enginemcon Baugzhn stated thiet while approaching the
point of accident he was riding on the fireman's scotbox
kecping « sharp lookout abead but dad not uotice anything
unusual about the condition of the track. His first inti-
mation of anything wrong vae when Loere wvag o Julu of the
eiine, he had 1clt cuch o Jolb on rumerous o.cosiong aand
d1d nct consider thet 2t was anyvtiiing out of the ordinary.
At almost the same taime thoere arpearcd to be o pull-back
of the treia which he thought at the time was wue tc a burst
air hosc as he noticed toat the air pressurce was dCCreasing.
e sa1d tane road foromam of ougines apparcntly was awcre of
some diffaculily as he 1m.ediately pleced the brake valve in
emergency position and brought the iLrocin toe 2 stop Fngine-
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Ttan Baughn estimated the speed at 45 or 50 miles per hour
at the time of the accident, whicn speed he dad not con-
gi1der cortrituted bo the csuse of the acsident in view

¢t the fact that tne maximum pecrmissible speed 1s 60 miics
Ler hour.

Fireman Byington stabted that he was engaged in firing
at the lime of the accident =2nd could offer nc suggestions
as to the causce ol the accidont. He felt no luich of the
cinince Just prmor to the derailmeab, and did nolt he~r any

sound of the cab signol clthough 1T 1t Lwad have piown ne
aignt not have heard 1t.

Bagrageaen Pricr stated trat he was ridairg in tho
seventh car ard juct pr.ooer to the accirdent he felt a slight
rise of the car which e considerced nothing unusunl and was
not sufficient to ccuse ony alara. He costimated Lhe speed
at the tire cf toe zceodent al netl more than 45 miles per
hour, as soon o3 tho cguaipment ca~e to vest e noted the
tirie co be between L.45 and 1.46 p. w. He then went back and
exariined the track hbut as 1t wasg badly damaged he wes uaaple
to determine whether trock conditirns were the cause of the
accident, ne thought that the 1nlorse hcat had buckled the
rails, ¢ tnought the tunporature ves mere tlan 100° He
also inspectec the eguinrment but did nobt discover anything
that ¢nuld hove caused the accident

C.nduetor Culvel steted that he had Just returned to
hig sc11 1n the uvightn cor ofter lcoking at the board at
Hortencce when the car began to swerve and upoed looking
back he noticed the trein huad parted but duc to dust Tlying
ne could not sco what 12d occurred to the real portion of
the troian, he s21d tae accident cecurred at 1.46 p 1. He
nad nol felt any Jerking of the trein nor ony rough spots in
the track until ihe train r:ached the point .f cccidenl. Hc
eXamined the equiprent efter tae eccident but could fiud
nothing that could have caused the meeirdent. He ntticed
the track was tern ug ot the pnint of accadent and did not
£¢ baclk beyond that p vt Lo look for any defecta He con-
¢cluded, from the sido-tou-s31de motion of the car in which
he wis riding, that the track buoukled ond beecarme cut of line.

Flagrian Dovis staled thet Mo gs riding an the rear
coer and nad ne warring of dacger until 1t wue suddenly de-
roxlzd 18 a result o2 beiny 1njured 1n the accident he
nade no effert bto learn wnat cawged 1t.

Ingineran-Ijieman Lauwcl, wlio was deadl cadinrg, stated
that hie was 12ding 1n the erght’s car and when he felt a
lateral luich »f the car he locked cut of the window and sow
rart of the trown goirg down the erbanknent on the right



c1de of ihe track. He sgoriined the cers, whecls and braxk-
ing cquipnient of tlhe dera_led cguipnaent the best ne could 1n
tne posivion trey were in aud cverychaing scened Lo he 1n-
tact He noticed that at the point of derail..ent the west
rall wnas gone and the rrl o1 the sast si1de of the utrack
had been forced to one s.de.

Section Foremoan Skinner stated t.al on the day of

b.e accraent ue resurfaced tne track in the vicinity of the
pownt ¢of aceidernt, which tosk was coupleoied b about 10.15

2. v, This wook cornsisted of raising, tue track about 23
inches by placing Jjacks under the 1511s and Lhen tamping
ballast under ihe *ficg, os well as renewang such ties that
were necessary. tl: pad roncwed four ties under the rail

on which the fii1st rarks of Jderoil ent appearced, and was
pusitive that the trrek wes sale Lo opercte brains at thear
scacdul ed speed, 1in fo2ot he st~tioned his crow and hirself
alongsuie the treck to observe aay elrco, ., when trains passed
over 1t. Bouthboand troin No. 27 nassced ot about 10 30

2. ., nd northbournc train No. B2 <bout 11.00 o, ., aad
nere was no irdiec.tion of ay depressicon. He also inspect-
¢d this peortior of ti1e-d before 1 00 p. 1., ond o_awn a sherd
tinre before the ariiv.l r troain NHo B3 and Tound 1t to be

1n perfoct alignmont When tesin HDo. 83 wporoacched the point
of peecident os Pad bas crew Jdivided on goch side of the

track to observe crnditzons nd the first koowlcice te had

of anyt.ing wich;, was w.en the crquipgrent wag derailed. He
actributed the cause o the aecident Lo Lhe treck cuckling
alier the trair due to ihe eoxpansion of the roils as a ro-
sult of the excessive aect. He 8211 that he had never kuown
T o ecage of this 'ird before, but Lol crpeoricnced difficulty
wilh the lraek buckling auring het weavicr aftoer 1t had

been resurfaced aad ne trains werce in the viclirity.

Ruoadraster Hooeges stated that olinough the trock in
bhis vicainaty il been rosursf.celd prior to the accident 1t
has not been a practice to plice slow sxrliors when work of
this nature s being peri'.iice iig last trap tarcugh that
territoery was om July % and ac consilered the traclk jJust as
£00d A3 ol any Sccul U Lnaet Lis gurisdiebiom He arraved
at the scoene of cccigdeatb 2t 7.35 0 ., on the dey 1t ~ceurred
but at .ot Ltite Lhe trocek wie unlergowng revnlrs and Lo
wis unaple teo reke any ~xanmanotion 1o detemiine the cause
ol the deraili ent. He further statcd thet he cceasiderasd
Secticy Foraum Skunnes o mon of Jood Juegmient and that the
work perl.red on the trock hnd wolbing to d. wvith the acci-

dent eLeent thet 11 n2turall; softered the orock structure
NG rendered vt less resistible tien ot would heave been hnd
1t not ocen daisturbe? £.r sore tinwc
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