1504
INTERSTATE COIZERCE COIT.ISSICH

REPORT OF THL DIRLDCTOR O TiHZ JUREAU OF SAFSTY IN RE
OIVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDEITY WHICHE OCCURRED ON
THE ATCHISON, TOPEKA & SAUTA My RAILWAY AT SIBLLY,
110., O. IMARCH 2, 1929.

June 10, 1929,
To the Cormission:

On liarch 2, 1929, there was a deraillment of a Ifrei-ht
train on the Atchison, Topelka ¢ Santa Fe Railway at Sibley,
+:0e, which resulted in the injuvry of two employees,

Location and lethod of Operation

This accident occurred on the Second District of the
iissouri Division, which exteunds between llarceline and
Kanses Clty, llo., o distance of 108 miles, and 1s a
double-track Line over uhich trains are operatec by
time-table, train orders, and wn automatic block=-signal
syatem. The accident occurred just east ol the station
2t Sikvley; approachling this point from the east, besinning
at the 1eaV1nn cnd of a bridge snonning the Iissours adiver,
there is a 69 curve to the right 1,874.1 IGOt Ir leugth and
then the traclk ls tangent for a &lStuﬂC” of £39.3 feat,
followed by a 3° curve to the right 1,289.2 Ffect in length,
the cecident oceurring on this latter curve at a vouint near
its leaving end. The grade at the pcoint of accident is 0,30
percent descending lor westbovnd trains, althoush just east
of this polnt it is ascending Jor =« considerabl~ distance.

The weather was cloucdy at tlhe time of the aceident,
which occurrcd at about 5:15 p. ri.

Deggcription

- Wesbtbound {rcight train cxtra 4101 consisted or 122
cars and a caboose, haulced by ongine 4101, and was in
charge o’ Conductor rfos and Engineman Wise, This train
left llgrceline, 79.4 miles east of Sibley, et 2:15 ). M.,
mnd at Henrietbco, 15,57 miles cast ol Sibley, so.e ceors
werc get out and othiers prclicd up, among the latter being
AT&SFE 83067%; this car was the [first cor in the train hen
it departed from Henrletta ot 9:40 p. me The train was
approaching Sibley ob «n estimaled speocd ol between 12
end 15 miles per hour vhen 1t poarted between the engine
cnd first car, ‘
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Tho shock caused by the slack running in as a rcsult
of an enecrgency application of the brakes broke the 1034
car in two and derailed the forward truck and one pair of
wheels of the rear truck. Eight other cors bchind this
car werc alsco damaged t¢ somc extont but none of them was
derailed. The enployecs injured were the conductor and .
flagman, who were riding in the caboose,

8ummary of Evidence

Engineman Wise stated that the brakes were properly
teated beforce leaving lMarceline and that there was no uu-
usual handling of the troin en route, althoush when the
cars were plicked up at Henrietta it reguired two attempis
in order tc courle the engine to the lsading car. When
his onsine had almost reasched the station at Sibley, pulli-
ing steadily, the traln parted betwecn the engine and the
first car; he permitied the ongine to proceed until the
cars came to a stop and later the cnpgine wis rccoupled to
the troin without difficuldy and the head portion puiled
into clear. "o censine Lhen was cat off end he examined
the coupler on the forward end of the first cer finding
that sone of the parts showed indlcations ol having been
battered to a consideracle extent, although the lock block
appeared to be now. He estimated the spced of his train
at the time of the ccecident at 12 miles por hour.

Head Bralkerson S1.ith stated that when the first sttempt
was nade to couple the engine to the troin at henrietta ihe
Lift pin of the couplcer on the leading car would not drop.
lic then shoolr the mvckle gnd when the cngine ros o.01n
baclzed against the btrain the coupling weas rmede succescfully
He obscrved ot the tiwe chat the lock block and pi1 were
new, bat the olock was bacly brttercd and apporoently was a
built-u> bloekz, As socon <5 the cniince came fTo a ston afuver
the accident he vent baclz cnd cxominced the counicr ~nd
Tfound tho tmuclizle »in and 1Lift »in down, thce lock block in
proper position ¢nd the lmuckle open, it having sliozped by
the bloeclk. Thce sboavoments of Recr Brakeman Gosmceyer, who
assisted in eoupling up the tr.fian ot Jenrictta, practicolly
corroborated these ol Broakcnian Snith as to the condition of
the coupler on the lecding car cnd the diufficulty in making
the coupling.

Conductor Poc stated that only tvo stops verc mede prior
to the accident including tho stop ¢t Henriexta, ana ot
that point he looked over the triin but noticed nothing
wrong, e did net know or the difficulty n mrking the
coupling «t tac hcad end of the troin as he was net at that
point at the tliwe, ncither did he cxemine the leading car
subscquent to the acecident, being relicved fronm duty im-
mediately efter 1ts cccurrcncc.
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Roadmaster flcin st-ted that he inanccted the track
en the bridge wfter tho aceident and found about 20 tiss
slightly marked undcr votn truclkis of the derciled car,
these morks indicating that the cor did not move morc ithan
2 or & fecet aftor it wag derailed.

Master llechanic Eldridge stated that the "BY cnd of
AT¢SE cor 83073 was cquigped with o Simplex coupler and
that it wes this coupler that foaled.s This car was rc-
ccived in interchanpe at S9te. Joscih on Fcebruary 21 snd on
FPebruory 25 gonme repairs verce mode to the car ot that point,
including the iInstallation od o now loclz block cnd bplocik
lifter cnd also the stroisghtening of the uncouvplin” lover
on the "B" ond of tho car. Tho cor thon was moved to
Richrond, wvhere it was locded, and it arrived ot ienrictta
on llarch 1. BSubscgucat to the accident the knuckle, knuckle
pra, lock block #nd loeck 1ift.r wicrc romoved fron the "3BY
end of thais car and insoected, hig inszocetion developed
that the lifter wes beont, tre horn of the lmuekle wis
brolken, nd th: bloclr shogel 1nddications of o crush.ng
gtroin oa the ond of the contact poiat. Thesc porbs voere
again applicd to the cruic cor ot its destinctioa, to do-
Termine 2f 2ossiblc tho cousce of the troubloe, ond it waos
found thet tio ploel: could be wmoved beaelr In the couplcer
about 1-3/8 incheos beyond its proper pocition tnd tort
this condition vwes duc to ths loclk-block stop hiving been
broken olf. The rz ult vos thot thore was a contact of
only 5/8 inch betuscen tue Tnuclklc ond the loek blocel-,.
lir, Eldrldgc srid thet the brogen surfeccs of tiic horn
ond thie ovottowm part or lirge ond of the olocit stop aspcared
to bc new bui uhat the ol p.rt or zwmall end ol tho sLop
was ar old breal;, Jurther 1ane ocction shoved twe Ladly
bottered onointo on th. back .nd of the kaucile ond on
the front foec of the lock osleclz whicl: hed boon couced by
atteipting to clfecet o coupling with the slock doun and
the kruckle opoen, c.ad ornparcnely thic had couscd tns stop
to brealk off. Thore vore clso indicationy on Jhoe back
of the bSloclz tict gcvercl ctteowpts had ooun made to coupled
up after tuce stop acd boea brolkea. He cxpressec the
opinzon that the couplcr peorts cre orolken oftor tho coar
lefb the shops at St. Joseph. hoster Mochanice Eldradgc
furtiicr stated thoet cnricite 1z not ¢ regalar insp:ction
point for cores moving ov.e The line, clthouch theroe rre
car inspcclors located at thot point vhosce primcry datics
conpist of ingnecting cere reccived In intocrchonge.

Conclusions

cecident wag causcd by the train breaizang in two,
ctive coupler,.

An cxoamination of the coudler discloced that it vas
brozen in tvo placcs. One vwos the horn ol the knucklce,
vvhich holds tho locic block in sropoer pogation macen the
knucklc is opcne. Apncroently wica the knucllle wag opencd
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thb brokon horn pormittcd thc bloclk to drop doun dircsctly
in the poth of the bacik cnd of thoe knuclile ~nd when on
ctteompt was madce to couple to the ceor the vlock wes driven
back into the shanlr bracking off tho stop. Witk the
coupler in chir condition it only ollowcd o contact of R
approxim: toly eme~rourth of the surfccec boebween the lnuclzle .
cnd thie loek blocek, ond vhile the trein weos opproocching
Siblcy the kmuckle wes pulled prst the block regulting in
the pertirg of the traine. Thlg eouplor gove the trein
crovw sore troublc thea cho cor woo picked up ot Hoenrictta
but the bratoiicn who moae the coupling dad not discov.r
the defects. They <id notice, however, thrt perts of the
couplor vere consideroily battorcd.

Henraetta is o cor Ingpection ond crr repoir point
cnd the crry revmeined in thet 7eord from W:50 v nm., .lkrech
1, until 5:40 p, m., !orch 2, The brelzon suri~ce oo the
“nucklo icre the horn - d brolun off wog in ploin wicw
cnd ecould hovs beon goen rof Zily on cagaerl dacpoecticu.
1f the beolicn 'Muekle h-d be a obscrver ond romoved from
the coupler tan iﬂd)thOT voula neve Led on osportunity
to inspoct thoe sorvfor Inoide ol the ghank, cnd i thie lock
bloecl: stop wae brolzn ot ch~t tiwe it could hrve bo:m wceon.
IT the stop woo broixrn olf vhon the cor w-s pic wod up ©
Honrictta, g contonded Dy thoe umestor mDCAPclc, the ro=
moval of che delocctive knucklu ot thet Heint ot the nroper
time vould heve cvoaded breclzia- th. ctop, -’ thug by the
teo'tang of propoer cetion tho cectaont vrould hove oo n averbtod.

ATtor Jbc 001ant the romov: ble porie ol che couplor
vers trlon ovt nd others subsiitulted, bus tht covplor
Vocy vice lodt 12 the cor nd the cor wor allovwzd To romcin
in sorvice, gown” to its Jectiaclion, throv i o lorge

tormiancl th theoushh n 1aterea apgt woint, rnd oseiag ac-
livercd to the Conul”lO:- Dy ¢ wlyiag cerviceanle nerte
to thec coupler ~ud .ving tho (ovplor oody n thoe car,
the visible Jdclecet w*s corccceted, tuc .t lo.uccand the
likeclihood o. Thic couacce 1Jd cnd or s SCflOU“ cofeet being
discovercd befere 1t couaced rnotacy cceci“cice Thic cox
ves ¢ nenacs to Lhe SfLij of twr.ing us lon* rs it wes
beinz operated i o dorccetlve conditioa, ~d fellovring
the ocecicoat 1t ghouvld not "irve Hoon rofurncd to gervice
until 1t hed beca incpected oy o compotent Insprnctor closcly
cnouzh to discover the Jdelecet in the shin't.
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ve ewperrioncesd ren ond ot the .
nort hod o~ oon duty 41 vio~
s o4 tht bhours ol corvice lovr,

Thc ombdleyoso Involve ™ o
tire ol the cecidoont aonue of ¢
lotioa of any of the provision
Riesacetfully cabnitcted,

Je Py SORLAND

Daircctor,.



