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M A Y 12, 1930. 

T O T H E C O M M I S S I O N : 

O N . A P R I L 11, 19301 T H E R E W A S A N A C C I D E N T I N V O L V ­

I N G A N A T C H I S O N , T O P E K A & S A N T A F E R A I L W A Y M A I L A N D P A S S ­

E N G E R T R A I N , A N D A M O T O R " B U S O F T H E P I C K W I C K - G R E Y H O U N D 

L I N E S , A T A G R A D E C R O S S I N G N E A R I S L E T A , N . M A X . , W H I C H 

R E S U L T E D I N T H E D E A T H O F T H E D R I V E R O F T H E B U S A N D 21 

P A S S E N G E R S , A N D T H E I N J U R Y O F 7 P A S S E N G E R S . T H I S A C C I D E N T 

W A S I N V E S T I G A T E D I N C O N J U N C T I O N W I T H A R E P R E S E N T A T I V E O F 

T H E S T A T E C O R P O R A T I O N C O M M I S S I O N O F N E W M E X I C O . 

L O C A T I O N A N D M E T H O D O F O P E R A T I O N 

T H I S A C C I D E N T O C C U R R E D O N T H E F I R S T D I S T R I C T O F 

T H E R I O G R A N D E D I V I S I O N , W H I C H E X T E N D S " B E T W E E N A L B U Q U E R Q U E 

A N D S A N M A R C I A L , N . M E X . , A D I S T A N C E O F 107,2 M I L E S , A N D 

I N T H E V I C I N I T Y O F T H E P O I N T O F A C C I D E N T I S A S I N G L E - T R A C K 

L I N E O V E R W H I C H T R A I N S A R E O P E R A T E D B Y T I M E - T A B L E , T R A I N 

O R D E R S , A N D A N A U T O M A T I C B L O C K - S I G N A L S Y S T E M . T H E P O I N T 

O F A C C I D E N T I S A P P R O X I M A T E L Y 3i055 F E E T E A S T O F T H E S T A ­

T I O N O F I S L E T A , W H E R E A P U B L I C H I G H W A Y C R O S S E S T H E T R A C K 

A T A N A N G L E O F 39°15'. A P P R O A C H I N G T H I S P O I N T F R O M T H E 

E A S T , T H E T R A C K I S T A N G E N T F O R A D I S T A N C E O F 3,02k.^ 
F E E T T O T H E C R O S S I N G , A N D F O R A C O N S I D E R A B L E D I S T A N C E 

B E Y O N D T H A T P O I N T , W H I L E T H E G R A D E I S L E V E L A T T H E C R O S S ­

I N G . A P P R O A C H I N G T H E C R O S S I N G F R O M T H E W E S T O N T H E H I G H ­

W A Y , I T I S T A N G E N T F O R A D I S T A N C E O F A P P R O X I M A T E L Y 1+50 

F E E T T O A P O I N T A B O U T 200 F E E T F R O M T H E C R O S S I N G , W H E R E 

T H E R E I S A S L I G H T C U R V E T O T H E L E F T , A N D I T I S T H E N T A N ­

G E N T T O T H E C R O S S I N G . B E G I N N I N G A T A P O I N T A B O U T 100 F E E T 

F R O M T H E C R O S S I N G , T H E R E I S A N A S C E N D I N G G R A D E A V E R A G I N G 

U ° F O R A D I S T A N C E O F 50 F E E T , A N D F R O M T H I S P O I N T T H E 

G R A D E A V E R A G E S 2.6 P E R C E N T A S C E N D I N G T O T H E C R O S S I N G . 

T E L E G R A P H P O L E S L O C A T E D A L O N G T H E S O U T H S I D E O F T H E T R A C K 

I N T E R F E R E S L I G H T L Y W I T H T H E R A N G E O F V I S I O N F R O M V E H I C L E S 

A P P R O A C H I N G F R O M T H E W E S T O N T H E H I G H W A Y , B U T F R O M A P O I N T 

472 F E E T F R O M T H E C R O S S I N G , A T R A I N A P P R O A C H I N G F R O M T H E 

E A S T C A N B E S E E N F O R A D I S T A N C E O F 1 , 8 4 1 F E E T , A N D F R O M A 

P O I N T 35 F E E T F R O M T H E T R A C K A T R A M C A N B E S E E N F O R A 

D I S T A N C E O F M O R E T H A N 1̂- M I L E S . 

A T A P O I N T 496 F E E T F R O M T H E C R O S S I N G , O N T H E 

H I G H W A Y , T H E R E I S A S T A N D A R D B t a t e W A R N I N G S I G N M O U N T E D 

O N A S H O R T P O S T , T H E T O P O F T H E D I S C , W H I C H I S 2 F E E T 

H E P O R T O F T H E D I R E C T O R O F T H E B U R E A U O F S A F E T Y I N H E I N ­

V E S T I G A T I O N O F A N A C C I D E N T W H I C H O C C U R R E D O N T H E 

A T C H I S O N , T O F E K 1 & S A N T A F E R A I L W A T F E A R I S L E T A , 

N . M E Z . , O N A P R I L 11, 1930. 

I N T E R S T A T E C O M M E R C E C O M M I S S I O N 
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in circumference, being H .6 feet above tho surface of 
tho highway; this sign displays tho letters "R R", painted 
black on a yellow background, and can be seen 28l fact, 
at a point 50 feet from the crossing, there is a state 
stop sign, mounted so that the top of it is 5»^ feet 
above the surfaca of the road. The latter sign can be 
seen for a distance of 727 feet and the lettors "STOP", 
painted black on a yollow background are discernible for 
more than UXiO feet. There is a railroad crossing sign, 
of tho cross-arm type, on the opposite side of the track 
from tho direction in which the bus approached the cross­
ing; this sign is clearly visible for a distance of 
feet from vehicles approaching it from the w e s t . A regu­
lation of the State Corporation Commission requires all 
motor vehicles engaged in carrying passengers to B t o p not 
less than 20 nor more than 75 feet from the nearest rail 
before crossing the tracks of any railroad, and they must 
not be started until it has been ascertained that there 
are no trains, etc., approaching the crossing from either 
direction. Rules of the Pickwick-Greyhound lines provide 
that the operator of a coach, whether carrying passengers 
or not, must bring his coach to a stop within not less 
than 10 nor more than 50 feet from a railroad crossing 
at grade, and while so stopped he must look in both 
directions along the track for approaching trains. 

The weather was clear at the time of the accident, 
which occurred about 9.27 a.m. 

Description. 

Westbound train No. J consisted of four mail 
cars, five express cars, and one coach, hauled by engine 
3712, and was in charge of Conductor Irwin and Enginemen 
Davis. This train departed from Albuquerque, 12.6 miles 
east of Isleta, at 9»13 a.m., throo minutes late, and 
was approaching Isleta when it collided with the bus 
while traveling at a speed estimated to have been between 
UO and miles per hour. 

The Pickwick-Greyhound motor bus had a seating 
capacity for 25 passengers, it was traveling eastward under 
a time-table schedule on a route extending from Los 
Jlngeles, Calif., to Denver, Colo., and was in charge of 
Driver Williams. ThiB bus approached the crossing at a 
low rate of speed and when it reached a point & short dis­
tance from the crossing, it was swerved sharply to the 
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left, apparently in an effort to avoid an accident, 
leaving the highway and partly crossing the railway track, 
where it became stalled, and it was standing in this 
position viien it was struck "by train No. 7» before any of 
the occupants had a chance to escape. 

The bus was completely demolished, the wreckage 
being lodged under and on the front end of the engine. 
Immediately after the accident, the gasoline caught fire 
and in turn set the wreckage on fire. The train came to 
a stop with the engine 1,̂ 90 feet from the center of the 
crossing, with only the engine truck derailed. The front 
end of the engine was slightly damaged. 

Summary of evidence 

Engineman Davis stated that when his train 
reached a point about 1 mile from Isleta, he made a brake-
pipe reduction of from 6 to 8 pounds preparatory to pass­
ing through the interlocking plant at Isleta, this appli­
cation of the brakes not being roleasod prior to the 
accident. The engine bell had been ringing continuously 
after leaving Albuquerque and when the train passed the 
crossing-whistle board east of the highway, he started 
sounding the whistle, end was still blowing it when the 
engine struck the bus, which he thought was about 35 feet 
east of the crossing. He estimated the speed of the train 
at the time of the accident at H5 miles per hour. Due to 
the fact that the bus was approaching the crossing from 
the opposite side, E n g m e m a n Davis did not see it until 
after the fireman had shouted a warning; he immediately 
applied the brakes in emergency, looked ahead from the 
side window, and observed the forward end of the bus 
across the track and a m a n m the doorway apparently try­
ing to get off, the collision occurring almost immediately. 

Fireman Oldham stated that he was riding on his 
seatbox approaching the point of accident, and when the 
train was approximately 600 feet from the crossing he 
noticed the bus approaching from the left, and from the 
speed at which it was traveling he felt satisfied at that 
time that it would stop, When the engine was about 200 
feet from the crossing, he realized that the bus was not 
going to stop and called to the e n g m e m a n to apply the 
brakes in emergency. At about the same time the b u s 
turned to the left from the highway, entered upon the 
track and stopped with its front wheels resting against 
the right rail, the engine striking it a second or two 
later. When tho crash occurred, there was an explosion, 
and the ensuing flames entered the cab, causing him to 
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leave it and get on the tender. The fireman also said 
that the engine bell was ringing and the whistle was being 
sounded when he called a warning of danger to the engine-
man. 

Conductor Irwin stated that he was walking 
through the passenger car when he felt the brakes apply; 
this appeared to bo a service application, but about four 
second later he felt an emergency application. He estim­
ated the speed of the train at 50 miles per hour when the 
brakes were first applied and at ho miles perhour at the 
time they were applied in emergency. Realizing that 
something unusual had occurred, he proceeded to the forward 
end of the car and at this time the car was then crossing 
the highway. The brakeman opened the door, looked out, 
and remarked that he thought the train had struck an 
automobile. As soon as the tram stopped, Conductor 
Irwin got off the train and looked towards the highway 
but did not see any abject that resembled an automobile, 
although he noticed some small fires along the track, 
and upon looking towards the engine he noticed flames 
leaping into the air In front of the engine; he then 
hurried forward and found the wreckage burning undor the 
engine. After going to the station and reporting the ac­
cident, Conductor Irwin returned to the scene of accident, 
and on examining the track he found marks at a point about 
35 or Uo feet from the center of the crossing, and also 
observed wheel marks of the bus leading off the highway 
pavement and on the ballast. 

Brakeman Jones stated that when he heard the 
whistle sounded while the train was approaching Isleta, 
he went to the front vestibule of the passenger car for the 
purpose of getting the train orders at the station. As 
the car passed over the crossing he saw an object m the 
air, and upon looking down he noticed other objects lying 
on the ground which seemed to be parts of an automobile. 
He estimated the speed of the train at 35 or *+0 miles 
per hour when he looked out the door at the crossing. 
Flagman Reeder, who also was riding in the rear car, said 
he heard the whistle sounded for the crossing, and he 
judged the speed of the tram to have been Uo or 1+5 miles 
par hour at the time the brakes were applied in emergency, 

Agent-Operator Long, on duty at Isleta, stated 
that his attention was first attracted to tho approaching 
tram by the sounding of its whistle for the crossing. 
He did not witness the accident but heard the explosion, 
and when he saw the fire he ran to the train and assisted 
in putting it out. 
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A I R - B R A K E I N S P E C T O R J O H N S O N S T A T E D T H A T H E M A D E 

A N A I R - B R A K E T E S T O F T R A I N N O . 7 B E F O R E I T D E P A R T E D F R O M 

A L B U Q U E R Q U E O N T H E D A T E O F T H E A C C I D E N T A N D F O U N D T H E 

B R A K E S O P E R A T I N G P R O P E R L Y O N A L L O F T H E C A R S . 

A S S I S T A N T S U P E R V I S O R O F A I R B R A K E S C H A M B E R S 

S T A T E D T H A T H E C O N S I D E R E D A G O O D S T O P W A S M A D E A F T E R T H E 

B R A K E S W E R E A P P L I E D I N E M E R G E N C Y , T A K I N G I N T O C O N S I D E R A ­

T I O N T H E N U M B E R O F C A R S I N T H E T R A I N A N D T H E T Y P E O F A I R ­

B R A K E E Q U I P M E N T I N U S E , S E V E N O F T H E C A R S H A V I N G L - 3 

E Q U I P M E N T . I N A D D I T I O N , L U B R I C A T I N G O I L F R O M T H E M O T O R 

B U S W A S S P I L L E D O N T H E R A I L S , W H I C H H A D a T E N D E N C Y T O 

L E S S E N T H E B R A K I N G P O W E R O F T H E T R A M . 

E L L I S H U F F , A P A S S E N G E R O N T H E B U S , S T A T E D T H A T 

T H E R E D I D N O T A P P E A R T O B E A N Y T H I N G W R O N G W I T H T H E B R A K E S , 

A L T H O U G H T H E R E A P P A R E N T L Y W A S S O M E T H I N G W R O N G W I T H T H E 

M O T O R , A S I T W O U L D S T O P W H E N R U N N I N G I D L E . H E was R I D I N G 

I N T H E S E C O N D S E A T F R O M T H E R E A R O N T H E L E F T S I D E , B U T 

was U N A B L E T O S A Y W H E T H E R T H E B U S S T O P P E D B E F O R E I T A T ­

T E M P T E D T O C R O S S T H E T R A C K , A S H E W A S D O Z I N G A T T H E T I M E . 

H E S A I D T H A T A W O M A N P A S S E N G E R W A S O C C U P Y I N G T H E F R O N T 

S E A T W I T H T H E D R I V E R * 

W . R . P E R K I N S , A L S O a B U S P A S S E N G E R , S T A T E D T H A T 

T H E D R I V E R O F T H E B U S T O O K C H A R G E O F I T A T G A L L U P A N D H E 

N O T E D T H A T T H E M O T O R S T A L L E D O N S E V E R A L O C C A S I O N S I N 

T R Y I N G T O S T A R T T H E V E H I C L E A F T E R L E A V I N G T H A T P O I N T . H E 

W A S R I D I N G O N T H E L E F T S I D E I N T H E S E C O N D S E A T F R O M T H E 

R E A R A N D N O T I C E D T H A T T H E B U S A P P R O A C H E D T H E C R O S S I N G A T 

A L O W R A T E O F S P E E D . H E F E L T A J E R K , W H I C H H E T H O U G H T 

W A S C A U S E D B Y T H E B U S S T O P P I N G , B U T W A S N O T C E R T A I N T H A T 

A S T O P W A S M A D E . A S H O R T T I M E L A T E R H E F E L T T W O O R T H R E E 

H A R D B U M P S , A N D U P O N L O O K I N G A H E A D H E N O T I C E D T H A T T H E 

D R I V E R W A S S T E E R I N G T O T H E L E F T A N D T H A T T H E B U S W A S T H E N 

O P P O S I T E A C A T T L E G U A R D . 

C O N R A D H E U V E R S , A N O T H E R B U S P A S S E N G E R , S T A T E D T H A T 

H E W A S S I T T I N G O N T H E L E F T S I D E O F T H E B U S N E A R T H E R E A R 

E N D , A N D W H E N I T A P P R O A C H E D T H E C R O S S I N G H E O B S E R V E D T H E 

T R A I N A P P R O A C H I N G , Q U I T E A D I S T A N C E F R O M T H E C R O S S I N G , B U T 

D I D N O T H E A R I T S W H I S T L E S O U N D E D . T H E S P E E D O F T H E B U S 

was R E D U C E D N E A R T H E C R O S S I N G , B U T I T D I D N O T S T O P , T H E 

D R I V E R I N S T E A D T U R N I N G I T T O T H E L E F T T O A V O I D A H E A D - O N 

C O L L I S I O N . H E A L S O S E A T E D T H A T A W O M A N P A S S E N G E R W A S 

R I D I N G I N T H E S E A T W I T H T H E D R I V E R . 
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Homer Stein, another bus passenger, stated that 
he was sitting in the next to the last seat on the left 
side of the "bus. He saw the approaching train when "both 
the tram and "bus were some distance from the crossing, and 
at that tune the speed of the "bus was £5 o r 30 miles per 
hour. The "bus reduced speed about 20 or 30 feet from the 
crossing and the driver looked to the left but did not 
look to the right until the bus was almost to the crossing 
and then he swerved the car to the left and came to a 
stop with the front wheels between the rails, the colli­
sion occurring a few seconds later. Mr. Stein watched the 
train continuously from the time it first came into view, 
but did not see steam escaping from the engine whistle, 
neither did he hear the sound of the whistle. He did 
not know whether the bell was ringing, as the bus was 
closed and he could not have heard it. 

Harcelina Zuiu, who resides near the scene of 
the accident, stated that he was standing at the crossing 
and observed the bus approaching but did not see the 
train until his attention was attracted to it by the sound 
of its whistle, as he had been facing m the opposite 
direction. He thought the bus was drifting while it was 
approaching the crossing, and then it suddenly turned to 
the left and stopped on the track about 15 or 20 feet 
from the crossing; the motor then was stalled while the 
bus was trying to pass over the track, and he saw the 
driver try to open the door, and then attempt to jump 
through the window. 

Conclusions 

This accident was caused by a motor bus being 
driven on the track directly in front of an approaching 
tram, for which Driver Williams is responsible. 

The investigation developed that the bus ap­
proached the crossing at slow speed, was turned sharply 
to the left just before reaching the crossing, and stopped 
with its forward end across the track, at a point 55 feet 
east of the center lino of the crossing, where it was 
struck by the train a few seconds afterwards• There is a 
railroad warning sign located 496 feet from the crossing 
which gives advance notice of the approach to a crossing 
and there is another sign near the crossing which directs 
traffic to stop, which is also a requirement of the State 
Corporation Commission m connection with the operation 
of common-carrier motor vehicles, as well as being a re­
quirement of the Plckwick-Groyhound Lines. Under those 

1 
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c i r c u m s t a n c e s , i n d a y l i g h t , a n d v n t h t h e s u n s i n n i n g , a n d 

i n v i e w o f t h e f a c t t h a t t h e d r i v e r o f t h e b u s , w h e n U 7 2 

f o o t f r o m t h e c r o s s i n g , c o u l d h a v e s e e n a t r a i n m o r e t h a n 

l t800 f o o t d i s t a n t , t h e r e w o u l d a p p e a r t o " b o n o e x c u s e f o r 

h i s a c t i o n i n f a i l i n g t o p r e v e n t a n a c c i d e n t . O n e o f t h e 

p a s s e n g e r s o n t h e " b u s s a i d t h e d r i v e r l o o k e d t o t h e l e f t 

w h i l e a p p r o a c h i n g t h e c r o s s i n g , b a t d i d n o t l o o k t o t h e 

r i g h t u n t i l t h e " b u s h a d n e a r l y r e a c h e d t h o c r o s s i n g , a n d 

t h o f a c t t h a t i t w a s n o t u n t i l t h e n t h a t t h o d r i v e r f i n a l l y 

r e a l i z e d a t r a i n w a s a p p r o a c h i n g f r o m t h e r i g h t , i s e v i ­

d e n t f r o m h i s a c t i o n a t t h e l a s t m o m e n t i n t u r n i n g t h e 

b u s o f f t h e r o a d w a y . 

T h o " b u s i n v o l v e d m t a i s a c c i d e n t h a d " b o o n o p e r ­

a t e d f r o m A l h u q a e r q a e t o G a l l u p o n . t h e d a y p r i o r t o t h e 

a c c i d e n t , a n d t h e d r i v e r w h o o p e r a t e d i t o n t h a t r u n 

s t a t e d t h a t i t w a s i n g o o d c o n d i t i o n , w i t h b r a k e s a n d 

m o t o r o p e r a t i n g s a t i s f a c t o r i l y , w h i l e t h o g e n e r a l m a n a g e r 

o f t h e p i c k w i c k - G r e y h o u n d l a n e s , i n a l e t t e r t o t h e C o m ­

m i s s i o n ! s i n s p e c t o r s u n d e r d a t e o f A p r i l 15i s t a t e d t h a t 

t h e b u s r e c e i v e d a r e g u l a r i n s p e c t i o n a n d g r o a s m g m t h e 

s h o p s a t G a l l u p . D r i v e r W i l l i n m s h a d a r r i v e d i n G a l l u p 

a t 4.10 p . m . , A p r i l 10, a n d d e p a r t e d f r o m G a l l u p o n t h e 

t r i p o n w h i c h t h i s a c c i d e n t o c c u r r e d a t U.30 o n t h e m o r n ­

i n g o f t h e a c c i d e n t ; h o w a s c o n s i d e r e d f i n e x p e r i e n c e d m a n , 

a n d h a d b e e n o p e r a t i n g a " b u s i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t e r r i t o r y 

f o r a p e r i o d o f s e v e r a l m o n t h s . 

T h e r e a r e t w o f e a t u r e s i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h i s 

a c c i d e n t , c o n c e r n i n g w h i c h n o d e f i n i t e i n f o r m a t i o n i s 

a v a i l a b l e , f i r s t , t h e r e w a s s o m e e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e r e w a s 

a w o m a n r i d i n g o n t h e s e a t w i t h t h e d r i v e r a n d t h a t h e 

h a d b e e n t a l k i n g w i t h h e r e n r o u t e , a n d , s e c o n d , t h e r e 

w a s a l s o s o m e e v i d e n c e t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t t h e m o t o r h a d 

s t a l l e d o n s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s w h e n t h o d r i v e r w a s t r y i n g 

t o s t a r t t h e b u s . T o w h a t e x t e n t e i t h e r o r b o t h o f t h e s e 

c o n d i t i o n s m a y h a v e b e e n r e s p o n s i b l e f o r d i v e r t i n g t h o 
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o f c o n j e c t u r e . I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t n e i t h e r o f t h e m h a d 
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a p p r o x i m a t e l y , o f 2,000 k i l l e d - a i d 6,000 i n j u r e d . A c c i d e n t s 



Involving busses have furnished a very small percentage 
of these casualties, but when they do occur, the results, 
as m this case, are apt to be so serious as to justify 
the taking of every possible precaution to avoid repeti­
tion. In the present case, there is no definite proof 
that the bus or its driver were not in proper condition 
for the safe transportation of the passengers. Never­
theless, the occurrence of this accident calls for an 
ever-increasing vigilance on the part of supervising 
officials of bus companies to soe that oven more care and 
attention are given to the maintenance of oquipment, to 
sea that employees have ample opportunity for rest and 
are fit to resume duty, and to make sure that the highest 
possible spirit of discipline and training is maintained 
among their employees. It is only by continually em­
phasizing these factors that the occurrence of accidents 
of this character, or other accidents at various points 
en route, can be prevented, or at least reduced to a 
minimum. 

Hie railroad employees involved were experienced 
men, and at the time of the accident none of them had been 
on duty in violation of any of the provisions of the 
hours of service law. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. P. BORLAND, 

Director. 


