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"HICH OCCURRED ON THE
AY AT uWcGRAT, KANS ,

IN RF INVISTIGATION OF AY /CCI
ATCHISO, TOPEKA 4 SANTa Fg R2
ON OCTOEBEF 11, 1220

,q—_:

January 14, 1831

Or. Octoper 11, 1920, there was a side collision between
a passenger train and a work train on the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Rai1lway at [cGraw, Kans , waich rvesulted 1n the death
of 1 employes a2nd the 1njury of 1 employee sfter i1nvesti-
gation of this accident the Crief of the 3Bureau of Safety
reports as follows

Tne Middls Division of the %estern Dastrict, on “hica
this acsident occurred, i1s a single-track line over wnich
trains are opserated »ny %in=-table, *train orders transmitted
oy telephorne, 2and a nanu=l tlock-signal system AdeGraw, a
station 2 9 riles west cf Newton, Kans , and wrtrin 1ts yarg
8, 13 the junction of the Sand Creek line with the Newton
lines, the junction ssitch being protected by an interlocking
plant The home signal foverning westbound movements cn
tre Newton Iine 1s a single-arm seraphore, located 300 fest

east of tne switch; there 1s neo distant signal Train-order

signals are ased as czlcck signals, and at McGraw ths block
siznal 1s locateld directlv opposite the swmitech Eastsound
movements are gocverned by a two-arm semaphorz located 50 feet
west of tne switch, troe upper arm governing moverents for the
Festor lire and the lo.er arm controlliag roveaents torards
Sand Creek

Approachina tae point of accident from Newton there 1s =2
tangent about 4,000 fzot ioag, followed by a 9-degree curve

to the left

3

0C feet long, ard 700 feet of tangent to the
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for the purpcse of clearing train Mo 118 .aen e ago:de

ccurred. Tnz spgeed of the ork trzin at tha tize cf tae
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2CZlgent was es
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1tated %0 have becn aocut 13 or 20 wiles an
hou.zr.

Engine 1418%, of train No 113, was derailed to the left

and paitly overturned, tae bagsaze car of tnat train +#as 2isc
parqg derailed Fngine 1132, of the work extra, was turned
over on 1ts riznt side ard consgiderzbly darazed Tne erploy=
#1113 =25 Fa-inerank Kendall of extra 1139

4

Conducteor Mixon, of work extra 1139, was under the 1Tpres-
si1on that train No 113 was not dus at Velrav until 4725 0 &
but snile erroute fror Puatnam —o MeCGra., the roadmaster called
his attention toc the fact trat 1% aas dus there at ¢.15 p m
Conductor Nixon realired tha:t h1s train 38 on short tims bus
thoasht 1%t would pbe acle to reach McGraw ivithout delayin= the
rassenzer train, and he said ae felt safs 1n nzking the wove-
rent cn zccount of the fact tnat he nad vpreviously left Brake-

man Stevens at 2eGraw to vrotect his train Accordan *c

Conductor Nixon's owr statemsat, nowever, Brakeman Stevens,

)
o
'—L
o
L]

<
ct+
By
)
Q
A~
W

alshougn 1n possession of all $as orders
extra, nad nost bezn .i1ven any specific flazzinz i1nstruciions
except to "Protect me", " ni1le orakeman Stsvens sz21d that his
inatructions w=Te to protect only azainst extras, and b=
vnderstcod tnat he a3 not to stop first-class trains althouzhn

notnrn. was saxd on this point and the Tules require protection

aga1nst first-clas: traias within yard limiis Srakeman



Stevens nad tafen his pcesitien &% tne towsr, 1aasmusn as under

train order Yo C3, previously gucted, ns had tc protect has

H

train agaiast 221 westbound extras z2fter 3:3C p v and tness

trains mignt approazn eitner from Neston or frod Bandlreek
Erakeman Stevans snew that worg extra 1132 hzd left Potnas

+hizn 1s tne first station west of delraw, ze could see 1t zin

the distance, and &new that 1t was nearly on tne tirg OI Train

Bl

o 113, but he said he taought Conductor Nixon kad roceived

an order Zivins him more tite on trair Fo 113 2 Jas on
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the steps o©f the towser when he saw train Ho 113 approaching,
and he then started toward 1t out a3d zotten only 3 or 4 car-
ths from ta: toaer shen tne train passed ham Brakerman
gtater eant tnat a1z dad not thank ne should flag Tirst-
lazs treins 25 contradl cted oy another st2temernt made by

1
hi= tn=t he had intanded +c etop %r=2a llo 113

n

1t ngd for a distance of 300 fset., 1t 1s then cbscared and 1s
ret again wvisintle o an aprroiaching ensizeqan until he 1s
vithin 1,300 f23% of 1t Engineran 1edeil, of $raxn No 113

statea tnat he gissed tae Tirst ocportunity of observins tne

iz tne curve vithin a fe. nunirs
Yeetv of t2o si.nzis, =nd Zn 1ae.sn lelzil then =aw the- inm tae

3%00 posivicn, % n2leh tile ne applied She air bkrabes in



in

emergency Nz nad seern notbinz of a flagran Urder rule 777
all trains are required Lo apTroach interlocking plants ander

p

control, but Engineman dci’eil e21d his *train vas not under
control, for the reascn *hat he always received orders when
& traln was to be met at .cCGraw, that tne schedule of ais
train sas so fast that 1f he reduced spsed at all peints
where suach speed Teductions are regquired tne train ~cuid not
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even come close to making 1ts scheduied time, 27
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d1d not consider tne plzaznt 2t cGraw to b2 an int=zriozkan
b

g

plant on account 2f tne fact tinat no distant signal indication

1s provided Tre staterents of the erzine crew i1ndicated

+

nat tre maxirunm svced of chelr train had been setween 50

nd 60 ./2les an hour
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Th: staterent of Opsiztor Jett, on duty at lcGraw a2t ta

14}

tirz of tne accidant, indicated tnat all ¢f the sigrnals ware
in the stop position when he saw the woT£ extra approaching,
that tne engineran of tae vork extra .nistled for signals,
and that he 1wmrediately lined up the route for the worx extra
tc back i1n upcen the Szand Creczk Line

This accident wzs caused by the fzilure of Engineran
lickeil, of train Ne 113, preoperly to oaserve and okey fixzed
g1_nal inaications, as well =2s »y his failurs tc have nas
train under proper control approaching an interlockins plant,
by wrne failurs of Conductor Mixon and En-ineman Kendall, <f
sxtra 1139, ftc. clear the aain laine for trzin No 113 as Te-

quired cy the rules, znd vy the failure o Zrakeman Stevens

properly to protect ris train cy flag
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Arcaneran wclszl's fa:rliare proccrly to oopserve and oney

siznal indicat_ons resuvlv=ua fror his faillure to have s
train under conirol waen Zpproaching the interlockiny rplant,
had ziz train ozen ander vroper coatrecl az redquired oy rTule
777, ne would sasily havs oeen atle to stop nis train in tiv
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"3le &7 reads as follows

"Ar 1n*ferior train must kecr cuT ¢ tae w2y
of opposinz supsrior trains ind farlin-s o clear
tne main track by the tir- Texuirei oy rale must
te vreotexted as pregcriced by rule 32

Lrtra trains must clesr 23 time of regular
Tra1ns 5 ™MirLT=23 anliess 0T.errise orovoded and
1111 be goverazsd by tisin orders nita respect

to cpposing exira trainsg "
The failuarz of rork 2xtra 1138 tc be clear of the rain
4

irazx on tiae t me of train Mo 113 wss, according Yo the

stzterent of Jondector N:xeom, duc prirmarily to his careless-—

ness 1L nNoT 2CcJUalnt oz £U4s2l® opritn thos time-table scheduls
cf wn=t train trakzman Stevens did nob have gpecific 1n-

structions to step first-class $rains, and while Condactor

Yn=a tnat his *%rain had Zeft “ae precedins station, could s2

Th2Ss CIrcCLTSiancas TAere 18 no exolse for his belas on tre

1n noe position te do his duty, nea traa

e

e disztance, 2nd kner 1hat zrain Ne 113 vas due, .nder



posing trains were approaching and wnen he saw the work extra
approaching *he tower_ he should have plzced himsell 1n
pesition to stop train No 113 Although he stated that
ne thought Conductor Nizon had received additional time on
tnat train, he himsgelf vas ir position tc nave =2as1ly ascer—
sainad tne rnersabouts of train Ne 113 had he been suffi-
ciently interested, and in any event sacn a belief 15 no
egxcuse for his failure properly to protect his train

There is no distant signal installed in comnection ¢itn
the home signal governing westbound movements on the Newton
11n3-9n accournt ¢of the poor view of tho nome signal had by
ar engineman, ever 1n clear weather, tae operation of ftrains
at this peint would be greatly facilitated and creater safety
afforded 5y the installation of o4 distant signal

Engineran MceNeil bad nad over 40 years' experience as
an engineman and had been discharged in 1915 and again in
1918 for responsibility in connection mith eocllisions, at
the tire of this accident his record was clear Brakemran
Stevens was employed as a brakeman 1n March, 1916, while
Cerductor Nixon was employsd as a brakeran in 1931 z2nd pro-
aoted to condactor in 1815, the records of both of these am
viovees were clear at tire of the accident

The crev of train No 113 had been on duty less than 1
aour after nearly 6 hours off duty, previous tc whicn they had
Deen on daty 2% nours after about 12 hours off duty The
crewn of work extra 1139 had been on duty about 10 hours pre-

vious to whileh lney had had aocut © hours off duty



