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I8 RE INVESTIGATION OF AY ACCIDENT 'niICH OQUQURRED ON THE
ATLANTIO Q0ATT LIEE RAILBOAD AT BAIN-
BRIDGR, GA., OF JUNE 14, 19D,
July 1% 1526,

On June 14, 191G, there wea . hosi-ami eollisicn on
the Atlsntilo Qosat Line Railrowd o Bainbridge, Ga., shieh To-
wlnad in the daath of ane asployev wnid the {ndwry of four
saploysen. Afser imvastigation of shin adeident the Onhief
of $he Buresun o Safety gubmine vhe following Feporyy

The Homigomary Dissriot of ths Cacond Divisisn, om
whiak Yhils secldent soouryed, is » siagle traek lisa. Teainn
=X% ojazuted hy Lime ¥sbis angd train opdora, ne bloak ajpnad
ryrtan Daln; in uwe, The sodldent coocurvyad within thoe yaxd
limiss at Beldnbridge, thase limito sxtending £xoum & poing
about L nllé st %9 A eiRt about ong Al onfeIARtar @i)os
wont of the atasions  Aggpmesdhing the point of oolli-fon Lrom
TR weNt Shere L abont <000 foet of tangent, o S-0Rgrs) oures
to %ha ridu aboub TU fees In langih, followwd by dbout 1,000
fant of vangant and 5 Surwe o *he laft of B decpeas for a
distanee of ahouy 800 feet, thun dimindshing in surestiuxe Lo
4 dagress X minukes Loz - ddstanes of 335 faet, The aoaldant
GRIUFFGL on che G~dagree joXtlon of the ouxve 8% a solnt b
375 feat sant of it weatars encds  This GuXve extends through
3 S~foei ou%, on W ssoendling grade for sasthound Araina of
+81 por gant. A houss ani saversd Lrauy nrd loasied on Lhs
Anstde of tha ourve on the top of the out, resirioting the
ranged of wvisiun to sbout 300 fee¥,. Mo weathay w3 olear,
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Taxd ansine 138, in oha¥ge of Yorewan Nelliy and
Enginec.an ¥inoens, bad gone fxsm Bainbwrlige to Pest Bainbridge,
a Adan:e L Abouk one and one-uasker niles, for Lo MXPOIS
of *lng somt <oxk, After thla had bean finkshed tha smging
[oaesiat Haok Somnad: Bailnhridge, being orarated baeklog up,
mashin. Liures box oars aml hanlins four box ¢aza. It lafy Roos
Buinbriige A% abous Gad0 aerme, adeording o Poxeman Kolly, amdl
at about 940 mdme collddad with sestbound fyeirts fraln sxiya
843 while srwwsling & a4 zpead asiimated 50 have Bewn aboud
10 rmdlen an houRe

Faastbound Lroight Sxaln axtrs B33 wia n mply srain
sonalastin, of ning o and & gabooss, hanled by saglae 653,
Ak waa An ahuargs of Qondustor Robinson snd Zncinoman Raaved.
It axrived at Balndridge 8% Deld aome, sl saffher stapndng A%
Lt PRt houas wud af Rhe gtaslion, depaRted ab about D)8
Rathe, aml Dol rxoooeisd & ddatxnoe of sbhoud T fedt «haen 1%
69llided with tha onks bHelng mished by yerd snglue 1854,

e fraom of the btamiar of enjinse L3262 wig demlished,
Lha olatexrn haing fogasi fopaard Azningt tie Dnilay head, Feé-
sulting 4n tho owse-lets destrestion 7 the sngine oak. The
laading onx of tuo-e Belng rushal by engine 1252 aia telessoped
shout ao~thkrd of 14z lenghbh by angine 833, #hile the weaomi
ank in the wraln »f oxs®s B2, o £lat 9anr, wia broken in Lwe,
The damage %o "he bulanos of the &pdpment LR sluher tEaln
wae shight. The snployes killed w»q she anginewmn of ensine
1362,
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Opsxasor Baxfiald, who aslia tiokata snl cheoks and
llvars bagoage in edditlon to his Jdutlar ag opezater, atabel
Lhnt #hen Peauy to et £ron ¥eah Balrbridge, Foresan Rally
adways @adied hils up on W tolsphens and askad hle te hodd
Add sz dng until Liw azrlvod, but that thinz Sime ha Add not do
gve e woomnral for his novenanta hotradn Held wems Al Vhe
tAms of ths Reident by saying that bLotwadn D.LE Alme Wil Y10
Aelie, U8 muy workhog of the slrs handling ssacagea with Dothen,
Alda, sl Suvomnah, Q4. AfEex thic he was @alliod %o the hag-
Loagd ROOR 0 Loeato o wruak for o women, Hhis taking eoRalder-
whig shm un aeostint of ivg hawing baon iaprorerly oliookeld,
Thile &0 the bugiage Foom ha alae searched for o broow and
Muier b0 aushanus with the sterfekespsr of the mupply trads,
anl op sooount of not fimdin: the aser laediasely had te
apeDd novoxad nlmtes lookiapx for v, Be 414 not ataks whad
tise he FetuFnel to the offiag, bus Lhizn mas fisxed by Junduotor
Robinoen of tvo mipply Snin an a8bows 218 fa.re  Opershox Baw-
a8l alan axdd what he sammerel She Lolephorm thRes tines
LOLIGEL U Seite Ml 1A ke, the lask bime belng Hetlween
Dele weria mnd Leuft aeme AS this Sheu, sha ;oreon Oalling had
hung ur toe Pepelver before Lo anawersd e eall,

Foreran Rally sdd shet in oocordanee +with hia ouston,
e want into s omers at Test Balnhridpe uri oudled up the
oparater st Balnhridgs by tels hwne, wilng the line of tha
Ball Telophons Doiany) this #ig A% 10 seme  Aftar getting

th OoRuAGLion ne reoopnised the volee of O.eratow Baxfleld,

bald him whieo = Galllin;, sbté 5hed sald ¥o Taold everytbing)
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I on oomlng owver.® He violmad Oparzaior Bazfieln oaid, *I
Lot Wbiamy aond shoads® He shen aent oun 6 e gtore shdd
boagded. .0 renk Oar, clviag Lo Enginesan ¥inoent and foa oibher
uanbaRi L& the rew Lhe umial signald, mesndng thah they »exe
SOng ¢ 0 ol tha mey to Badnbridge. e Pocs of the roeek of
Hhe hEadn and 444 mot koow Anyshing: about iie dellislon untll
1t goourred, He saSimsted the spest of his s2sdn a6 the tiso
¢ have bosn shout £ive oR alx niles an hours  Forenun Fally
gtabad Shoab 1n hed sdvwoys besn hig waastiee to 6all wy tha
SEagaiex ~h Bainbridge before starsing frow %est Badndelilge,
and he wodd Bhot, auring the bes years he had Bean in ohaxpe
of Beinwridgs yaxd t1is hat baon the waud asthod of protedte
1ns queh - rovarmnt. Ha addd shan the sffietsd e had nawag
sitherlze hin e wsd tue belsihone, buat shat they kpaw 5
wes Badn  dons sl had pere? Britloined Nhe - 2oat l0d.

Q. 0. Puma, glark A the atore whary the Lalechons
nsd do@ntedl, aadl B aeard Foreman Kelly sk For Ho. 25, whieh
40 the mwlar of sha atation Selarhans, sewl lhoskd wlyv ’ay,
"Look o for me; I o soming overs® A calorsd porter AR ‘he
~HORa woo Lo tPosard &7 GAs Ll Akt 9eXPobofaloil the whabo~
srts of My, Jaundse

Colorad PAsahean Taahin tom sbated that «isile Lha
#p¥h &l Woul Ralnbridve wea bhelng Finkabod Fopeseus Relly went
nte e nLers L Lelerlons U B6 0rerkier; that he them oo
ik, biadded Lie rest gur, Nl gewe she umigl stznal thuas thay
waRe Lo g To BainbRlige,  After atarting, Switchesn Yashinge

ton ¥wa Klddng on tha sop of tha leading oa2, Wt 142 nov see
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BERRG B approagiilng usLil 1% eas about five aur longtha
diAntant, Doth tralne wmaAng &1 the Liswm ax & apedd of abouk
five odlis 40 houre s rald Lhe alr bnkes wexs gouiles on
Whe gaxd Delng, hsllel by sha swiloh angine, ad ha ddd not
¢ iek any opolloation of the sle bynkes wma pais BY Bhginewn
Vinasnt. Ha <l »uabed shat fust before sha esllislon oo
aurrai nio shtantion wiag sttragted o sn acgaainsansg whio wap
sed XA, ~dongakio $he LEalne

Gar In:iowgtear Qupeland sadd he we #iding on the 2iddle
aay of whe threo being ~eshed by the yarl anaing, while Bwlteh—
wAR Paghingtan +wa oR Bbe &7 next o the engine, Mo did ned
298 SXEXA 255 wRsil she oo trains wexe wishin s car leagth of
widh ovhar, am hw ™ ot leoklng in she Mro0%ien in =hial
bis Leadn was ooving uktii he hanrd Belteleow Washington asll
oub, esying w was looking 8t & vedd zoAn: Tishing vl sl30 as
a Hian Qriswell, who 'ean weying hor hande Ho sstlimstad tie
speamd GF She aalteh @alne to haws bagr § of 1O milas s hous
Bo ali net ki & shathed of not Baginessa Tindent oar bhe owitabe
wan? 0 sional. Ingegtor Bojel-nd wlao sald shat An khe st
shiofy Poroman Rally lewt sl Dasn able o gst An toush #ish bhe
GPOTLLOT A% Balnbridge they had altays renie tha wovarsny %o
thai gtebivn unilary flag protact ion,

Calorat Firesman Wil irme:, of angine 1003, endd thay
Mgt befoxs L oulliaion odmurzel he was utying in o fire,
nid Bhad e i ot SRow sRTRRAN - shout the anirosgh of eaxtEs
.5 untid tha eodlislon codurrad. n dld ned dawpe whathar of
not ngineran Tindent Lnd sosn iy adgnala, of wsds oy <L ford
to atope
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Hiun beonos Criswall, »n ave-csisngas, sald aho %W The
yamd SRsdn apryosdbing, wish Dwitohesan Tashington and Inspeetor
Copplans rlitng on the isnding enr, looking bagk 4% 40K MR
who ward godng Tisdng, e alae saF axsma ROD asoposehlng
and Wepcn to wawe n an aflopt %6 ARtragt b attention of the
bwy e Fhding oa the leasding a2 «f the yar tzalin, Wt Lhey
wHge *Lthin Lt fews of her Before they btumad i looked in
hax Airagh Lone

Raginvicu: Roowds shated gshat ho FApst ase 4LH3 yami
txadn shan 1% #a3 aboub thres anr lenghhe dlsbad, & ailoh
Lusé Lis own Lraln s mevAng & o spdend of sbowus U silea an
heak, Ho ar cnae apdlad she <4r bhrakan ip enorgoney, and
ik brought his traln orstioally 50 o At <hem the ¢olil:lon
coqurTed, o sald le wag looking for the ysrd snglps, s JGiad
Pt BOow ks 1y vas vk wanpoa#d 1t wan ot FHant Balahrlige,
3 e G arator  dwwya bold him A8 ne pard anglng wes oR s
gy ok v Baudnialdge.

Coniunaxor Robinaon, of axtea 545, atamted thet his tendn
apgivad & “ha fxolgt hauce st Badnhridge b 413 came, and
thabh Lo =9a% Lo the - 28106 in the paasenps® aballon and ragie
taPes nb el Sene Oparanor Barficll ess not in she «ffive
whn He roashdnet Thaxg, Wb e In Hille (W e Fegisharing.
e v of woe~ laft woe of fige \msoilakaly ofterwaris, e
CLerALEE Bkt walng ok telaphond =iile he wa Shers, Cone
ANer Robina2on sall hi- Sealn ohgrtod A% el e, spt *hat
ofivt @0l isiOR OGOUEMSD AL s Rerfle  Thea apedil wug nob over §
miles B hour when tha braka- wexe appd dai,
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Tne Lirveman and Llagman of 4xLPa B9 gorroborated (he
atasemants of L9 Suiudte? An A ARi to thie gpeed, wille
Booadisalar Jordan; «ao #i PLUNG tn the aupnly 4rads, sl &
Guldowil Brdemsn estimated LLe apeed %o bhawe been about 10
nidlas a4 houle

Divindon Suempinteniant Bowioln stated Junk he wia
farddisr oitn ithe sethod of (2otegting khe mowemenis of tha
Fari amglne fron Texs Balnheidge o Balnbridye; that she pno-
TAos hael | vevaliad for L4 yearsy thait me nooldemts hnd ceousrod
Aurring Wt Rime) that the pradtiies had alwnys Doen OoR«lierad
a:fa, sl Lhat so long -8 WLAX9 was . GOMplete unlawatanding
Beltman Lo opepdor srul the eogine foramen hie Whought 3%
werld B2 0 saFe mathod to follow im shwe future,

The gratemant of Foremsm Kelly thad he salsshopad to
tha aablen o4t Balnbeidags i« gaxxaborabad by two witnesaas,
while % cwwnmeats of Quararor Barxfiald BWweon D«08 el
ke elle A0 %0 Be addeuntol for, Bo zeowrd of 0ulls
Lo ®ap% Dy the Ledaphons doncany, o0 thak £t wn3 imposaible
o £Ankd ond cayvhin: fras shatl soureg, bBut in view of all the
S Vraue hansan 4% 1a antirely o sible that o vmoR; gonRestion
wim givan to Yorasman Eslly . thay shan ha cals he was %oos-~
g swaz® Lo wis Lole To cors nhesds  Reonnlans of thin, b
avag,; mile Bope 14 of Ao ourremt Lies=tahls requlren pXTobod-
LAoR Apalnst aanra tralna, cixl whe use of Sha selarhon® almply
#9PUAd na A meany of swoliing the Jdalag ohlel, saald Fane bosa
aeasichned Wy osking, the voveosny under fiag (rotaetion g
repiiyna BY Mlies This rule rewds in sart ne foliowsd
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"Hithin yard limite the maln track may be used,

proteoting against Third and Fourth Class and Rxtra

trains.
"Third and Fourth Class and Extra srains oust

move within yard limite prepared to atop unleas the
wain line ig seen or known to be clesar.
inee working within yard limits mmat olear
the time of Pirat (Qlass trains five minutes.”
In the absence of asdequate protegtion the movement
shonuld not have heen made exoept under the authority of a

train ordar,

This sceident was aaumed by the fallure of the crew
¢f yard engine 1262 to proteot ngainst extra 883, for whigh
Poreman Kelly and Englnemsan Vincent are responaible. Equal
Tesponelbility for the movement of the switoh engicne under
such conditions alse rests with the operating effiolals of
this diviston, for the violation of the rule in the manner
outlined wan a cuatom of Beveral years standing, of whiok
they were fully cogrniszant, Swlisohman Washington ia alse
regponaible for his failure to meintain s proper lookout
while rounding the ourve at a point where he knew the view
wad vVery mush restrieted. Had he maintained a prepsr look-
ou¥, the regulte of thia agoldent undoudbtedly would hrave been
mueh lese aevers, and 1t is possible that it would not have
esourred,

Foreman Kelly wae employed as a flsgman in 1903, and
in 1907 was promoted to ocondugtor and placed a% Bainbridge as
yard foremm . His regord was good, Hngineman Vinosnt was
smployed in February, 1919, snd had s good rescrd. Switghman
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Pashin son «an gnddoysd ar o awkkoiusan 1R B60 el had a seed
reder i, Opgessoer Barfiald was @sodleysit va an o EnteR in 1933,
sl An .14 9as mugprandsl fer 10 days for irvesulsrity in
hard ki, v ¥ dn ofdar. Ho pesignes in 1016, belng weemloyed
in Jonunxy, 18, Hin reoork: <A00e that tilow waa gleax, Pure~
s Raldy, Inginaren Wieaent and Switshrsn Tesbinghon sent on
SUEY 88 Ga0U aelle, AZLE2Y 15 sours OF sore o JBLY. Oporabor
BeZialds wont oR Uiy of G400 seime, fhay « parlad off wny
e 16 lurara.

Attantion i iireted to the stotannt of Sre, Povdein
Pt 8 BnAakBt LRE LEaenied In doun v o rofd ope, sad
Lhoat AR thera 99 o 1af3nite vnlaryabandling wiil Lhe oparnto¥,
Ry 2 LEEE 00 anld be anfe Tor DMWILS orerat bamls. Thid ig
BXE ahaka “hake 1o o e metlbod oF seriving: ah sadh Al unior-
25 @A, ! Alre e use of vhe reloshone 1 mirrounial by
Lha pre A7 addapnardss THeh %ea 0 b sl Gnsd 8 Shle lnstanoe,
Luwawax, and the forswwn shote B he bad < dafinite unders and~
ng, «han o v msEiar L ey ke dld net, ol an sogident Ze-
AL iy

G.Y-ln



