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Jomiary 10, 1618,

tn Dogsmber &6, 1018, there was a derallmest ef sz pug-
gengey trein en the svlantle Jowst Line Eallroeud neur Ilrod,
¥e G, whicr rennlted in the death of 3 pasmsengers and the
injorzy of 1 euployes and 38 paseengers, after Ilnveatlpution
too Ihlef of $.e Tures: of Safety reports a8 follows:

Timb Bk v wi J cabeaiztriet of tie Fayetteville dig-
trinﬂ; of tre Flrst bivislen on whioh Rhis asoident ceuarred
1 & single-tragx line exteniing detwaen Parkiorn, D, o, and
e M. lower, & da, & dludonge of 89,3 mllea, ¢vor wuieh traln
novamentye are rovorned by timaetable, traln erdors and a
mannal blook system,

Tha tralp Involved was sontabound pegesunger train
o, 89, concieting of encine 440, one atesl box sxpress eur,
threo stee) underiraze goachew, two atosl sloeping cars, one
atsal baggape ssr, two stoel undeyirame express cars and one
woodem expresz gar, in the erder oumed, and was in churge of
Condugtor .lupecn snd Bnginamsen Burbour, This train leoft
FayetSaville, 5. Js &t belf Pole, I£ alnutes late, pansed
Fembroke, L. Ce, tno lugt station north of point of aocldent
o% 6422 patte, 83 minutey late, and at 6,30, mhile ruaning a%
o speed vuriocusly satlapntod u% from Rb to 40 milea an hour,
was dorsiled at & faoing palnt switenr at t.e north ond of tas
pasalng traol et sired, about 40 oF 45 ear lengths north of
the stution, The weatrer %t the time wub dark but alear,



e

The enzine lJezzlilad about 10 feed from the ,ols1 af
v Bwltel and, ~ulled by the rail, begun teking she Sum-out,
I% ren vwita Lne aheels of one side on tha tles of &t 2 cuin
rugk, 4w tie ®hoels ¢ e otucr zide an the tied of the
vlde truek, until 1t finully eoae to reat On ita leoitl zlde
ui an angle eof 45 dogrera a dlatuncge of 330 feut from $he
point of derallzent. “ﬁ‘im exprons onr Lmmediately benind tue
engine cuxne 0 resb on lts lofd elde slmost diagonal wish and
olear of the alde tragc) the segdond sar, a scuch, saxe %o
roet on 1%9 left mide ity the south end resting on the ax-
presrs a.r uneiad and Lty north end reosting op the ground, it
lodb wide torw oui about half 1t length by teleacopin: &
corner of tap oxpreds GLl'e oll the fatulities coourrad in
this oouah, Jae next goeon gontinued L% eourse slong the
reodided of trne nain track snd cone W reed aboub appoalia the
car ahed wat leening to tne right sgalned seme frei;ht curs
on the soruge Vraak. The next tiree asrey, a souch und tuwo
Ppllman sdeeping cara, ware antirely derailed but romsined
wiprfght, The bugguge our lamedlately behind thess cars had
its froaot Sruoks deralled while She reay tSrugks recained om
ins Sradke dnls gur sloyped with 1ta gemter about over the
.mi_t.oh where toe .creiloent bogon, The three romaining cars
iore not dovslled, 7ne walin and peesiag tragks were tOorma wp
for a dlatanee f aboui 350 fesh,

sppromehin: the sgena ¢f the uwooldent fram the north
e trook 10 ptraignt snd praetionlly lsvel for u dlstango of
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apgat o mile, ‘e sysLem of Lruoss at ilred oonsists of a
storuage tragk loexted on Lhe west alde and s pusslng ‘rsok
leauted on the sont side of the zuln traek, Lotk Sracks
arallelins tie mwain traak,.

Ihoe main trsex !at and ad/zoent to the polnt of de~
rofllzont Lo 1aid =ik 85~pound rails 33 feat long with 18
untreated pine ties unliz* saeh rail. the rails aroe ciogle
spikod 814 bdellastel Lvizt.i: 1und and ~ravel. The track {s in
geod obndition, exaept L.ub the tlem sreo gonsidorsbly nil
eut, due to lack uf tis ,lutocs The switon ot the north end
0. tne eaging breag. wol iald with a Ne, 10 frop, and thae
swltolh podntw were wed witn: four tie dars, “he switah
GRS gh ola meagl anupo I 1108, having 4 throw rod witao
a clevis law, inlw wloh (e saxteasion ¢f tue primary tie bar
w:a insorted aad hold by a 7/ Loah Bolds, wish a nut arranged
for uwas 9 4 cotbir Ley.

Irinepan Jarbdour ateted Sint the eagine was deralled
o% e northhound peasing track switah whem L8 wont in slilng,
He eatlzated tuo ap@cd 2% shout 0 miley an hour &nd stated
V.t bhe applied T o braies three or four hundred feed
nurth of the point of dorgilment in ¢rder $0 sonply with a
glow ordor of 24 mlleg passl-y Zirod station, /0 stated that
hae faw the switoen Iirqnta burning and that the First intimge
tlon he hao bnet anyiblne wag wrong was when he saw fire )y
when the sngine sirros the switoh and fels Lhe engine leaving
tho Sraek. Lo 2uld tno engline la.sdiately begun turning and
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he ‘ud no eupertuinliy % upply braces uwgeln, “he enrine
plowed in tne grownd esd ke up e troak froua the polnt
v aarallioent L0 e rulnt whore 1t Suue Lo rozlk, Le sl ted
t.t he hud ingreeled the enpine before loaving ieoexy Juunt
ad fonnd LV 13 poed condaition and Shut the br2.es wero worke
i sxeo.tionclly well,

‘Lromun lawroenes stated tout ns hls truia wes ape
Frusaniag fAred he wan sittingy en the sast box, hed Just
openad sha blower and wus sbout Lo open the 40cr wheén Ghe eie
yire Junped. i@ szxld wWwot ne did nut Boe LLe switoh olint
ottt e dld notlize that the Burget was while, The firet
intl.a%lon re hud of » ler.ilasnt wan fire evmlng from undare
no.tn tea Lriverse L@ dL:ted teabl e belleved e pony lruck
wot doralled first, a41d tied She Srulp wus runndn  about 2B
or 30 wlles &0 Ao ol v.e time.

Jendueo sor jlmpaoen ztaxbed $hat 4t tie tlas brhe decuid-
want coaurroed als ireln m«8 wavellag sbout 40 alles an hour,
-4 8 i tne fourth our Tyrowu $yo angine and hed Just oslled
v giutlen shen 6 falit foe ear Juxp L@ treok and tLon @
~riading grean two or t.res ticew urd Shought tio ¢ar was gelng
to turm over, A8 Scon g the oar stopped he tried to get ont
ot £ froat doer pit found A4 Jurmed, He then sent tirough
Wi ear and quletsi trne palcengers, Af%er rendering what
A glate s #a8 racersury, arkl aboub an heur or an hour amd &
halil afier the sanident, he and fmipsgenaster indrevs exanmined
Voo 3vwitah znd found 1L sed and laocked for the main traok,
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but tha threw rod was discornugted,. They found u rusiy belitb
whiel whowed much wear under Lhe $hrow xod snd leeked for a
Guth oLty wob found none, The awitah polnt on ke auLd
zlue was in positien a“d all rignte but tne weat alde point
wud migsing. ‘hey found & piene of the swlitah wolon looked
a8 1f Lt .&d been broiken off about turce feet frou the snd
of the polat. Qonduaetoy jimpecn atuted that 1t waus o freah
break and that .o bollavad t-0 engine brolke 1%, but sald tnab
ko was cnabls ic dotermine ;oasitivaly, Us stateod that he
believod the acoldent was due to 1 goaked switoh,
Buggugemagter indrewa stated %hat he was in the dug-
SHEY gur ud the traln asce into dAred wrd the f£irst intlmetien
he ned of Sruut.e wug Fen he Lfeail wod ae thoughtl wae an
snergeney applivetlon of %o aly brakes, He coticated uhe
spoed of ale trala at about 26 ox 30 miles an howr at tho time
it wua Joraniled, He stated that ke and the gondzotor went
buok to the switoh aboutl wn hour afterwmrds snd exumined 1t,
e fyund the lover and logk Weih inteete He looked under the
rall and fourd tnst tne turow red wes dlseomnected froa the
lover trat sontrols t.e¢ swliigh point amd ploked ms o bolt which
hod the appearwnze of aaving oome ot of the rod wiere aonnee~
tion ie made, He stated that the bolt was eld and worn but
Aund nct boeen broken, It wus arranged for use of & eottor
K9y, bt taery souid not find the aotter key. Ths bolt, he
ptutaed, wip Wrokan where the hole gosn threugh i3, but tiias
Uresl: wia obi and rusty. The bolt locxed as if 1%t had not
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ion, some sut of the rod cgnneation. “he switeh wug logued
1a e zgper peclilons Lo further stated hnt the awltoh
okt on Wie casd side . there all right bhut on Lie weat
glde wap torn gut #nd e trask wus budly torn up for eome
distanse.

Plagnan Soudsn atated tawt the Srain was apyresching
Arod at o Epsed of ¢bout I6 or 40 alles an hour when ut the
north ywltch of %he snat sasing traol he felt several asuiden
lunres of e traln and wio knoeked down In the car. He
0% up und breced himself and am 3con &g the trailn euxo o
& 5top he weit back o flag.

jesdnugtor indrems siuded tint ke srrived &t the soene
e tne ascident between 11 and 12 o'slook and found that nons
6f tie squipment hud boen disturbed. He stotes that he found
abusut 350 fvet of both meln and passing traek Sorn uy, the
galtel tern up, he tarow rod 4lesconnested froam the switeh
peintd, and tha rignt hand soiln$ troken in three parts, Hume-
b2y one $lo rod hud the appearance of belng demt '« aprung and
@il tis tle rods wore broken. Ths tle Bar wns dlsconnegted
o1 the tarvs rod and tuoe bolt wap aissing, but thers wip ne
irniigatlion that the disoonnsotion was & yemlt of the uoclient,
“he tls ber tual war ounmetsed to the throw red wss hroken
wutrah fuue Toeb from e outalds rall ag & reasnlt of the agcl~
1ent,  he first indloastion of derailment wos abook 16 feot
soxth of tho awitah,. ‘8 skRated that e 1ld not kncw whut
¢aused tne derafliment but that 1% laoked ae 1f sometiing atruuk
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ste rignt sene swltah polnt end ewused bthe ofthsr polmv uweo
Jur eff, brode W« rigat hand point znd pulled 1t opon Irom
tha #ail, e gonld not nasount far the throw rod being
dlogoniested Iron the gwiteh, e stuted thnat his lu0t ine
gpagtion of this anﬁuhrma muda on the third day of DRaomber
ut w.leh tine the owiltoh msz In geod copmAition. On that
¢uuadion Lo connecgiing bolt betwaen tue throw rod snd tie
bor wus in plaee bnut e ldid not look underneath to dotepnine
12 1% ountalned & mut and gotter key, Gn the morning of
the .y of the accldent, he wes ogn the rsar of & train thot
sntered the agsily Lrugs bLhrough this switoh asna Baw flige
man throw swlteh Lo swl . brac. end aww that Lt worged all
i hte

egiiin Lauder cwvia sluted st he exaiines the
asita.es twioe ouch moey snd $hot at about 4,40 peme On the
&ay of tne gersilmoent e had inapected this swlich wnd found
it in .o0d eondision, ine halt waz in the Whrow rod, head
up, and toers gsus a nat on the boalt, but ne aid not think
there wau o octter xe8y iu i%. he further statsd thed on
g 1Qrning of Jecogber & he saw & tnrough Ifreight teke ke
agiteh golng morth and wbout 11 or 18, neon, maw & soutbbound
Irefishv uge tnw swiigh and & 1ittle .ater o loocul used it,
e gtated tiwt ae arerivad ot the scare of the derallmsnt ahoud
S0 hoar Lnd ben xigutes sfter 1t odcurred and found & plceos
cf fron 1ying; dn & gu.Pler of ¥he rail and tws holas at tha
switok pointe L0 zxomined Yaw ewitoh and found the throw



