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RFPOR r ? OF THE CHIEF OF THE BUREAU OF SAFETY Tfl HE INVESTIGA­
TION OF AN ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED GN THE ATLANTA, 
3IFI'r_i:TGHAK & ATLANTIC RAILWAY NEAR WOODBURY, O A . , 
ON I'rARCH 28, 1 9 2 2 . 

A p r i l 1 9 , 1 9 3 2 , 

T o t h e C o r i i i s s i o n * 

On March 28 , 1922 , t h e r e was a d e r a i l m e n t of a 
f r e i g h t t r a i n on t h e A t l a n t a , E i r n n g h a r i & A t l a n t i c R a i l w a y 
n e a r Woodbury , G a . , wh ich r e s u l t e d m t h e dea th of 2 e m p l o y ­
e e s and t h e i n j u r y o f 1 e m p l o y e e . 

L o c a t i o n and method o f o p e r a t i o n . 

T h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d on t h a t p a r t o f t h e B i r ­
mingham D i v i s i o n e x t e n d i n g b e t w e e n A t l - i n t a r md M a n c h e s t e r , 
G a . , a d i s t a n c e of 7 8 . 2 m i l e s . T h i s i s ?. s i n g l e - t r a c k l i n e 
o v e r which t r a i n s a r e o p e r a t e d by t i m e - t a b l e and t r a i n 
o r d e r s , no b l o c k - s i g n a l sys tem b e i n g m u s e . , p he speed o f 
f a s t f r e i g h t t r a i n s , one o f which i s i n v o l v e d m t h i s a c c i ­
d e n t , i s r e s t r i c t e d t o 30 r u l e s an h o u r . The a c c i d e n t o c ­
c u r r e d a t a p o i n t about 51 f e e t west o f t he wes t end o f 
M i l l Creek B r i d g e , wh ich i s a 4 l - f o c t p l a t e g i r d e r s t r u c t u r e . 
A p p r o a c h i n g t h i s p o i n t f rom t h e w e s t , t h e r e i s a 4 - d e g r e e 
c u r v e t o t h e l e f t 3 i563 f e e t m l e n g t h , t h e a c c i d e n t o c c u r - -
r i n g on t h e cu rve about 600 f e e t f r o n i t s l e a v i n g end. The 
g r a d e i s d e s c e n d i n g e a s t w a r d foT a c o n s i d e r a b l e d i s t a n c e , 
t h e maximum b e i n g 0 .34 p e r c e n t . I n t h e immedia te v i c i n i t y 
o f t h e p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t t h e t r a c k i s on a f i l l * i t h a max­
imum, depth o f " 3 1 f e e t . I t i s l a i d w i t h 80-pound r a i l s , 33 
f e e t i n l e n g t h , s i n g l e - s p i k e d t o an a v e r a g e o f about 31 t i e s 
t o tire r a i l - l e n g t h , b a l l a s t e d w i t h f r o n 6 t o 10 i n c h e s o f 
s l a g . Some o f t he t i e s a r e t r e a t e d , Jtfhile t i e p l a , t e s a r e 
u s e d on c u r v e s . The g a u g e and e l e v a t i o n a r e m a i n t a i n e d i n 
g o o d c o n d i t i o n . The wea the r was c l e a r tfhen t h e a c c i d e n t o c ­
c u r r e d , w h i c h was a t about 11 .38 p . m . 

D e s c r i p t i o n . 

The t r a i n i n v o l v e d i n t h i s a c c i d e n t »vas eas tbound 
f r e i g h t t r a i n N o . 9 2 . A t t h e t ime o f a c c i d e n t i t c o n s i s t e d 
o f 30 ca r s and a c a b o o s e , h a u l e d by e n g i n e 113 and was i n 
cha rge o f Conductor C o u l t e r and Eng inenan G r e e n e . T h i s 
t r a i n l e f t B e l l w 0 o d Y a r d , A t l a n t a , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e t r a i n 
s h e e t , a t 7 .45 p . m . , on t i m e , l e f t Woodbury, about 3^ r u l e s 
f rom the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , a t 1 1 . 3 0 p . 1 ! . , on t i m e , and was 
d e r a i l e d a t about 11 .38 p . m . , w h i l e t r a v e l i n g <vt a speed 
e s t i m a t e d t o have been about 35 m i l e s an hour , 



^he e n g i n e was d e r a i l e d to t he r i g h t , ran a c r o s s 
t h e b r i d g e on t h e t i e s , and t h e n went dojvn t h e embankment 
and t u r n e d o v e r on i t s r i g h t s i d e , t h e f r o n t end o f t h e 
e n g i n e b e i n g 193 f e e t f rom t h e p o i n t o f d e r a i l m e n t . The 
f i r s t 13 c a r s were d e r a i l e d and p i l e d up w i t h i n t h i s d i s ­
t a n c e , sone g o i n g o f f t he b r i d g e , which s u s t a i n e d o n l y 
s l i g h t damage e x c e p t f o r t he d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e b r i d g e 
t i e s . The emp loyees k i l l e d were t h e engineman and f i r e -
i ran. 

Summary o f e v i d e n c e . 

E x a m i n a t i o n o f the t r a c k showed thvb the r e ­
c e i v i n g end o f a r a i l on t h e o u t s i d e o f t h e c u r v e had been 
l o o s e n e d . The t i e p l a t e s were s t i l l i n p l a c e on f i v e o f t h e 
f i r s t s e v e n t i e s under t h i s end of t h e r a i l , being h e l d i n 
p o s i t i o n by the o u t s i d e s p i k e s , and t h e r e ^ r e numerous 
f l a n g e n a r k s on t h e s e t i e p l a t e s where whee l s had run o v e r 
t h e n a f t e r d r o p p i n g o f f t h e end o f t h e p r e c e d i n g r a i l s A l l 
t h e i n s i d e s p i k e s had been drawn, w h i l e t h e r e were f r e s h 
c l a w bar n a r k s on the under s i d e s o f t h e s p i k e h e a d s 3 as 
w e l l as p l a i n marks on t h e t i e s of t h e h e e l o f t h e c l a w b a r , 
a d j a c e n t t o t he s p i k e l o c a t i o n s . '?he thre?xts of t h e a n g l e -
bax b o l t s a l s o showed t h a t the nu ts had been r e c e n t l y r e — 
moved and t h e nuts bore na rks of t h e wrench u s e d i n r e n o v i n g 
t h e n . The s p i k e s and nuts whic^ tfere removed were found 
down t h e embankment on t h e o u t s i d e of t h e c u r v e , When the 
r e c e i v i n g end o f t h i s r a i l was l o o s e n e d , i t ffaa moved i n ­
ward t owards the c e n t e r l i n e o f t h e t r a d e . The f i r s t mark 
on the r a i l was a f l a n g e mark on t h e e n d , a t t h e o u t s i d e 
edge o f the running s u r f a c e , w h i l e about a f o o t f rom the 
end t h e r e w e r e marks on t h e o u x s i d e o f t h e head where i t 
a p p a r e n t l y had been s t r u c k m k n o c k i n g i t l o o s e p r i o r t o t h e 
o c c u r r e n c e o f the a c c i d e n t . F l a n g e na rks were p r e s e n t on 
t h e o u t s i d e of t h e web and base o f the r i l l , a p p a r e n t l y made 
when t h e T a i l was th rown out o f t h e t r a c k a f t e r sone o f t h e 
equipment had been d e r a i l e d . 

E x a m i n a t i o n was made o f t h e t r a c k f o r a d i s t a n c e 
o f h a l f a m i l e a p p r o a c h i n g the p o i n t o f a c c i d e n t , and w h i l e 
a f e w d e f e c t i v e t i e s and l o o s e s p i k e s were found , they w e r e 
s o d i s t r i b u t e d tha t t h e t r ack c o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d i n g o o d 
c o n d i t i o n f o r t he t r a f f i c and r a t e s o f speed a t which t r a i n s 
a r e o p e r a t e d . T h i s e x a m i n a t i o n f a i l e d t o d i s c l o s e any i ^ r k s 
on the r a i l s or t i e s t o i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e r e had b e e n any 
d r a g g i n g equ ipmen t . 

Head Brakeman S t e w a r t was unab le t o a t t e n d t h e 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n on account o f i n j u r i e s , but m a s i g n e d s t a t e ­
ment s a i d he was s h o v e l i n g down c o a l i n the t e n a e r , and t h a t 
a t t h e t i n e o f d e r a i l m e n t i t seemed t o drop o f f t h e end o f 
a r a i l . Engineman Greene was conscious i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 
t h e o c c u r r e n c e of the a c c i d e n t , ana t o l d h im he had seen t h e 



3 -

o p e n m g m t h e r a i l , but t h a t i t was t h e n t o o l a t e t o s t o p . 
Conductor C o u l t e r made no e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e t r a c k , w h i l e 
t h e f l a g m a n went back t o p r o t e c t t h e r e a r o f h i s t r a i n . 
Eas tbound p a s s e n g e r t r a m Ho , 4 , due t o l e a v e Woodbury a t 
1 1 . 3 8 p . m . , a r r i v e d s h o r t l y a f t e x t h e o c c u r r e n c e o f t h e 
a c c i d e n t . Engmeman Cosby and Conductor R o s s , i n charge o f 
t r a i n No . 4 , examined t h e t r a c k s and found p l a i n e v i d e n c e 
t h a t a r a i l had been d i s c o n n e c t e d , t h e eng inenan s a i d t h e 
o u t s i d e a n g l e ba r Tatas s t i l l i n p l a c e , w h i l e t h e i n s i d e a n g l e 
b a r and some o f the b o l t s were b e t w e e n the r a i l s nea r t h e 
j o i n t . S u p e r i n t e n d e n t ^ h i t t a k e r a l s o t a l k e d - w i t h E n g i n e -
man Greene b e f o r e the l a t t e r ' e d e a t h , and s a i d t h e e n g m e ­
man t o l d him he saw a man run down t h e embankment near where 
t h e e n g i n e was d e r a i l e d , a l s o t h a t t h e e n g i n e s e e r e d t o drop 
down on t h e t i e s . S t a t e m e n t s by t h e a s s i s t a n t super in tendent , 
r o a d fo reman o f e n g i n e s , roadmas te r and s e c t i o n fo reman , a s 
w e l l as by depu ty s h e r i f f s and s e v e r a l c i t i z e n s who c a r e t o 
t h e scene o f a c c i d e n t , w e r e t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t t h e r e was 
r l a m e v i d e n c e of t h e t r a c k h a v i n g b e e n t ampered With. 

Eng ine 113 had been i n s p e c t e d b e f o r e i t d e p a r t e d 
f rom A t l a n t a and found t o b e i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n . C a r e f u l 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f the e n g i n e a f t e r t h e a c c i d e n t showed i t t o 
be i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n , and f a i l e d t o d i s c l o s e a n y t h i n g which 
c o u l d have c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e a c c i d e n t . 

w 
C o n c l u s i o n s . 

^ h i s a c c i d e n t was caused by m a l i c i o u s t amper ing 
w i t h t h e t r a c k . 

The e v i d e n c e i s c l e a r t h a t s p i k e s and ? .ngle-bar 
b o l t s had b e e n r e m o v e d , and a r a i l d i s p l a c e d so t h a t when 
t r a i n N o . 93 a p p r o a c h e d , t he e n g i n e and ca r e d r o p p e d o f f 
the end o f t h e p r e c e d i n g r a i l , w h i l e c a r e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n 
o f t h e t r a c k and equipment f a i l e d t o d i s p l o a e a n y t h i n g 
which c o u l d i n any way have c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e a c c i d e n t . 

^he emp loyees i n v o l v e d w e r e e x p e r i e n c e d men. A t 
t h e t i m e o f t h e a c c i d e n t t h e y had b e e n on duty about 4 
hours a f t e r about 38 hou r s o f f d u t y . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y s u b m i t t e d , 

W. P . BORLAND, 

C h i e f , Bureau o f S a f e t y . 


