1378

TPy nL ¢ L PCE CCr TS ION

REFC 1T OF TYE 071 .00 OF 0F TFi BURERU OF S ¥2TY I RE
IV ISOTA PTON 07 LN ACCIT LT THICE OJCUR-TD 0N TIE
L1LTPIC 00ALT LINE R~IIKO.D NI™ CH:T" AR, FLA., ON
NCV. BLR 12, 1927,

e

Lecerber 28, 1027.

T~ the Ceommissinvs

Cn Nover ber 11, 1927, there wes . dercilront ¢t
¢ freigae train on tne Ltd.ntie Cowst Tine Ruilroad meor
Chitncr, P1l.,, which rcsvlted in the decth of ore employce.

Iccaticon arnd metace c¢f coperaticn

This accident ccecurred cn the '"1lcox Branch of
the QOcala Listrict, exterding between Inamellon end "h1lecox,
Fla , a castance 2f ol.3 miles. This 1s & 31 nle-wvrack
line ovaer ai1chk trains are cperated bv t-e-teble am Traic
orders, nn blocik-gignal sysier poing 1n vse. The acclicdent
cceurced approxihnately 3 miles —mecrth of Chatmar. Beglnning
at Chatmor ard exterding nertirar’ tie track 1s tanzent tc
ti.e nomnt of accident and for a eonsidersble distance be-
yocnd, ' alle the .rece 1s slaightly undulsting erd _s yrecti-
cally level 2t tlie pcirt ¢ seninest, Thc n xX1irurn speed
for enpones basing up 18 restricted to 16 miles per hour.

In the vicainity cof the poznt of accident tne
track is 1 ¢ 'ritn Rb=pound rolis, 38 feet 1n length, witih
about 12 {28 to thae rei1l-1le gth.e /7t toe time of the ac-
crismt thia Jine vres undergoairn extensive rerairs to accom-
nedate wain-line tralfic and 18 being ballasted with
crus icd limestone. 'The firat course «f ballast, abouwt ITour
irces in depth, lhiad beer spread oad placed urder the tieos.,
The seccnd course vas spread a fe'r da s prior te the dale
of the cceident hut the trac! Liad nct heen raissd cocecve 1t,
leavine this ballast aboul even weth the tops of tne rails.,

The we: ther wog clsar ot tne time of tae ace-dent,
which occurred at ebout 10.20 p. m.

Description

Northbourd freight train extra 80¢ corsigted of
ob enpty cars ard & cabecse, lLauled by onglne BUYS, running
becitwar és, snd was in cherqe c¢f Cercucter O'Lteen and
Eiﬁlhﬂmdﬂ Cear. At the time of tie accident t2ls train
was envoute to Ctter uvreek, wrproxi ately 25 miles north

cof Chatmar, 'here tle czrs were to be loacded and a return
moverient made. There being nc frmeilities for turning
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prones ot Otter Creck It 18 ¢ stemory o tack the engine
on the northboura meverent s~ "bhat .t will be acaded 1n
the ““““cr dirrez1 o while harnnlzrng the lcaned egquipment.
Tects tran 1.1t I4*10113n ot 9.F0 p. m., and after tarn-
1n, tae c“;;ne et Clletmal 1t departed frem thet point atl
abrut 10.05 p. ., and s.oortly wfterwr-des 1t was deraaled
1 1le 1ravelling at a spend a2si.ratedl to aove peen gboat
1L w_les ~er aour.

|__1 [ c)

reck ot o poiny apr-outorately 00 feet ncerlh of
the 1mat-al rout »f derailmsnt, the tender also came to

8 1s5T% coie, bering aliest cempletely reverserd,
but 2t reneined e pled to tne 1 pine; both were coasider-
arly (raaned,  Tve firsl five cars vore dereiled and cznie
to rcst .1 various positiorns rithin 2o scace ol lesas than
100 reet, ‘the T rst Tour cors being badly demaged whille
the [Lfth car wee =2lx shtly daraged. The employee kulled
wes the Trreman

Thg mry ne geme to rhgt o ite left sice parelleld
¢

surrary of evidence

Tnrineren Desn steted trat slter passing over ¢
slicht eser.dliog urdﬂe a sl.ort astance soula ¢ 2
seiot ol aceirlort T pl cad LAac t rottle thg drlffwrg
ot tin, A o oortty after this hiad becea ddeone e helsd

a reculisr sound vaich lie *n:ug% irag ceused bv ballast

or tie reoloc, e lseled at U teadszre a0 ot o0 eaced o
be .ot g suoe~tily bul € were ves fivre [1l7ug tren ats

viterls, and Yavin, had crouble og one previous cccasidn,
Cues to a rcar pllvt hrace dPx1pllg Ao eré tnockaing bal-
last c¢a the ratlis, he wes o1 e 1 Hmeseicn that seretilag
¢ t38 o lere nac naspened o, aw and 2 was abont tc
apsly the prekes for the purpcose »1 casing an ocrdl-ary
gmen e tle tonder leit the track, sung around avrd de-
railent thv erpln: . Uptr coserving las 1error lewve toe
traclk Lie wpolied tre air kraokes 1. emer ercy but ne d.é
net toool o g Jlicatior ot brakes haod anyioang to
do voTi s% ypilna toe traiv. Engaoveran I oan catimaved the
speed o L Lrn o oat fle tue of Lng ucczéent b 7o miLles
rer Y rnre, et v g egoinicr wes poarfectly sale sg the
track 2 scarcd £0 bs 1ir eocd corsiition, and he furtler
scoted toan Lt o0 et thon!t the bLelilasl hod an thong to
d~ otk thie aceldrrt altacu-li e nmade no anvestipation to
ascer Tial 1ts couse.,

Brakenwen "iltag s'rcted thet ot the Lime o the
aecicdert e was cbendyrag i Lthe cup of tue onglie near
tae firerenis soat., Tve Taimel Fnovled, e of fnything
Wicrg was Sen e chasrves fhe fevder leacin,g te one sifde
ara e vmed.atsly juncec cut ef a cal yindcw. Il saild
tre sopecd of the Lrain vas about 14 or 25 rnilea =er hour
al tre time ardé thct hie Lad rncoticed ne fougH rrair g oef
the teardey procr Lo 1ts Jerarlnornt, be hod ne 1828 as to



LomomeT e 1Eteer 37 o~ et e g3 riding in
trhe cvr ola o7 the o pcogo end dnet 18 flvrst nmtimaticn of
anyt v auanal tas whkew, Lt trazu oecers Lo oo osucder glcoi.
e lacu. b tae apeco of Ve trrir ez vt over 18 miles
per h~ur ol aay tine cfter leo7ion Lacorer, that the treoe
vyes 11 Tear conclitio arg tlatl the cab cze role about as
ustal. Jondvetar otiteem war una le to Toy ot caused
tie tecaront as e rade nc 1nvoorlootiom o7 condivima,
alit i, ur sejersl occes s he cocale ear the coonouse
runnil.g over 2alis3t, T.e ctotements of Ile-rmun Jarvis
brotas Lot vt ccctb_eonal tacta of Lopertarce.,

LOoCT Lo Soremom Fodaea stuter Tiwt lac track in
tne vici~ 1 f tle seociiont nad boen ballested pua sur-
foced onn Toag 2~ U L ke yo3s~cc Cyer 1t a2l 40315 e om. "o
tac ol of the ol oent, ofF 7 ook time o neotleed ne
veriertions, »Tter tae acciceri, hovever, the scctioa Fere-
vers fovrs wcue low joonbs v Lle the treack clsc ves sl. htly

cut ~f 1ive, bat e d not Thaiak tacse Jeliects trerc sas
ficrert toe nav. ceuzed any urduc rocliar;, ~1 i Leiler.
Fz alzcc s._ter ~het te forac 20 1nficaticas of ar yiring
dragzriag el toet Mme cod net toanmh the bellast belwesn tho
rols conftrobutea o fue c2Use ol T-e geccifdenc. e
thouckt the 1rrepuln-~ ¢l io~ie~t omediatel;r south < the
10'“1 ol acci? 1 re, Jted from 1le fderaileatl of the
equr,ymcnt,

Jocdriasier dusst g.cter that he possad over tnis
pert .n of tie tree- ecnoa moler car o lhe rorning of the
acclte. L oA @ vure 1o Lo e ~1out1l 0 oout I 1ome

ac Ler oL o8 s 1 *tTc wewvir, ot it e maic 10 oa

to Lo, T ocwe o gorrrrtton® revcdl 4 oas 1o cad net thinw tiey
QT SLrLeY,. 0 MU, b Lo CLuse o Jersiliunt »ovided the
TIZRITILIY 800 G lINlt rao nel «.ece.ded,  pfter tle accidert

airy
Le found tore surface of the (roell ccunis ¢f tne noont oF

accl ent to Lz scwev ot 1rre Llo., bul tre roxiomum var.a-
“ievm oves only Coareh Reegdn slere Guozt thongat the cor-
rira2tlor of 1rrogplar olineme £t susToze souvld bove oo
terndcocney Lo c-uae o Loroer o rreu Yo sep o extent, aad
gr.d he bulicvad tre Lpeed 1o _€ wis hemg cons.aevebly
gnte oG v Tt 1o ¢ of e ceclrevent, ~care, f fae 0oanica
.ot a wrios travellivyy of 18 meoles pee lcar woald pass
gefoly vy 1 ¢’ vers.oar L8 mLZul o8 O _nchies 1n ©. 083
levels, ™~ oo lo:

910 Tlhet o ooncone boccoline up over thiis
C I Cerve Lo beoLoviug at least S0 miles
b1 oaer Lo ™o, Torecled trolm too o teook renditions oo
: t L0 Loie of tio werodent cnd toot tiese
1at ol bLem core ctod Lonce the ceoidoutb as
fed 1lie Eracsls eofr for ] & moeximam pro-
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Funerinten~eént Hollins stet A thet re arr:vad

at the scere of tue fecident [0k v R O O o
anc aefsor rak ng «n ~Juestip oo Lo Aotrrraine 1
o t

N T e~ - . - - b - - -
he wea ~f Tl srpronsicit thoo Ceuserl D7 the tencor

1
reelmy of T tue oo ow o ai1g.t varr. L .ons in the
traclk s~uth o1 ths rmuint 20 wrc1? 2L rivch yreebably were

,
troffic e 1d not
o

aoprevas g undoer tho pr o ‘
> ta=an 1b roles rer

t1LLr]< tie ape O of thoe *o o
Four ot thoe tive 1t wen Jo

Tter

Th

bor Cottorson sotbcd thet sacrily
2 the tooer Lo ascerToln wha®
i Tound 5 fLonec meark on top of the

L UM
Tlie oot e woirn
coused tro accident an
wosl »oll, f11s merx faoot on cooine hout

gous . sufe rnd oxtendaing dilgonually feroes

—

L oomel from the
2 tie rall 7or .
distonee of ebout 17 foct.e .oir The point rwre thois
Tliznge rark lofc tho racl he noticed mearks Jacr o a.otaor
vhieed ird crosecd thie ranl, e could {ind ﬂ“lhilg ot tos
posne wiien weuld hevs cruscd ¢ vwacel to mount too rail.

"rcekmastor ornally corerJrK a? tv ¢ at toments
of Troimuaster foloerzoa s to tne rarks found on oo tanl.
Ho else eorrcberatod Pricnascer Gunsl as Lu treoel: co1 1-
tierns, furt . r stril g that o welved ccoutlbvera fer o f19-
tonee of ao-ut 5 owal o Fovred anihile Yo 1acical.e tat
ey tiinme hed hoon drogetrie. il oxorared th: waeels o tle
fuel Toe ek L las Tovior, ”HLCI v.8 Do leaolag trucy in
tiie 7 oroglrion 1n "brich thoe tire ros o moyinyy, and they
srrcored Lo be 1n operf oot co“(Ltﬂdn. 1 wgg 2f Lhe oonien
thet Lue sursing ot vater an o Lomby ecund 4 wmath Iow
jcints, c-as ¢ the tend-r to t recke” frem too track.

tinster ll~charice "itoorspoon stited thet he

mnedoe a caTDTHW irsp.etion of Jlo tendor after tle accirenl
ard thet 1o Jeleots vere fourd vhiclh coulle weve coltri-
uted to the ciuse ¢f Lne ccerdedt.  Te cecompnnied head-
rie<ter fugst 2 vl g sn 11 Tpecticn of the Lreack and
messurer-nls v ere talry {or o dlstence of 100 Teet south
¢l tne powmt  aere trhe Tlonec moaohs Davsl wpoearze on the
real., A0 b e forol o ceuny souvtlh the eagt val ovas found tce
be threce-.curl' g el Tov, o s.orl di1svence bsyvead tairs
pCint Cuc wOsb ralt was one-hoelt 1ich low, wiiile tregsure-
ments Lol o litile fartba:r couth 9 cved the ¢ast raal
f2ve-e1patns _reh low, LbBeyecro this po nt Lo lroe’t sas
appr-Ximitely level, r, "1thergoon sare tee 1mdicaniors
vrere tal.t one of tle lewding whicels on the recr truck of
frne te cer relead above the west rerl cnc ©oen came Cown
onn top ¢f tpol rexl, movong alceng on the rucning curfece
of the rfeal fer o=ocasi, fPﬂ cf 18, Teet befcere 1t dropped
cfi on “he ovtside. ‘'r. '"1thorspoen vas alzo of the cpin-
o thet the specd of the trolr wog 1n crecess of 15 miles
per hour, ord thﬂr this s;peed, couplcd w,.tn i“revul 11T sSLr-
face ane tTac Qct t}ab itre terr cr cf cenpine BOL wos TUll
cf warer, vsgult 1. Shie oceourr mcs of tao FCCldCht.
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Drgzirae "6 1 of Yoo Z2-H-2 tyre, hirvirg a total
weLlght, eripir~ . 1.nder, ¢v 583,270 pounis, The tenier
hes o lem, o o 29 Teag 1 inca ver oll “nd 18 egulrpea
w.th oo, by, ond L Jlicht or ts rear erc. It is olso
equirped vk osrlrsh pL;tes nd Mes o crpcenty ol €,C000
collons of b 1 nT 150 teoms of eowl; L otune tive of the

-

accliisrt 2t oo smentoz lly 17 of woter omd comtained
about 7 t-ns ~f co.l.

Tne tisst meork of Pcrallment arpearcd on the
ruaning surlrcce of thoe west .r1l, rppnrcertly crused by o
wicel ilenge. It Lirst cponared chout tarec-fourtls 1inch
from the gare s2cde of tha rrzl nd extended d1cor ¢ Jistenice
of 181 fest Lo the peant shere the wheel dropred off on
the outsicde rerr the l1orviag end »f tae rarl. There wWee

a mark herce ¢ v oecl flenge gtrucl the rirst bolt of tne
a.fle brr wiiech cooneets thits rall wota the following one
while tre sccerd helt was sherre” czf.  The vheels thon
ren alenp the brllast on Top of the ties for sowe dist. ice
befere tnsy cropned off tne cuds of toe f103, the leodsrg
era i tre tercer suyiging teo tae left wrd forelly caasing
the darcilm vt of the erngine.

Coruclusicrs

Thils zcerdont 18 berserad to leve bren crused
prireridy by the areven surfrec of the Lrce's.

]nqpect 1ouf the eculnuent .lsd to dizclese
any conditocn wrhish 1l is bholouvia couls 3 ve coused fTne
dercilnent. P swevey of Lthe treeir, however, Tevealed that
1t wes slightly out of ITiz -, viils 1llre ere sorme low
jeirts, cm cltermcte sides of the track, for ¢ 8 orl Jis-
terce srut ot the rezrt of cecrdent,  "hese Lrregllar
rack cord tiers oyprareontly woere suificient Lo cause the
toender te celr to seen ar o ortorl Lt Lt porratied the
lecdann we=el o The weet gude of £he v oar tondor truck
to mourt th: roa1l, followed by the cer-ilricnt of tlie wiroin.

Taere 1s some cuesitaicn s te weotacr tae maximun
spo.d limut fer owmeines pacling up woes not ooing cxceuned
at trs t. e of the cecerdont, but Lo i1s coul” net be defin-
1tely doeterm.r.d. The crow meLavealred thot £5¢ troin s
trovilling net move tn 1% males rer hou:r, but some of
the cifficrals were of Tie cporicn that 1t wog micving ot oo
cracter rate of sroce, Vesia, thelr ominiens on the dis-
tonce the cocuipmert uﬁwur cfier wevrmg deroiled and bolors
it fanolly cine to roczt.
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