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To the Commission 
On Cetober £ 7 , 192o, t iere was a doiailncrt cf a 

freight tram on tne Atlanta, BLrnmgn^n a .Atlantic Pail-
way at Deernirst, via., 
enployec and the injury 

Location 

resalting m tne aeath ol one 
of Lnree employees. 
aa»4 netnod of operation 

Tnis accident occurr-e-d on t̂ iat. part oi the Birmng-
nan Division e;:tenaing Vet-wecn '•4-irriingnu.n and Liuevilie, 
.j-la. , a distance of 104 . L .ciila^^^in^ tne vicinity of the 
joint of accident tnis is *a .sm^le-track line over wmch 
tiiihS are operated by tine-tab le&eSBflJsi train orders, no 
block-hignul system being m use. Tne _omt of derail­
ment was 669 ieet soutn cl tne fof h s'utcn oJ tne pusa-
m g tracx at Deernurst , appioacnmg tnm point fron eitntr 
direction tne track is tangent for r ore tnan 1 n u e , mule 
t_ie grade for nortubcund trams is 1° neseenamg to 
Witmn 812 mtt of tne pomt of de^ailnout, f i on wnieh 
point it begins to taper off to level uracil, the level 
track smarting at a mint 13/.5 fe^t nortn of tie point 
of derailment. The track is laid witn 80-poand rails, 
33 feet in l«ngtn, witn iron 18 to 20 ties to tne rail-
len^tn, and I C bailaeted v/itn slag, no tie-plates are in 
usi . Tne traci is in b^d condition and poorly n^mt lined. 

fne v earner 1 

vmmn occurred at 
as clear 
about V.3 at o n o 0 a.ri. 

tu e oi tne accidcnl 

rescript ion 
Northbound freight tram To. 84 consistea of 27 

cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 215, and was m 
cnarge of Conductor /altmll and Enginemn Jackson. This 
tram left Talladega, tne last open off m e , 45. n nil<-s 
soutn of Deernurst, at 5.45 a.m., tnr^e nours and five 
minutes late, and ,at- derailed at Duerhuast v/hile travel­
ing at ! speed estimated to nave been octween 20 and 25 
ruler an hour. 
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Conductor b'altnall stated tnat he w m riding m 
tne c ib oose at the tire of the ccident, no ielt tne air 
brakes apply and esbi 'ted tne soeed ?„t tnat tine to have 
been about 25 piles an ncur. He ^lso said t Lat tno air 
braacs had been _ppliod m m r to tno accident wiixle 
descending the grme. Ux.nination of tne track at tne 
pomt vniere tne c m s w e n left standing on the brock, 
immediately benmd tne der.iled c as, disclosed tn.L the 
bottom corner of tne gauge side of tne hexa oi the east 
rail '.as siemed off, snail clivers of steel from 2 to 
5 feet m length being l eund down neai the rml, apparently 
snearcd by i wa^ei. Thm kneels on tne left or west bide 
of tne le td track of tne tamtcenth c r were derailed 
on the inside of tne left m l . Ht found nothing to 
indicate i failure of equipment, rnd was of tae opinion 
tnat tne derailment aas cmoed by sprem rmlb. The 
statements of Fl-gnan Hornier addod nothing dditaonrl oi 
L ^orn.uee to tnat ,nieh w .s brought out by tne testimony 
of otner members of tne creu. 

hngme 215, its tender, ariu tno 1 irst 12 ears in 
tne tram were derailed and considerably dr riaged 3 tne 
engine and tender turned over to th^ left, witn bond end 
of tne engine 446.5 feet nortn of tne point ol derailment. 
The employee xillcd was tne firemn. 

oi:nn Jy ol uvnior.ee 
Jngmenan Jachson staled tnat ne reduced the speed 

of tne tram twice 'mile descending "tho grade approcenmg 
Deer.iu.rst, the last bine about 1 nilr soutn of tne point 
of accident, tne lirst he knew of anytninn; vrong was 
wnen the engine dropped betwem the m i s , vmle drifting 
at a speed of about 25 niles an hoar, and he u mediately 
applied tne n ir brakes m emergency, He- tboumt only 
one wneel of tne engine truck dropped off tic rail wnen 
tne engine first derailed, as one ongme did not ride 
nard, but after traveling about two or tnree car lengtns 
it became entirely derailed Tne engine nid practically 
stopped before it turned over. Cn gomg onck ma exmun-
m g tne track no saw mar^s on tne gaagt, side of the east 
rail, under tne rear truck of tne sec end car tnat re­
mained on the r^ils, wale tne neads of tnu spikes were 
broken off at tne tops cf tne ties. There were olso narks 
on tne gauge side of the web of tne cast rail extending two 
or tnree rail-lengtiis northward to micro a m i l joint ,</as 
broxeu on the west rail, permitting one engine wheels 
tc cross over to the left, outside tne \,est rail. He had 
inspected tne engine before departing on tnis trip but 
found no defects, and the engine rodo d l rj-gnt en 
route; after the accident he ag.m c m i n e d tno m g m e 
but found nothing tnat would nave caused o-1- contributed 
to tne accident. 

http://uvnior.ee
http://Deer.iu.rst
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RoT.duj.ster loa^y st Led tnat he arrived at tne 
scene of tne ace-dent; about, nine ucirc feci ics occurrence. 
His exaninaiion of one tiaca_ iic.ic-.jOd tn t sonctning nid 
been dragged, resulting in catting tne e - s u m l forc­
ing tnat r il to spread, .re p-mnitcmg the vniioJs to 
drop inside tne r ills. He si id ti „t ne U b l u t , over tins 
section of Lricic on a notor c"-r bout 10 CL-^S previously 
and tnat tne general condition 01 taî  tr el" it +n^t tine 
\r s about tne average, ne cci"i s idexcd the i r ca c fe 5 or 
" speed of SO to £5 rules in neur. LTC dn^tted, ncnaver, 
tnat he nad seen a ie1*1 spikes tri. t ta'uld be jjullta by an id 
in the vicinity o± tne point of accident, " nd ti>~t tne 
gauge of tnt, xr x^fet tne miti" 1! point of Q L r n h a i t w's 
one-naif inch open, hoadn ster lo^ery ,'/as cf uiae opinion 
tnat the deraiirent i m s i resani of acnctiimg Tyang cn the 

causing tne track tj spread uzidcr tile engine. 

Ih'intenance of r°y Lhigmeer Spoil st ted tnat he 
did not i t h O " / ut cased tre narks on tin. rail, but 
tn t tn^r^ \jis no question ->b~ut ti u presjure eaertacl 
against tne he d of tne e n st r il a virig i t reed tin + rn?i£ 
open, progressively, until it jo .oiud tne joint tnat 
broke, tearing out th*. ..'̂ jt side of tne tr ck beyond the 
joint. Gectien Foreiirn L sifley st .u.-a t n m uis )pinicn 
the speed oi tne tram contributed l,r t_ie ^ocidont, nd 
tmt tne track was only in f u r condition. 

Superintendent Muddiest on stated tn t he laind nc 
defect about the engine or tender t.r l aoald nive cused 
or contributed to the derailment, /'no rwks ar the e^st 
n i l at Lhe initial pcint ci dcr^ilnent S N ^ ed wnere : 
wnoel, or sene ctner object, n Md dropped dawn -nd narked 
tne inside of the neaa of the rail, leaving tr ce of old 
grease, .p^arently scraped fron thi outride of wnce] . 
'Tne indentations cn tne '/el) oi ill- r" il indicted tnat 
tney h*.d been nadc by weight pressure m d net "by sonc-
tmng "being dragged, r nd the botton cor.ai ci the gauge 
side of tne neid of the r' il ris apparently cur by 
wneen vmle tne rail \*Z\S turned cut a:rd. 

Road. Forerun oi Engines 1'jo<iW-.rd stated tnat no 
arrived at the iouie cf tne accident _ooat four hears 
after its occurrence. Careful aamnatio:i cf tne engine 
and tender filled to disclese my lOese uiuals, broken 
flanges, Iccse tires cr any de_oct wn: tover tn.it would 
nave e .used or contributed tc the accident. He ~aLsc 
Trent b .ck ahcat 1,000 i„ot looking for indications of 
dragging equipnent but fa and nothing in tarn o "-nnectian. 
recii'mc.l Inspector ICmber arrived t tu scene of the 
a.ccideut tne nornmg aitor its ;ccarrencc nd eacimed 
t-ie m g m ~ i/ery carefully, but frund nc thing t^t would 
nave c.u^Ltl tne accident. 

http://RoT.duj.ster
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Examination disclosed tnat en i rail b 6 9 i^et south 
of tne south switcn of tn^ passing tr.et there w^s -i 
nark on txî  east side of tne tr.ck, 28 menes frcn t n e 
receiving end of a m l , located cn tne g LU;>' side of 
the ball oi tne n i l . T m s nark, v..iich > w: 2 I1 m 
length, started at the running scriac cn the r i l nid 
extended downward to whore a trn.ng'il .r ̂  i^cc -n the 
bctton corner of tne gauge side of t h e he na ff u n o rail 
wis sneared eff, fron wnich point tne \ eb of the m l 
was narxtd up tc the joint. St „rti LJ ̂  t ^ ^omt 21 mcnes 
north ef that joint ru.rks -appeared on tne inside base of tne 
rail, and light indentations siowed on tne t u s , riade by 
fluiges, inncdlately iellowmg wnicn t h e t^os W e r e b .dly 
wneol-rmr.ied. The m l tnat snowed tne iirst nam, nd 
also tne fellc/mg rail, m d been turned outward, tne outs^u 
b .SdS oi tne m i s cutting deep indentations mtc tne ties, 
while sone cf the spi.ee neads hid O J U I broken . fi on the 
inside of tne riils. Fron the center of tne m l on tne 
west side ci t n e trick, opposite tne- initial n irk cf derij.1-
nent en t n e e is t side, up tc tne second m l joirt, L h e re 
were no narks on tne m i s or ties, jut at that ^omt the 
angle bars were Irckon and the rail tern out. T^rcn tne 
T j i n t tnat broke on tne west side b .ck tc " point baon nore 
tnan the lengtn of tne rail, tie m l had been ^usned cat-
1 ird to tne extent o: 1 1/8 m c r i e S , w ule ..r nany .̂s leur 
spixes h a d been used in sone cf the ties t„ ncla tne g^uge. 
Only a few sound ties were m tne tr .ok it tins pomt, they 
were in all st -ges oi decay "nd sciie n>d reacned tno jjomt 
wnere tne spikes conla be lifted by nind, while riany cf 
tne ties wore nil-cut tc the depth of fro:! I t Z menes 
and srne ,'ore br ken under tne rail. At n-ny of tne joints 
the spike neids iiad been pusned out ncre t n n "nie-nalf inch 
iron tne m l , permitting the gauge tc open when a tr" m 
passes ever i t . _t other locatj.er.i3 tnere were as nany "s 
five ties t̂ cue pi ice tnat voro swinging fron tne spike 
heads or laese frcn tne m l , e-emit ting tne trick tc crc p 
nuch lower when weight was placed uoon i t . 

Conclusions 
This accident J I S caused by bid tr~cjc conditions. 
apparently tho lack oi ilrnly-spiked crund tj.es ocr-

nitted tne m i s to spread, allying tne engine vncels 
to drop bet1 een tnen. Tne lirst nark on tn^ gauge side 
of the bill of tne e a L , t m l mdic'tea tn t one ei tne 
wneels of the engine dropped msiae :,n tamed tne riil 
cutward, causing tne n n of the 1 fit el t t sit r tne 
bctton corner of tne gauge side ci the bill wmle tne 
flange narxea tne base cf tne r.j.1, tne angle b r was 
then broken it the m l joint oi the opposite rail, 
precipitating inu der. iliac nt. 

http://spi.ee
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RoadEiaster Lowery snud tne track wao sale for a 

speed oi" £0 or Z5 rules in h ur, .nd jet /.sstngcr trams 
.-re permitted tc attain " speed m ^0 rules in ricur. 
The speed of trains snould "be restricted te \ c fo r" to 
until the tr ,ch n placed m cmditicn lor tie operation 
of trains at nigner rates of speed, m m mcent ion has 
once been called b each r natter by the i c t a m m e 1 of 
a serious accident, it /mid seen that tnio j^ght tc be 
sufficient te cause tne situiticn to be renedmd , tnat 
such is not tne ease, newever, is evidenced by tno f-ct 
tnat turn is the tmrd fatal der-ilnent m t u s c rticul r 
territory witnin a period of 13 mantras, the otnern navmg 
been at Pmkwecd vnd '/estever. In trie repert c a t r m g 
tne pant'cod accident, vaion was due to . coribiraLmn. of 
defective equipment m d trick, tne follcmng st benent 
was m d e 

"Tiiu evidence indicated tnm there were net 
enaigh seeti n nen to rnintnn the trn ci pr p^r-
ly, md tnat moat L11 tnat could be dmc with 
the force available v m tc raao rep irs to tno 
- orst pi con nad tnen dc the beot tuey e uld 
with the rent cf tne track. S'm_a ~ situ tnn is 
not conducive to tne c ife movement m tnmnn, 
and measures toward elmmat m g tarn caiditi n 
snould oe t .aen as (laicaly as ^eooi-blc. 

Tnis statement \ as reierrod b"> ag „m in tne report 
covering the 'estover iceident, wmeh »«m duo entirely t<" 
bad track conditions. 

Throe f^tal derailments m tne s_ne aivisim within 
a disbmce of <£8 rules end witmn a pei led f 13 nontns, 
resulting in the doatn oi live employees ond tbc injury 
oi ofners, all ri one accidents Demg due norc or less 
directly to tr"" ck emditims d bad ~s to be ^bvmus t-
tiic ricst C ^ S U J I observer, ceiistltubec a record vnicn is 
not to be envied. ^ mnagenent responsible i T sacn con­
ditions, placing tne liven cf its employees and tne 
traveling public m ccntiiud jeopardy, c n mat be tc c 
strmgly condemned, and it is tc be hepod tnat tno ccndi-
tionc disclosed in these three investigations '* ill bo 
remedied in time t^ prevent tae occurrence ofotner acci­
dents of a snilir nature. 

Tne employees mv. Ived /ere experienced men, ~nd "t tne 
tine oi tne .ccident nme ci tnen had ooer, cn duty m vio­
lation of any cf tne provisions ot tne h urs cf service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

h . P BChLk; D, 
Directir. 


