LTERSTATE COL.,ERCK COru ISSION

(GLUP0RY 07 TOIS DIRDGCYCR OF THD BUILAU O SADAETY I HRE
IEVEET LCATTION O AN ACCIDONT wHL1Ch OCCURILLD CW TIE
ATLAI™'A & wEST POINT RAILROAD AT EAST POINT, GA.,

Qi CCTOBLRE 28, 1922.

January 31, 1930,
To the Coumission:

On Octouver 23, 1929, there was a collision between a
Ceniral of Zeorgia passcnger trawn and an Atlanta & West
Point work train on the Tine of the latter rallroad at
East Point, Cu., resulting “n ithe injury of one esployce
and four pascengers.

Location amd meti:nd of operatzion

18 =2ccident occurrcd on that part of the Atlanta
& Vest Point Rallrood extending belween hewnon and East
Peint, Ca., a distance ol o2.5% urles; in the i1rmmediate
viecinitty o the point of accident this 1s a double-track
Iine over which treins (e operated by time-t:ble, train
orders, tnd au autunsatic block-sional system, Trans ol
the Central of Coorgin nelilway are oporated over this
nort.on of Liig railroad under trackaze agrecment. The
collizion ocourred at o poxat sboul £2,900 lfeet west of
the dobhet at Tast Point, on a siding; this zsiding parallels
£’ maiu troclzs on th: south, the pcint of accident boing
54&4 feet cast of tlic west sweteh of a crossover Lhal con-
ncets the eastbound main traclz witlh the siding; tliis switch
is a facing-point switeh for eastbeund trains, «wilth a lNo.
10 turnout. Apprecching thoe swvitch from elitlicr direction
the teack 12 tangernl for a considerable distance, while
the srade o1 castbound trains is level to a point obout
6J {cet erst of Lhe switch, and it 1s thien ascending, be-
g 0487 pes ceat at the point of collirioa.

The gwitechstond zao of tho 1oy giouwnd-throw type,
erquipped with smnirl, ovel, tvo-way tnarzets, and is 18-
coted on the engincmea's side of an cantbound engine;
wien the switch 1s cpon o red iandicabion 1ia disployed,
nd when it s celescd it displays a grecn indication.
Signal A=71, a permisc.ve scignel, norielly displaying o
coulion Indrcntion, iz ef bne one-arm, upsor-quadreont,
scuephore coype, md In loceated 1,740 fect west of the
switch, it _overns the acparooch te the teguming of the
maruel blon. system ia effecl boebweon East Point and At-
lanta, ¢ dlolance of 2,050 mliles.



|
I
2,022 feret
Vornt ~f recident
to
“tFti1o1

zhL‘r fit
t e -
-

T s

£aT crossey-r aritch }%—*—--——-

1,71‘0 £t

|
S1enel AT N

' \
\\ :
\\\3 \
\\\\\\Q\ \
p
[

Extre

Legend

Train Ng 18 — -

e

271,
~e T
\-‘-Hhﬁ
Inv

Wa  1RTE

@-

Atlents & Wegt Toint R R
&T-st Print, Ge

Cet

2%, 1929



Yhe view e por
cvar, on account ol

—_

ocenmg, tiic swilch
dust. from o nearby

12 unobgstructed, how=-
crossing having ce=-

wwmlated on the o 'iteh torgets, 1t was difficult to dis-
tanpuesh the coler of the imdicatieon displaycd, when ¢t a

deatenes of 1orc th

Theo vwicothoer
which occurred ot ©

AT vork ext
dustrics, in chorac
Moscman, wag perior
ceewude s enzine 231
cars costuor] on th

per houl when 16 weg

weotbound C o
onc bogsoce car and
ol stecel congtruct.
cherge oi Conductor
trom vas.ed Colleg

7o

an 200 feot,.

=
boat 9.4%2 o, 1.
Dogeription

roe 231, o Loeal cwi
ol Conductor nlle

cleecr ot the tim

2 of thc accident,

teh run serving in-
r tnd Engincmen

nin switchine, and ot the time cof the

s neacded west, wac
¢ riding at ¢ apecd

D] - R -
L On. bosrengces treo

ahiovaing Tour hox
of cbouwt 8 males

sviack by C ol Co. tHocan Heo. 13,

n o, 18 concisted of

tvo cowhoen, 1n the ordeor nomed, all

on, hroled by cngin
Wore and Linsinemon
c corls, the lasl op

¢ 424, and yes 1n
Stophonzson.  Thas
cri oflficce, 1483

rnileg .eot ol Togt foink, at 9:47 a. n., tvo rdinatcs late,
Toeieh appeorently wos disploying o covu-

prgsed cagnel A-T74,
tion 1ndircation, on

ter~o thio crognover

gwitel, whiclk had

hecen onened pr;ct30“llJ 10 Jront ol tae cpprocciiing train,

cnd collided vath v
snocd estuacted to

~oth onpinco
none o1l tnc eguipme

rorls cxlro 231 vMalc
hove hoezn about 15

had thewr
nt 1n oither tramn

omployoe 1ngyured was Lhe ongincrial of
Jno Janped juck praior to the colligion

Swiiiary ol evidonce

Conductor el

orie o1 &rltchlng
giding had beon nor
o Indvstricl treocls,

lkkcr, ol worlc cxtirs

the induslry trocks

Tormod rud Bhet o2
locobed at the ¢

where he had a cleur vior ol the 1oL

toward the vest, ¢t

oot 9.48 a. Ile,

approrching, © short dstonece wveot orf
ductor Wollter nad BErelornen Butjﬁr J{aNale
g, car as the rour oupty curs vere bel

tovard the eiding;

liced JT‘kGﬂNhlleluC

traveling ot o
riilcos per hour.

front cnds Beorily domaged, but

wes aOTullGd ”Lo
C of Ga. lrocin o, 18,

201, otoaled thinl the
lococued south of the
reacning o point on
ot end of the siding,
Ltreelzpg, hie looked
nmnd oy train Wo. 183
cignol A=74, Con-
riding on the lcod-
ng boeked cootuard
o riding on the

L3

cer next to the wtnsine, Conductor Wallker gave signals to

Heod Aralkoren Whitec,

cern 1 on this  €r

oralicoon to cut ol

' -|

§OVG ullc I A1oncn

ack, 2ad the condue

a Miick" signel, on

1t beouoie 1ntended to lizck the four

tor cxpected the head

the crro ot Loe engine.  The conductor

¢ then ont to the

Lond brealec, lcocated or the [ervard ond of the lecuding car,


http://accj.de
http://aboi.it

.

end started to epply 1t. The first he kmew of anything
wrong Wes when Bralieron Butler shouted o warnang of dan-
per, ond on looking bac's, the conduetor sawv train No, 18
cntering the ¢open moain line switch. Conducter Wallrer hed
no Ldea thot the herd brokeman wags going to open the main
line switch, soying that 1t woas not his intention to use
it until caix or cight minutecs afterwards.

Iecd Brokomoan White, of work extra 231, stated that
he wes riding on top of the car next to, the engine and
that wnile rounding the wye troclk he looked at his watch
and thought it read 10:46, when as a matter of fact it
re.d 9:46, concequeatly he presumed that train No. 18 hod
gone. wWhen the conductor gave him the =zignals, he under-
ctood what movewents werc intended; the head brokeman ot
firgt gnve the englinceman signais to slow down and then a
ctop signcl, in order to perwit Brokemen Dutler to line
the switeh leading to the siding. The work trein was
brought to o step andé the heod Lralkemon climboed down the
zide of the car next to the cngine, on the mein tracl
gide, ond almost dircetly oppogite the maln treck switch.
Az he knew thot his engine wouvld be heading out of the
siding and on to tne crcalbound main traclk within o fevw
minutes, he dceided that he would unlock cnd open the
rain track switeh i order to have it 1linecd wheon his on-
zine did head out. Aftor opening this sultch, Head DBrake=-
man White startcd cecstwoard in order to cut ofi the four
cars and on renchliing a point obout once and one-hall or
two cor-lenoths from the switch, but not yet 1n position
to malee the cut, he caw Srcltoman Butler come around the
end of the lendang ccr. The firast the heed brekeman knew
of cmything wrong wvas on receiving a sigual, mode in heoate
and given by Brokecwon Butler, to c¢lose the moin traclk
switch, ot which time the work trawn had just started to
beelz cegtward again. On turning and looking towerd tho
west, Head Brokoman White sow troin Lios 18 apovroaching,
it thon boing cbout one or two car-lengths west of the
switch; the hoed bralawon ran oo fagt ag he could toward
the switch in an ondcavor to close 1t, but to no avoil,
He estimoted the specd of trailn MNo. 18 to have been about
35 mileg per hour when he firet saw it, bvt sald that the
speed had been reduccd considerably at the time of the
accident. Head Brokeman “hite sald he folt surc that
train No, 18 had pasced and thet he never sow it at the
tie hie opened the swliteh, nmot having loocked to scc af
any troin was opproaching.

Enginorme Mozsemon, of work exilra 251, steted that at .‘
the time his ongince was boclkunz cround the wyce Traclt, ho
sow trein Lo, 18 approaching, west of signal A=74, vhich
ot 1hot itime wes dlrplaying 1ts normel indication. Just
prior to the esccident, however, his attention wvos centercd
cn the contemploted bacit=up movement on thic alding and he
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was loodkking baclt vatching for signals from the conductor,
cavl Te @id not see Ilced Drekemon White pget off ond opean

the riolin track switch., Stabeients ol other menbers of
the creow of exitre Zol developed nothing addibticneal of

1mportancc.

Eagineman Stephenson, of train Noe 18, stated that
gignel A=T4 gos displeying its normal Iadicatien, ccution,
at tl.o thwe hig cag.ne passad 1t, at a speed ol about 18
cr 20 males per hour. Ile noticed the worlk troin swvitching
o1 the siding and sow a kick signal given o The cngincricll
of thet troin. Just as his own cngine got alwost to the
gwitcliy, he nollced some one waving toward the switch, and
1t wrce tuen that he saw that the switch points were opoen.
Ho applicd tne cir bLrpkeg in cricrgoney, roverscd the on-
cine, oponed the sanders rnd jumpoed [vovn the fhromon's
side just pricr to the collision. Malginpnéa Stéphenson
gai1d thnt he did not sce any cne at thie swviteh just be=
fore or after ho pusczed signel A=74, saring that he weos
nect poying oay attention to tiie pozition of the switch,
but weeg vebtehing the mon ~ho wves zoing to 1.oke the gut be-
Freentdfho worls engine end crg, mnd belng ofraid thoet thet
o would not clear Law ovn L oaim, he sounded o wornineg
gimniel on the air whistle, with which eusginces in this ter-
rit cry rre cquipped, on ccecdunt ol o clty crdlinaonce
zalnst the use o) octerd vhaistlces evcept in certeoin cascs.
Statermnts of l'irc.iea !lurphy ccorroborated 1 substonce
theoge of Enginci.on Stpelicnson,

o

Concuctor Ware, Flogman Osttis and Bagrogeriostor
Mabry, of train No. 182, cstimietced the specd of their train
to have beon ~bout 30 nilcs ver houar ot the tliwe sipgnal
A-74 v, 1o prnassced and olso whoen the oxr brales were applied
in emeraencey, ¢t about 12 or 1o miles per hour whon tho
collisien occurred., They uvcre uncvore of cnything vrong
mwitil the ernersency apaliceotion res nede. Tests mede of
slgnel A=74 gubscguent to the cccident Jdazclosed 1t to bo
1N ropner vorltingy order.

Concluniomg

This ccecaident vion coused by o suilel beling opened
directl, 1n lront ol - a approocchiny; train, for which Head
Brakecian Wwnite, ol wJors orybr. 251, is responaible,

Hocd Drokeom Woluve muisrecd has woteh ond thought
thrt it wros 1048 0. 1%e; Meon o8 o nobter of fact 1t was
only 9:40 n, 1., conscou.ntbtly, hs presmacd that train HNo.
18 hed one ond oponed the meoan troel switch, of hias own
ceoord, in order bto hove ot open whon his enginc wes
reocy to hzod ovt of th. ciding, moding thot it wvould
b orerdy to heed nut sithin o few rinates. AL the time
e openecd tac gweteh, he did not loolr to sce if ony troin



.8 o-orooching, cnd ofter oponing 1t he Ivanwedictely - - -
torted costuard 1n order to iicke tle cut beticon the on-
ine and the Cour cors thet wore to be lzicked in on Lhe

Inz. Whon he becorie aware of the approach of troln
Noe. 13, vhich rppecoved to hove possed slignoal A=74 before
thho suitch vos oponcd, he ran becek towvard the cwitehh in
rn cndeover to closc it, but could not rcoch it In tuiwe.,
Hoed Drekerom Whiite hod no business opening this ican
trocl owiteb until bhig crew wes reody to use 1t, ~nc had
e Tellowcd this nroccdurc, the cccident wvould not hove
cocurrad. .'

A1l of tho cipployecs lavelved were cxporicncod .101,
ond ot the tl.we of tle (eccident none of thol hed bocon on
duty 1n vioiallon of ony of the provicions of the hicurs
of scrvice Ll-w.

- ) Heoncetfully suhiitted,
- /. P. DORLALD,

Dircector.



