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Cn Cetober 27, 192u, tiere wags 4 derairlnert eof a
freight trawn oa tne stlanta, Birmingasn o atlaatie Poil-
way at Deernarst, la., resaliing .n tne aeath ol one
enployec and lhe injury of Laree erngloyees.
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Locutlon amg netnod of operation
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Tnis accident cccurred on taat pars of the Jirriang-
azn Division entencing Wlhwocn Bivriangsaan and Lanevillie,
wli., a distance of 104.. neleg %JHLQC viciurty of the
so1nt ol accidcent ts 1s.a Sirgle-traelr liwe ever walch
trains are operated by dimestelleswmad traln orders, no
bleck-s1gnal systed bewngs 1m use. Tre _oint of derairl-
rent was 669 feet gouta ci tne sfou'h svritea ol the pass-
ng Ttrack at Deeraurst, spproacaing btais point fron eilner
dircebron tae track 1s tangent for rore tran 1 nrre, aulle
tie grade for nortuabcand tra.ns i1s 19 Agscean.ng to
WoTinin BiZ2 seet of tne pount ol demailnedt, foom vinleh
voint 1% begins to tiper off to level tracly, the level
iricck scarting at a point 137.0 feot norta ol L1e point
of deraslrenct. Wie traelr 18 laid witn 60-pound rails,

33 Tfeew in lengba, witn {rorm 18 to 206 tics to tac rail-
lentn, oand 1o ballacted wita slag, nc tre-plates are 1in
Ust ., “ne traci is in bed comndition and peoorly rneintiined.

Jne v eatiery v ac clesy 2t tne tire o tne acerdont,
wniren occurred at atcat .32 a..
Tescriptior

Torvhbound freight train Te. 84 consistea of 27
cars 4and & c.boose, hailed DY engine 210, and vas in
caarge of Conductor "alt.all wnd Tasinenan Jackson. This
train left Talladegs, tne lasl opren office, 45.7 Nvles
souln 07 Deermurst, &bt 5.45 a.r.., tnres hours and five
ninutes Jate, and as dorailed 2T Deeriurst wihlle Sravel-
e at L gpeed estincted to aave been scuween 20 and £5
riief an nour.
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ngine 215, 1ts tendel, ang tne tirss 12 chirs in
Lhe lrain vicre derilled and comsiicrably arnzazed, tne
cngine and tender turned over wo the 1ofv, witn head end
of tne cagine 446.5 Zect nortn of tae point of Gerailnent,
The onployee <1ilcd wois tane firenan.

SunnmL.ry oxi vvidenco

_ngaenin Jackson stoved tnnt ne reduced the speed
of the train twice 'raile descending the grode approcening
Deeraurst, the Iast Sire about 1 milec goatn of tne »noint
of ceident, tae 11rst he mew 27 taytoing vrong wis
Wnen the enginc dropped bevwoeon the roils, wnile drifting
2t 2 speed of aboat 25 niles an hour, and he 11nediatoly
applicd tas c1r broics in energuney.  Ze trounnt only
one wneel of Tau engine truck dropeed off U1e vi1l when
tne engine first der.iled, as vae cagaene didd notv ride
aard, but after troveling ~bout two or tarec car lengins
1t becarie entirely derailed Iae engine 2 yrhetienlily
stopped before 1% Harned over. Crn 7To0ing boeX .nd ex riln-
1ng tne triek ne sav nards on buae gudagse sSiée of tne oLst
rz1l1, under lne rear truclz of tne s=ceond coar tnot re-
nalned on the raxls, wnile Lne neads of tne spiloew were
broken off =t tne tops cf tne ties. Therc vere Clso narks
oL tae giuge side of the web of tre crel razl extending two
or tnree rail-leugtns nortiward te v.aere i r~1l joint was
brogen on She west roil, permitiing cne cngllie wheels
L¢c cross over to the left, cutside tne west ro1l. He had
msgected tne engine before departing on tnis trip but
Teund no defeets, and the engine rode 11 r.gnt en
route; ~fier the accidcnt he g .1n e rniined the wnglne
bat ITound nothing tnnt would nave crused or conTribuled
to tae accident.

Conductor Valtnall staited tont he wos riding in
toe ¢iboose 2t the Tire of the ccident, ne felt tae ar
brokes appoly ~and esbr "ted trne speed 2t tant tine to hnve
been nbout 28 piies an weour. He olsce s2ud bt tnc Lar
braces had bevn -pplizd .rior to thc tccident while
cescending the gr-de. Ixninttion 0T tre track 1t tae
point vaere tne c.rs wer: left staindings on the Lroek,
irnedintely benind tne der.iled c.as, disclesed tn.l The
tetton corner of trne gauge side ol tae heia or Lhe i
rx1l w.s si1e red off, enll olivers o7 stesl fronn 2 o
5 feget 1n length being 1cund down nelr the rei1l, ~pphrently
sneared Ly L wneel. Tae wniels on tne lefd or west side
of Htne leid track of fthe Trirteenth ¢ r were dertiled
or: the inside of tne left ».1l. 7Tl found nnthing to
wmdicive  Stiluare of ecuipnent, "nd wis o tae opinion
tnzt toe desr-1lmient »wag emaced b ospre.d rools. Ul
statenents of I'l.g.aa Bonner ~dded nothing ddibionsl oi
L porernce to tnnt .aich w3 brought ocut by tne tustineny
of otaer nienbers of thne crew.
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Rotdnester Lowsry st ved tuat he arrived 2t tne
gecene of tne aee.deat cbont nime acars  CiCr 108 cecurrsunce
His exanination of tre btrhe. Lienensed ta $ eoltning nud
beea drigzed, resulting 111 catiing tae ¢°s. vl fore-
g tnat 11 to sprend, 2o pornatorngs The waslls to
droy wnside tno rirls., He grid L Wb o v 1i3b o over thi
seetion ol Lrick on L pevor cir hown 10 dojys pruvioucly
md Tttt sne gonertl cconditron vt Lac troer b fourt tirc
s tbout tme wwveraige, Ao cengrdered the v ocx o fo Jor
~ speed of 20 to 25 nles i oacur. T dnatted, aovever,
tnit he and seen 7 fovr 3nikes ot could be palica by aand
in the viciriby of fue pointl of ~ccidest, nd Lot tac
guge of tone Treed®t tne initiol point ol aeriilrent vios
one-axlf inch open. Ro:dn Q+ev Toewery wis ¢l e opinion

trnit the deriiinent vas 1 Tesa’u of 'cnOJA*ng Jrving con o the
»'11, cuasing Tae tr.ek ta Sproal UNCLr tae ens.nc.

2271 st ted Tttt e
did not ow vm1ih emuged the o on tne 111, tut
ta t tacr. wis ne gacstion ~h-u Ao presaure uierted
Aownst tine he d of tae enst r 11 a ving scrced thl ftrock
opun, progress.vely, wntil it ,o.encd tac joins trn
broik tearing cub Tl west side of the Ty ek bejond the
Julﬂt. Jectiun Foruirn L suley st.oeca 170 1 uls »sinicn
the speed of tac truin contrisubed oo Lao cccident, nd
tnivt tnoc troex wos only in fur coaditiom.

IIintenzinee of ™y Zusineer S
riS
1wt

Supcrintondent uddlcstoen strtzd tn t he Found nce
cerfect obout the easine or tender Lot wonld nawe coused
cr contributed to the der ulusat. Mo nevks or the v st
ri1l ot vhe 1nitisl pciab cr dcr.ilnent s:aod ed Where O
wnoel, Or sune cohner cbject, nod dropped alwn .nd rmrked
tne insude of the nuia of the =oal, leaving tr ceo of oid
gre.se, .pparently scraped fron the oulside of . wacel.
Une indentotionsg co tne veb 01 trne ool indre ted tolt
taey n.d been mude by weirght prissure ~tud net by sone-
toing bewng dro.gred, "nd the botton ceracr c1 the ghage
g1de of tae nexd of the r il vns ap.irentliy cut by ..
whneecl vaille Tae riii was turned cut ard.

Rod Forenon ol Frnglaes ocdw.rd stated thot nc
arr.ved atl Tq scene ¢ btne fccrdent -oout four hours
after 1ts .(ccurrsnce. SJarciul (xanination of trne cazmine
wnd ftender fuled to drsclese g loose Viedls, broxen
flinges, iccsSe bires cr any de—cel vattover fadt vouald
nave ¢ asced or conbributed Lo the ecident. e “iso
vent b.oelr boat 1,000 1oet looking Jo radienblio 0
arigoing cqulpnent but feund nothing in on.s G“LRLCt
Igcn'nlohl Inspeetor Wanber arrzved © T sScome OF k

cidenl trne norrning titcr 1ts Ccearrence  nd LETUILNCC
tqu wnglne very carofully, but Jrund nftthy Lot wonld
nive c.ased thne wecident.
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Taannatien discleoscd tnie on 3 rail 068 focl south
0T tne scuth saitesn of tac piss-ng v2.ek Shere wha 2
noerk on btas east side of tne tr.ek, 28 1nenes Tren tnc
receiving end of o ro.l, 2ochted cn o btno gose siac of
the b.ll of tne ri1l. Tni1s rark, walch 12 2 Toot 1n
length, strrted 1t the ruwning serize. ¢ the r 1l "ad
xtended dovmwnrd to vhere o triungul roiccc oL the
betton corner o tne guuge side of the herd <L vne rail
wig snerred oIT, fron wanlch point tance veb of the roil
WLs nirded up sc the gownt. St.ortiz -t o Loiat 21 inencs
noerth of that joint nerks .pperrcd 2n tne wneids basc of fac
ri1l, ond light i1rdcemuntiang gacwed on tac tics, nde by
Tl .nges, wnncdintely {01lovwing valea the toes were b dly
vacel-moried. The r.oil tnnb sacwed vie cirob minrz,  nd
lse tne fellcying rail, ntd been turmicd osutuird, tac cubs.de
b.ses ol thne r.1ls cutting decs 1ndcat..tiuns 1213 tas ties,
while sone cf the splac acads hiwd di:en broken F1 on the
inside of ine ro.uls. From the center of wvne riil on ine
west side ol tao trielk, cpuisice Bhne inittil nDielt O dericl-
rient on tne oist side, up to tas second riil jourt, uvherc
vere no nurxs corn tne rails cr ties, oat 2 that oinm tho
angle bars were Lrcken ~nd the rmil ter:n out.  TTroTl Lhac
Jownt tnas broie on tac west sice b.elr to - poant beul norc
thaa the lengta of tae rail, tie riil hed Zeen . ugaed cat-
tard fe tne cxbent o 1 1/8 1nencs, wiile . Ly LS 1cur
Splies had been used in sone of the ties t. ncla tane gruzes
Culy = {fevv geund ties vere in tue Sr.ex o tnis point, they
were 1n 1l st .ges o1 decty “nd scue a.d reccned tne point
Jdnere tne sylkes ccala be 1rfted by nond, vhile nony of
thne ties vere riil-cut tc the depth of fror. 1t 2 1ueaes
wnd scne cere by ken under tne roil. at nony of tae Joints
the spilke aexrds nod boen pusned oub nere tomn rue-ntll ineh
fron tne rail, pernitiing the giuge to cpen when A troin
pe8ses cver 1t, LT olher loentiims Gnore wWere 8 nany °s
five ties "% cnc plice tand were swvingiluzy fren Sae s)1ke
herds cr louse Zren tne roil, pernitting ftae btriek to droy
en lower whon Veight wis ploced upon 1b.

Crneluwicns
This ~eeirdent Jis ¢wnsed by brd btrocez condiviens.

apparently the lick ot firnly-spiked s-und ties rer-
mtted tnc r.1ls to svread, 211 .1 vRe cumine vhneels
to drep bzirceet thnem. Tae lirst mnri on btne Zhuge slde
of the b1ll of tne et r 1l 1mdice ted ta t cne oI tac
wneels of the cvgine drcpoed imsrae oo burned wne ricl
cubward, cerusine tne r.n 23 bhe Tneel to sae r oLne
belton corner o0 tne guuge side <f the ball walle toe
Tlonge nhrgea tae bose of tne r.ol, tne “ngle b T W18
then broxsn 1t the r.:1l jJeinl o1 the cpposite ridl,
orecipriiting Lo der. ilnent.
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Ioadnister Lovery siid tae track was gxd
gspeed o 20 or Z5 n1les oo 1 our, .nd yeb , L88LDp
~re permtted te 2ttoain o gpeed oL 40 miies wl o ncur.

The speed oi tr.ins saculd be restricled to v g fs r to
until the tr.ei 1n pl-hoeced 1n cundiSica icor tie cperttlcon
of Traias at nigner rates of speed. Jaenm ~totiomt hns
cnec been exlled b6 guch o mauter DY the cecuarener of

2 sericus aceident, 1t uld scen ot taic cagot Lo be
suf_icient Tou euse tne situiticn te be renmed.cd, Sttt
guecll 18 not tne cige, ncwever, 18 evidonced By tns T.ct
tnat tmis 18 the tnird il der.ilrieat 1n tiis o rtical r
territory witnin - period of 13 nooous, the otalrs roving
been 1t Pirkvecd wnd Yesteover. In tae repert coverang
tne Pirgoccd ~ecident, valen wos dwe to o oconbiraivieon of
defeetive equipnent ~nd trick, tae follcouvinge st benont
wis n.de

"The evidence imédie-ted th~t there were not
en.ugh secti n rnen to m.aant.in the troex pr prr-
ly, rd taxt ~ocut 11 ta.t eould e drnc with
the ferec rvirl~ble vi°s Lo rnie rep 1rs to ©ac
rorst pl ecs und tanew dc lhe beegt tucy ¢ uld
with the rect of tne trwelh. Svea - =1t 1. 18
net c-nducaive to lns cife noveeat (£ trirg,
wnd rnersures toward eliuntitiag thos craditi n
saould oo t.ozen as (viely s pLegsibic,

Taig stabtenens 1as relerred 00 ag.is 12 Tne report
covering the ‘estover rceirdent, woreh o5 duc entircly or
bad Troelr ¢ .nditicons.

Three b1l deraiinerts orn tne s-me arvisioa within
a disbwee o 28 niles cnd witrain o peried 1 195 nientas,
resulbing in whe dezta or ii1ve erployecs ond Lhe 1njwry
ol viners, 1l i Lne 2ccirdents opelng due nore or less
dirceetly to troeX conditi.ns o b .8 wr be nfbvecus t-
toc riest coesuzl ooscrver, constitules o record valcin 18
not te be enviecd., o nwuntgencnt respensihle Jr osuen con-
drtiong, pliciyg tae lives of 1%s ervloyees vad too
triveling publie 1n conlinu.l jeopnrdy, ¢ n 1ot be Goc
str.ngly ccnderncd, =2nd 1L 1s tc be niped tnt tne eondi-
tiong diselcescd 1n these threo investigtticns vill be
rencdicd 1n tine to prevert tue cceurreace of tlaer accl-
decote o o sirilar noturc.

"ne cnplovees 1nv.lved ferce oiupericnced Ticun, »nd ~t tne
tTine o1 Yoo .ecirdsat none i tnen had oeern ow duty n vac-
l.tion o any cif tne provisicns o tng howrs oI scrvico 1w,

nespectiully subnitied,
r. TP BCOLRIALT,

Tircet. .



