
1573 
INTERSTATE COî /EitCji COm ISSIOh 

RJPORT OI' TIF. DUNXTCR OF THE B L T . I E A I J OJ 1 SA1ET1 IN Iffi 
INVESTIGATION OT? All ACCIDENT viTfliCh OCCuRInlO O N T H E 
ATLA1TTA ck wEST POINT RAILHOAD AT EAST POINT, OA., 

ON OCTOBER 2d, 1929. 

January 31, 1930. 

To the Commissions 
On October 23, 1920, there was a collision between a 

Central of Georgia passenger tram and an Atlanta & West 
roint work brain on the 1jne of the latter railroad at 
Bast Point, fa., resulting "°n the injury of one employee 
and four passengers. 

Location and method of operation 
This accident occurred on that part of the Atlanta 

g Vest Point Railroad extending betwoen Kewnan and East 
Point, Oa.., a distance of <J2.53 males; m the immediate 
vicinity oT the pomt o^ accident this is a double-track 
line oven which trains (.re operated by time-tible, train 
orders, m d an autuiiatie block-signal system. Trams of 
tho Central of Georgia Ju llway are operated over this 
portion of Luis railroad under trackage agreement. The 
collision occurred at a j-oxut about 2,000 feet west of 
tho dojtot at East Point, on a siding; tnis siding parallels 
the main tracks on thn couth, the pcint of accident being 
544 feet east of the west switch of a crossover Lhat con­
nects the eastbound main track with the siding; this switch 
is a facing-point switch for eastbound trains, aith a l\o. 
10 turnout. Approaching tho switch from either direction 
the track is tanner.! "for a considerable distance, while 
the grade for eastbound trains Is level to a point about 
60 feet east of the switch, and it is then ascendting, be­
ing 0,57 per cent at tho point of collie ion. 

The Svwitchstand is of tbo lov' ground-throw type, 
equipped with small, oval, two-way targets, and is 19-
cetcd on tho engineman1n side of an enntbound engine; 
when the switch Is open a red indication is displayed, 
and when It is closed it displays a green indication. 
Signal A-71, a pormissxvc signal, normally displaying a 
caution indication, la oi tne one-arm, upper-quadrant, 
semaphore typo, and is located 1,740 foot west of the 
switch, it Oovorns tho approach, to tne beginning of the 
marque' blorn^ system in effect between East Point and At­
lanta, r distance of 9.95 miles. 
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The view tpprosching the switch is unobstructed, how­
ever, on account oi dust froii a nearby crossing having ac­
cumulated, on the a hitch targets, it was difficult to dis­
tinguish the color of the indication displayed, when at a 
dtatanco of noro than 2 0 0 feet. 

The weather was clear at tho time of the accident, 
which occurred at about 9„49 a. in. 

Description 
AhWr work extra 231, a local switch run serving in­

dustries, in charge of Conductor Walker and Engmeman 
Mo a cninn, was performing switching, and at the tirao of the 
accj.deit onpne 231, headed west, ^us shoving four box 
cars eastward1 on the siding at a speed of aboi.it 6 miles 
per hour when lb vrs struck by G of C-a. tivm lio. 1 0 . 

hastbourid C of Ca. passenger trs i n ho, 1 8 consisted of 
one baggage car and two co mhos, in tho order named, all 
of steel constructJon, hauled by engine 421, and was in 
charge of Conductor Wane and hngmoman Stephenson. This 
tram was-.ad College fhrk, tho last open office, 1.83 
miles -est of East Point, at 9:47 a. n., two minutes late, 
passed signal A-74, " nich apparently wa.s displaying a cau­
tion indication, onton^o tho crossover switch, which had 
been opened practically in front of tne approaching trhn, 
and collided \ ith work extra 2 3 1 win] e traveling at a 
speed estimated to have boon shout 1 5 no.lea per hour. 

_jQth engines had tboir front ends badly damaged, but 
none of tno equipment m cither tram was derailed. 'The 
employee injured was tho ongmcuui of C of Ga. train Fo. 1 8 , 
wno jumped just prior to the col] 3 sion. 

Smiliary of evid.cnco 
Conductor Walker, of work extra 2 3 1 , stated that the 

irorh oi switching tho industry tracks Iocs Led south of tho 
siding had been performed ' mi that oi reaching a point on 
an industrial track, Iocs tod at the jest end of tho siding, 
where he had a clear view of the nam tracks, ho looked 
toward the W 0 3 L , at aoout 9 . 4 8 a. m., and caw train ITo. 1 8 
approaching, r short distance west of signal A-74. Con­
ductor Walker and hrahenan P/ut]er were riding on the load­
ing car as tho four empty cars rero being backed eastward 
toward tiio s3ding; head Jr ^ k o i i L a u white was riding on tho 
caar ne;:t to the engine. Conductor Walker gave signals to 
Head nicer1 an White, it bo ma; intended to hiclc the four 
cars m on this track, and the conductor expected tho head 
D-pQkonan to cut off tho cars at tne cngmo. The conductor 
I svo ' JIG e rig median a "Lick" signal, and then wont to the 
hand brake, located or, the forward end of the leading car, 
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and started to apply it. The first he knew of anything 
wrong was when Brakeman Butler shouted a earning of dan­
ger, and on looking back,, tho conductor caw train No. 18 
entering tho open m a m line switch. Conductor Walker* had 
no idea that the head brakeman was going to open the main 
line switch, saying tnat it wes not his intention to use 
it until D I X or eight minutes afterwards. 

Head Br ale oman White, of work extra 231, stated that 
ho was riding on top of the car next to, the engine and 
that wnilo rounding the wye track he looked at his watch, 
and thought it read 10:46, when as a matter of fact it 
re^d 9;46, consequently lie presumed that train No. 18 had 
gone, ffiuen the conductor gave him the signals, he under­
stood what movements were in bondedj the head brakeman at 
first gave the engine-man signals to slow down and then a 
stop signal, m order to permit Brakeman Butler to line 
tho swatch loading to the siding. The work triin was 
brought to a atop and the head brakeman climbod down the 
side of the car next to rhc engine, on the main track 
side, and almost directly opposite the main track switch. 
A3 ho know that his engine would bo heading out of the 
siding and on to tne ocstbound main track witbmn a few 
minutes, ho decided that he would unlock end open the 
main track switch m order to have it lined when his en­
gine did head out. After opening this switch, Head Brake-
man White started eastward in order to cut off tho four 
cars and on reaching a point about one and one-half or 
two car-lengths from tho switch, but not yet in position 
to make the cut, he caw Brakeman Butler come around the 
end of tho leading car. The first the head brakeman know 
of anything wrong was on receiving Ci signal, made in ha ate 
and given by Brakcuian Butler, to close the main track 
si/itch, at which time the work tram had just started to 
back eastward again. On turning and looking toward tho 
west, Head Brakeman White saw train ho. 18 approaching, 
it thou being about O D P or two car-lengths west of the 
switch^ the head brnkdaan ran as fast as he could toward 
the switch in an endeavor to close it, but to no avail. 
He estimated the speed of tram ho. 18 to have been about 
35 milea per hour when ho first saw It, but said that the 
speed had been reduced considerably at the time of the 
accident. Head Brakeman bliito said he folt sure that 
tram No. 18 had passed and that ho never saw it at the 
time he opened tho switch, not having looked to sec if 
any trc 111 was approaching. 

Enginomen Mosoman, of work extra 231, stated that at 
tho time his engine una backing around the ;gyc track, ho 
saw tram Ko. IB approaching, west of signal A-74, which 
ot that time was displaying Its normal indication. Just 
prior to the accident, however, his attention was centered 
on the contemplated back-up movement on the siding and he 
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was looking back watching Tor signals from tho conductor, 
raid ho did not soe Head Brakenan White got off and open 
the i i o L i track switch* Statements of other momtaers of 
tho crow of extra 251 developed nothing addaitional of 
importance. 

Engineman Stephenson, of train Wo. 18, stated that 
signal A-74 ,fas displaying its normal Indication, caution, 
at the tUio his ongrno passed it, at a speed of about 18 
or 20 miles per hour. He noticed tho work train switching 
on the sidmg and sow a kick signal given to the cngmcaai 
of that tram. Just as his own engine got almost to tho 
switch, ho noticed some one waving toward tho switch, and 
it mas tnen that he saw that the switch points were open. 
Ho applied tne air brpkos m emergency, reversed the on-

sidc just prior to the collision. .V̂ B̂ in̂ nan Stephenson 
said that ho did not ceo any one at the switch just be­
fore or after ho passed signal A-74, saying thai; he wes 
not paying any attention to tno position of the switch, 
but was watching the man -'ho wos going to rsko the sut bo-
twGonVfcho work engine and cars, and being afraid that th"! 
nan would not clear his o\ n L a m , ho sounded a warning 
signal on the air whistle, with which, engines In this ten-
rit cry are equipped, on account of a city ordinance 
:gainst the use of steam whistles except I n certain cases. 
Statements of fireman ilurphy corroborated iii substance 
those of Enginoi.an Stpehonson. 

Conductor Ware, Flagman Or-ttis and Baggagenestor 
Mabry, of train Ho, 18, estimated the speed of their train 
to have boon "bout 30 nilcs per hour at the rJinc signal 
A-74 u is passed and also when the air brakes were applied 
In emergency, ct about 12 or 15 nilos per hour when tho 
collision occurred. They were uncvarc of anything wrong 
until the emergency apolicrtion /as radc. Tests made of 
slgml A-74 subsequent to tho accident disclosed It to bo 
m proper verging ord.er. 

Tliis accident wat, caused by a switch, being opened 
directly in front of 'n approaching train, for which Head 
Brakenan Vmto, of jcumc oztim 251, is responsible. 

Hoed Br ale can 11'1 io misrocd his watch and thought 
that It was 10;4o a. m., when as a mot nor of fact it was 
only 9:4G a, n., consooumtly, ho presumed that tram Ho. 
18 had b o n o c-nd. opened tho n a m t^eck switch, of Ins own 
a coord, In order to have jt open when his engine wrs 
ready to hoadi out oi th, siding, knowing timet it would 
ba roa "ly to bead out within a few mnubos. At tho tine 
he opened tno switch, ho did. not look to soo If any tram 

gmo, opened the sanchors 

Conclunions 



eg proc chmg, end after opening it ho iiniodictcly 
star-tod eastward m crdor to nekc tLo cut bctT* con the on­
line and tho Tour cars that wore to he kicked in on tho 
siding. When he becrno r.wnro of bhe approach of train 
No. 13, which appeared to have passed signal A-74 before 
tlio switch was opened, ho ran beck toward the switch m 
on endeavor to close it, but could not reach it in tine. 
Hoed Brekoi-an liliitc hod no business opening this n a m 
tr°clr switch until his crew was reedy to use it, and had 
^e fcllowcd this procedure, the accident would not have 
occurred. 

All cf tho employees Involved were experienced men, 
and at the time of tLo . ccidont none cf then had boon on 
duty in violation of any of the provisions of the hours 
of service l^w. 

Respectfully submitted, 
U. P. 30RLALD, 

Director. 


