
J&rre i»veetl$»tien er accident en the Atlantic Coast tine JUH^ocd* near Gallahen, Florids, on Jeftuery $0, 191&* 

On January SO* 1915, there »as & derallisont of ft passssn-* §er tr«in oa tho Atlantic Coast line gtsili*ea& near f&allsMn* Florida, resulting ia th® injury of S3 p*ssea&«?4 and one Pulln&n porter* 
tho derailed trein una southbound AtiontAo €oa«t Llae train Ko* d04 fcne?m aa tho "Florida and **ft Indian Lisitea*11 

enroute fros flow forfe Olty to paints in florlda* - Conductor *iHias»e and Eaglaeaan Lodge vara in charge of .this train* it consisted of JPeeifie typo engine So* one a*ail oar* one ee&hinntlea ecaeh and beggego oar* one coach,- one fining oar* and five î ullaaa sleeping care, in the order neaed* the cere being of sll~st««l construction and having •JbMobool truefea. 
She Savannah &i«trlot ef the Atlantic ®m&% M a o H&ilro&d en t»hieh Shis accident occurred extends frets Savannah* Oa*, to Jacksonville, fla., a dl atones of 1SS*9 ssilea* Between Savannah and folfcston, G a M a distance of 11$*4 atlas, the line is single-track) between Itel&stoa and Jaafcsenville* a distance ef 41.0 miles* tbo Una ie doabl*<*txaae& and la equipped with automtle block Bigaals of the tb?#e~pesltlon, upper-quadrant, iMaapaere type* *hc derailment occurred at about the aiddle of thia dcuble«-traejs, portion of tbo read* 

traeh la straight for about i& ©ilea north m& ail** south of tbe point whore tho accident occurred, for about 1-1/& Biles north and 3 «ile*s south Of this point it 
is practically level* In thl« vicinity 33 foot rails of 
pound section ere used, ein£l»~e"iv.ed inside »n& eut| the ties 
fire ef pine and cypress, evarp&ing about 10 to t&O rail length* 
On treated pin® tiae vhich enfi recent!? boon installed tie 
pi&tcs were ua&d* 2he Joints are m&* with slit-bole angle b&r§» 

roadbed is of clay ana sand* ^ith two or three inches ef 
grevel boUast* At the ti&e of tho accident %tm ties were 
^eil filled in ̂ ith gravel and tho aurf&ce and alighwat *ars 
good, 

On tho date of this accident train So* 6b lefV«1fca%* 
&a*, a station about 55 miles from savannah, at 1103 ««o** 23 ninutas late, end passed Hilllard, tho last telegraph office 
north of the point ef derf ilm»nt, at 12t40 p*ffl** IS alnutee 
behind schedule time* She deraitent occurred at 1&I68 at ̂  point about 8.2 alloc south of milliard, and two ailes 
north of Cfellahan* vfeils th© train wne running n̂ - as speed of 
epprosiasately 0§ î ilee per hour. ( ) 

Ihe rear «rua^ of tho dinj.ng ear* and all five Fullsaan 
oars w^rs derailed, Rie imuc^lc of tho coupler on the re&r 



and freight trains by both ©ieotria motor and abeam loco­motive* Tbe Esoveraont of trains la governed by tto-table 
and trala orders, the latter being transmitted by telephone* 

'i > 

Tbe track is taagont for a distance of 1*700 feet 
west of, and 3* 000 foot east of tbe point of accident and 
the view is tuxoh»tmotod. The point of accident m.@ at the 
bottom of a e*3t on a 15-foot fill# there being a jprade of 

1#S§0 faet In length on tbe west, and of *93^ 1636 
feet in length on the ea*$t* 

There w%& a dense fog at tbe time of the accident* 
Conductor Jacobs of tbe freight extra stated that 

at aeor^eto n» he received by telephone an order to run 
e^tra Georgetown to Lake AHya* ̂ hleh be did not ̂ rit© dom* 
The dlaaatebar did not slve the time tbe order was made 0*K# 
Hi a train left Georgetown about Q*34 a.m** made a stop at 
Bethel, and departed from that $oiat about 7*43* As tbe 
train oraeaod the bridge sear Huliogten, »SS iftilea east of JTalr Oak„ he looked at hia watch and It ̂ aa then 7*89* At 
that tine ho exacted that his train ̂ euld reach Wiitaee, 
1*69 ssiles west, about D*Q3 t and tefea the elding for Wo* s 
which ?m® du© to leavo there at 6*04* At the tlge of tbe 
aecidesit he m a riling in the caboose and bad m warning of the i&aen&lng accident until tbe engineman whistled for 
the brakoe a few seconds before they collided* A& soon as 
he could get fclnaelf together, be lodged at feia vetch and 
it wsu3 then 8*$s» Sfo stated that be bae been in the 
©aploy of the Cincinnatit tteew&eva and Portsmouth B* B« 
for a total of about four years t end during that tiiae he 
bee not reen a book of rule** bad sever been aKastlKed on 
tbe% and further, that he had server Season of an instance, 
during that oerlodt ^tere an inferior train cleared a 
anterior train five minuter* 

Ee stated that it la the general practice to 
proceed against a superior %mi& wlabout clearing them aa 
required by rule, and aomotimeo the superior train la found to be ahead of time* Ee mentioned one instance ia**$*UA!*«* 
Superintendent of Tr&asnortation V. M« Louden was riding en a trala v&ieh was six r̂ inutee ahead of tine by tendon* a 
watch and four rlnntea by tbe watofa of one of tbe ores?* fie 
further at ifced that his imtob bad never been avrained or 
teatad and tbat aid not icso*? of a -watch inspector* Before aborting o\it on Sunday ai^ht be compared his wabah\witb the etaadard Cloak at Carrol ana at that time |t m& about 
ono-balf a minute faat* Sometime during hia trip r but at point he o uld aot eey, be compared tsabehee with the 
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ffce treofc section en «hieh thia accident a«*3«rap*d comprise® five nilea af double traak and 4% short apur* beetle a meter $mith vae in charge af tale fcn*ia& a nrav af five laborers Sic stated that en tbe 'nay «f ftceidcat and on the preceding day he and hia nan vera working an the south* bound track between silepoet 100 and the point of accident, ranging tlet and aligning aad leveling tnft track* Rilepoet lso le about £000 feet north af the jpeint of derallifteat* aeo-tion meter 9alth and jaesberB of ale «r*wr atated that ea the day of the accident m mw ties bad be an pat laj an the day before, new ties had been pat in and after *pikia§ all but t̂ e or three of these new ties they bad ran eat af epikte* the eeeUon aaeter alee ate ted tbat In tMa freak the joint* ware tight end be was preparing to ob«n$e a rell* • Be thought tbe derailment was caused either by the rail* buckling or by some­thing falling from the forward part of th* train* 
OR the date of the accident the aeation crew vse ̂erStiag at the point where the derailment occurred ae train so, 60 approached, and the stan were standing an the aortbbouad tr&efc directly eppeelte thia point *hea the train **• derailed, the englaeaen of the tm preceding trains stated tbat the section crew vss renewing ties at this point on tbe date of the acci-* dent, and the flreraan of (rein Ro« ${$ atnt«& tbat aa the train approached he eaw the gectleanen driving «BHE*C* âeeengera etated that the section erev m a a t the peiftt of deraUeient, and there were Use, tie platan and tenia lying about. An inspection of the track disclosed that ther* Irere 44 of the 4&T new tlee between nlie peat 160 and tbe pfciat ef densilacat in ifbicb epikea had not been driven* *ber* *we no slov orders in effect on thin psrt of the railroad* and HO flagman foA been sent out to protect thia point* 
At the tiise of the accident tbe vaatber wad clear and 

>m?®, the te»perature beiaf about degree** the inspection of the track els© disclosed that tbe joint* mare tlgtt, but this condition m.9 not serious enough in itaalf to have caused the der&ilaent* 
thia derailment was caused by failure of *ectiottaacter SMifia to nave toe rails properly cpi&ad to the ties before the paaesge ef thia train* as well aa bla failure prep*rly to protect this point v&lle tie rencteel* and track repairs were being made. ^ ^ 
cectianoaeter Saith had been employed ae a track laborer and relief fere&an for about two yeare and an a foresiaa for about a year and a half* 
Greater destruction of property, *itb probabla lose of 

life and acre esrimia injury to peatangera and eaployses, «ae 
undoubtedly averted by the use of tteel care In |hj>* train. 


