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In re* investigation of en aeeideat whien 
eeenrrei on the Atenieen* Yapeka A 

r tent* fa ieilway aeer Flynn, 
Okie., on im* 11* I«17. 

July U , 1917. 

On fane 13, 1917, there wea e head-end eollleloa between 
a paeaeager train and a freight train on tha Oklahoma Division 
of tha ateslaon, Yopeka A Santa fa leilwey, ae«*y flyna* 0*le*t 

reaaltiag la the death of 3 employees aad taa Injury of J 
employee* tad 67 passengers* Aft of latent tgwtitm of this «e*l* 
daat9 taa Chief ef the Oivieien ef intety raaarte aa follow*! 

that portion of the Ataalaaa, Yepeke a Seats fe Italian? 
where thle aeaidaat oeenrred la a elaejLe traak line, apea whieh 
traia mewamaats are governed hp tlae»t**l* end train order*, 
aapplamentad hp a maaaal bleak system* Traia erdara are trans* 
mitted by talepaeae* 

fha direction of traia aevemaata as shewn by the time 
aard| dees not correspond to the point e of ths eempeea9 tr»la* 
raanlag aeatb being deeiiaated ae weetbeued. aad train* raanlag 
nerth seta* dpsignated mm *«fitbound* th* tiae aard aeai gnat lea 
will be need la this report to Indieate the dSreetlen of train 

*ae trssk in the vlelaity of the aeeideat la laid with 
33-feot rails* welding «© panada to tha yard, en t© ereoeeteg 
plae tlea ta eaah m%l length* fha baliaat la broken ateae9 

abeat i i laahes deapt aad taa traak Is well maintained* 
fas tralaa iavolved in thle aeaidaat were weetlsouth) 

bemad passenger train So* Hi* known as the *?*«*• Ylyer*9 and 
east {north) bound freight tr^ln extra | 1 H , 

train ao* H i t la aharge of Conductor Clay aad englnemaa 
*«la9 waa haaled by engine UaAt s a < s aoaslatad ef a atael aadar* 
frame bagaaa* aara9 1 atael naderrrams chair ear- i ali*ateel 
ooaeh, «ad 1 wooden Pullman sleeper* It left Oklahoma City at 
9*1? a* m*t aevaa miaatee late f with trala order aa* 4a aad 
sermlaelve bleak sard no* 17, aa well as a elearaaee aard of the 
preearloed farm ealllag atteatloa ta * |1* order ao, 44* aad 
peraisalve bloofc sard i s* 47* trala erd*r no* 44 waa a positiTO 
meat order reading- as fellewsi 

"am. 4li# aagiae 1444* meet antra 3191 aeat at Flyna.* 
Bloek sard He* 47* aataarised the wovemeat ef traia to* H I 
la tile aleak section between Oklahoma °lty and meere, a die* 
tease ef a.s nilei, wita the restriction ta meet ***** 3131 
at flyaa 9 a blind aiding 4*0 milea weat of Oklahoma Olty* 



train aa* 411 failed to ate© at flynn *e direeted, and at 
abeat 9i30 a* » • » while remmiag at * *p**4 af appraxlamielf 
49 mile* per hear, It eallided with extra 9191 at • gala* SOt© 
teat wast of the aoat awiteh at flyaa* 

Jmeteenmd ateek antra 9191 was la eat*** af ^oaduetor 
ffe*m*m and Eagiaeman San* I t we* hanlad ay aaglita %% aaa 
eeeeieted af f i mm of l ive eteek aad a eaeeese* At Moore, 
the eondoetor *a4 *afiiaemea of tai* traia received ordar aa* 44 
aad tetaiasiv* black eara So. 47, prevlenaly referred ta* fata 
traia left aseye at $ii$ a* m*, aad wailo raaalai at a aeeed af 
abeat *$ ailaa par honr, eelltded wita trala aa* 411 aa anew* 
etated* 

Afptoeaaiag the point of aailiaioa from taa east, the 
traak la etraight frea Oklahoma City to a point ?34 foot treat af 
taa went switch at IXyaa, taare la than a SMegree carve m the 
right, 1,309 foot long* It ana at the west aad of this sarv* 
taat the aalliaiea ©eearred* th* grade ia aneemding westward 
between Qkiahom Oity aad flyaa, th* aaaimaa belag I per east* 
aetweea flyaa aad maare tha grade la aadalatiag* At tha elaee 
af aailiaioa trala »*# 4U aaa am a grade 900 fast lean, *Mt 
deeoeadiag aeetward* Appreaahlag from the waat, taa trmek I* 
eatalgmt far a diataaae af aaeat 4 mil*** aad taa grata la maatly 
daaaeadlag eastward, tae aaalmam halag IS far short dlstaaaea* 

• m&m UU mm derailed sad taa hollar waa torn from taa 
frame aad asms ta rest at right eagle* ta tae traak oa tha iaelde 
af the curve, the eagiae ffame ami wheels were upriijht parallel 
te the heller § tha taader waa thrown ta tae opposite aide of the 
traek, aad tha aiatera was tera fram taa frame* fas baggage ear 
next taa angina waa derailed, sat remained aprlafct parallel with 
tha treek j its treat aad which waa sadly damaged ay aeataet with 
tha derailed taader, belag on top ef the freat aaa af the frame 
of eaglne HH* mm remainia* eara la trala aa* 411 were aot 
derailed ami euetalaed hat alight damage* fan heller af eagiae 
3111 waa term from the eagiae frame aad threwa to th* side af tha 
traak where i t earn* ta reat parallel to the hollar ef eagiae 1444* 
the wheela and frame af eagiae 3191 remained aa the traak* tha 
tender renaiaed aprlght en It* fram* and oaly oaa wheal af It* 
rear traak was detailed* th* taader *i*t*rn wa* sadly damaged* 
the flrat 4 mm la eatra 9111 were demolleaod, fram tae elsta 
«ar haak th* «ara were net derailed aad a l l were retaraed to mear* 
aa their aaa wheela* at the tin* af taa eelll*iea tha weather 
waa oi*ar aad there waa a strong wiod blowing, 

Ooadaetar Clay, ef train Me* 411. atatad that he waa regularly 
employed aa taa Middle Blvleiea, aad that tai a wea the first trip 
he had made ewer the Oklenoma Mrialoa la mr-« than 14 yearat he 
aad never before made a trip aver tbia dlvieioa aa a conductor. 



8* eetd IH« hie arrive* at Oklahoma City AA tiae end de-
parted fram tear* AT 9117, eevea mlante* lata* 8* reeelvod trala 
order ia AAD permiaeive aard 47, alee A aleareaee aard* Be da* 
llvered taa erdara ta *a#*aeaaa Beia, handle* aim bath eaeiea 
EF taa erder* isgiaamaa Bala thereupon algae* tae conductor's 
A A W , «a repaired ar rale, aad retaraed It ta Oendaeter Clay WITA 
TAA remark, *w4U, aa AAET them at flyaa** 8a alae AATD that upon 
reeelviag taa ERDER ha a*ked taa aaeratar i f flyaa waa aet TAA 
flrat ct&tle* eat ef tawa, aad taa operator teld him i t waa* 8a 
DID aat *bew taa ardor* TA taa erakemee AR taa train SETTER before 
leawiaft aa SAID ta«t last preview* ta leaving, er aa tae treia waa 
pulling oat, as TELD the i*ya**aaa taat they bad te aaet antra 5131 
at flyaa* fie aaid the ree^ea HE did aat anew tha erdere te tha 
brekeman, waa that they WERE abeat leeviaf tewa aad he wanted ta 
shew tbaa TA the porter, AAD he failed TE anew tbaa TE tae setter 
because HA did AAT aaa AIM FRAM THE time he gat OA THE traia aatll 
after the accident* 8e atatad THAT whan tha trala a&AITA* fram 
Oklahoma City, he atarted te tea* as tleketa aad aoatlaaad telElag 
tleketa aatll the trala approached very aear the aeaae OF the 
**eld«mt« Be heard the eaMaamaa whistle tele* fer READ creccUts, 
bat heard aa atatloa whistle, AAD thlaaiag taat It waa abeat time 
FER the *agiaamaa ta **aad th* atatloa walatl*, a* wee Juet asset 
te lean aat ef tha ****** ta • * • If be aoald •** amy slgm af ta* 
tewa whaa the apnea earn*. He did aat f a l l the elgaal AARD 
between Oklahoma 0|ty aad THE paint af taa A«*!D*at* 

After THE aeeideat he atatad that he waat ap ta the eagiae 
aad aaw amglaemea tela ia the eab, aa twa mea were gentian him AAT 
fram taa wreak**** waea tae eagiaemaa aaw him he said. "Cap, f 
overlooked at* head** 8a tbaa said ta tea aagiaamaa, •Oeerie, I did 
aat hear FEN wfctie fer tewa,* waa replied* *• aara aa hell wml*tl*d, 
addlag *X waa fiillag my lubrieater and did aot aee them** 8a SAID 
THAT taa aeeideat happened about ft 10, SAD THAT when i t eeenrred he 
thought hi* TRAIN wae ramaing asoat $0 milee aa b«ar* ME DID aot 
notiee amy applloatiea AF THE air brakes AAD SAID THAT he did AAT 
believe THE aagiaamaa shut tha eagiae off before taa eoliieloa* 
ft* aaid tha majority ef hi* pnsaeagere IN the smoker AAD eaalr mm 
were aereeaa who beardad THE TRALA AT OKLAHOMA C I T Y , SAD BA had NOT 
fialehed taking up tleketa when THE AEAIDAAT eeenrred* 

Brakamen a*bert atatad that he had BEEN IA THE service ef 
TH* Sftuta w9 es HR«keman aiaee faaaary 2$, 1917, mm BAD BEEN BREK* 
LAG aa PEAEENGAR traiaa between LEWTON AND fureeil s&bout 1 $ day** 
fhl* was his first TRIP with Conductor Clay* FIE ATATAD taat TRAIN 
8a* 411 arrived AT Oklahoes City at 9 ©•clock AAD left at 9ti7* 
Coaduetar Cley did not ahow hla THE order*, bat told HIM they were 
te meet *«tr* 1 1 3 1 at flyaa, AAD a*k*d him how FAR It WA* fram taa 
•Ityi be R*plied THAT i t WAA about OAT eld* the city LIMIT* ES near 
aa a* eeuld Jadge* 8a did nest hear the eaglneaan whlstl* far flyaa, 
•ad a* the traia passed through THERE, aa stopped out th* rear doer 
af th* traia Jaat aa it paa**d THE weet awitah* the traia waa tbaa 



ruaaiag 45 or 50 *liee per hour aad to ©for© he had tlae t o pull 
tbe e|y alga*! or aat tbo air brake** tbo oallieiea eaaarred* He 
aaid bo did sot know where tb* e**rsg**ay walv* waa located in tb* 
electing c o r . abar* be **e *t tbe tin* of tbe accident* ft* bed 
aev«y before bee* on * train that bed * aeeting point et Fly**, 
end eeid be did not realise bio t rel* bad arrived at tbat plae*. 
After tb* eoUiaion be iaoedlately west b**k te fi*## 

tr*|* Part or far** eteted tbat be bad beea la tb* *erwle* 
aboat 1* yenra* *alt oae ale flret trip witb 0o*4we*or Cley* 
fa* eoadaator did aot infer* alii about tb* «rd*r* aa leawlaf 
Oklahoma City* aar did the fiajptaaf e****^***bly be bad a* 
kaawledge of tb* ***t at Flyan. He aaid he **t tbe eon duo tor 
la either tbe *a*ir ear ar tba ewoker after tb* traia I«ft 
Oklabeas Oltft bat aat aat aba** tbe erder* aar told of the 
oeetiag point* Tb* emdwetor wa* tbea tabiag ap ticket e. He 
aaid Oaad**t*y ©lay bad abewn bl* order* which war* received 
before Hi* traia roadbed Oklahoma Oityt be waa not «xp*etla« any 
*rd*r* eatebllabiai a watt far hla traia et fly**. «« tbat wa* 
aot a regular aeetlag point, end they e*ldo* aet freight traia* 
tb*re* ia did aat bear tbe aa«lae*aa wbletla for tb* t t * t f t t * t 

aad although be aat lead wbaa tbe treln peeaed Flyaa t It s a d e a* 
i*pr**aloa ape* blw* After tbe neai dent be aeeleted ia %**!*$ 
%iiae*a* tela comfortable, aad taa engine*** eeid to hi** "It 
we* e l l wy fault* X waa fool lag witb ay labrioatar aai did aat 
know tbat X wa* by flyaa** 

fire*** 8r«aaaaaaet af traia a** 411* who *** cerlawely 
Injur** ia tb* oellialoa, et*ted **«t b* bad b**a firing aa tba 
Okiahoaa lvieioa aboat three yeare **d *** fall* co^uelated witb 
tb* treat aad lay o f tbe gyaaad at flyaa, bat tbia wa* Me f lret 
trip witb Sa^aenaa Sain* be did aat ******* erd*r* before loaf* 
lag Oklahoma Olty, bat £a«iae*an tela abo*edt*A* to bin ab*rtly 
after iooviag there, mi he fully understood taat they war* to 
*e*t ***** $111 at flyaa* % aaid tbat after they get ott of t*wa 
aad going pretty goad* %giae*ca Bala bag** wwifctag witb tba 
lubricator trying to gat it to te*d* 8* finally daatiad that i t 
wa* dry aad aaid* ***** aa f i l l I V lath tbea *tarted ta war* aa 
tb* lubricator, aad after it bed bee* drained* fire*** 3r»*db*a«e 
etarted t o get ap aa tbe o i l tray ta f i l l it* X* iaiag tale b* 
eteted that be le«a*A aver ta eee i t tbey wer* totting elaee to 
Flyaa tad aaw tb* extra eeml&g* ** tb** called to the inalaa*** 
to J**** and at aaoe Jam*** fro* tbe ipagway of tbe engine hireelf, 
i M i a g a*a*ai«aa**ae aad fw*e*b#rlag aathlag aar* aatil be fewad 
hl*a*lf la tb* hoapitftl. tire*** Sreadhaw** eald tbat tag!***** 
Sal* wbietied far tbe etatlaa aad leaked aat* bat did aat know 
Jaet wb*r* tb* traia waa wbaa taia eeearred* aad ba d i d aot at 
ell aetiaa aba* may peeaed by flyaa* » * *e*4**t*t ta* apeat ot 
bi t trait to be 30 or 35 *llee par b̂ ar at tb* tin* be looked eat 
aad aaw tbe eat re approach tag* 



Conductor fr*oaaa, af mmm. 3131, abated that he had 

been ea^iayed aa taa Oklahoma £lvl*lea 8 y*a*», bare* year* 

aa a eondueter* «a atatad taat at 9U5 a* a* aa received order 

la* 4 6 , aad pax*!salve block card 8a. 4f » at m*er*, atreatlag 

hi* trala ta aaet tn*la 8 0 . O l at flyaa. 8e daliveral taa 

ordere to 8agiaemea Sail, was read team oat load to aim aad 

algned ala receipt fer them* 8e aaid taat his trala aaa 

running a toot f$ mile* am aaar amen aa felt tae air erase* 

i* lata emergency; he taaa asm the eagiae af af trala 80* 4 U 

approaching aad at oaee Jemped from th* trala* Be was em 

the groaad when tha aeiilsloa eeearred* He heard ao whistle 

aoaaded fram either traia* aad thought his trala rem set a*r* 

thaa $ ear iaagtha after the araxea were applied ia emerge**** 

set la*, af extra | 1 H # atatad that ha waa head 
, aad was rldiag oa the teade* af eagia* 1131* 8a knew 

abeat the orders ta aaet traia to* 111 at flyaa aad while ala 
traia waa running abeat mil aa aa aaar, ha locked towa*d flyaa 
aad aot ad traia fo* 111 approaching, abeat ? a* i telegraph pale* 
di*t*at$ he realised taat there waa golag to be a ooiaaloa ** 
traia he* All waa tbaa ay flyaa* 8 * sailed ta the firaaaa aad aa* 
glnemaa aad lamped fram tee eagiae, bath fireman aad eaglaaama 
lamping off behind aim* 8* aaid %gliiem*a mall ahat off staam 
aad applied th* air brake* la ame*gea*y befare getting aff* 

Sellyer, ef e*t*e 3111, aaid he kaew bla traia bed 
ard*** temeet traia aa* i l l at flyaa, emu waa eapeoting that 

i 3131, * 
flyaa, * 

trala ta pall ap te the west awitofc aad atop* At about, the 
time ha aad Brekomaa Sutler aatlsed taat train So* i l l waa a 
atopping and aalled ta %glaemaa 8*11 waa at one* «at tba brake* 
ia energeaey, abut aff steam aad reversed th* engioe* 

Tula aeaidaat wa* eaasad by the feilnre af trala 8a* H i ta 
step at flyaa, a* directed ay train erde* aa* la , and permlssiva 
bleak aard 8*. If, 8*4! ~ ' ' 
aad Conductor may. 

* snalnemaa Bala, waa wa* killed ia the eellision, 
ft af train 80* All, are equally reepeaslele fa* 
he direction af the erd*r* in thai* pa*»e*aiam* falilag t* aaey tae direction af the erdere in thai* peaeeeelam* 

fireman Bynameon** aad a**kem*m Saaert are alee censurable fe* f a l l 
are te pay attention t* the leeetioa ef th*i* train and take 
t* prevent i t fram raanlag past the meeting paint* 



Rale «a-e of «a« MeMeoa* fapeka * fteata Fe aailwey 
Goapa&r** toot: of raloo 9 r e t i r ee t a a eoaduotor of a traia to 
it** taa eji&iaeaafi a atop signal apoa appraeehlai • station 
where another train la to ta aat. aad I f aa doea aat receive a 
reaeoase* i t la tbe eoada*ter9e daty to atop taa traia. taa 
taia rala been observed taa aaoldoat weald aat have occurred* 
^oadaotor Olay waa aafaiilllar wita the road aad for taat reaooa 
should have takes eatra preeautiea to laawre the safety of bis 
traia* »e should have know* taat every acwber of ale erew waa 
f ami l iar wita taa orders aad alert t a see taat they wmm properly 
ek#oatod* 

al l ewployees Involved l a this accident had good 
reeords* Coadweter *lay and erew had he * ea duty 7 boure 
aad 15 ttiaates et tae tlae of taa accident, aad s%«iaemaa 
Keia aad foresaw isapaadhoase had teen aa daty 4 hoars aad 
25 adaatee* 


