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¥ inveetigation of mosldant em the i - D
Atlantic Cosat Line Rallroad, nesy Uslisken,
Floprids, on Jonuspey 30, 101G,

Oy — v— iyl el

on Jenuery 20, 1918, there was & dersilupnt of @& sssssne
gar treain on the Atlentic Comet Line Ralliread near CGallehan,
lorids, resulting in the injury of 26 pessengere end one
Fullman portoer, ,

The deralled train wos southbound Atlantie oast Line
train Ko, 86, known ss the *Flopida snd West Indlea Limiteq,®
gnrouts feom Rew York Oity to péints An Florids, . Condnetoy
Yil1lisos and Baglneman Lodge wepe in obarge of this traln,
It gonalated of Fesific type englue Mo, 2G4, -one msil car
one combination cosah and DeZCEge Q&r, ne Casgh, one Alning
qar, and five Pullman sleeping oars, in toe order named, the
care belng of allesteel conastruction snd having siz-whesl trucks.

The Savanhsh Disoterict of the Atlaptie Qomet Line HMallrosd

on which $his soeldent sgeurrsd extends oo Sswsnnah, Ge.,

to Jaaksonville, Pla., & dletance of 188,89 nilss., Betwesn
davennaly and ?aiksmn, Gaa, 2 Glzioned & 11%.4 olles, the
Ling is gingle~treck; between Follkston and ummmnh, &
distance of 41.85 milez, the line le déuble-~track end 1s
equipped with auntonaltic blogk siznals of the three-pogition,
uprey~guadrant, asmarhors type, The derailosnt ogourred st
shout the middie of this double-trask portion of the pond.

The track in atralzhit for about 18 piles north end 1-1/2
=iles suuth of the point vhare the sceldent nueurm&inmﬂ for
about lel/8 miles north and 3 =Ails2 gouth of thisg T 1%

e practlieally level., In thiz vicinkty 35 foot 1ls of 80~
pound geotion sre used, single-g-ied ilnside and out) the tles
are of pine and ayprega, sverrcing sbout LG to the pall length,
On troated pine tles which ard reoently been installed tie
lates were used, The Jolints are nade with alw=bole apnglse bars.
¢ pondbed ia of elay snd sand, with %wo op three lnshws of
grovel bhallagt. AL the Lisg of the seeldent the ties were
welé £illed in with gravel and the surfaos and alighawni were
good,

On the date of this accident train No. 83 left Jeguy,
8n., B station shout 55 miles from Sevannah, at 11408 .o,
23 ainutee lste, and papsed Hilliapd, the luat telsgraph office
nerth of the point of dorrilaent, at 12140 P, 12 alnutes
behind sohedule %ime, The derailament ogourred at IS0 Duma,
2t 8 point about 8.2 atlze pouth of Hillierd, end two miieg
north of Gallshen, while the troin wae punning st s speed of
epbdprozlantely 58 miles per hour.

Tha reny fruck of the dinlng osr snd all five Pullman
cars wers Qerslled, 7The hnuckle of the eoupler on the rear
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and freight trains by both sleotrio nmotor end stean loco=
motive. The movoment of trains Lo governsd by time-toble
and train orders, the lntter Mﬁg tranmmittod by tole-hone,

The track iz tangent for a disbanoge of 1,700 feot
wost of, and 3,000 foott sast of the point of saooldont and
the vlew 1s unobstructeds Tha podnt of acaldent was at the
hottom of a4 863, on a 185«foot £ill, there belng a aé of
De8f, 1,280 feot in length on the wost, and of 0%, 18626
foet in length on the cayh.

There was a dense £og at the time of the sooldent.

Condugtor Jaooba of the freight axtra stated Lhab
ab Georgeic n, he rocelved By tolephone an oxder to Tun
eubra Georgetorn o Lake Allyn, shich he 414 pob wirdite Jdowna
The 4ispsteber dld not zive Bthe Sime the order was made 0%,
Hig train left Gcorgotor-n ahout .34 a.mx.,; made a etop at
Bebhel, and departed fron that poind abeug V+48, Ao the
troin oruseed the bridge near Bulingbon, »82 mllea east of
Falr Qak, he looked ot bis watolh and it was thed 7.50. At
that $ime he esneched that Bis traln sould reach Wildaee,
1.69 niles wont, abomt .03, and taks the siding for Hu, 2
whieh was due o leavs there at 8,04. AS the tine of the
agoldont he wae rlilng in tho caboose and had no warning
of the impeniing svoclient until the enginaman whistled for
the brakeog a for asecnds before they sollldeds A= soon ea
e oould get himaslf togothar, be Jooked at bis wmich and
i1 wns thon 8,0%. He stated that be hes beon in the
employ of the Cincinnati, Georgebown and Poytsmouth K. R.
for a total of about fouyr years, ond during thet time he
kas no$ reen a hook of rules, hed zever boon exmamined on
them, and further, that he had never knowm of an instance,
during that ysricd, whers an iuferior traln oleared &
guperior train five nimtes.

Be statad that 1% ia the gencoral practios to
sroceed agninozt a superior tryain without olesring them as
regulyed by rule, end scometimes the superior truin is forlld
te bo ahead of time, He nentioned one inasande in- 1; T
Superintendent of Twansnortation ¥, . Louden waz ridiaz on
& train which was aiz nminutes shead of time vy Louden's
wabeh and four rinntae by the wabtobh of ane of the arew. Ho
Turther s% :bed that his wakoh had neyer heen exanined oy

toated and $hat e Jid npot know of a wadoh inapcclors Hefore

starting out on Dunday plzht he compared his m}mh\aﬂﬁb the
standard Clook at Carrol {t., and at that tize £t wae about
one-half o sinute fasd, Scmetime during hia trip, /but ab

“hat point he o uld pot say, he ccmparesd vatohes with the
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The treck ssstion on whioh this wocident securred L
somprices Five miles of doubls track and & short epur. Bestion
mester Bmlzh wa in olwrge of this weellion, having & apew of
five laborers, He etated thal on the day of She socident snd
on the preceding dey he and hin man wape worklng on the southe
bound trstl Betwasn milepost 180 and the ﬁgiﬂ of auoldent,
renawing $leg end &M?.’mg and m&}..&ni‘ trkok, Kilepost
160 is about Z000 feet north of the point of dersllment, Heo-
tion msster Bmith and mambern of Mly crev ptated that on the
day of the keoldent no asy tieg had Been put ing on the Jdoy
before, new tlee had been put in snd after sp &1l but two
or thres of thege new $iss fhwy Red ran oud of spiken,
asetion ssster ales atated that ix this treohk the Jolnts were
tight end he was preparing %to change a peil, - Ho ght the
derallnent was cauzed sither by the palle Buukling or YLy sone-
thing falling from the forwerd psvrt of the frain,

OUn the dab%e of thw xccideny the geotionh erex wes workisng
at the point vhere the deralizent sgourred ke traln o, &8
approached, and the men sors al on the porthbound track
diveasly oppusite this point when the train wie Jarsiled. the
anginemen of the w0 precoding treins atated thad the seotion
ehow was rengving tios at this point on the dele of the mogle
dsnt, and the Piremen of train Ho, 885 astated thel pe the train
spprosched he gaw the seetlonsen driviag cplhes, Fassengers
rfated that the seation ¢rev wae a% the peink of derelilaent,
and theys wers tiog, tle pletes and t00ls lying abouts, an
inspection of the track dlsclozed that thers wore 43 of the
451 now tiee betuwsen aile poast 1B0 and the point of dersilment
in whioh apikes hed not been &riven. Thep® were nc elov crders
in effeel on this psrt of the s ¢ Bnd o Tlagman hrd bosn
gent out to protect this poial,

At the time of the scoldant the waather wad clear and
varn, the temperature being sbout T8 4 ws¥, The inspeostimn
af the track slso dlscliosed tha% the Jolnts weps tignt, ut
thic sonditlon was not gerioug enough in itselfl %0 Rave csuned
the deralilmant,

This derslilment was caused by fallure of Jectionmyoter
Zmith to have the ralls properly spiked to the ties beforn ke
paaeage of this tralin, 28 well as is fallure erly to
ﬁgﬁwt g;is paint whlle tis renswnls and Srack yepsirs were
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Bagtionmanter Snith had been smployed as & Srechk lzbopar
gnd relief Copssan for abouts two yeswrs obd as & fordanman fop
aboud & year and 5 half, .

Srsptey Qeatruction of praperty, with o logen of
1ife and more sgrisus injury to puwr%em ant gnploress, waz
nndaubtedly averted by the uee of etoel sars I \Ghis tealn,
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