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In res investigation of sn scoident whioh
oocsurred on the Atohison, Topeka &
< Ssnte Fe Rsllvey near h »
Okls., on June 13, 1917,

On June 13, 1917, thore was & headeend oolliision Detween
a passenger train end & freight ;nﬁa on the Oklahows Division
of the Atodison, Topeka & Santa Fe Ballwey, neay Flynn, Okla,.,
resulting in the doath of 2 leyees and ﬁw injury of 5
enployses and 67 man&gﬂ. or investigrtion of this ncele
dent, the Ohief of the Division of Safety reports as follows:

That portiom of the Atchiscon, Topeks & Sanse Fe Rei)
whore this acoldent ocourrsd is s & @ Srack line, upon oh
train sovements mre governsd Dy time«tsble and train orders,
n)glmna by & menual Blook systems Trein orders are transe
mitted My telephone,

The &irestion of train sovements us shown by the tine
oard, does not corrsepond to the polmts of the sompass, traine
running south being designeted ns westbousd, and treins ruaning
nerth being drsignsted ss esctbovnd, The time osrd desimmstion
will 5e ussd in thie repors to indicete the direction of trsin
sovemmts.,

The traok in the vioinity of the asceldent 1s laid with
33-toot refls, welghing 90 pounds to the yurd, on 20 crecnoted
pine tiee S0 each r2il length. The ballast L8 broken stomus,
about 18 inches deep, and the track is well malatalned,

The trains iavolved in this mocidemt were {south)
bound passenger train Ho. 411, imown ss the “"Tezes a7%, and
onrt (north) bound rreight Sraln extrs UN,

Trein No, 411, in oharge of Cumduwotor Uley and Engineman
Eoin, wes hauled by engine liLd, and eonslated of 2 steel under-
frame ba esrs, 1 steel underframs ehalr gur, 1 sli-steel
soseh, = wooden Pullman slesper, It lof% n&im Gty ot
9417 8, me, Soven ninubos late, with train order o, 46 and
permissive block ¢ard No. 47, ae well an & glearance ¢ard of the
prosoribed form eslliing sttemtiom so "31" order No, L6, and
permissive block cord Ho, 47 Train order Ho., 46 wis a positive
Reet order reading as follows!

*Hoe 411, engine lidd, meot sxtra 3131 ennt at Fiynn,"
Block card No, 47, suthorized She mo of train No. {11
i{n the blook sestion betwsen Oklahoma Uity and Moors, a 4is-
tanoe of 9,8 miles, with the restriction to mest extya 313}

.a% Flynn, a blind siding 4.8 miles west of Oklahomwa Ofbvy,
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Rrain No, 411 failed S0 stop at Flyan en 4irected, and »b
abous 9130 a. M., vhile running st & speed of approximat

4% miles per hour, it collided with extrs J131 &% & point 2020
fort west of the weat switeh at Flyun,

Fastbound stook extra 3131 wes in eharge of Yondueter
Freemen and {neman Ball, It vas hanled By sagine 1)) omé
sousisted of ears of live stook and a oaboose, At loors,
the sonduator and eagluemen of this trsin regsived order No, 46
and pormiscive blegk oard No. 47, previcusly referred se, This
trein left Woore at 9116 a. m., snd while yunning at a spesd of
nw:‘ 25 miles peor hour, collided with truin Ho, 411 ns sdeowe
21 ™

Agpronching the peint of ecsllilsion frox the cast, the
track is stralght Prom Qklaboms Clty to s point 734 Foet waat of
the west switod et Flynn, there 1e then a 2-degree curve to the
right, 1,309 feet long, It was at the west end of this curve
that the sollision oesurred, The grade 15 ssomding westward
between Gklahoms City and FPlynn, the mazimum being 1 per cest.
Between FPlynn snd re the grade 12 undulating. 4t the plave
of eollision srain No. L1l was on & grade 990 fest long, 80%
‘”QW“M* Approsching from She weat, the s1eok is
straight & 4istsnde of sbout 4 wiles, and the grade is wostly
densending esstward, the maxiswm being 13 for short dlstanses,

: léhdh was dersiled amnd she doller wes torn from the
frams and ocume to0 rest at yight o8 %0 the trask on the ilnside
of the gurve. Tha engine Paue vhoels were upright parslilel
to the boller; the twnder wuz Shrows 3o the opposite side of the
tragk, and the olstern was torn from the frasme, bnef:fo oy
nezt in mtlm wig dereiled, But remaised uprl paral with
the trask; Its froat end vhich was badly dameged by sontoot with
she derailed tmﬁg’. Mag on Sop of the fromt end of she frame
of re Jid. S Toms ears in traiy No. ALl were not
derailsd and sustained bus sl dama ko doiler of engine
3131 was torm from the englae shreown S0 the wlde of the
treok where 1t came to rest parsllel to the doller of engine 1idd.
The whoels and frame of engine 3131 remsined on the treek, The
tender reselned upright on its frame and oply one whesl of ite
rear trask wae derailed, The tender cistern wes badly damsged,
The Pivst 4 onvs 1n extys 3131 were demclishoS, PFrom the sixth
eapr bagk the cars wers not derailed and all were returned se ¥oore
on thelr swn wheels. At the tize of the sollision the westber
was oleor sad there was a stromg wind dlowing, ,

Conduetor Clay, of truin He, 4ill, steted that he was regularly
mmployed on the H’&Mia Division, and tfut shies was the first trip
he bhad mede gver the Oklahoma ﬂﬂum in mors Sthan 14 yeurs he
had never befors made a tpid) aver this division ss a conduetor.
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Re 5218 that iAis train arrived at Oklehomse City on time and de=
parted from there at 9117, seven minutes late, HNo regeived train
order 46 and permissive card 47, slso o olesrance oard, He de-
livered the opders S0 Mginenan Bein, handing bim dotk coples

of the order, IMuginmmsn Rein thereupen siguned the conduclor's
s0py, a2 required by mule, sad retup it so Copduotor Clay with
the remark, "Well, we mest them &t «® He ulve sald that upen
receiving the ovder he asked the operanter if Fiynn was not the
riret stution out of sown, and She operstor told him it was, He
414 not show She ordera to the bBrakeman or the train porter hefeore
leavizgi he seid that Just previgus £o lesving, Or as the trein was
pulling out, hes told the brakeman Shat they ha& to meat sxtea NN
at ¥iyan, ﬁo sald the reasen he 414 not ahow the orders to the
drekXaman, was that they were about leaving town end he weated S0
show them to the porter, and e falled to show them to the porter
Yoosuss he 414 not sce him froz the tiue he got on the Srain unatll
after she acoident, He stated that when the train started from
Oklakoms City, he started to Scke up tickets and continusd Saking
tiskets until the train approuched very near the soene of the
anoclidenty He heard the nensn whistls twice for road srosnings,
but Beard no statica wihistle, sad aumﬂ thas it wes aboud sime
for the engineman 40 sound the station stle, he was Jush shout
to look out of the window %0 ses if be eoculd see any sign of the
towa vhen ths oresh camw, He 414 net pull the eignel cord
betwoen Oxlabome City andt She point of She ascoeldent.

AfSar the svoldent he atetod that he want up to the -tm
end saw Boginemen Rein in the oab, as two men were gwugg‘: m out
from the wretksge. When She saginemsn ssw him he sald » E
overlooked my band,* He then sai? to the wnginemen, Mﬁ.; aid
not heay you wietle for sowm,” who vreplied, "X sure s hell whistled,®
adding *I was filling sy ludrisantor and 41& not ses them,” He said
that the sceldent bappened about 9130, and that when it oveurred he
thought his train was running about 50 miles sa hour, NHe 414 net
notise any spplication of the alr brakes 204 said thet he 414 not
belisve thoe enginemen sdut the sagine off befors the ecolliision,

He sald the majorisy of his passengers in the smoker snd shair cars
were persons who boarded the treinm at Oklahome City, =nd he haé not
finished taking up tlockets when the agoldent cocurred,

Brakemen Mebert ststed thst be had been in the sorvice of
the Sapta Fe sz Drakeman sinoe Jenuary 25, 1917, snd had boen brake
ing on pessenger tralnas between Newton snd 11 sbout 15 days,.
This was bis first trdp with Comduotor Clay. He stoted that train
Hos 411 arrived st Oklshoms CiSy at § o'clook and left st 9117,
Conduoter Clay 414 not show hism the orders, dut told him they were
t0 meot oxtre 3131 at Flymn, snd asked hiz how for IS was from the
oity; he replisd that 1% was about out side the oity limits op near
as he oould judge., Ne 414 nt henr the cngluoeman whistle for Plyna,
sid ar the Sraln pasasd ¢ thoere, he stepped out the reay doer
of the Srain Just as it passed the west switeh, The Srain wes Shem
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runaing 45 or 50 miles per hour and before he had Sine Seo pull
the alr li?ﬂl or set the alr brakesa, the sollision aceurred, He
ssid he 414 not know whare the mrmw valve wap losated in the
slecping car, where he was at the § of the soolident, He hsd
never before Deen on & Srain that had a meeting point st Flysm,
and sadd bhe 414 wvot realize bis Srin hed srrived at that place,
After the oollision he Lfamedietely wemt bDeek teo flag,

Train M-;:mﬁ statsd that ho had deen in the servise
about 16 yeura, is waa hie first triy with Conduotor Clay,
The sondustor 414 not inform him sbout the orders on leaving
Oklekoma City, nor 41d the flagman] consesuently he had no
imowloedgs of the meet ot Fiymn. HNe said he met the scnduotor
1n efither the shair sar or the smoker after the trein left
Okladowa City, but wes not shown the oriers nor $ald of e
meoting point, The emducteor wes then taking up sieckets, Ke
eaid Clay bud showmn Rim oxders which were reseived
before she train reached Okxlohoms Clsy; ke was not expesting auny
orders establishing o meqs for his train st Flynu, ss Shet was
not & regular mewding point, and they soldom met Mm traine
there, 414 not hear the engineman whistle for the statlion,
snd ajthough he aoticed when the train pesaed Flyns, it made no
apression u him, AfSer the ncoident he mumz in making
jsemen Rain comfortadle, and the snginemsn said to him, "It

woe a1l My feuls, I wos fooling with my lubricetor snd @id net
¥now thnt I was by Flyun,*

Miremsn Bragdhouss, of Srain Ne. 411, who was seriocusly
ured in the oollision, stased thet he had Deen i o5 Lhe
ahoms “ivisios about three years snd waa fully soguainted wish

the trask and lay of the ground a% Fiyan, bus this was hias flrst
srip vith Engineman Reln, lo 414 not sesthe orders Defore leave
ing Oklshome City, but fngineman Rain showodthfs to bim shortly
after len there, mnd he fully usderstood t they were to
nest oxtrs J131 st h o Ho sald that after shey got 03 of town
and ‘rm predty good, anium Rain begen working with ths
lubriestor Seylng to get it to feed, He finelly deolided that &t
was 4ry snd ssid, "bLet ur £411 48" doth then started to work on
the lubriostor, and after it bsd been drained, Fireman Bragpdhouse
sterted 6 got up on the ol syny to riil 1t, In doing this he
stated thet Be lennsd over to see if they vers petting close to
Tiymn sad saw the aztrs ing. He then called tc the engineman
to s 2ad as once J from she gangvay of Lhoe engine hlcself,
losing ovnseloumess and remenbsring nothing more until he found
himeelf in the hospital, Firemsn Drendhouse sald shet Fagineman
Rain whistled Tor the station smd looked ous, dut 414 not kmow
Justs where %he trefin wny what Shis oecurred, and he 414 nok 2%

a1l actice when they Passed by Fiyun, He estimatoed the apred of
Bis train to de 30 or 35 milos per Bour st the time he looked ot
and saw the extrs approsching.
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Conduetor Froeman, of sxtra 3131, stated that he hed
been employed on the Onlatome Uivision 8 yesrs, three ysars
‘as s eonduotors He stated that of 9113 &, me ho reveived ordey
Noe 46, and permissive Dlosk ocard Zp, 47, at Moore, directing
his trein to meet troin No, 411 st Flyna. He delivered the
orders to Engtnemen Hall, whe resd them out loud to him and
signed his rooeipt for them, Be said that his trein was
ranning sbhout 25 miles sn bour vhen ke folt the alr Lrakes
gv into emergensy; he than saw the suglas of #F train Koe 412
approsching and at onee Jumped from the traln. MNe wes on
the ground when the ooliision soeurred, Es heard no whistle
sounded fron elther train, and thought his train ren not s ve
than 8 gor lengths afSer the brakes were applied in eomergeney,

Srekeman Batlor, of extrs 3111, stated Shat he was hend
bhyakeman, spnd was ridim on the tender of engine 3N, Ho mew
about the orders to meot Sreiz o, 411 st Flyns sad while his
train was running ebout 2% miles an hour, be locked toward Fiyun
and noted train No. 411 appresching, sbout 7 or & tel 3 poles
distent; he remiized thad there was going %0 be & coliision an
trein NHo. 411 was then by Fiyan., Be called to She fireamsn snd mne
g&am and jumped from the w&.m. both Tfireman and engineman
wmping off ad NMu, He 4 Bnginemen Ball sint off stesm
and applied the eir brakea in smergemsy before getting off,

Fireman Hellyoer, of sxtrs 3131, said he knew his train had
ordars tomeet train o, {11 st Flyopun, sand was eapeoting that
srain e pull up %0 the west switeh and stop, At about the saue
tine he and Brakeman Sutler notioel that trajin No. 41) wes nob
stopping and oalled %o Faginemen Hall wiho at onse set the brakes
in snergency, shut off stoam snd reoversed the engine,

This scoldens was oauscd By the fallure of spalin Neo, 411 to
stop =t Flymn, as dirested by train order Mo, 46, wnd permissive
blook earé No, (7. DSaginesan Rain, who was killed fu the colifaien,
sad Conduostor Clay, of train Neo, Aiz, are eguelly responnidlie feor
failing 4o obey the dirsction of She oders in thelr possession,
Pirewan Jrundhouse and Nvakeman Eedbext are ulep ceusuradle for fails
ure %o puy sttsation $0 the leastion of thelr trein and take mensures
to prevent 1t from maning past She mesbing poins,
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Rule 89-b of She Ateblisen, Topeks & Sante Yo Railway
Compeny*s book of rules, requires ths conduetor of a train vo
#ive the snginemsn 4 stop signal upon approsching a station
shere another traig i o be smet, and 1€ he dces nob Teselive &
response, it 1s the oonductor's &ny te stop the trein, Bad
aam ™mle besmm observed the accident would not have scourred,

onductor Clay was unfumilinr with the road and for that reeson
should have takea oxtrye pressution t¢o insure the safety of hie
train, BHe should have known that evsry member of bMs orew wap
ﬂm&tg with the orders and alert to see that they wers properly
ax e ®

All omployees involved in this acoldent had good
regords, Conductor Vlay and orew hud de-n on & 7 hours
and 15 siautes st the tiaze of She scoident, snd i neman
§§‘::“§ Pireman Srandhouss had been on duty 4 hours and

RYtel,



